
JOEL SMITH•S HOUSE 
c. 1843 

50 HASELL STREET 
REV.& MRS. GARY C • SAFRIT 

At this house talk about the overall project rather than 

furnishings etc. 

Hasell Street was much the most stable street in Ansonborougl1 

when the Foundation• s project originated, but was slippin.:; fast. 

Since 1959, seven houses have been extensively improved in this 

block, six or seven in the block to the east. This is due to the 

overall effects of the project, tor the Foundation has owned only 

two houses on the street: 5 Maiden Lane, bought and sold two yeara 

ago (immediately across the street), and the Lucky Dollar Store on. 

the corned of Anson which is still for sale. 

The William Rhett House was restored in the early 1940• s and 

stood a lonely jewel in the desert. Evidently this one restoratic>n -

so well done and so extensive - was not sufficient to turn the ti<le of the 

declining area. The latest significant restoration is the comple t e 

rehabilitation of this building the parsonage of St. Johannes Chm~ch 

at 50 Hasell. It had been discarded as the parsonage many years 11go . 

Among other "niceties" a furnace was installed. In 1959 there ma~r 

have been as many as four central heating systems at the most in the 

entire six blocks. 
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JOEL SMITH'S HOUSE, c. 1843 
50 Hasell Street 

The elaborate filigree screen in cast iron at entrance makes 

this handsome house a landmark on the street. The iron work is 

among the most elaborate in the neighborhood. This type or 

iron seems to have been made in Philadelphia and New York for 

shipment south and was, of course, widely used in the Gulf cities 

(New Orleans, Mobile). Later, around 1840•s, it began to 

be made in great quantities in Charleston and among the important 

factories here, one was 1ocated on Wentworth Street in Ansonborough 

before the great fire of 1838. The vraft of iron founding continued 

up until World War II here, using the same patterns of a century 

earlier. Much survives in Charleston today (Battery Benches) and 

many handsome examples throughout Ansonborough. 
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a suite of three rooms . This plan is more typical of 
New Orleans than of Charleston; however, the typical 

Charleston piazza is present. 

(Thomas, DYKYC, Oct. 19, 1970.) 

45 Hasell St. -- Charles W. Seignious built this large 
brick store and residence c. 1852. 

·(Stockton, unpub. notes . ) 

48 Hasell St. -- St. Johannes Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

50 

Thi s Tuscan-columned church was built in 1841-42 and 
designed by architect Edward Brickell White. The in­
terior has great simplicity of design with galleries 

having balustered fronts like local piazza rail i ngs . 

The building was first occupied by St. Matthew's Lu­

theran Church, which was organized in 1840 by German­

speaking Lutherans. When that congregation moved to 

King Street in 1872, the Salem Baptist Church, a black 

congrag~tion, purchased th~ building. I n 1878, it was 

bought by St. Johannes Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

which congregation was organized in 18"78 and first 

met in a chapel on Hasell Street near Meeting. Ser­
vices continued to be conducted in the German language 
until 1924. The parish building was dedicated in 1890 , 

and a new parish building was built in 1927. 
(Legerton, Historic Churches, 40, 36-37. Ravenel, 
Architects, 186, 189, 196. History of the Lutheran 
Church, 696-698, 730-731. Stoney, This is Charles­
ton, 56.) 

Hasell St. -- Built by Joel Smith, a planter in Abbeville 

District, after 1846, this two and one-half story 

brick house has a Palladian window in the pediment . 

It was purchased for use as St. Johannes' rectory in 

1920. 

{Thomas, DYKYC, Oct. 27, 1970.) 
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50 HASELL CONSTRUCTED AFTER 1846 ~ . 
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of Charleswn '".gray" the exterior were kept, as was lu. tens1ls, h~rs~~· mules . ~ 'tWick •.. ,. After Terry s dea .. th. the house 
. ·raised . on a full-story the quite fine cas~ iron fence of every ,km~ to hold m tr . · , ·as sol~ at auction· on Oct. 31. 
~ent ancl topped :by a and entrance stair .rails. of 'Bryan s. wife and daughter~_ ~93, ~mg purchased by John 
llltiooJS usable attic level. On The lot on whlcb 50 Hasell It was m February of 1843~ E . . Meyer fo~ $5,52S. From 
• ent:r n · th ·· h . th t H ld h - • 1 · ... i~ver s estate. 1t was sold on . ance . oor, e ome now stands was part of a large a uger . so t e Yacant ol k · 26 1920 ·io St Job s 
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· . g into ·each other, "With a Johfl Dutarque . .F.ollowing his $1.500. Mrs. Lazilrus did no ap- ·Chu ~n Y~ get~ r · 
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. Both .. p.pnc1pal staircase ecutors, Alexander Chonn and to Otis J. Chafee, a . wine !. nd' Mr .. G . T • Saf it. r 
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~~ .. of t~e_ bPlcl: IRld ·~anng rency. Bowle f()!' $6,530. B o Yi i e 
~i,t''i.\ttal .house that it was On Feb. 2, 1790, DuBose con- operated ap~perous dry goods 
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real structur~ :·changer ,)I; · tht ~1110. · but .. had her house He apparently died ip, August 124 year old dw~lllng. The wan~ cfestroyed \ y fire in 1838. She of 1861. His widow Susan died in 
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