
).

i¡monion, loter Feder-
purchosed the house

londolph, doughter of
the ¡ost of Pres¡denì
endonts lo beor ihe
e house in 1930. She
ìod been vocont for o
rurchosed in 1949 by
;lon lowyer, who re-
nd creofed four renlol
'ioge house ond serv-

Jse to lourisls for s
Ihen subdivided the
ions in ì959.
vos divided by closing

wooden ond brick
n lhe subdivided moin
ough severol owners
e gorden ond wooden
rs owned by Mr. ord
he brick secfion, lll
rly of Mr. ond Mrs-

'er the originol house
inol city lots contoiE
nd three oportments-
emoin the some ord
¡htherons roost in tlæ
old house behind its

) lote lo thwort tlE

3I legore - Residence resembles town houses found in. inlond seciions of South Corolinq.

The house 01 3l Legore St. ployed o role in
the preservotion of South Corolino's Negro
spiriluols ond one of ils eorlier owners \,vos o
member of the Confederote Armv "Air
Force".

lT olso hos o ghost, o young veteron who
wos killed in o huniing occident shortly ofîer
the end of the Revolulionory Wor. The ghost
slory holds, however, only if the house con be
documenled os o pre-Revolutionory construc-
t¡on.

lls building dote is generolly given os 1789.
However, there ore indicotions thot the moin
body of the building pre-doïes the conflict thor
tore Soufh Corolino - somewhot unwillingly

- owoy from its molherlqnd, Greot Brito¡n.
The hondsome residence is not o "typ¡col"

Chorleston house ot oll, fovor¡ng rother lhe
lorvn house fhol developed forther inlond. lhis
foctor is soid to hove endeored if to one of iis
owners who grew up in Columbio during the
oniebellum ero before The stote coD¡tol's
beoutiful homes were burned during the Civil
Wor.

Pensive Ghost Liked Sunlight
"besl mon" ¡n on oscent in o gos-filled silk
bolloon 1o spol the Federol gunboots blockod-
ing Ihe porf during the Civil Wor.

Just who filled thot porticulor bolloon with
gos is unknown bul ihe loie Count Ferdinond
von Zepplin, who loter designeci the fomous
Germon o¡rships, wos in Chorleston during the
siege ond wrote loter (1929) of ossisting with
the f¡lling of bolloons for the Confeoerore
oeriol exoerimenls.

At ony rote, the bolloon corry¡ng Lt. Smythe
burst, bringing fhoi porticulor ottempT or
oeriol worfore to o croshing end. [t. Smythe
survived the wor ond his descendonts hove
lived in 3l Legore ever since.

The house wos one of mony fine plonlolion
ond town houses built by the distinguished
Heyword fomily of Corolino. lts des¡qn ¡ncor-
porotes lhe besl of severol pfons ond its huge
curved "bows" o1 the soulhern ond northern
ends give light ond odded dist¡nci¡on to verv
hondsome rooms.

The house reto¡ns ¡ts lorge originol lot,
moking it one of the downfown oreo's lorgest
single residenliol sites. Children of ihe oreo
for mony yeors enioyed its tenn¡s court ond
some of fhe polmetto lrees in its gorden ore
omong the lollest ¡n fhe sfote.

The ghost of young Jomes Heyword moy
be one of the mosf trogic ond qu¡elest spooks
on record. He survived the Americon Revolu-

-9-

The house is now The residence of Mr. ond
Mrs. Augustine l. Smythe in whose fomily it
hos been since iusl ofier fhe Civil Wor. His

. greot-grondfother purchosed the dwelling,

l,' r¡ne T. Smyihe ond he wos selected lo
probobly in l8ó8. He olso wos nomed Augus-

. rccompony Copf. Joseph Monigoult os h¡s

lion only fo be killed by gunshot during o deer
hunt ofter the \,vor.

This tolented young mo¡l known os o oeep
thinker, wos killed obout g o.m. ond ot the
very moment of his deoth, his mother report-
edly wolked into Ihe hondsome librory of the
3l Legore St. property îo see The d¡m outline
of her son, seoted in o choir, heod-on-hond, in
o oensive oose.

The ghosf hos not been seen for mony yeors
bul il olwoys oppeored on br¡ght sunny
summer mornings, olwoys in lhe some posi-
tion.

The presenf owner's folher wos for mony
yeors president of the Society for the Preser-
voTion of Spirituols. Mony of the eorlier
reheorsols of the Societv were held ot 31

Legore St. The Soc¡ely wos founded by de-
scendonts of olonlol¡on owners or former
plonlolion owners who hod moved to the city
ond who gothered logether to sing the old
songs lhey hod heord the Negroes sing in rhe
counrry.

They were osked to sing ot o chor¡fobfe
offoir one yeor in the eorly 1920s ond were so
populor thol the Soc¡ety took formol shope. lt
hos performed ever since ond is generolly
cred¡ted with hoving preserved the lrue Negro
spirituol in this oreo, songs thof ofherw¡se
would hove disoppeored.
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No. II-MRS, WILIAM HEYWARD'S HOUSE

3l Lesare Street

c. 1789

This pleasant double house with its rather unusual entrance across a stone flâgged
lower pìazza stands in the center of â ncver divided 1ot from the ,,G¡and 

_N4odell,, of
1672. Abolit 1789 it was built by the widow of 'r¡r/illiam Heywarcl, whose brother,
Thomas, had signed the Declaration of lndependence. l-ike her in 1aws, Haurah Shu_
brick Hey$'ard was a successlul ¡ice planter. Her house shoñs this in ;,improvements,,
that were obviously made soon after its buiidirìg. Among these is the ,,bow,, to thc
south with its delicate palladian window in the large upstairs parlor. lt remaiDecl lter
home until 1829.

In this tine it unhappily acquired a fairly well-authentìcâted ghost. young Janes
Heyward, son to the buil(ler of this house, r.as riding out húnting on a ptantatioû in the
Euhaws. His hounds bayed a hog and he strück at them with the Àutt of his gun.
It welrt ofi and shot him dead I¡om the saddle. He appeared, accoriling to the legend,
that very hoür to his sister in the ¡oom thât is now the library. Ancl he has beelr
seell there since, always iD the same âttitude, his head in his hand, seated pensive at
ihe table.

"à 32 <+
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WILLTAM HEYWARD HOUSE

c. 1789
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of al-I the streets within the oLd and historic areas
of Charl-eston none can display a greater concentration of
architecÈuraL distinction than.Legare Street. Number 31,
though second to none of its neighbors in grace and e1e-
gance, holds its place with hospiÈable poise and relaxed
assurance devoid of hauteur .

Líke many charleston houses of an earfier period the
first floor is raised only a few feet above the tile pav-
ing of the lower piazza. The front door is in no way
accented, except by a f J.ight of concentric semí-c ircular
stone steps. The halt is of medium width and the stair-
way takes its place at the rear. To the left is the
library extending to the south in a semi-circular bay.
This bay is separated from the rest of the room by a
pair of slender wood columns recalling a familiar Adam

mannerism. Tall bookcases Iine the wall-s reaching al-
most to the ceiling. All of the woodwork has been
"grained" in subdued tones of ochre and raw sienna sug-
gesting an atmosphere of quietude and fiterary reLaxatlon.

On the opposite side of the hall- the Parlor was
extended to the north and terminated with a bay window
formerly glazed with colored glass now replaced wíth
r.l a:r n¡¡es _ Âl the {- i mê rìf l-hÞ ê¡ I ârr.rêment all Of theurçe! tJsrrur

original woodwork was replaced wíth mahogany designed
in the contemporary Eastl-ake manner.

rFha âinìna rnnm is an interesting example of how
popular fashion alters a building. In the Victorian
era the walfs were tongue and groove yellow ¡line with
an open truss of yellow pine spanning an extension to
the south and all finished "natural-". rn the 1930's,
this room was brought more into harmony with the orig-
inal character of the house. Wainscoting, mantle piece '
door and window trim from a demolished building of the
same period was added, and the exposed truss encased
in a segmented arch.

The drawing room on the second floor gives this
house its greatest distinction. In l-ength it includes



the width of the hal1, the library and its circuLar bay
below, and it is 'the same width at the library giving a
well proportioned spatial enclosuie, In the center of
the bay facing south is a Palladian \,ri ndov, vrith the de-
tail ref ined to domestic scal-e. The \,ral-l-s are paneled
not only below the chair rail buÈ also above up to the
cornice at the ceiling. This is an unusual feature for
a house buil-t after the Revolution when wall-s were
usually plasÈered above the chair raiI.
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MRS . WILI,IAM TIEYIVARD IIOI'SE
31 lJegare Street
post-Revolut ionarY
i¡one of Mr. and Mrs. Henry B' snythe

1995

The house at 31 Legare Street is one of several fine
prantãlionË ána town 

-rr",,ãË= ¡"irt in the 1-8th century by the / '

distinguishea Heywarã iã*ify of south. carolina' This is one of
;;lt- i'";; Heywaid dwelringl to s-urvi-ve in the citv' rt was

conpleted in tne raËi-quaiÉer ot. the 18th century and is believed
ro have been buitt bï ü;;: Hãnnah shubrick Heyward, the widow of
wirii"t Heyl^Iard, v¡ho'se brother Thomas had been a signer of the
Declaration of f naep-enaÃce ' The Í¡idol¡/ Hehl]¡ard lived here- until
her death in 1829. It v/as beque.athed to her ãaughter, Mrs' William
Drayton and for " "n"tJ 

ii*L 'it was l-eased to a famous French
schoof rnj-stress, r"I*"1--i"i"" oàtty, t refugee fron the Revolution in
Santa Domingo in 1843

The dwell-ing is now the residence of Mr' and Mrs' henry B'
srnythã in whose tãm i1y it has been since just after the Civil War'

IvIr. smythe is the gtà;d;" of Augustine T' snythe who purchased the
house in l-8 7 0 .

The house is þelieved to t¡ave been buitt in the l-770s or 80s

(just ùefore or after ihe Revofutionary war') It is considered one

of charleston" "uifiåi 
exampfes oi a house to reflect the

Adamesque design t.iiù""""' fh" eda¡o ^*{l:^b":"i"--:l: 
dominant

styJ.e of the new urrit"a states fro¡n 17g0-1820 ' a period- in which
Itrå- popuf-tion of the United states grew from 3 rnilLion to 10

milÌion. This style which is often referred to as the rrFederal-

äiyiã' .""Ln"a i€s zenith in prosperous port cities such as

charleston and can be seen in itJ more advanced high style fashion
at the NathanieÌ Rusself House, the Foundation's outstanding house

;;=;; ãL sr ueeting ÈEr""t. Îany architectural historians agree
that charteston nä. *"t" fine- . surviving examples of Adam

archj-tecture than any city in Arnerica '

An unusual- feature of this house is the. positioning-of the tI¡to
storied píazza .".o=" the width of the main facade' The píazza
ã"ppãil='iise from " ]r"t.paved stone.base' which is a r-arity for
charleston. fhe projecti'nq bay o! t-he southern end is also a

il;;;a;t" fron thi c;;;;i"í pr"" of the house' one can see the
Pal-ladian window on the -=e"onã floor of the Bay frorn the garden'

The fìouse recains its large original one-half acre 1ot which
was l-aid out in the erand l'lodeÍt ot lølz (originai- .t-own 'pl-an) 

and

i.-""";r the historic district's Ìargest singte residential- sites'
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For those with a taste for' tl''^-:"n;;:"::í* ti:t"iïåï å"i": -qhost'. He is a youno man, Janes Heywarc' ,i.i äîiv -to be kifred by a -

i::nr.**;'*"""¿"1:,"i;î?i:JJH'1";"T,1ä¿.ii;"'*1.t::i":þ?l
lru;:';:':lål Ji="nåä'i''-ii =-n''-'a T:f€::"'Få:ï:í; :n;:.:1"'"'=
iïãããaï in tÉe house' but he has not þet

ENTRANCE H.AI'I'

Portrait of the v¡ife of James- Le^ech Ridgeway ' 
Caroline Carrington

Ridger"av .lnottt -rzoo gi:3^1t'??ìiiam Lancaster' Plvmouth Dock'
tarr åasã crócr' English' 'marKeo ir*ã;;; fanil-v''**- it has alwavs been in n'=:-"*vËïiip;";ã;l;'fashion
srae ãr,"ii",';:ä_'ïå;:ã"i.ii-iìå;rarion
settee. Pl"ne'

I.,IBRÀRY

rhis is a verv- special .'""T yltl^ t'îît""="=-.'"""n"1'"ï'=;:Ìï?Ï"";:3:::
.==o"iäËËu*liin n"ôri=h countrv h9u":::.,
a sprendid cortectroi ärI""x=' *""""tipiËl ãiìãtããt"pn= l-'1:u ñistoric

mern-orabilia t"rr""t*iiri" it'tLt"'-t' t''a-Ëãrå"îs fol t-he o$tn'ers as welf

ä J"',,,,*"' o,,'- r 31,,.H ffi'f"'+å"åå :iii'**" 
.':"';i 

";t th e manv turbu I ent

periods of Engtrsn t

It is interestlng to note ^tl'at lrìS-ustine 
Srnythe ' the^ f irst Smythe

owner of this dwerrrnj;;-;" otricer-in i-nã'òonfLderate forces and was

:*'i.ä;å.-"^,--.t:-t.{:åft,ä:"æjtF;::i*.T"',îT'="?'"?iïu'"'l
ä""àip""v"c?p\ii1-J ro spot the Federai-qun¡oats then -brocking 

the
äãã:'iiiiå¿ li^1t*to"în" bairoon carrvins ü' "tîîtn" ¡urs-t' brinsine that
charleston Port' .rI
iäiii""r"';..131o¡-ffi +åi"Ë{iI{"""n"}iiifåå"iå'""J;"""i::""ãurvived the !Ùar ano ¡rrÞ

Documents of signif ican-t .j,nte-r¡¡^t rtli"Tdiit-t"trates the original
ã"-iãtn centurY Plat of the ?r:e

f toot pt^í å"^JL""ris"t1!Ì:,i of the lot
An original å"pV- tf ttre oraina-nce of Secession signed 1n

charteston ä'n pecember tn" -z-oir'-; 
tftt.' lll:-coPv was taken

t o c o r. umil i ; 
" d;;;; 

^rhe, _ 
y a r rlii';fl". *:=: "*""?:à". 

"' 
î"13

discovered by Union f ol"-"-='^.t 
a Union soldier'

",.'"åá;?;å:"å:"'!i:iT-iü*:i+ià:äþ"ï"ïi"å"',å"¡'ä1"1!5iy...- -::n:*xåu;i 
"iÎ,]uuiËi3i]ì"L.it,ãi" =1.t"=. Frorn the window

jn the ri¡iary' a Pa-lrnetto p"rì'-lni"rt is the state Tree' can

be seen ' f t was prante'l -t'-Ëiìi'^"ån 
cerenony -on 

the day sc

seceded forn the union and '-i""åi-L"t"rs 
abóve the roof'

portrait, one of the snythe sons, ceorge, now has 5 children,

above the mantel '
Deer, shot bY Mrs' SnYthe
ñi"ãå"t chaii' Ensrish
or*-ãr-,.ir, .nipõäíããr" stvfe' .u"gt;::. barn in rea¡ of propertv
ilir;;"'å:i:,;å ;'#'""i Jn:""i'J""?'""åri'riä ñä'"= 1n the citvJ
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DINING ROOM

one of the orrginal rooms in the earliest part of- the- lìouse

but it underû/ent rnoäif ications at tsto different periods' - 
It vtas

;;iqi;"Ir;-tå*oa":-rJá-il-fh; vj-ctorian era r/Ùhen its t¡all-s were

stripped of their Jtigi""i woodwork anòI refitted with the then

fashionabre tongue î"ã-ãiã""" yerlow pine panerting.' Fashions

changed and, in tne agíQ's, tlle owners took advantage of the
opportunity to p.rt"it"" 

-inié otttt*ental woodwork which had been

sâlvaqed form a o",nol- i"h"d charl-eston house and $/as refitted to
this ioom.

Thê house originatly stopped at th.i,s room and has been altered
with the addition of a iear wing and the encfosed solarium which

ö:-.rã= iigrtt and protection for plant material-s housed there'

The furnishings are inherited farnilv pieces aLong with
additions chosen ny tne o$'ners ' Mrs ' Srnyt-he.'è f 11]-V ^3rnigrated
from Englana to eermuãã-"t'á ^ttty 

pieces for]nd here were originally
ãr"îtãá'i" Engrand "itã" 

cit"tr"s-tón was stilL a royar coLony'

Portraits, include two gerierations of the Ridgeway famil.y'
Mrs. snythe's English forebears' The firit is a portrait
of James iã.ãitÏíãg"1^ray v'ho died in 1862 ' His father and

namesake T;ã;pì;iåã ii a satiricar sketch in v¡hich he is
i;li¿d itJÑ"ì-q'"l" pli-=g" ror refusing as a publisher to
áivulge the names of his ne$¡s sources'

Portraits of Mrs' Smythe/s mother compl-eted -at her home in
Bernuda, åna tttt-pt""ent Mrs' Srnythe (yello$/ green dress)

Drop Ieaf table, Sheraton ' . 
Amerlcan

Di.ning table, ãåu¡fe pedestal' Engfish' c' 1790-1800

Hanging cabl-net, Dutcñ rnarquetry ' above sideboard

SITTID¡G ROOM

Thisvlarnandinvitingroomsho\4rextensivesignsÕfthe
remodeJ-ling tnat toìr pi""à ií this house in the Ìate 1-9th century
or victoria., p".ioáI" ãË-iir.t- tirã, tn" north bay v,¡as added to the
house and ttre ¡awaiàian styrea mahogany and $/alnut ch irnney breast
woodwork and r"r"äåäli"õ' 

-ràt" iistårrea. Family tradition
maintains that the;;;ã;;ti was crafted from l¡/ardrobes ' tabfes' and

bureaus, which is ;-;"ü-i;;ntive adaptation' Note the depth of
the chimneyr very li'"ã"i"il=tic of .häuses of this period' The

furnishings ana arJ'wo-rxs ãìe prirnarily inherited f arniLy pieces '

Sofa, sheraton, particularly handsome
Library tabler Engtish
chest, possibly from the 17th century
Sofa table, custom desì'gned, -".ott!3i"= an interesting

collection ot sfretls coilected by Mrs' Snythe \^rho gre$¡ up

in Bernuda
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one of the fascinating events. associated with this house is
the role played ¡v -tîJ s*v'trrl r1lilv in the preservation of the
Lohrcountry's spirituåï *o=i" tt-aitiåns' Mr' -smythe's father was

presi-dent of the socie'ty for the Preservation of Spirituafs for
many years. uunv oi-iñJ; 

"a-r 
ry i-"nearsars of the society $tere herd

here. Both Mr. and Mrs. Srnythe are frtembers (He is currently
president) and the ;;"1;t; i"ñ"i"" an actj-ve organization ü/ith a

Èusy concert schedule.

Group photo, on side sheLf, taken in 2nd floor drawing roorn

GÀRDEN

Take care tlle groundl is uneven ' The range-of buildings-on the
norttr consist of tne old kitchen, now a renlal property' the old
stable and carrlag"'tt""=ã "itrl 

¡ ioose boxes' No'ice the huge Live
oak v¡hich she]Èers 

'lf* -ftå""ã and yard' The plantings are the
resuLt of careful tendinq of nany generations' tne rear garden is
;;î;tit;ly-"ã", it v¡as fármerly a tennis court' The visitors can

use the vtal-k along ih" "ott="ttãtory 
to return to the street'


