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lddress #0 Êc9lt. Éay gl,

Stote I L Zip zlUoi-25tt7
Telephone (provide oreo code) Home:

Þ PRoPERTY DESCRIPTION

Present Use Originol Use

Dote(s) of Construction Dote(s) of Moior Aìterations C. il SÕs-yÕã__
Moved? (check ifyes) O OrigÌnol Locotion Nr¿.
Dote(s) of move(s)

Outbuiìdings/Other Feotures
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|\ SIGNIFICÀNCE OF PROPERTY
? In the space provided below ond on a separate page íf necessary please provüle a brief (paragraph or two)

::YT::: :-b:y: 
whv this properE 

is wo\rt o! recognítíon by the Nationar Register oi n¡stórii ptaces. iou *oy
wßn to consicler the following questíons when foÌmulating a statement.
A' Did on importont event hoppen there? Is it importont for its ossociotion with the development of o town or

community? Was it used, for instonce, os o meeting ploce of on importont locol olgonizåüon? Is it the site of onimpofiûnt bottle of the Àmericon Revolution or CìviÍ Wo¡7 -

B. VVho built it ond when? \Mho lived there over the yeon? Con you document thot he/she/they were prominent orimpoftont in the community, county, regior! stoté of South Cárotino, or notion? oiá they live or work there
during the productive yeors of their'ìivñ

t' 
Plj^::_l:!1,:g londscope orchitect, or moster corpenter/brickmoson design ond/or build it? If so, pleose provide
Drogroph¡col ¡nlormotion on him or her.



þ stcNtrtcaltcE oF pRopERTy continued
Please inclade copies of pertinent sources, including summaries of intemÍews and documents that are not readilv
available. Do not senil copies of pages from secondary sovrces unless they are from a ra¡e hook. In researchíio
the hístory of the propefty, check records at your local library charch, historical socíety, and county courthouse. '
Interviews wìth local hßtorians may also yield information. Label all pubtished sources wÍth the name of the
author, name of publícatìon and publísher, ilate and place ofpublícatíon, and. page number(s). In the case of
unpublìshed manuscrtpts, provìde the name ond page number(s) ofthe partìcular document, the name of the
document collectíon, and the name and location of the rerysítory.

Use the space bèlow for your statement of signifrcance.
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outbuiìdings, ond ot leost two (2) odditionol photos of the surroundings. Toke extro shots of signìficont interior ond
exterior detoils. Lobel eoch photogroph with the name ofthe property. whot the photo shows, the nome ofthe
photogropher, and the dote token. Either write the lobel informotion on the bock- of the photo with o soft lead pencil
or permonent ink morker, ottoch o post-it note lo the back, or ottoch o list of the photos.
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Mr. Andrew Chandler
SC Department of Archives and History
8301 Parklane Rd.
Columbia, SC 29223

Dear Mr. Chandler:

This letter is concerning Preliminary lnformation about 218 St. phillip St.
Enclosed are:

-Preliminary lnformation Form
-Significance of Property
-Architectu ral Description
-Photos of 218 St. Phill¡p Si. with an index
-Copy of a page from the 1926 Charleston Citv Directorv
-Copy of a photo taken of Dr. William H. Johnion with W. E. B. Dubois and other
gentlemen
-List of owners of 218 St. Phillio St.
-Copy of an advertisement for The Peoples Federation, lnc.
-Copy of Sanborn Map #14
-Copy of three for Mr. Esau Megget for buying stock
-City directory search
-Copy of a stock for the Peoples Federation Bank, bought by James A. Jackson
(on two sheets)
-Copy of a deposit slip for the Peoples Federation Bank (on two sheets).

For this project, I am working with Katherine Saunders and Jonathan
Poston, and we are looking to achieve a National Regisler Listing for this
important property. 218 St. Phillip St. was the first African American bank in
Charleslon and ran from 1920 to 1926. lt was formed because of an NAACp
iniliative for b]acks to own property. whal other information do we need to get for
it to be listed? would it be of interest to talk about the real estate transactions
that the bank was conducting-pu rchases, morlgages, etc.?

Post Office Box 1120 . Charleston, South Carolina 29402 . (843) 7231623 . r¡x ßa3\ 577-2067 . øtøLt.histøriccharlzston.urg



I will be ending my internship on August 8, 2003. So could you please
conlinue to work with Katherine Saunders to see th¡s to completion. ln the
meantime I can be reached at Kalherine Saunders's ohone number aT 843-723-
3646, ¡f you have any questions.

Yours truly,

,f4ú2,, / Ø¿/o, ,*v'<?
Jason L. Ellerbee

Enclosure



Architectural Description

The People's Federation Bank, located at 218 St. Philip Street, is a 3 story, wood

frame building with a sloped metãl foof. A parapet on the principle (west) façade shields

the roof from view from the street. The cornice has Greek Revival detailing. This

principle façade is three bays with a piazza, and is symmetrical without the piazza. The

second and third stories have wood siding and rectangular windorvs. The second story

windows are decorated with pressed tin pedimented hood molds with rosettes.

Comprising the tum-of-the-century.storefront is a pressed tin belt course with decorations

at either end between the first and second story. Brick was added later to the first floor

storefront of the west façade. The left and right bays have rectangular windows, and the

center bay has a pavilion door way. Adjacent to the right bay is a door way surrounded

by brick that leads to the piazza.

The south façade is three stories with five bays and is clad with wood siding. The

q¡indows and doors have their original framing. There is a staircase that leads from the

first floor piazza to the second floor piazza, and another staircase that leads from the

second floor piazzà to fhe third floor piazza. Original wooden Doric columns are located

on all three stories v/ith a baluster. The fifth bay is enclosed, with the third story wood

siding running horizontal, the second story clad with metal, and the first story clad with

brick.

The east (rear) façade's second and third floors have three bays. The left (south)

bay has square metal windows. The center and right bay are rvooden rectangular

windows.



The north façade is clad with wood siding. On this façade there are two windows

on the third floor, three windows on the second floor, and four windows on the first floor.

The interior has the original bead board walls on the first floor that are largely

intact. The floors on the first floor have been raised. The interiors of the first and second

floors have their original framing and trim. Of particular interest is the survival of a bank

teller r¡/indow, presumably associated with the People's Federation Bank. The window is

located in the rear half of the first floor with its ledge facing east away from the front of

the building. Its placement may suggest the caution with which African Americans

approached banking in the early twentieth century.



Significance of PropertY

From 1900 ro 7928,rnuny priuur. African American banks were formed in

America. They were created for the purpose of giving African Americans the

opportunity to buy real estate, and to provide capiial to build churches, grocers, theaters

and other small businesses.t M-y of these banks were formed in large southem cities

because credit was not extended to African Americans through white banking

institutions.2 There was, at this time, a general prosperity in the South with the

agricultural boom.3

During the period of 1900 to 1928, there v/ere eighty-eight accredited commercial

and savings banks organized by and for African Americans in America.a One of the

banks was the People's Federation Bank in Charleston, SC. Formed in 1920, it ¡pas

located at 218 St. Philip Street and was the first "Negro Bank" in the city. The second

bank was the Charleston Mutual Savings Bank located on King Street.s According to an

oral history interview of Mr. Richard Holmes, a long-time resident and business owner in

the area, the People's Federation Bank appears to have been the bank used by dark

skinned blacks while the Charleston Mutual Savings Bank v¡as where light skinned

blacks went lo transact business.6

The People's Federation Bank was formed because of an NAACP initiative for

blacks to acquire real estate. One of the founders of the bank, and its first president, Dr.

t Lila Ammons, "The Evolution of Black-Owned Banks in the United States Between the 1880s and

1990s," Jouma! ofBlack Studies 26. no. 4 (March 1996): 471
z Amett G. Lindsay, "The Negro in Banking," The Journal of Negro History 14,no.2 (April 1929): 180.
t W. H. J. Thomur, "Building Was Negro Bank," The News and Couríer,3I July 1972' sec. B, p. 7.
¡ Arnett G. Lindsay, "The Negro in Banking," The Joumat of Negro History 14, no. 2 (APril 1929): 180
s W. H. J. Thomas, "Building Was Negro Bank," The News and Courier,3T July 7972, sec. B, p 7.
6 Richard Holmes, interviewed by Eugenia D. Johnson, 15 April 2003, Charleston, SC, written document.



William H. Johnson, also helped form the Charleston branch of the NAACP'7 To help

realize the vision of the NAACP initiative, 218 St. Philip Street also housed Hametic

Corp. (a real estate firm), Leader Publishing Co. Inc', and The American Woodman (an

insurance co-paty).8 Thus, within the property at 218 St. Philip Street was located

everything thaf one needed to buy a¡d insure property. An ad from the 1924 City

Directory said about the Peoples Federation that it v/as, "An Organization of

Organizations for the Betterment of Negro Citizenry'"e

The bank was also a key pait of the economic hub located along St. Philip Street

Other businesses located around the bank were groceries, a funeral home, printers, tailors,

and barber shops. All the companies, except the American Woodman, that were housed

in 218 St. Philip Street were run by Dr. William H. Johnson, Rev. Jesse E. Beard, Eugene

Gadsden, John H. Pinckney, and L. R. Izzard. JP Langster was the supervisor of the

American Woodman.lo The bank was financed by selling stock but closed its doors in

7926becawe of early signs of the depression.tl According to oral history' the bank

"made good" on its deposits to all of its customers before closing.l2

218 St. Philip Street was built in 1849 as a grocery store and a private residence

by John H. Hartz. The lot at the time of Hartz's purchase measured 40 by 177 feet't3

Around 1900, the front façade was modified by adding a pressed tin storefront and large

commercial windows. Historically, Brunswick Court ran to the south of the property and

7 Edmund L. Drago , Initiqtive, Paternalism, and Race Relations: Charleston's Avery Normal Institute
(Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1990),99.
8 Charleston City Direcroly 1924
e charleston city Direcrory 1924
ro charleston city Directory 1924
11 

People's Federation Bank's Receipts, May 1920, 11Jvne1920, and ó November 1920
12 Richa¡d Holmes, intervieï/ed by Eugenia D. Johnson, 15 April 2003, Cha¡leston, SC, written document.
t3 W. H. J. Tho-as, "Building Was NegroBar'k," The News qnd Courier,3I \]y 7972' sec. B, P. 7.



:'

provided access to tr¡/o, two-story wood dwellings to the rear of the ptoperty.to Today'

the lot contains only the principle structure bounded by St. Philip Street to the v/est, by

216 St. Phillip Street to the south and by the Post and Courier parking lot to the north and

east.

This building is significant because it housed important African American

businesses including the first African American bank in Charleston. This bank represents

an important era of African American commerce in Charleston, SC in the early 20th

century. The bank is illustrative of the beginnings of the struggle of Civil Rights with its

ties to the founding of the local chapter of the NAACP.

ro Sanbom Map #14
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The g¡ea! schola¡ and leader v.E.B. DuBois (1868-1963) visited Chadesron in March of 1917.

He stood with â contingent of charleston's black leaders who gâÎheÎed ro discuss the

developmenr of rhe charleston cbaprer of rhe NA-A.CP, which had beet organized ir February

1917. Srânding with Dr. DuBois are the follo$¡ing, from left to right: (kneeling) Nathatiel Butler,

Edward Mickey, Dr. Thorne, and tuchard Mickey; (sranding) Edwin Harleston. unidentifìed,

unidenrified. B.F. Cox, Dr. DuBois, Dr' Johnson, Richard Ready, Harold Shokes, and

unidenrified. Edwin À. Harlesron and his wife, Eloise, q,ere intimately involvcd in the st.uggle fof

civil fighrs in the early part of rhe zoth centùry. They actively participatefl ¡n the formalion of the

Charlesron branch of the NA.{CP, and M¡s Harleston was the ffrs! woman chaner member' Ml

Harleston led rhe petition d¡ive to allo" black teachers the right to teach in the ciry of

Chârleston s black public schools. The first black teacher taught in a ciry school on September 1'

1920. The success led to 800 members joining the local NAÀCP chaPter'
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Photos of 218 St. Philip Street

1. Peoples Federation Bank
Charleston County, SC
KatherineSaunders 6/1,0/03
Historic Charleston Foundation
West Façade/Camera looking east

2. Peoples Federarion Bank
Charleston County, SC
KatherineSaunders 6110103
Historic Charleston Foundation
3/4 oblique view of West and South Façade/Camera looking north-east

3. Peoples Federation Bank
Charleston County, SC
KatherineSaunders 6/10/03
Historic Charleston Foundation
South Façade/Camera looking north-east

4. Peoples Federation Bank
Charleston County, SC
KatherineSaunders 6170/03
Historic Charleston Foundation
Detail of the South Façade/Camera looking north-east

5. Peoples Federation Bank
Charleston County, SC
Jason L. Ellerbee 6/27 /03
Historic Charleston Foundation
Detail of the South Façade/Camera looking north-east

7.

Peoples Federation Bank
Charleston County, SC
Jason L. Ellerbee 6/27 /03
Historic Charleston Foundation
Detail of the South Façade/Camera looking north-west

Peoples Federation Bank
Charleston County, SC
Jason L. Ellerbee 6/27/03
Historic Charleston Foundation
Detail of framing on the South Façade (notice the number ,'12" on a board to the
far left) /Camera looking north

Peoples Federation Bank

o.

8.



10.

11.

12.

lJ.

9.

14.

Charleston County, SC
Jason L. Ellerbee 6/27103
Historic Charleston Foundation
Detail of framing on the South Façade/Camera looking north-east

Peoples Federation Bank
Charleston County, SC
Jason L. Ellerbee 6/27103
Historic Charleston Foundation
Detail of first floor of South Façade/Camera looking north-east

Peoples Federation Bank
Charleston County, SC
Jason L. Ellerbee 6/27103
Historic Charleston Foundation
Detail of first floor of South Façade/Camera looking north-west

Peoples Federation Bank
Charleston County, SC
KatherineSaunders 6/10/03
Historic Charleston Foundation
Detail of press tin store front decoration on West Façade/Camera looking south
east

Peoples Federation Bank
Charleston County, SC
KatherineSaunders 6/10103
Historic Charleston Foundation
Detail of second story window and hood mold on West Façade/Camera looking
east

Peoples Federation Bank
Charleston County, SC
KatherineSaunders 6/10/03
Historic Charleston Foundation
Detail of store front of the West Façade/Camera looking north-east

Peoples Federation Bank
Charleston County, SC
KatherineSaunders 6/10/03
Historic Charleston Foundation
3/4 oblique view of East and South Façade/Camera looking north-west

Peoples Federation Bank
Charleston County, SC
Jason L. Ellerbee 6/27/03

ll.



16.

Historic Charleston Foundation
Detail of the ceiling on the first floor/Camera looking east

Peoples Federation Bank
Charleston County, SC
Jason L. Ellerbee 6/27 /03
Historic Charleston Foundation
Detail of a bank teller window/Camera lookins south-west
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BANKS BUILDING & LOAN

BANK ÂND BAN,KERS
Atlantic National Bsnk - 272

Kinq-CaPital, $200,000 ; HenrY
Schachte, Þres; J H Jshnz v-
oies: H J'Bollman cashier; H W
'Ho¡ke asst cashier

Átlantic Savinqs Bank (The)
---S¿ Stoad, incorPorated 1874;
Eenrv. Schachte Pres; J E
¡ahni. v-pr€s, J E Schroeder

"¡sliãt: 
Â c-Koster aest cash-

Bank of Charleston, National
Banking Associatio¡-Broad ¡
ã 

"o"ttó" 
State, incorPorated

i836: Cspital. $1,000'000; sur-
plus'$500,000; R S Sma Pr-e9;Dtus ùouu,uuv;
Â R LaCoste, v-Pies; G W Wal-
ker cashr, J H Luc¿s asst cshr'

plus

ker cashr, asst cshr,
C N Fishburne asst cashier' R E
Muckeùfuss asst cashier. L . F
Denaro asst cashier

Carolina Savings Bank- Es-
tabtished 1874, Resources over
$3,000,000, HenrY P Williams
pres, W P Carrington, v-Pres'
iîìlison A Williams v-Pree and
cashier¡ F M DuQuelcron asst
cashier, J J Bonnoitt asst cash-
ier, Porter Williams asst cash-.
ier

Charleston Mutual Savings
Bank (c) 

-542 
King; incorPor-

ateil 19201 E T Edwards Pres;
J A McFall v-Pres; J E RodlPh
sec snd cashier

Charlestnn Trust Co-Ste 14 
,

W"i- 
-*t"¿; n S Smalì Pres, G :

.W Walker v-p¡es: A R LaCoste
gec. J If Lucas treas, C N Fish-
burne ast sec.

First National Bank of Cher-
leston: 139 East BaY; incorPor-
ated 1866: Pald uP eaPital $200'-
000: surplue $600,000; J C Si-

. monds pres; L D Simonds v'
¡¡es; Ñght Eughes casbier' Miners ãnd Me¡chants Bsnk

-23 Broad: incorPorated JulY,
1889; capltal $õ0,000; Arthur
Lvnah. ¡res: II C Cheves v-P.;
J-W Snowden cashier; W L

South Càrolina Loan & lrust
Co-LZ Broad; incorPoratecl
isse: dspit¿l $too'ooo; n r
Ficki:n p-rts, J A Johnston v-
nies. O'B Chisoln, v-Pres, J C
ball'trust officer. W P Gordon
cshr. E S Motte, asst cshr

Sóuth Carolha Loan & Trust
Co e BBnk - õ66 King, CaPit¿l
$50,000, E M Schmetzer asst
cashr
BANKING ASSOCIATIONS
Charleston Clearing Eouse-

50 Broad--o¡ganized FebruarY
ã, rsog. Kõnneth E B¡istol
Dr€B; E G Johnson mngr; meets
ãvèrí norni"s 9 s m st Peo-
pìes Bank Bldg
BOARD OF I'IRE UNDER.

WRITERS
Charleston Board of Fi¡e

un-¿err¡¡rit¿rs - Ooflice 3

Ft"'i';'lll":""r"#"Ë"ti'*
Jr, rec-tr€as
BINLDING AND LOAN A9

soü.å'TIONS
(See Cldssified Business Dir'

eito¡v)

(
t

e

o
T
T
o
¡
&
8t
v
c
x
P
&
e(r
:
el

ãiFeoptdíFõãeratiô n B snk

íät-* i:rüså-flH
i"t t-ptu-"; É qadrden - 2d v-
pres; J E PiryHgLiå4Er.o- *

1133833h0, i"àTåå$- 
niË'åË

å"e"i n S Snarkrnan, J L David
-n c'ntrett ¡ì, v-Pres E R Croft
rl.tt": W E Lafdr, K E Bristol'
IÀWil¡o",JLWalPole' \
E Schroedk, asst cashrs

Port CitY Bank - N Ghasn;
T S $/ilbui Pr99; Ðr W ,ç,Stil-bur v-Þres; Ilerberl YrrlDur
cash¡

l" Henry Stuhr
(rNc)

1 ¡te r¡¡røctç"çoqç_h S*

Graduate United Stst€s Collego of

E¡nDqtning, New Yo* CltY'

L¡ccnsod Eñb;her Sout'h Ca¡olh¡
, SåsfÐ'E@erd llf llcslthPbGa¡@ 6ål 8{



1,20.69 H93lZ66 Eugene Duncan

6.17.32 2361579 Brunswick Realty Corp.

9.23.30 E35l4O7 Eugene Gadsden

11.30.26 Z37|ZO5 Hametic Corp.

1.30.20 529/221 H.M. Siegmann

8,2,13 Y26139 Mary R Hartnett

7.7.11 W25l285 James Hartnett

Date of Book/
Record Page
5.21.01

ó.30.89 P185/193

9.18.ó9 H93t266

Grantor

Evening Post Pub. Co.

Lewis A Duncan
Eugenia Duncan Smith

Vivian Duncan

Grantee

Historic Charleston Found.

Evening Post Pub. Co

L.A. Duncan
E.D. Johnson

Vivian Duncan

Eugene Duncan

Brunswick Realty Corp.

Eugene Gadsden

Hametic Corp.

H. M. Siegmann

Mary R Hartnett

James P. Hartnett

M.F. Hartnett

James P. Hartnett

'William Hartz and
J.H. Bruning Jr.

TWe Comments Ward

Conv. 11

Con¡e Sold as unit of 5 11

.. for total $110,000-' Meas.40x 1?7 ft
Family 11

Conv.

will 11

Conv. $7000, Duncan= 11
Gadsden's foste¡
son

Conv. Multiple Prop.
Sold for $19,000

Conv. Mortgage
Settlement- $10

Conv. '$10 and other
valuable
consideration'

Conv.

Conv '$5 and other
valuable
consideration'

Conv. $2,000

Family $5

11

11

11

11

11

t1

1l

5.9.10 525119 M. F. Hartnett

5,24.04 RUl149 James P Hartnett
Conv.

3,5,1894 A22157 William Hartz

7.7.lEgl L211110 Amelia Hartz

c $1850 11

Will Amelia dies,
passes to son
(William) and
Grandson (J.H.)

Will John dies, leaves 8
prop. to widow
Amelia

C $600 for two lots
meas. 40x177 ft

C James W. Gray,
master of Hon.
Court of equity

2lots:
#48:81 x 200 ft
#55:72 x 140 ft

IE84 John H. Ha¡tz Amelia Hartz

5.31,1849 C721347 Frederick Mertens John H. Hartz

4.24.1845 Y11/54 Gray Master in Equity Frederick Mertens

x Property dimensions remain constant (70 ft x 144 ft) from John H. Ha¡tz' purchase in 1849 to present
*x Bank (Peoples Federation Bank) from 1920 to 1926/?.
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City Directory Search- 2lE St. Philip St.

Peoples Federation Bank (colored)
- 218 St. Philip St
- Incorporated 1920
- Capital $250.00
- In ciÇ directories fiom 1920-1926
- Dr. William H Johnson, president (1920-1926)

Rev Jesse E Beard, 1"tv-pres (1920-1926)
Eugene Gadsden, 2"d v-pres (beg. in 1923)
John H Pinckney, cashier (1920-1926)
L F.lzza¡d, bookkeeper (beg in 1923)

Ilametic Corp., real estate (colored)
-218 St. Philip St (see chain-oftitle)

owner from I .30.20 to I 1.30.26, when conveyed to Eugene Gadsden as a
mortgage settlement- $10 (book 23l, pg. 205)

' -In city directories from 1920-1926
- LR.Izzard,sec-manager

Leader Publishing Co. lnc. (colored)
-218 St. Philip St
- published weekly ne\¡,/spaper
- ln city directories 192O-1926
- Rev Jesse E Beard, president (1920-1926)

Dr William H Johnson, v-pres (1920-1926)
John H Pinckney, seuefary (1920-1926)
L R lzzard, asst. secretary ( 192:ß-1926)
Eugene Gadsden, treasurer (1923 -1926)

Independence Order of King David (colored)
-218 St. Philip St
- T A LaSaine

Additional hformation on:
Rev. Jesse E Beard-

- reverend at Morris Brown Church until 1926
- residence- 194 St. Philio St.
- in city directories only ihru 1926

Dr. William II Johnson-
-in city directories only thru 1926

John II Pinckney
-in city directories only thru 1926

Eugene Gadsden
-acquires 218 St. Philip St from Hametic Corp as a moúgage settlement on
November 30. 1926
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