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and oD the 2d floor th€ bed.roons, wlth thre€large rooDg ln the ett1c. There are two lnter-eatlDg accessory bulldfn5s.on the prop€rty, a
cqrrla8e nouge and aervênt'a quarterg.

(oaaì,agz ltouze

The MartlD house lE repute¿l to have had the fl_¡6t bethtub la tbe cltJ of charlegton. It ÌreÊa lårge tub, carv€d out of e eo11d plece of Rr_ey Branlte; a.nd 1e located ln the ÈäseEent. -
Whel¡ the bath tub r¡as l1r9t put 1n, you¡g frte-nds csoe-to froIlc 1n 1ts great wai,ei.y aépths.
ùome íaIoen raoles thot thls all_over bgthlnFvery darlng, and not qulte acdest: Mrs.Cutõh-ln, ùhe present owner, eays that her father had1t covered over, but that lt ls stlf1 there.
The archltect of the house 1E unknown. fÈ naÊbulÌt b€¿'¿¡eeD 1815 and. 1840 for Robert M"riln,a wêÊlthy Charl.eston nerchaDt. He ¡rarrled. 14111Þerry Serene D8.nle1 froE Ca.nden. fhey hadalr chlldren. In the lflstorlcs]- Soclä¿y arch-lves 18 en old newspaper cllpplng of thå trl-bute wrltten about Mrs. M&rt1n at the tlEe ofher d.eath. It Is quoted here because 1t ahowE
so clearly what an lnde11b1e ns.rk such a E1s-
¿resE le€ves on her houEe. lt lslrt dlfflcult,
even nov, to plcture Serena Martln deec€ndlnR
h€r stalrvay, cled lD the regsl black that ai1
our ladles_ iT _"t_tï _r"i -r1"_"1":''*. "':.

"Mrs.tr1.Se¡ena I4arttn, born ln Caßden.õ.C..on
the 17th May, 1808, dled at Su¡ûervttle, near
CharleEton,5,C., on the 20th Febpuary, 1877.

'\hese slopte dates tell- us the be8lnnlng and
end of a llfe. The beglnnlng vas wlth God,
the 6nal was 1n Chrlst. Fet!¡een. there brea
thes a llfe, that wondrcug nysLery - a hulan
eoul-, a oyetlcal lndlvlduaLlty, a splrltual
por¿naIt - the portralt cf ¿ steet and noble
wor¡lan. It w111 do us good to look at thls
llfe, to c¿tch the ln3plratloa of a thoueht
and gatner the Lesgong oî an exaEpÌo.

"Brl8ht, beautÌiul, true, brave, and tender,
MrÊ.l4art1n began l-lfe lrlth her husband ln all
the gentlê couragê, and Elngled -slrength¡ aad
sweetness of her nature. Wlth sûch a wlfe,
such a oan as Robert Martln, the up¡'lght gen-
tleflen and sa6ac1ou9 nerchant, could not fall
or succ e 99.

"They soon bulLt for t:lemselves a strong,
tasteful, rooEy, ênd sheLtered ho¡ne - a hone
of Sraceful coúfopt an¿l qulet d1gnlty, whlch
the chll-dren of thô houEa nlÂht reEembÊr vllth
love and prlde, and all frleñds recall Ílth L
Eratetul aonse of lts restful welcooe. Here
the polgned and ruled flrst rlth hsr hushan¿l,
and after hls death, alone. Here she tau€ht
bgr chlld¡ên to be lood men anil woneu; herã

she ðathêred the you¡g aroun¿l her, and here
she dlspensed the bcunty of an actlve 11fe,
€raclous ln authorlty, wlse 1n klndness.

"Durlng the E1:Ee of charleston she '¡¡ss an
exl1e fron thls :roi!e. She sha.red the tolls
and tr1a19 of her countrywon--n of the South,
!i1th the 6enerous 1-ortltude ,th1ch Earked the4
all. :¡hen the war ended, she returned wlth
Iûpalred for¿une, but stl1I wlth a EeasL¡re of
coEfort, to take her place aúon8 har frlends,
and to do her part 1n ¡estorl¡g the soclal
l1Íe whlch h:,d neen so rudeLy shat,te.red.

"As the years pâ-ssed, her strêngth falled,
and she wgs slck, but to the end she bra.vê-
Ly kept her pfece, and was stllÌ ever the
cheerful and graclous î¡other and îrleqd to
all \.rho r.ere Sathered around her. Ànd then
at last there ca¡e a tlne !.rhen she pÌeced hel'
hand trustlngly ln the hand of her Savlor,
bc.red her head .evêrentLy to God's greet úys-
lepy cf sufferlnë, and so passed lnio her
Fether's unseen Klngdon - dled fron llfe lnto
I1fe, as the seêd dles ln the fIor,¡er, as the
chl1d dles ln¿o the man, as toalây wltl dle ln
toiûorro\{.

"In thfs our day of allbltlous parade and fev-
erlsh crâvlng for pub1lclty, lt 1s we11, we
say, to l-otrk ai ånd learn the Lesson of thlE
retlred .I1fe, thls brare b¡lght sp111t, thlsgraclcus oIgnlty, thls self-¡espec¿ful cont-
ent wl¿h duty end the r1ght, thls sound trad-
It1on, thls wholesoûe soclal f o!.ce whlch ûus¿
ever be the Aracè and st¡en8th of the Chu¡ch,
and ¿he Êure saíêty of the Connonìrealth.rl

The Martln houae }¡aa sol-d to Mre. Roea c. Wltte
1n 1878, M!ls. Hltte sold lt to H. F. Brener inL912-. MrB.. Cu¿chl¡¡, the daughLer of Mr. Brene¡,
haE llyed there for flfty year€. She recelt_êo thai there were Dll¡e chlldren ln hêr fs.therrs
fen11y and every roc¡¡ ln the house wê.Ê¡ use¿l wnelrthey fLrst llveat thÈre. Now, hcwever, only l{rs,
Cutchln ânC her s1s¿er an¿I brothor-1n-law ilvethere. lhe 2ad etory and attlc heve b,âen closedoff, aDd oaly the baa6Een! s¡d. flrst fLoor are
uaed. Mrs. CutcblnrB d.êep love for her houeo
shovs 1n lta lEEscuLe,t€ app€aranc€ aDal lts thl-
ck green la1{n whlch ls her partlculaf carg.
gt 1!d.ln8 1n ¿he wal-led yarif, 1D the rear of th€!{arLtn house, on6 can hardly bel.lev€ that busy
East Bay Street ls only a felr yards away.
There 1E a qulet here, a coEblnatlon oI tbe hu-ge old treeg, the blBh l{a.11, the deaerted out-
bulldlngs, and ¿he grendeur of thê ûaln house.ft produces a sease of renoteness from the sur-
roundlng dlstrlct, not only 1n feelLng, but lnactual dlstance. The søunds of th€ s¿reet aro
nuted and Lhe moderÌr slghts are blotted out bythe uncompronlslng erall.

<)o(xyrc.c- ?-t!t I 3f
ln L848 whl l-e 20 Charlot¿e Street was abulld- *j1ng, Ellen Alken and her husband spent the yoeCirt
abroad, There they bouèht chacdeLlers, goid
¡Ìlrrors, and bedrooú sets orn3nen¿ed wlth vlc-nettes of scenes of Swttzer.lend. Should yoúcall on l,,l¡.Al-bert Slnons, Senlor, you wlll- see
soEe of h1s Erandncther's charû1ng thlngE.

lhe JaEgl]h Á,tk€¡r hog8e! 20 charlott€ gtreôt,
preEeDt8 e conpletely dlff€r€nt aapest tEñ theåertlr¡ houE6. HoIr thô ¿lcs16E ls Eoro ¿leflllt€_
lJr Greek, Ìrlth G¡eek Eoufs lDcotporetoô lEtoeyery ¿letall. lhe frcnt of the hõu8a ts ôoE1D-
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ated by e hanalaoEe portlco, 8r,'lgported by four
ta1l r.hlt€ colurns. the orlglnal lotls-L€ar
capltÂls of these coÌuEna were coples of thos€
on the tower of the HlndE ln Âth€na. Thece
capltals were replaced by a l-atef owaer utth er-
trenely unfortunete tln BubÉ!ltutes. the
b€autlfu1 wrought 1rol¡ gr1IlL'ork between ¿he
coluEnê 1a deslgned 1n the Grêek honeyBuckle
patt,err¡ Hl Llr a Greek key boraer et the bottotû.

îhe balcony on the second floor repeats thls
Ea¡e Sraceful desI8n. lt 1s used aêaln on an-
other slelle¡ balcony on the lrest s1de, over-
l-ooklng tho ga¡Cen. Wlde narbfe steps and a
flaSstcne plazza Iøad to an exceptlonal,Ly flne
êxadple oi the can'ed Greek Revlvel doorway
vlth d.ecoratlve etched glass panel9 sur¡cunal-
lng the doo r.

Çneeh Revl,ml hon'zy

ID an ere& ebout lour feet squarê, bêlow ¿h9 Ee-
cond Etory front eaet wlndow, a dlff€reEce ln
the brlck 1E epparênt. Here a shell frsgneDt
gt,ruck the house durlD8 the Confe¿lerate Wer.
The shell c6¡le f ro¡¡r the Yankeé loDE rau8€ 8un,
th6 gr.aEp .q!ge1, Etatloned. near Morrls Ia1aad,
a plece of o!úDa¡ce wh.lch had. rgnarka,bLe range
for ltB t1De. The gçeep ¡¡igel was ooe of the
earlles¿ 1on8-ran6e 8une. A pLatforn wes Èull't
o! Eandbags 1n the.awa4p for th€ art111èry.
GeDeral Gl1Eore, of tbe UÞ1on Forcog, sent a
r€qu1s1t1on to he€dquertorE for "tweaty nen' ..
61ght feet ta1t, to stand. ln slr feet of uual."
ipparently, he got theE, sayE Ad-Elral. glEonB.

fhe central ha1l of th€ house' lrblle ¡dae and
ettrectlve, s€e[a Ya8uely lacHn8. Then oue
feallzes that no si4lrvay 16 to be eee¡¡. The
stalr 1s loceted at the Þack of the hgll lD a
v€ry unuEual ÞIaclng. ft 18 barely vlslbIe
froi the entrancê. on the eaEt Êlile of th€ baLl
ere tuo beautlful adlolElBg roonE, aepars.teal by
aD srch. Ih9 arch ls aulEouDted' by s! olBate
carveal ped.lEeDt. th6 Yood,work and. EoLdll]g lE
the Al ken house, r.1th ¿h€ €xceþtlon of th€ one

archvay decoratlon, 1s nlde but p1a1B. Tble waB
d.on€ lEtentlona1ly to d.raw etteutloD t,o the car-
ved. golal nlrrora and elaborate chaadellerE.

tlb t,1",/ PlaoÍelL tlþldlion - (hondzüez U þnz

theêe Íere part of t,he orlg1nel deco¡atlDg p1an.
Unfortunately' aLl thê chandellers Itere Eo1¿l
after the house paaeed out of the hqEdE of th€
Alken fs.elly, but the nlrrors' curtelnE' palnt-
lngE and furnlture 9re owneal and used by the dê-
aeeEalênts of Joseph AlkeD. Ihe proport,lola or
the roon ere palat1a1. The feellng of hel8ht,
r.blch the Gr€ek RevlvaL archltecture etresged,,
19 lncreased by the present lack ol dêcor€.tlon
1! the rooEs.

On the west slde of the hall are t!.o norg roona.
orlglnally ps,rLors but now bed.roona, sDaller
than those oD tbe eaat. these ¡ooEs ar€ a€pa-
r8.ted by eÞ lnterestlng arched log6l.a and a
sEall d.reÉslng rooú, Thê dre€s1ng roon, prov-
lEB 1tse1f ad.aptable, has been converted lnto
tïo bathrooû8.

ùh. Alkeo house ls orn€d. presently by Mr.
Vl11laE J. BeteE or De1&warê. He 18 ln the pro-
ceee of reaecorâtlng th€ house. H€ plen8 to
convert the Eecond floor LEto three apartEent8.
The 6ênêra1 plan of the Eecgud floor lE the saee
aB thê flret wlth e centrêl hall and three
rooEB ou each Elde, one glngularly lnÈeregtlng
featur€ oE thlE floor ls a ÍId.s fal-se double
door nlth a fenll8ht over lt oD the 1E¡d1Dg et
the top of th€ etalrs, Only on€ slde of the
"double" door opena, aDd on the other slde of
lt 1s a vall Lnd E1Dg1e door coEple¿€ l¡1th
n01d.lng.

ll¡àe Fd-¿e buß!.e hon uÍál Faili4lrr.

Slnce the ow¡er p1â¡s to 1lve ol¡ the flrgt
floor b1n6e1f, he 18 r€Aecorå.t1n6 that now. Be
has not fully coEpl€ted b1s p1a¡e for ¿he Eec-
ond fLoor. Mr. 8etêB has ahost coqpl€ted. tbe
east frolt parlor. H€ L'1Ll begln uex¿ oD the
rooE ad.JolDlng lt. !l1s unugual plaD for thô
large ceDtral hall calle lor a royal blu€ cel1-
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lng wlthgllded. noldln8 end. a large Eural palnt-
ed. o! the í{a11. He has already had a laree nu-
ra1 palnted above the r¡4.niel ln h1s bedrooE.
He 1€ conslCerlug a slnllar treatEent for the
wall ln the stalrwell. The owner hes done all
the lnterlor Cecoretlon ÞlannIng blEBelf.

The ce.rden of the -Uken house 19 lald out ln a
loveiy fcroel pat¿e r'..). It h?s b,€en eleared and
replantea wlth decorstlvê flover beds,'. qhlch
w!11 eake a nlee dlsple.y lE the Epr1n6.

Flouen ßei - Lovdg Foøml ?ottetn

Thê property el-so lncluded. a c8.rr1a6e house
nhlch has been co¡vorted lnto ten apartEents
knor¡¡ ss 100 Alexe.nåer Street. TblE property
has recently been Eold off. It lE Eepareted
froo the Ealn house by an ordlna.ry concrete
block vâ1l.

the Rober¿ Martln house and. the JoseDh Alken
houge belonged to the saEe fanlly, as they be-
long to the ealqe archltecLural era. ln 1848,
Joseph D. -qd ken ûarrled Ellen lilart1n, Robert
Martlnrs daughter. Joseph and gll€n l¡ere Eec-
on¿l couslns, for Robert Marttn's nother Has
Marsaret Alken. Robert M&rtln bul1t the
"41úen" houee next to hls and gave lt to the
your¡g couple as a !,{edd.lng preBent. lo Joseph
Alken has been attrlbuted. the deslEn of thls
house, but lhls 1s Ì¡lthout founda¿i.odr lhe
archltect !,ras JâDes M. Curtls.
Vh11e IE.w wa6 h1s professloD palntlng end Ecul-
pture wefe the pleasurês of h1E l-elsure houtB
and., lD the oplnlo! of b1a conteEporarleg,
could have been hls fortune. the house waE or-
1g1nal1y hung rì1th h1s palnt1¡g8, and aculp-
tured bu8ts of hlB wlfe aEd chlldren uere pro¡¡-
l¡ently dlsplayed.

Joseph and ELIeD Alke! had slx chlldrEqr of
whoE o¡e was F1ll1aq l.fartlD À1ken, the Super-
vle1n8 Archltect ol the lr€asury durlng the Cle-
velqnd adElnl8tratlon. the only Alken granal-
cblL¿lren were the chlldren ôf gêrena Denlel
Alken, who DarÉed Dr. f. erange glEons. lhey
llved, 1n 20 Chertotte gtreet 1n t,he e4r1y
years of thelr Eerrlage. The res¿ of the.
chlLd.ren of Joseph aDd Ellen AlLen dl€¿l wlthout
lBgue.

The Alken house pasaeal out of bhe faütly ln
1889, yhen lt waÀ soÌd to ¡ana shtngt€r: fheghlngler fêally 6o1d. 1t to Dr. l. Rlpou l{llsonfn f929. Mr. Beteg bought lt frgr ¿he Ìaltson
faeLly lE 1962.

Rob€rt yartln algo bulÌt another house Elûllerln congtructi.on to the Alke¡] b.ouse for another
¿leu6ht€r, Henrletta; 6he Eerrlect qlwaÃi Bqrn-
weLl NeeDE. Tbls housg ves locatê¿l Ìlêarby onÁlexand.€r gtreet but ha€ burned ato!,a. Ul-tb, such

a close coDceDtretlon of the f9¡11y wl¿hln a
ler¡ blocks, 1¿ does not requlre Euch lneBlna-
tlcD tc see the l4artln and Alken houseg 4s the
scenê of nany CetiEhtful gstherlngs. Joseph
Alkên wês a flrst ccuslE of Gov. WI111aE Alken,
Ìrhose house EtaneE a fe,{ blocks eway on El1za-
beth Street, the îeD1ly wes prod¡lnent not only
ln Charleston, but throughout tbe gtate. Many
of the leadlng men, who shaped. hls¿ory ln thet
gold.en era preceedlng Lhe Con:ederate lvar, were
probebly en¿ertâIEed al Joseph Alken'E house.
Whei a festlve appeerance 1t rûust hâ,ve pregent-
ed to the approachlng gu€st, 1ts ros8nlflcent
doubLe parlors 1lt r.lth hundred.s of câldLeE,
thelr g1e.e.qIng 1lght reflected ln the ta]1 gold
nlrrore. S¿e.nClng now ln tbe eupty front d.rew-
1ng rooE of the Aíken house, one can eaglly eee
there a group of tho99 resplendent ladles and
thelr attenLlve eEccrts, aesenbled fof a Eusl-
cal evenlng or perhape a. ball.
The days of ihelr ¿lory are gone, but thelr
dlgnlty ê.nd beâuty reaaln. The twc houses
stand al.oof , reElnders of the rûore åracefuL
past .

They stand as an endurlng' 3ronument to the 1n-
te6rlty and taste oî the faûl1y that bullt thern.
fhey testlfy to the Hcrth of a generatlon whIch,
wlth tlght llps after the trsr, cou.l-d sây,,...
"Bu1ld Thee Ìqore Stately llanslons, Oh My SouI"

lfl+Jtt¡ +-x.* l** *{ * *.Þ lf.t!l+* +* t?.k.* t l+

(À great deal of asslstance rlth terElnology
wâs sìrpplled by l.,lr,,ìead Barnes, ê¡chltect f or
the L1n1ng House. )

ELSPETH VlTWS
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Italian logg¡a is v¡sible on the west side of ZO Ctra¿ote èi.

Greek-Revival Mansion Was Built
As Nuptiat Gift, Adorned W¡tn Àit
By tlSA DENN¡S

Tlî::::,l1-.1-.r0. g*n9(!e.sr. is Do you Knowonc or lnåny hisror¡c homes that have - _ - -

lÍl|,"":T?g"j"t"ll-:$ f:n divi¡e¡ your Chorleston?¡¡ro one.room',pt.i;";Ë'i;' !iì;
-Hole€ver, rhe owner, Jåm€s Asimus

or AUstrâlia, hås done extens¡ve resto.
rårþn work on thepropertyand hoDes
ronuse úe house as his privåte resi.

. The two.story b¡ick dwellins.
i(no'r¡n as the Joseph A¡ken House. w;s

t ¡n l8¡t8. Robert Martin bouehtrne p¡operty in rB3?. When ñis
daugìter, Ë¡len Daniel Mårrin. ma¡.ner n€r second cousin, Winnsboro na_r¡re 

-Joseph A¡ken, the hoüse at 20
uÌarrorre vasbuitt as a weddine pift.

I r'ìe design of uìe house. whiõh áko,
l, ¡nc¡udH a rârge b¿semenr and âttic. Jr nas Þee¡ a ¡¡bùt€d ro Russe Wa¡renl

I :i,+T*".'il:ä:f ifi :"" jåÌ'::, ll; lr

1 weìrworth) and atso ro Aiken, çhoi,, eas an âccomptished åmât€ur ârlisrl,
a ptånt€r ånd a prominent ¡at/yer i¡r

I rnârreston, Aiken atso wâs ¡n!€iesred
I ¡n ârch¡recturê. However, a Dhoto_
¡ gråph ot20 Chårlotte listinE thenamej ol Janes M. Curtis and thawo¡d ",r_
I ch¡tect"¡eådsto theinference rhat the
i con$ructron mây have been Curris,

of ln¿ny hisror¡c hoî¡es th¿t hava
rn lnrc d¡srepajr and h.€n dividèd

lìe egg-and-dart and warerleaf doo¡
tr¡m. thumb-lnotd marbte w¡ndow tin_
rers a nd dent il cornice work aI fo ow
t¡e rcÞust pråctices of creek Re_

. The rooms continue th€ bâre.
broad-surfâced approach of this Dâ¡-
ocularstyte. The mårble mante¡; re_
marn unAdorned by carvirs, ånd
d€coråtion ¡s limited to a Dlast¡r cor-
n¡ce and high båseboards. One of rhêmo¡e unusuat feåtures is the
e¡aoorate pediment over the double
roo¡s t€sding from parlo¡ to dini¡!
room. À¡most Egyption i¡ exÞression:
n repeats a lhodjfied anthemìon thon-
eysùckle ornament) Dâttern.

The anthemion p;tter¡ and c¡.ek
r¡et ar. repeated in tìe cåst_¡rcn bât-
con'es and or¡g¡nat front sate. whi.h
are st¡¡l intâct. The capitåls of th€
¡our rronr cotumhs were a yåriåtion
on the "tower of the wihds" d€sienq¡ùacanthus ând totus leaves. Tneiê
are now m¡ss¡ng,

. In thê rearot th€spåcioüsyard åre
me 0r0 carr¡age house ând servånls.
quårters, though these håve b€€n at_
æred co¡sideråb¡y and âre ¡o to¡serpårr.or the property. Servants atso
nveo tn tne båseme¡t.

Joseph Aiken is tist€d ¿s a¡ attor_
ney ¡n ci ty d¡r€ctories before theCivi¡
rvår, but ll¡en became finåncral ae€ntlor cov. Wiltiåñ Aiken. a weãÍrhv
planter. Following the wå. he wås ã
corton m€rcnant and acted as áse¡t
lor â ¡in€ of steâme.s

_ In ' Tho¡nas crange S¡mons llt, His
¡oreDea¡ers ând Retat¡o¡s," Rear
Aom. tt, aenlhâm s¡mons wr¡t€s:,JG,
s€pì was quite an artisl and havins
rne tå¡ent tor pâintrng and scutDture:
rurnrst¡ed n¡s rooms ,.. w¡th v¡orks
Irom nrs own hånd, such ås o¡t
pa¡nt¡ngs of b¡rds, Iishes, etc. fo¡ th€qrnrnt room. shile the Dártor .ón-
la¡ned b€aûtilul specimens of warer_
ra¡ß ånd other ¡andscaÞes. Nearbv on
p€destâls r¡ould be se¿n busts oihjs
wre and daughters, the work of his

Phoro òy stàphant€ Hato,n

. Whoever is respo¡¡srbte fo¡ the de-
srgn executed a sophist¡c¿ted DIan.w¡rn.r¡e shutt€rs open, the holne is
wex ¡¡r and sun¡y, spacious. hut \rithâ good deSree of privåcy, and pos_
sesses easy communicåtlon b€tween
prmcrpår rooms ånd se.vice åreås.

lne rwo storiês featu¡e sÌa.ious
roo-ms marked by p¿rticu¡ar:ty toftv
ce'r¡nes. A center h¿[ runs ba¿k to ã
cr¡cutarsra¡rcase. on the eâsr s¡de ofue nr$ ltoor âr€ â drawins room.
d'n¡ng room, pantry, kitchen ãnd ser:
vrce sÞrrcåse to ìe reâr.
. West_ of the c€nter hål¡ are two
larg€ cnambers _ one DerhaDs oris.
rnaxy a.¡¡brary - and a connect¡ne
recessed lråtiån log8iå, nov encloseð
Dur lrobabty i¡tended âs an oÞen
porcn overlookinß a formål !â¡de;

. un tle second ftoor th€rd¿rc five
chåmb€ß of good size, â center ia -
way ând a similar cornectins tossia
on lhe wéçt

. The ârch¡tect fu y embrâced th€
. rccorat¡ve boldness of the creek Re-

vrvât sryte ror exter¡or ånd interior.
¡Íe rùll-herght ùnpedimented Þortico.ne rutr -lengü doors and windolrs,

Ahel¡å Sh¡ngter fo¡ 910,000 in rBB9.
¡, or a ìumblrofyeårs ¡t was the resi_
d.ence or \,v.H. Shjngler of the fi¡rd ot
fiesse and Shingler, cotton and råvål
s6r€s agenß ánd commission me¡.

. Thehome wâs purchased in ¡929 byr. ñrpoo \,y¡tson, whose fam¡ly tive¿
rn€re ror more thån 30 veals. ln 1961

iå#'5'i3,å1""f; îåilii,ål,,i"i
carter traßferred his ownerstrijr ro

In.I964 ir w-as purchased by Rich-
ara r. ðryan. Bryan, tike Aik€n. is ãnånßt and the mom he I¡ved ¡n for
sev€m¡ yea¡s wãs overflowi¡s wtth
parnnn8s, many ot wh¡ch rem;in ¡n
rne upstå¡rs håìt.
_ During Bryân s tenure, rcoîìs \"ere
¡er to less€n the finånc¡ât burden of
må'ntenance. He sotd the houe r¡
As'mus in Decembe¡ 1980.

As¡rnus, \rho å¡so otr¡ns other oroh_
er¡es ¡n Charteston, hâs å sDeciåt ãf_recûon ror 20 Cha¡torte, sâys his
morner, who resides in the mãnsion

Being an Austrat¡an c¡tizen
Asrm-ùs may tive in r¡e United Srar€s
onry tor rhree-month intervals, but he
rop€s one dåy to make Chârleston his

Mrs. Asimùs så]s her son has jn-
vested å great deât in restor¡Ds the
månsion¡ but ¡ts å stow Dro¡ess
Asim¡rs had rh€ roof coniDtetetv
r€don€ ånd rhe front coìumn:ç
strengthened and strâighten€d, wittnel' caprrats on top. In ådd¡tjon he\
nâ( atr lùe w¡ndows ùnstùck, reweiph_
reo ând reglazed. The buse orisiãal
ooors ìave bee¡ sanded and reDaired:
cracked p¡aster has been recoi/€red.

un¡or¡ùoate¡y, Mrs. Asimus svs
dera_ys cåus€ the completed wo¡k-ro
De€q relreshe¡¡ng. One sad exâmDleor rñ's rs the format sardeD t¡iat
Asrmus took 8leåt pains to r€store.
Mrs, As¡mus says üe yård lcas com_
pleteryovergrown ând fi ed ¡r¡ith rub.ois¡ !,enen i€r son purchâsed th€lproperJ. He hád it du8 out, cteaned Iup and rep¡anted \rith flow€rins I
pranrs ano rrees. Now, onty a couolõ f
or years lale¡, th€ garden åeain lias I
losr ¡t5 d€Iinirion and tal¡en-into n€- Ißrect. I

"Th€.properry 
åt 20 Char¡orte was

ou¡c'aüy conveyed in trust to A¡ken
Þy his fåth€r-intaì{ in t851. Aiken s
wrdow tnen sotd tìe house ro A¡n

H{)wever, Mrs. Asimus says, no
marl€r nol{, many delays or Diuals
s¡e ând her s¡)n ehcounter, tie res-
rcråhon qitt continuein eftorts to re-
sr.oâre r¡e hoû'e to its orig¡nat májestic


