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t s/as a nighdy television
news story laced s/ith a Pro-
fouûd i¡ony, which evoked
the poetic sensibilities of cor-
respordent Cha¡les Kumlt.

Befbre the voyeudstic lens

of CBS lelevision camelas,

quiedy tÙcked between the
weathered memoriâls of
Charleston's Magnolia Ccm-

etery, grâveside seryices fo¡

Julius \øaties \Varing, a retired 87-yeâ¡-o1(l

federal judge an<ì âristocflfic Cha¡lestonian,

were dutifully perfoflnecl on Jatuary 17,

1968. As the group of rnourners revcrently
huddled around thc cluÌnps of dirt dug to
accommodate \Varing's casket, a stâfilinél

con[râst bccame painfully evident: 200

blacks, but only 15 whiles, witnessed fhe
judge's ccrcmony fi rsf -haûd.

"There are few white moumers he¡e

roday," Kùralt told viewe¡s. "Mary peoplc
have paid a price fbr thei-r Civil Rights

âdvocacy, a Unitecl Srates l)istrict Couit
judge among them." To Kumlt, ard milÌions
of national viewe¡s, \garin!Ì's funeml w¿s

haùntinÉÌly symbolic of Ame¡ica's 300 yea.

struggle for racul equality. on thât dây, the
South's ignoble legacy of institutional
rac$m, slavc túdinfl, and WHITE ONLY
signs symbolically cmmbled.

AlthoÙgh Judge vadng had cleparted

Cha¡lesLon some 1ó years before his death,
volcânic emotions erupted after his funer
al. "The iudge comes hol¡e," wroLe

\øâring colleague Ruby Co¡nwell to the

Neus & Courier. "\(/e âre hono¡ed to have
yorì resl here in our midsr." Elscwhere,
\iøaring's former law pafiner D.A.
Brockirton, Sr. reportedly stalecl, "TlÌâl
was jùst a chapter in my lìfe drats over
¿nd done with, like a bad (ìreâm." others

-l

Rights crusade. To Afücan Americans,
\øa rg was a sympathize¡ who relin-
quished his sociâl staûdirg among
charleston's so-called "bluebloocìs" to pro-
mote the cause of personal libenies. '-fuclgc

\varirg is held in very high esteem,"

ob$eryed fhe NAACP'S Reve¡end I.D.
Newman ir 1968. "Perhâps more so than
any individtral outside úle Negro race, f-or

his corÍibution to the dignily of the Negro
which lanks him with the grcât men of
American histoly, such as p¡esiclents

Lincol¡, Kennecly, and Johnson."
As 2002 looms on the calendar, a half'

century will have passed since Judge
\yy'aring left his beloved Charleston for a

self-imposed exile on tlle islaûd of

martyrdom. In 1945-just three years after

he was appointed fedcr¿l judfle-\v¿ritg, a

hanclsome, stlappirg six-foote¡, possesscd

a duraLrly boyish fäcc thât concealed his 65

yeaß. !øith his pie¡cing blue eyes liamed
by a sìgnâtùre browr fedo¡a, \Farìng's pub
lic persona was meticulously pâckâé¡ed h a

three piece suit, the workday uniform of a
1940s-era Broad Slreet attorney.

At first, \?arirg consciously lived p to
his carefully cultivated fâcade, maintain-
ing ân âh of respectability fo¡ Charleston

society. He boasted the genetic endow
ment of an authentic Charlc$tonian: I11 the
17th century, the $øâties ard varing
clans, Anglo-!øelsh settlers, planted fheir
roots in the Carolina colony. Ultimately,

Clo*ol*uúrm sooieúy nreviled W*oi^g as a Énaiúon úo úhe ciúyL
ðllaienú, A^gìLr-S*r,oll aodLe of socia]l oonfl.uoú"

were not so tactfLrl. An unnamed
Ch¿rleston matror lambasted Kùreh's
"impassioned ârd soulful dissertation" ir a

letter to CBS News, conclùding that it "left
me fbr one-slighfly ûauseated."

Quirtessenlially, Chârlesfon society
reviled rvari¡rg as a traitor to tlÌe city's

arcient, Anfllo-Saxon code of social con

duct, a ùaû who defiantly rcbùked person-
âl plcâsantdes in favor of a one-man Civil

Nlânhâttanl In the aftemath of the social

revolution that transfonned Americar life iû
rhe lâtter half of the 20tl century, \vy'arinÉ¡

remaiDs an enigrnâtic fìgure, one of the
most compelling personalities in Châr

leston's 331 year history.

Srnnúlo *f lBot*dL
oû dre surface, J. \øatics lùüadng seemed an

infìnitely unlikely caûdidate fo¡ Civil Rights
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their descendanß-Edwarcl Pccry varing
and Arna Thomâsine \øaties-would bear
fou¡ childre¡, includlng the infant \vaties

on July 27, 1880.

In the 1890s, Cha¡leston was still leelitg
f¡om the economic aftermath of tlÌc Civil

\Va¡. Althoùgh phosphate mining helpecl

restore economic stabiliry for the region's

middle class, 54 percent of Charleston's
5¿,000 residenls nerc Âfrir'¡n Americans.
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who controlled a mere four pe¡cent of the
city's wealth.

From infancy, Varing's perceptioûs of
blacks we¡e molded by the patemalistic
culture of 19th century Charleston. "As a
child, I had a Negro nurse who was an ex
slave of the Varings, whose ¡ìame was
Hannah," he ¡ecalled in an interview \ritlr
New York Cily's Columbia llnive¡sity ir
1956. "Negroes in the Sou¡h generally did-
n'! have last ûames. Most of the Negroes I
knew were ex-slaves, and you loved drem.
\ve didn't give them ary rights, but they
never asked for âny ghrs, and I didn't
qùestion it. I was Ëised iû tlìe atmosphere
tllat we ought to take care ofthese people."

Waring's cullural biases origirally came
into question at the University School, an
s0-student private institution. The school's
headmaster, \øalfer McKenny, exercised a

profound influence over the young \Vaties,
mertoring him in the clâssics and

Jeffersonian concepts of equal prolectior
under the law. Ultimately, 'ùøaring becâme

ar advocate of individual liberties, ques-

tiodné¡ state's .ights advocare Johû C.

Calhoun while emblacing Unionist sympa-

cvery whim. Iû
time, fhe \X/ârings
pro{uced one
claughtef, A1Le.

Wâdng's ca¡eer-
building break came ,
with his participa
tion in Charleston's

Democølic Pa¡ty

Stueet. lìy Ch:lrlcsk)n standar'c1s, the youûg
llztrings hed a|rrvecl South oI lì¡oad. Their
soci:rÌ st¡tLrs rocketed with rnemberships in
the elitc Ch lcstoD Ì,1ght L)mgoolÌs ¿nd St.

Cecilia's Society. With a cârsbycsque fla[,
the Wârings rctrcatccì to the seculity of
thctr owrì social ci-rcle. A¡nie playecl the

¡ole oi the (levolccl wif¡, catering to Waties'

politics. \øhen city âlderman Bu¡net Rhett
Maybank was elected mayor in 1931,
\la¡ing served as the key advisor ând cam-
paigner, fbr which he was awarded the
posihon of corporatioll counsel. for the city
of Charleston. l¡ 1932, the People's Bank
làiled dÙring the GreaL Depression, and the
tandem team of $ø¿ring and Maybank engi-
ûeeled the cily's ¡ecovery f¡om banftruptcy.

Predictably, $(/aring's politics took a

decidedly racist lurn, reflecting the segrega-
tionist politics of the Jim Cro\'\, e¡a. His
cronies included the demagogic Senator
Ellisor DuRant Smith, affectionately called
"Cotton Ed," who openly chastised blacks,
âttâcking ard-lynching legislâtion on
Capitol Hì11. Smith's gr¿ndstancling extend-
ed to thc 1936 Democratic Converhon ln

lPo*dlioÉ^lbny, W*oi^gou 1p.[oúio* úro]ln a ot""idl"dly neoisú úunn,
neflleoúing úloe segnegaúronisú poliújias of úhe Jfio* Cor* ]Eo*"

thizer and Cha¡leston rarive James L
Petigru, whose famous proclamation,
"South Calolinâ is too small for a republic,
anJ t,..ro large for an insane âsylum. is

quoted to this dây.

After g¡aduatirg second ìn his clâss at the
College of Charleston in 1900, Waring
joiûed the firm of J.P. Kennedy lìyan, a

Pdrceton-eclucated üial âttomey. In the
years that followed, the yourg \Vaties flouÌ-
ishe(l as ar assemblyline atlorney. "l
picked up scraps, odds ancl ends," \Valing
recâlled. "l got $10 ard $15 fees, and some-
time as high as

$25-thal is, if the
client seemed to be
mole weaÌthy."

In 1913, waring
maúied Annie S.

Gammell, a socially
connected woman
one year his sedo¡.
Two years later, the
couPle moved inlo a two-story, stùcco
laclen, former calriage hor¡se al 61 Meetirg

Philadelphia, whe¡e he tore up his ballot
ar-td walked out because a black man
âppea¡ed on the speaker's proÉaram.

I¡odcally, Cotton Ed played aû iûstftr-
m(nlrl role in se( urine Lhe lederal juJgc
ship for Waring in South Ca¡olira's easLem

distdct. l)espite Justice Depa¡tment investi-
gations into $(/arirg's "cool, aÌooÎ'manner
and allegedly dictatorial courtroom
demearor, Waring was ¡ìranted ar appoint-
mert by Frânklin D. Roosevelt ìn 1942,

serviDg in the fede¡al office building on
Meeting alld Broad streets as the raLion
b¡aced fo¡ the hoÍors of !øorld \vâr II-

At age 62, $øâ ng Ì/as a stagge¡ingly suc-
cessftrl attomey who attaired aû uneqùâled
social standing in Charleston's insulated ñ
upper middle class. Somehow, d-rat proved I
unsettling to waties as the Jeffersonian !
principles of his youth were revive<l by two i
life-ateriûg episodes. First, the judge began Ë

holdÌng coul't in federal jurisdictions like å

New York, New Je¡sey, ard San Frârcisco, g

which oflerecl him r \iew i¡lo the ¡ saclaly õ

liberal anitudes of ju¡ies outside the segre- F
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Él¿fcd SoutlÌ. Then, with
cyclonic intensity, Ehzabeth

Avery Hoffm¿rn blew into
lwa¡ing's Iifc-

"Sro-0.,Élhi^e
C.,*" ()'o"ì lHliìn "
Rea¡ccl in tlÌc wcaltiry âuLo ¡ldusfy enclave

of G¡osse Pointe, MichiÉlan, Elizabeth su1Ìì-

Ìncred irÌ Chârleston with her second hus

baûd, LIerry Hoffrnan, who owned â lnall-
sion on LSrorJ streer. AJtl'oug'r hiil"ri.rn.

irc¡easingly Elizabeù fl irt
ed with \øâties. "I was the
toast of CharÌeston," boast-

ed Hoffman. "They love
rich Northemcrs, ând I was
pa y ûatedal." lalef, Pio
neering Africar Americar

syndjcatccl nev!,spape1 coÌumdst Carl
Rowan corìmented on his fißt encoutler
wirh Elizabeth: "She waÌked down the stairs

s,ith an elegarce lhat ChatlesLon's bttute
nonde cotld eñy, and accorded me a

Thc HofÌ_m.ns clivorcecl in Ncvacla, and

Dlizabeth encl \viìtics quicldy m¡rriecl, taking
Lrp ¡esì(ieûce in Annic's hoùsc rt 61 Meetil1g

St|cct itùd releÉ¡:lting rhe former Mrs \\¡errtg
to â c.lrr1age housc on TÌzìdd Stleet.

T rt \:rIirt¡ 'li\,rr.( ., ¿r'l¡liu,,ì tlre

Tno" W^uirxg dli\,,orpae saerodL,tuIizedL tnu"

soci,a[ ,onhiú S.*rf-h of ]Eor*dL.

speculate that Wâring met the comely
fÌizrbeth on diflerenr Neq \o¡k brrsintrs
t¡ips, evrdcntly no one knows wlìen tlìey
were origiûâlly inffoducecl.

F()ll()wirÌg tlìe sociâl rituals of 191r0s

r lrarle\lon, rlrc H,'rlm.rnr ¡n(l W/rings
playecl briclge together. I)esprte wârrn€j's

¡eputation as a c<>mpulsive sldÍ chaser,

welcome fit for a cavâlier."
Ir Februaly 1945, afte¡ 32 years of mar-

riage, \laring told A¡nie that he wanted a
clivorce. \vith a seftlemenr of $20,000 in cash

and $1,000 paid-up life insurance policy, thc

couple oLrtained a quickie Flo¡ida divorce ri
J ne, ât a fime when Sou¡h Carolina laws

banned the lcgal dissolutioû of maÍiage.
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social orbit South of
Broâd. The NeLDs and
Coøner published a two
pâraglaph item oû fhe
divorce June 9th, as local
wags mocked Elizabeth as

"some bridge pÌayer." One
anonymous local atlofney
allegedly fold Collíer's
magazine that "sometllirg
come over him," an insin-
uation of menral infirmily
01 demonic possession,
lhat spârked heâted
derials by varing's
ûeplìew Thomâs, editor
lor the Neus and Couri.er.

Reporredly, Judge $øar-

ing's resignation from the
South Calolir¿ Society
was greeled with cheers.

Now divo¡ced, he was
barished from the Sl.

Cecilia's Society ard
the Chârleston Chrb.

Increasingly,
ll¡aring soughf ouf
inlellectual pursuits,
voraciously reading
books hke Ihe Mind
of the South, by wJ.
Cash, and cunnâr
Mytdal's An Atuer-
ican Dilemma, bod-r damning indictments
ol southern r¿cism. -l couldnl take it, at

first," \Valing told 6ol/ler3 Samuel Grafton

"S*gr*s"f io^ llu lP.o Su
L"uõ*^lLitv"
Begirdng ir 1945, \Variûg's rep-
utation as a liberal refo¡me¡ was

cemented through a series of
judiciâl rulings that would alte¡
the course of American sociery.

lnitially, Judge $øadng eliminated the üâdÈ
tional system of segregated seatirg for
whife and Africaû Americañ jurors. Then,

the legal foundatior for public school ìnte-
gration with 195I's Iar¡dmatk Br[ggs u. Elliot,
the decision that challerged Cla¡endon
Coùnty Board of Education separate but
equal policy for school segregation. In a dis-
seûting vote agâinst two of Soùth Carolina's

federal judges, varing sratecl that "segrega

tioû is per se inequality," a statement fhat

lect to the NÀ{CP'S dismantling of segregat-

ed schools just three years later in the his-

oolú 
iu úio** fro S.*úlo C*orli^* úo neioin úlo,* (J^ir^. Itr iu úirne úo...

Ì u 
^. 

,f u . I ' ee

adlop( (lhc l\rmenican way oll comdluc(ing <"llcc(ions. JL \V',ri"* Wu'ni^s

in 1950. "I used to say it wasr't true, it
couldn'¡ be. I'd pùt the books down, so

troubled I couldn t look at them. We d get

ir our car and drive dìrough the dght, just

thinkirg and talking."
"Locally, specul¿tior ceûters or fhe

belief tìÌât Elizabeth conve¡ted Judge
\(/a¡ing to the campaign for Civil Rights,"
explains Ted Phillips, author of a fo¡th
coming book about the deceased of
Mâgroliâ Cemetery. "In reality, he w.¿s

al¡eady movirg towards the side of deseg-

regation ard equal rights for Aftican
Americans; she merely nudged Varing
towards the dilection of the 'religior' of
civil rights."

he upheld a Supreme Court mandate of
equal pay for public sclrool teachers,

regardless of race.

His ne\t judgemenl w¿s revolurionary: in

Elmore u. Rice, 1t¡y'arir.g rulecl that the
Corstitùtion called for universal suffrage

f¡ee of raclal bias- TlÌus, the SoutlÌ Carolinâ

Democratic Primary-oûce an all-whi¡e
irstitution was opened to blacks. "It is

time for South Carolina to rejoin the

Union," wrote \va¡ing. "It is time to fàll in
srep with dle other states and co adopt rhe

Amelican way of conducfirg elections."
lltc N(u yorþ /im cs l¿udcd Warin¡1s la4-
decision, callirg it a "gain for fair play."

In his most clmmatic mling, the judge laid

N0vEMB ER @ DECEMBER

folic Broun u. Borlrd of Education. \üaring
pJs5ed our ( opies of hi. di,senling opinion.
giving Elizabeth an autographed copy,
which read, "To my precious Elizabe¡h: This
coùld not have been done without your
love and encoulagement and support."

Presi(lent HanJ TÌ'umân prâised wâring
as a "very great judge," although 1i(¡aring

1€tumed the compliment with criticism of
Truman's allegedly timid enfo¡cement of
integrâtion slatues. In an eadier 1948

address to the New Yo¡k Lawye¡'s Guild,
v¡aring declared, "My people have one out-
\tånLling fJulì. ¡hc remihle l¿rlr ul frejr¡-
dice. That's not the kiûd of conception that
we should show the wolld."



ooJl*dlg," W*"i^g'u imapaoú *i1[n r^ly grnow inn únu" Zl[uú cenúuny, as

Ao.eoiio,a evro]lvres ir,Lúo a o ulúi-naaial soci*úv"" lt;¿ pl"¿uì""

Late¡, in a 1950 acldless to the Africân
Ameflcan chapter of tlÌe ConÌinll Strcct

YIICA, the scconcl M|s. Vaflng lambasted
Southern whites as .l "sick, confusccì, and

decadent people, ftlll of pÌidc and cornpla-
ccncy, int¡ove¡ted, lnor¿rlly weak, ¿rd lo$,,"
compalÌng the gover-nment ()f thc South to
the (lictzrt(xships of Soviet Russia âûd N¿rzi

Germany. In â sLìbsequent appcaränce on
the NBC tclevisron 

']leq'rs 
p îel 1lleet tbe

1'r¿.ss, Elìzabeth peßiste(l thirt intcrracial
n-uriegc shoulcl be solely the province of
consenting adrLlts, ûot rhe govcr'nnrent.

F'lequently, thc \øalings u'e¡e featu¡ed in
:Iime, Íhe Sahî¿l¿t! Eueníng Post, .àÍ\.1 oí)
AllC television.

Às tbe ¡hetoric escalafed, Elizabeth was
jostled on city strccts and dubbed "tlie
\(/itch of l\,leeting SÍeet "

The judge becamc e social

par-iah; whites eschewed dre
rvaring househol(l fìom
1947 on, to thc cxtreme of
avoidng eye cortact with
the couplc in pubhc. Stacks

of hate maìl accumulatecl

oI-t $farinfl's dcsk, and a

tsurani of obscene phone calls ensÙed. A
c¡oss s/as burned on \Varing's lat/n; in
October 1950, a repofted drive-by shootirg
rnandated the deployment of fede¡al mar
sluls to safeguard the couple. "\le do not
livc ir darkest Af¡ica," co¡¡meffed $øaring.

"\Ve live in darl(est South Cârolirâ."
During tlÌe paranoid polidcal ciimate of

post \Vorld \Val II MccâfiÌÌyism, an i¡ale
First Districr Cong¡essman I- Mendel
Rive¡s, S¡. blâsted !(/alinfl, preclicting
"blcxtd in the streets" and calliûg for his
tlnpeachment. Mearsr'hile, the ¡ùTaring's

social isolation was complete. The couple
frequently enterfained locâl and national
Civil Rights flgures, including a Charleston
County schoolteacher named Septima
Clark and âr âmbidous NAACP atrorney,

Thurgood Marshall, who
v¡ould become the
naLìoû's first African
Americân Sùpreme Cou¡t

luslice.
Ultimately, racial ten-

sions e¡oded the combat-
ive spirit of the 71 year old
ïøaring, who annourced

his ¡eti¡emert f¡om the lède¡al
benclÌ in 1951. In the Upstate,

ríe L¿4.ncaster Neus editorìalized
thal S(/â ng's decision to leave

Sourh Carolina for a small Park
Avenue âpâfiment in New York
City was "a good move oû his
part, and most quârters v/ill
breathe long sighs of relief, for
his presence in the state in this
position .ç\.as bound, from rime
to time, to ruffle the q¡aters of
politics and people's sereûity."

Unril his death, \laring visited
Chârleston jrÌsl once, for a

Ñoveml,e¡ 1954 NAACP barquet
at tsriist Elementary School on
Calhoun St¡eet. Just one month
later, A¡nie died in Cha¡-

leslon five of her slx pallbear-
ers were warings. The judge

succumbed to câncer in New
York in 1968, aûd, some 10

months later, Elizâbeth died ir a

nurslng ltome,
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lflo. W*oio.g ll*g*oy
F-or a cemetery cha¡acterized by Victo¡iar
headstones, the \:li'aring plot at Magnoliâ
¡emairs eerily lonely, the stark, elegantly
caNed gray-grânite headstone shaded by
¿ Ione magnolia tree. l\ecrby, the
\Vashington light Dragoons obelisk
d$'ârfs \¡øaries and Elizabeth's grâves.

Somehow, the ùnderstatement of Lhe

W¿ring memorial belies the significant c
ofJudge !øari¡g's life on oÙr country's, as

\À¡ell as Cha¡leston's, social landscape.
In pu¡eÌy historic terms, \lüaring's irte-

grationi$l ¡jtance coppled the legal domi-
noes of the South's Jim Crow laws, lead-
irg to â meltdown oi statuLes thaf uncon-
stitutionally enfo¡ced America's b¡and of
aparlheid. As the fi¡st federal judge since

Recorstruction to stand for equal protec
tior under the lav¡ fo¡ all citizens, tegard-
less of race, 'ùtra¡ing literally paved the
way for the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and
the human rights crusades of Atlartâ's
native son, Dr. Martin lulher King, Jr.

'JudÍae Va¡ing's impact will ody grow
in the 21st cenfury, âs America evolves
into a muÌti ¡acial society," concludes
Phillips. "Our grandchildren and g¡eat-
graûdchildren will be cliscussing his lega-
cy decades from now. Hisroricâlly. hes
outlasted the segregationist politicians
ând Sourhe¡n demagogues."

Before an Octobe¡ lecture at the
ColleÉle of Charleston to discuss his book,
Tbe Atlantic Sound, 

^\rtl\ot 
Caryl Philips

polled Cha¡lestonians, asking them to
iclenlily J. rvaties \Va¡ing-vifiuâlly no
ore kûew the name.

Regul¿ll contributor K¡rrH F. VEs\ urites
frequenlly on social an.l poli!¡(al ¡ssues

Jàcing tbe Loll)country.



Excerpt, African-Americans in Charleston: 
Histories Intertwined by Daniel M. Smith.




