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JAMES WATTS HROUSE
26 Church Street

Agdres of property: :
oy | Charleston County Charleston _— 5. C. 2o Code 29401

THE QLD AND HISTORIC DISTRICT OF CHARLESTON, S. C.

1. Name of property:

Nams of historie district:

Y Mationas Pegister district O certified sate or local district O potential historic district

Z vk neture of requast:
O cortification that the tuilding comributes to the significence of the above-named historie district for the purpam of rehabilitation,
:ﬂ sertification thet the strucTure or building and, whaere sppropriste, the land aree on which such & structure or building is located comtributes 1c
e significancs of the abowe-named historic district for 8 charitable contribution for conservation purposas,
[T carvitication that the buiiding doer not contribute to the significance of the above-named district.
[0 orefiminary Setermination for individual listing in the Nations! Register,
o, areliminary determinaTion that 3 building located within & potential historic district contributes 10 the significance of the districe,
a areliminary detsrmingtion that a2 building outside the period or arss of significance contributes 1o ™hae significerce of tha gistrict

3. Avuthorized project cortect
ame  HISTORIC CHARLESTON FOUNDATION Jonathan H. Posfgp - Director of Programs
' Charleston, 5. C.

Streee D1 Meeting Street Clty
St 7. 29401 Teteahons Number (during cay): 80377231623

4. Goer |
ame_ Mr. and Mrs. James Small {
Sireer 20 Church Street City Charjeston J
searm __ O- C. 7ia __ 29401 Tetephone Number (during day}: 803-577-6876 (home)

“B03-/23-3407 {otTice;
! hreraby strent tha mahfmlhmpmid-dhimcbmu!w knowledge, correct, and that | own the abeve-named Droperty.

T usabtcce - fL/wﬁx{

Socis Security Nurnber or Toxpaver |dentification Nuﬂ(b!f

Owney's Sgrature

NPS Office Uise Only

N Ngrionsl Park Servics has ~wwiewasd the “Historic Pressrvation Cartification Applicstion — Pert 1™ for the sbove-named property and hershy deme

minas that the ProgerTy:

O contnbutes 1o the significancs gf the above-named district and is a “certified historic sucture” for the purnose of rahabilitation,

@ onoibute w© te sugnificance of tha abave-named district and is & “cartified historic sTructure” for 3 char:tabie coantribution for conservEtion pur.
Sooes ih accordancs with the Tax Trawtnent Extension Act of 1980,

O oo not contribure 1o the agrficance of the above-ramed district

Prebiminary CeBrnstionNG

C acossrs 1o meer e Nacorad Regiser Criteria for Evmluation and will likely be listed in tha National Register of Historic Places if nomingted try th
State Himoric Pressrvanon Oficsr acoording to the procsdures set forth in 38 CFR Part 80,

O scw mot anpeer 1C mawt e National Feqster Triteria for Evaiustion and will likaty 701 b listed in the Natonal Reguorter.

D acoees 1o cortohute 13 the 1ognficance 3f 3 potental historic dstnct, which will likely be 'ated in the Nationai Register of Histore Places i
romingtec oy the 5ate Historx Preseranon Officer,
ECEary 10 contmibute o the tignificance of a registered historne district but is outside Te period or ares of significance & m"‘éﬂ‘ddw
Mational Aegurer tomurabon or district documentrtion on file with the NPS. SOUTHEAST RE

) 5001 707 a00ewr 1o Tuatify @ & serfied histore strucrure. : 75 SPR‘NG ST, S.W.
ROOM

7 71
7/ ) ""7 (
*areh 17, 1865 /(\{’,f’f"’, (,,-{,Z '7,._—«—-——-— 30303
Dute. Navorm Park - 4 Authorizso Signarury Natronsi Parx e Otfice
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STATE REVIEW SHEET NPS Projeet Namber

Historic Preservation Certification Application — Part 1

Name of Property: ___ames Watts House

Address of Praperty: 26 Church Street

Name of Ragistared Historic District: 01d and Hi Stofr"i ¢ Charleston
,&2_6&5 date initial application received by State
date complete information received by State 3/5/84 _ date of this transmittal to NPS

date additional information requested by State

Inspection of property by State staff?_X__no ___yes date:

The following information is enclosed: ' ‘ i -

X photos of facades and strestscapes —X_. photos of interiors
X, ... signed, completed application —X.. map locating structure within historic district
additional State comments on attached sheet

For Evaluating Significance within Registered Historic Districts: Complete section {1}, (2}, or (3} accordl;ﬁé fo which
2 of the Secretary’s “"Standards for Evaiuating Significance within Registered Historic Districts” applies.

i

The structure contributes to the historic significance of this district in:

—Xocstion X design _X_setting__X_materials _X__workmanship _X__ feeting and association
Briefly explain how this structure relates to the significant qualities and characteristics of the district as
described in the National Register nomination form cor district documentation on file. '

The major residentail sectors in the Charleston Historic District are defined by
18th and 19th century urban residences of distinctive design, high quality
craftsmanship, and elegant detailing. The James Watts House is typical of these
buildings. It is a two-and-one-half.story, masonry buﬂding with the compasition,
fenestration, orientation, and plan typical of the city's historical dweﬂ'ings.

Much of the elegant interior 'detailing, including a 1796 mantel.and-a.ca. 1840
{2} The structure does not contribute to the h:stOrlc significance of this district because:

it does not add to the district’s sense of time and placa and historical development;

the location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association have been sg altared
or have so deteriorated that the overall integrity of the property has been irretrievably [ost.
Briefly exptain this recommendation:

e

+

staircase.remain.g> ‘.

{3} For structures less than 50 vears old: _

the historical merits of the district are documentad in the National Register form or district
decumentation on file as less than SO years aid, justifying the certification of this structure’s
contribution. ‘

the strong historical or architectural merit of this structure as described in the National Register
nomination form or district documentation on file justifies its certification as contributing.

there is insufficient justification to consider this structure contributing on the basis of its individuai
architectural or historical merits or the significance of the cistrict

Briefly explain how Standard (3) applies to this structure’s individual merits or its significance in relation-
ship to the significant quaiities and characteristics of the district:




STATE REVIEW SHEET — Part 1; continued

NPS Project Number

For sreiiminary da:armwat-on that buxldmg is 3 potential certified histaric structure:

(23]

l

A, Yominadion status of property:
Memination has already baen submitied o State reviaw coard and, if raviewsd by tha board, aroner'y will Be nominated within 3
reasonable period of time. {Draft nomination attachad).

Nomination was submitted 1o the National Register on . 2

Momination will ba submitted to tha Stata raview board within the next twelva months.

Nomination grocess is expected to be completed within thirty months,

Qther; explain:

B. Ewvaiuation of prc;penv. (@mhleta 1,2, 3, or 4, as approariate.)
e 1. PROpertY is a building which is individuaity eligibla: it meets Navional Register Criteria for
vatuation: A 8- c D; Exceptions: =

: the district mears Nmnna! Registar Criteria

for Evalua:lun' A B _‘ c D- Excaptlom' g

Bu:ldmg is iomtad in 2 registarad historic aistrict, is ousida the parlad of arga af slgmflcanca as dncmnented in ‘he Mational
Registar nomination. snd;
e — Anpears to cantribute to the sngmfrcance of the district. The s:a:e expects 1o submit tevus=d nomination documen--

- tion to NPS on.

i Dues nat amear’ w0 cumribu:e to the signifiancs of the distriet,

4, Building should be c:amed a preliminary devrmmaﬂon that it could quanfv asa cemfaed histaric structure for tha fo"omﬂg
reason or reasorls.

C. Sterementof Stsnhm:e of the building and tha district.or expanded districe, if apﬁhcabla. Include 3 descrigrion of how the bulldmg
contributes ™ tha s:gmnc:mce of the district or axpanded districe, if applicable, .

4 Staze Cfficial Recommendation:

This apchcation for the above-narmed property has been remewnd by L} 3 -
a professionally qualified architect, archritactural historian, or hissorian on my staff

———— TRE structure is inciuded w-chm the bounoaries of a Flngnstered Historic Dus:r:ct contributas ta the significance of the district, and
is & “certfied kistorte structure’” for the purpose of rehabilitation.

—_— T"'e structure is included within the boundarias of a Ragistered Histaric District, contribures to the signifizance of the district, ana
iz @ "certifisd historic structure” far a charitable contribution for codservat R QUIPOses in accardance with e T,.x Treatment

Sxtzrsion Acz of 1580,
— e strnc:urednes not c:mtﬂn-u:-., to tive significange of the above-narmed a ,:r.c= )
e 7172 STTUCTUrE 30ReaTs To meet tha Nationat Register Criteria ior Eva:uaﬂon and il likely de nomutsted,
mmm—. The sTructure does not appear 1@ meet the Maticnal Registar Criteria for Ewvsiuation and wiil not be nominatec,
The structure apnears To cantribute to the significance of a: '
w——Potential historic district which appears to meet the Nagional F‘tegis"e, Criteria for Evaluation and will tikaly be nominated,

Registerad historic district byt is outside the period or ares of significanee as documanted in the National Regist2r nomination
or gistrict documentation gn file with the NPE. Momination or districz d..c.:'nﬂmanon will likely be revised,

—— . The structyre should be denied a preliminary ~ztermination 1has it could quatify 2s a cerufied historic structure,
Insufficient documentation ta svaluate structure. State’s written reguest ‘or documMentation s attacned.

Dargiied NPS reviaw recgmmendec Frecegeni-igtiing casg

AWA AR

bara

State Qfficial Sigu!:'ure



HISTORIC PRESERVATION NPE Offies Liss Cenly

JAMES WATTS HOUSE

Frea—ry Nom CERTIFICATION APPLICATION-
26 Church Street PART 1

Froperty Addres

Charleston, S. C.
or Taxpayer |0 Nombare
M. & Mre, Jamee Small

& Deswription of pirywicol appesramos:

The property consists of a 2% story residence with a 2 story service wing. The residence
has a 2 story piazza with privacy shutters. The rear haif of the 2nd flcor piazza is
screened and the rear of the ground floor is set off by a wooden lattice. The parapeted
gabled ends appear to date from 1840% indicating previous remodeling, evident also on

the interior. The structures are of solid brick masonry with early, possibly original,
stucco.

The interior centains an original 1796 fireplace surround and denticulated shelf. in the
dining room. The main staircase was replaced circa 1840. The lower portions of the
Tanding and the earlier 2nd floor newel posts remain. The maintel and cornice of the
Ist floor drawing room were repiaced in the 1920s with work of the local artisan, Thomas
Pinckney. The earlier door and window casings and simple wainscoting were retained.

Two doors of the service wing were replaced in the 1960s by windows, and another door
enlarged to a sliding glass door. (see photos attached)

Earufﬁuu&u:hn:?eguz c.;ég%_ Source of Des: Title Search for owner hy Jnseph H McGee, Esq.;
completed c, . i
Detsis} of Alzrecial: - quake. Research for owner by L. Louis Green, III

lageg m s and mid 1960s

Has buiiding been mowed? o] no, If s, when?
€ Strmanont of Sgniflcance:

This house is located on property acquired by Edward Fenwick, prior to his death in 1775. At
that time, he devised a portion of his lot to his daughter, with an instruction that a
"brick tenement" of about 22' X 40' should be erected by his own workman for her. Upon his
daughter's second marriage tc Ebenezer Jackson, she seems to have bequn construction of

a substantial brick building. The house was unfinished when she conveyed the lot to John
S. Cripps on November 4, 1794, at which time a plat accompanied the deed outlining the
conveyed property and stating that the building, which is now 26 Church Street, was still
not completed. (Copy of plat attached) In 1796, Cripps sold the property for 500 pounds
sterling to James Watt, a grocer, who probably completed the house soon after his

purchase. Originally, there was a house to the north of the present dwelling (as shown on
plat), but it was razed in the 19th century for the widening of the intersection of

Church and Water Streets.

Architecturel historians have noted the unusual thickness of the walls, which would seem
to indicate that Charlotte Fenwick Jackson had intended to construct a 3 story house.

The house went through a succession of owners, including William Plane, Customs Officer
for the Port of Charleston. After 1861, the house generally served as rental property
until the 1920s, when it became the residence of three unmarried sisters ¢f the

Hanckel family.

7. Photographs snd meps.
Attach piwrtographs and mabs to spalicetion, f

Continustion shestx srached: Dy- O



Enclosure

JoHe Mc@ee,Jr.
to James H,.
Small, Letter
of 1 February
1959

RMCD
Pmb, P, 1188

S.C.Hist
orical &
Ganen
logical
Society

Magazine
Vol.ll,p.11

26 Church Street
James Watt's House

Begun by 1794

Since a thorough and complete title search,
tracing this property from 1775 to 1959, was perw
formed by Mr Joseph H, McGee, Jr,, there was little
to do to fix the date and the bullder of this house,

I have checked the price paid by James Watt to
John Splatt Cripps for the property on 2 August 17964
and find 1t was £500 sterling; Cripps accepted as part
payment a mortgage for‘£116-13~upstarling. This price
seems good evidence that the unfinished house begun
by Charlotte Fenwlck Jackson had not been completed
by John Splatt Cripps, Therefore I have assigned
1ts completion to his succesor, James Watt,

James Watt, a grocer, must have completed the
house soon after his purchase, for in the next bir-
sctory, that of 1801, he is shown at 129 Church Street,
where he continues to reside for many years,

There 1is one very unusiial feature of the housge;
1ts very thick walls in the first story prove that
i1t was intended to be a three~story house,

I am really rather uncertaln as to when these
walls, unfinished when sold by Charlotte Jackson in
179, may have been beguns Charlotte Fenwiek married
first William Leigh Pierce, who apparently settled

in Georgia aféer the Revolution, as he was a delegate
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for that state to the Constitutional Convention

in 1787. He must have died early in the 1790 's;
his widow may-have: tlien returned to Charleston,

and begun building a house for herself, which plans

she altered after marrying Ebenezer Jackson, Pre-

sumably she then sold it to Cripps, who resold it

a; two years later to Watt, who completed 1t on a reduced

ﬁoiis Green

17 January 1969

scale,
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Jastmhu Mc- tl: an,

o James H, Small .
Gtmrch smet SO

1 _ was. eccnpicd e
‘other ‘properties which ~° .
mteﬁhat this plag .

ne of ° it "1etad‘ the -
¢h coinciﬂe Ixactly. rd j
contracted to. buy. This_ is avi




'- [ ﬁ-» James H, Small Februa!'y 1, 1959 o *

LM D hie aforementioned Yin Eduard mMuG to
iy »_ . Bi8 Baughter Mary, property to the south of the Lop under
" ezaminatiom, ¥o mentlion was made in the original deed of
illeyway, Mt note om the plat, "Pagsage of 10 reet 1-11
My ¥r, Mwiek for the use of both lots", I v113 sevfion
~'this alleyway again later on in this letter, o LR}

1T John 8platt Cripps conveyed the same - d;w
.. 08 the aforementioned plat to James Watt 1n 1%, -
RN ) to subdivide. larger lot, for we find a '

November 26, 1806 (Book B-7, page 2b2) vherein he Lt
- . David Patterlon, Mariner, a lot described as bo:l.n.. -foet ont
o by 66 111 depth. I have been unable h rind
1ot left David Pattersem but I £ind o

_ Aol a 1847 wherein George X ccaveyed to
Tl Rlexander F : - trustee for Mrs, Blize mua s lot "u
- the south side of. Atlantie Street***meaguring in Atk on the

L . 5a1d street 23 feet eight inches and An degh 35 Teot¥, - Thms
: 4% may be Teasoned that betwean 1806 7 Lynch's Tane s

widened to take in a 31 foot stzfip of the original 1ot and
Lts m‘ ohanged to Atlsn -1 3 :

By desd dated Hay 2h 1871,
the title to the lot last nentioned
= at z.aw of Mrs, Eliza Hills {recorded
v A= 15 page 150) |

Al Let as now retm to Ja.me
the lot in the rear retained
portion. 'On February B, 3834
+under the will of James Watt
".;!.et described "at the o
Street neasuril
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inued : Page 3

) ]

M last uenti.gmd at a mort ni L{ foreclosure sale and em

ings acquired this let

. §illiem M, 61 e aremios ot A Bovieds

« Soription In that deed is the same as above, vith & |

“sxception that Iynch 3treet had beeome Atlantie Btrees,

Lttor He A, Millings, the lot was owned by Willlsm T,

860-1862, Robert Daly, 1862-1867, John M. Towul

, el Janes 2 Wolsean jcouised tille on Ha e
thera'by Joining the mmorahip of -the plm ;

Welsman suld the rrmt ports.on to

tt‘ had- Su‘hd:lvidad.

a l!. aaek:la}ord {3-16, pa e 202), the descript
] frontenamrch strut 32' 2" on the baék  SBE,
' th rrou *Jnt to East on Atlantic ﬁtrut

h ronom lamt *1‘ ether' irith : right-uarsny
igassage through and twer tg above desaribed alley g
gouth of the herein eonveyed lands for all persomns 3
seeking ingrass ba or egress fron the. aia_

AR 4 '.l'he baok portion of Ms ot passed m.:- th. ’ﬁu
-, P __ﬂnlsmn ‘and vas sold by Brma 8, Welsman as exeeubrix and
' % 7 - Bobert K, -Gourdin and Wilmot deSaussure axuentora ‘to Mrae
»* Jane Shackle ford, deed dated Farch 27, 1879, recordod Book
5-18, pago 18, 18 back lot was: herein dueribaa as be -

inches on Atlantic. Straat by 35 £ in ¢ 4

Shaekleford had also asomired title ¢t

: thosﬁ’in of hor hua

akurou oumeya&
i dogeri ¢

md Sarah W, Hanckel. ' ‘l'his éeed 15 reeorded
pnge 161 and recites a cnnsideration of 311,000.00.

The interest of Ann F.Kanckel and Sarah W. Hanekel pa
h_%r their respective Wills into Marion 8. Hanockel
£ parvivorof these thyee sistex's, *Ann having d.'l'ﬂ 1.8 i

*..  Sarah in 19%9,.
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Mr, James H, Smell ebruary 1, 1059
Continned . Fage i

Marion S. Hanckel dled October 10, 1957, and the
title to the property under examination becare part of
«.. the residue of her estate, subject however, to the speciricany
5% .. dglegated power of the named executrix 'md executor te sell .
s  Wany part of my estate, Teal or personal, as in their &lscret

°§“ﬁ’° bgis retion of such of them as smh muury 1s deemed *
a sable.™, 5y

' m Md exemxtor and. e*e:ecntrix prec‘.eceasec t.his
] stttor tut these powers passed by operation -of law to
¥ary B, éoyward 25 duly rualified administratrizyc.t.a.e

el As A metter of mterest Iiies ‘Ieyw'ird, as admini tratrix,
brOught a suit for mstmc_uiens ¥rom the court 'ze to the -
,'-{lp.roper distribution of the residue of this estate,  The oourt
'nyprorod a settlement by the parties vhereby the heirs at fi
_1aw of ¥iss Hanckel received one~half the net residne znd =~ .
- the remaining half was given In trust to the free ‘findergartm v
" association.! Since you as murchaser from the estate are mﬂar
' mo duty to follow the proceeds, I reeite this i erely as &
;ﬁ__mtm or :mterest. _

.\ tn Jamiary 12, 1546, ¥ary ¥, Incas and h'ances R. Binonde
eommenced a sult agamstharimsmanckel et:al, to determine -
their respective ownership and rights in the aile*rway as we
¥mow it today. The back portion’ af this alleyway was taken
over by the owners of No, Ghmh Btreet - fome years ago.
and their title was confime & by a couri order: .dated 1&9 ;
The front portion.shich. ww&ﬁesg;;ibed thi _':s'f_lit 2810 feet
- B¢ Teet was found to be owned in par y. the owmers of 3
Chureh Streat and in part by To. 2" cburch ‘Street, 1 an
.- #ttaehing hereto a eopy ©f the pertinent part of this court
" pider from which you will note that you, as owner of No, 26
. Ciarel Street, will acguire an easement over this portion = -
of the’ original alleyway, Since this eascment is in comrom =
- with the owners of No. ol Church Street,the ownership of the
e & s h is academic, but if you will "note the original
v’é t da s YOU wlil see a dotted line down this m
lablod *o'.!.d line of letl", whieh wmﬂd :'mdicate M
thenonsshare. ST
In xy cpinion, neither you nor ‘the owners of No, 2
Bﬂta have the right to park automobiles in this
, and ¥ suggest shat you advise your neighbors im .. =
M spy. sueh,. ;;raatiu 4s with your express msent,

,,,,,




Mr, James H, Small
Continued

. this in order to prevent the aequisition of any rights by -
- prescrintion, As you probably know, at least two of the -
Hanekel sisters were admitted to mental institutions but
their Wills were drawn —-rior t» such commitment and in u e
opinion you need not be concerned about this faature :

% | have _written at“great 1en°'th but I have possibly
“overlooked . some feature of this title which you will wia
explained und I/wild, goufse, be ‘mn‘-v to aiscuss 1t
with you 2t any’ 1&&. ol

o0

£ emeiusmfé, T £ind the title clear and marketable,
ag eminatian ‘38 of ¢ aurse'liaited }:o a seareh or mttcﬂ

; - you for this ref
- and Dollie will enjoy Your
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26 Church Street

On 15 April 1775, Edward Fenwicke made his will (there is no probate date),

giving to his daughter Charlotte part of lot 201 "purchased of Messrs. Mortimer
and Tucker, adjoining to the tenement which I have devised to my daughter Mary
... and it is my will and direction that out of the profits of my estate [that
she] cause a brick tenement of about 22 by 40 feet[to be] erected by my own work
men." Charlotte married Ebenezer Jackson and they moved to Savannah. On 4
Nov. 1794 they sold the section Charlotte had inherited to John Splatt Cripps
for 250 pounds sterling money. Fenwicke had made no definite demarcations in
his will. A plat accompanined the deed (M—6,554) outlining the conveyed property.
(Copy attached.) On 2 Aug. 1796, Cripps and wife sold the property for 500 pounds
sterling money to James Watt. (P-6,488). Watts's executors sold the house and lot
then no. 36 Church St., for $1200 to John Taylor Bowles. (I-10,90; 23 March 1835.)
In a suit against Bowles' heirs, the master sold the lot , now described with
improvements thereon , on - the corner of Lynch (as Atlantic was then known) and
Church to Anne C. Bowles for $3,250 (D-12,155; 11 Oct. 1847.) Her executors
sold it to Henry A. Mullings ($3,600; 14 Feb. 1856; C-14,81) who sold it to Wil-
liam J. McDonald ($3650; 1 May 1860. M-14,6) who sold it to Robert Daly ($3000;
27 May 1862; R-14,15) whose estate sold it to James M. Touhey ($2400; 12 March
1867; D-15,19) who sold it to James T. Wel sman  ($2800; 30 May 1868; E-15,521)
who sold it to James M. Shackleford ($4250; 20 March 1873; J-16,202; but see
also F-16,335), who willed it to Jane Shackleford McCrady (who added a  parcel
to the rear: D-18,18) who sold it to Annie, Marion, and Sarah Hanckel ($11000;
20 Sept. 1926; N-33,161) whose surviving exectutors sold to the current owner
James H. Small ($27,863.70; 30 Jan. 1959; U-66,381.)



Chain-of-title for 26 Church Street

After Charlotte Fenwicke receives the property from her father Edward Fenwicke
the chain follows as such:

Ebenezer Jackson and wife Charlotte (Fenwicke) to John Splatt Cripps

250 L. for property

written-- 4 November 1794 recorded--23 June 1795

Source: Deed Book M-6, pages 555-557

John Splatt Cripps and wife Elizabeth to James Watt

500 L for property, no buildings mentioned, on White Point, Church Street
written and recorded-- 8 August 1796

Source: Deed Book P-6, page 488

Che ames t will
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