THE ALSTON HOUSE

172 Tradd Street

c. 1855

Home of Dr. and Mrs. P.J. Fischinger

This house is a fine adaptation of Greek Revival architecture.
The massive fluted columns of the portico with richly ornamental
capitals, follow the design of the Lysicrates monument at Athens.
The prperty was acquired by Alexander Hext Chisolm in 1829 and the
house was built in the 1830’s. It was sold to William A. Alston in
1855 and moved around in the Alston family until 1920 when William
Alston Pringle purchased it.

MUSIC SALON

"Young Noblewoman', attributed to Lavinia Fontana 1580, Bologna

Eleconora Atestina (D’Este) 1576 Frans Pourbus the Younger, 1604
Russia

Tapestry, "Crucifixion Scene", 1390 Patron, Jean Duc Berry, Paris
Brother of Louis XIII of France

Round black ormolou table, French Sevres plagque mid 1800’s

On fireplace mantel, French clock 1850

Bust(s) children of M.A. ?

Boulle style commode, French, brass, ivory inlays, mid 1800’s

Gilt carved conscle, Italian, late 1700’'s

Court portraits 1848 Sevres, for Tuilleries

Over door (Portrait of George Sonol?)

Pair of Meissen Vases

Aubusson covered dining room

Small settie

2 tiny chairs (Beaubons valis Tapestry)

19th century: Thurn and Taxix

Clock - Sevres

DINING SALON

Two sets, French, chairs transitional, Louis XV, set early 1800’s
Pollarded cak dining table, English, 1840

Barogue mirror, Italian, gilt, mid 1600/s-1700’'s

Dutch flowers, early 1800’s

"Apollo and Daphne", 1800’s, after Bernini, alabaster

Mme de. Montespan French, F. Elle the Elder, 1695

Aubousson tapestry on floor, panels, 1700’s also tapestry

2 German engravings, 19th century

Venetion Engravings, 17th century

Reflectory marble table, gilt carved base, late 1800’s
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STUDY

"st. Jerome", mid 1600’s, Italian

"st. Philip", mid 1600’s, Italian

Walnut carved conscle, North Italian, late 1600’s

Marble top marquetry table, mid 1800’s, French

Plaque of Gian Galeeazzo Sforza (rightful hier of Sforza dynasty,
poisoned by uncle in 1495) and D.B. Savoy (mother and regent),
Italia, 1490-1495%

Falconet signed set 1749-1775, Chateau mark, Petit Point

Rensaissance plaques, Italian, late 1400‘s (on wall)

Set of 6 engravings, Vatican Inventory 17th century

Dante’s Inferno 1800 - damaged during the war

Florentine Lady (bust) - 1800 century

GREEN SALON

"Mary Magdalen", Giovan’ Giusep Dal Socle, late 1600’s, Italian

"sybil" Version, after Domenichino late 1600‘s, Italian

Aubousson tapestry settee, chairs mid 1800‘s

Major Meissen vases mid-1800’s

Cloverleaf vitrine Vernis Martin, 1870

Green onyx pedestal 1870, bust Marie Antoinette, Pajou

Mirror over sofa, Venetion

Boulle style table, Spanish, "Alba" type, 1850

Grotesqui tapestry, Belgian, mid-1600’s

Boulle style commodes, mid to late 1800’s

Ormolou clock, 1856, Ch. Marly (Grand Prix at the Exposition)

Bisque figuerines, Konnrshiche Porcellan Manufaktur, 1800‘s
(German)

3 Melssen vases

Bacearat Chandelier

BREAKFAST ROOM

Rockingham tea set, English, 1800's
Chinese Cabinet, 1900
Anglo Irish, period table, 1800

HALLWAY

Chinese cabinet, 1800

"Judith with Head of Holofernes", Neopolitan early 1700’'s
Japanese cabinets, early and late 1800’s

Famille Roseware, Chinese, 1800’s

Carved stoneboy, Padova, 1700's

Chinese temple

Chien Lung Warriors, 1735-95, Chinese

Coromandel Screen

Chung Li Chuan (Chinese God) One piece wooden carving, 1800‘s
"Tucretia™ attributed to Furini, early 1600’s Florentine
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Alston House, Now Frederick Richards

PN

Home, Spared by Fire of 1861, is Fine
Example of Greek Revival

The house at 172 Tradd sfreet,
known as the “Alsion House™, i=a
1 fine adaptation of Greek Revival
wrchiteeture,  The massive fluted
wlumns of the portien, with riehly
snamented capitals, follow the de-
Hign of the Lysicraies monument
it Athens:

Decoration on the pediment s
simple.  From the small iron-rail-
:d bhalecony on the second floor
over the entrance, one zazes down
on - recumbent grayhounds, with
alertty lifted heads, which guard
the steps helow,

The forceful and genercus per-
sonalities of the period reflected
their qualities in the building ot
their homes. Bespeaking the gra-
cious hospitality of the times, the
handsome doorway opéns into a
hall eighteen feet in width, flanked
by wide doorways with carved
lintels and doors three-quarter
inch thick, which lead to large per-
fectly proportioned drawlng-rooms,
A graceful ecircular stairway, un-
supported save where it joins the
wall at one side, ascends to the
unpper . floor. Passing under - the
stairs, an arched doorway gives
entrance to the back hall. Nlches
In the wall provide space for stat-
uary.

Dining rooms and tihe library
open on this second hall, Walis of
the dining room are paneled about
four feet up and all mantels are of
white marble. The kitchen, pantry
and other utility rooms are at the
rear.

Tradition says that the Alston
House was built by Alexander
Hext Chisolin, the builder of
Chisolm’s MIll, At the time of its
erection, the grounds, which were
surveyed by Edwin B. White, ex-
tended to Savage sireet on the

ieast, Rutledge avenue wag noat
lcontinued through this - part of
town until the property passed

into ihe hands of Mrs. Fanny B.
Alston, the widow of John Ashe
Alston, who deeded sufficlent land
1o the city for this purpose.

In 1855, the place was sold by
Mr. Chiselm to William Algernon
Alston and it wags during Mr. Alg-
Lon’s occupancy that the destriue-
Uve fire of 1861 raged across the
city from the foot of Hasell street,

on the east side, to the Ashley
river at the west end of Tradd
street,

Due to the fact that all avall-
able men were either in service or
AL training camps, the fire departi-
ment was disogrganized  and  the
conllagration, whinped by a slrong
wind, gnined rapid hradway, Many

e yresblences and public huild-
ings wers desiroyed; and aL the

west end ol 'Uradd sireet, only 1wao
wooden  suuclures  remained, one,
the Alsten residence and Lhe alher,
(A Dwuse three doors west of the
Lresent eorner of  Rutledge and
Tradd sireety, used by the Confed-
etules  as  detention quarters for
fedeval prisoner:, who were being

held in reprisal whera Lthey would
he wmier 1he bomburdment Irom
Morris  Island,

For nnt-payient of laxes, the
P ANIONn house wae sold on Deeein-
i)wr 1%, 1274, by W, W, Tarll, then
oot awdiltor, e dohn k, Alston,
Prae b hiv will, ronveved it Lo
cAD L Fanne K. Alvtan,

Alrs Alston, huwever, not caring
{0 avail hersell of 1his (ux title,

rlasty wnla

OWArihip, en-

and te
|

deavored to carry out termsz of the
will of Willlam Algernon Alston,
who, prior te its having. been sold
for taxes, had bequeathed tha
property to her and to her chil-
dren, in the proportion of one third
for herself and two thirds for the
children.

Acecording to the divisions made
In her wiil, nlnetEen-ﬁfty-fourths
of the property, which included the

homestead, fell to her daughters,
Fanny and Helen, share and share |.

alike. Tater, by the will of Fanny
and Helen Alston, their brother,
Dr. Rowland A, Alston, became
neir to the-residence. )

Dr. Alston died in 1320, and the
Alston house was sold by William
Alston Pringle, administrator for
his estate, i
(Mrs. Frederick Richards),
the death of Mrs. Richards, the
dwelling passed {nto the hands of
Mr. Richards who with his family
gt1ll reside there. : .

The handsome old residence with
Its exquisite garden designed by
Mrs. Richards, is one of the show
places of Charleston, In thae spring

hundreds make pllgrimages to en- |
wealth of bloom to bel

joy the
glimpsed through the iron gateg at
the entrance to the grounds.

(The information In this article
was collected by the Federal Writ-
ers Project of the Works Prog-
ress Administration at Charlestan,

engaged in writing the South Car-/

olina Guide,)
e r—— e,
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Handsome ‘Rice: M:ll Sfoo'

(EDITOR’S NOTE Third in
a series of articles.
Charleston’s  historic = com-
"mercial and industrial
buildings, The fourth . article
will appear next Monday.)

By W.H.J. THOMAS
One of Charleston’s ‘more

-_ important industrial. areas

during the early 19th century

was located on a mill pond ©

that has. now become  the
western end'of Tradd Street.
" What now remains of this

Do You Know -~ -

- Your Charleston?. .

complex is a three-story brick- -
and-masonry building that has™ .
been adapted for modern. use ",
but more than 100 years ago

was but one unit in one of
the largest rice ml.lls in South
Carolina.

When . industry: fxrst came*’
to Charleston it appeared in -

the form of an immediate

relation of agriculture..
Lumber mills and rice mills:
would be among the first units”
to be found in Charleston and

the ' property - where the

on

= ‘- Frm e m—

connection fo both 11nes of i e S

business.

It - appears’ that - thrs area’

on the Ashley first went into
development in 1817 when a
Joshua Brown made a mil

- pond between the causeways = .
- that extended in that year

from .the western ends of

Tradd and Broad streets. He.
had bought from City Council .-

the acreage from the channel

of ‘the .Ashley River up to .
- the high-water line, ’

The property was next ac-
quired by John Duncan in
1819 ‘He operated a saw mill
there until the building was

“burned in-1826. Duncan pro-
" bably be

filling the mill

pond with sawdust, for in

. another decade the fill would R
‘almost be completed,

Several years after the saw
mill burfied the property was
purchased by the Chisolm

- family. Around 1830 they con-
__structed the mill. that would
. saw Jumber but also was turn-
ed over for the poundmg of -
rice when the season s harvest -

came due.”

“In 183 Alexander Hext i
Chisolm bought out the shares " . -
- of the rest of his family and.

continued {o operate the mill,
It was about this time that

" Chisolm built for himself the
warehouse of Chisolm’s -rice -
, mill now stands had a drrect :

handsome dwelling that stands
near the mill property Today

RICE MILL WAREHOUSE REMAINS FROM 19th CENTURY
Burldmg is now part of U.S. Coast Guard base. (Staff Photo by Evans.)

s numbered as 172 Tradd
The construction of
Chisolm’s rice mill is believed

to have given rice culture a
bit of & boost during the early

decades of the 15th century..
x=Both-before and after the Civil
War period, rice continued fo

be a source of great wealth%
to the tidewater areas even if

it did not achieve the volume

enjoyed during the 18th cen- !
tury. The erection of steam

power mills, such. as
Chisolm’s, or Bennett’s mill, .

part of which was built in

1844, or West Point Mill in

1860 stimulated the industry

Charleston. :

By the early years of the
20th -century.rice. culture had
‘almost .wholly disappeared.
The . destruction brought by
hurricanes -to the banks of
the field, the labor difficulty,

and further centered it around .

and the cémpeti{ioh of cheap
Louisiana and ,Texas rice

"combined fo eliminate what

had long been such a source
of prosperity to the Low-
country.

Chlsolm’s mill was damaged
by fire in 1859 and it is un-
certain how completely. it was

that it was more or less taken

down fo its foundations. Early

photographs show it as a large
four-story ~ brick structure,
ornamented with rustications,
and extra pediments and serv-

ed with arched openings, It

was . designed- to be . as
handsome an edifice as any
industry could hope for, but
the significance of rice to the
Lowcountry. people no doubt
justified this elegance. :
The Chisolms sold the mill

property in 1894, Following a-

storm of 1911, in which the
main- bulldmg was
damaged, -all but ‘the
warehouse was- pulled down.
In 1814, when the govern.

‘ment was seeking a site for.

its, lighthouse headquarters,
the. property. of the mill was
Furchased for $60,000 from the
te Andrew B. Murray and
the West Point Mill Co,
‘Prior to this the lighthouse
service had maintained

docks for many years at Cas-

tle Pinckney and the head- -
quarters offices .in the Ex--
change building at the east end |

of Broad Streef.

Money was not available at
this date to construct all the
buildings necessary for the
service and we find the offices
remaining in the Exchange.

badly’

its -
‘ajds-to-navigation ‘depot and

7 rebuilt, one source suggestin?;"l'hése.fuﬁds be

in the 1930s
ministration b
up near the mil
The lighthou
ed with the U,
in July of 193
mained of Chi
on its present :
Today the
divided on thr
holding machir

~ exchange, and

Its brick w
proximately 2%
with what ap;
Plentiful supply
rods between ¢
at roof level di
aspects still s
bricks of the
English bond 2
west wall in ]

The roof is of
construction w
wooden braces
the length of 1
up among the
be seen a re
days when the
still used for t
A rice chute
openings is se
beams and in
just beneath
may. be seen:

- dark brown ri(

remained from
time,



:esrun around each story The south

‘front- presents an imposing door:
way; and over the front: pediment -
‘or gable is placed a ‘bell turret
-surmounted by a tasteful vane;”
- The building, as described, can =
- bé seen now. only in photographs as TR
- all-but one wing has disappeared,
and that contains few of the. archl '
_tectural features deseribed. -

That architectural cntxc:sm isap
!ong-standmg tradition in The News

& Courier is illustrated by a report
of the rebuilt Chmelm’s Mlll in’ an
1859 edition. - 5

-'--.Do Yeu Know
Your Charleston?

* The “extens:ve and elegant new
mill was built on the foundatiohs of
: the old. It was 55 feet long, 80 feet
wide and four stories high.
" According to-The Courier, “The
architecture is somewhat in the .

_:stone' llme ‘They- are laid in the'
* At the foundation, the wallsef the' ~ style of the good: old times when -

" building were 30 inches thick, the bricks were bricks, mortar was
first story 24 inches, the second and

- mortar, and wood was' wood; when
third floor 18 mehes and the fourth - - strength was not sacrificed to time,
floor 14.inches. e

Italian:style. The south and north - ~.: and pecple were willing to pay for-
. frents have a pedimented centre +.- No wood was- llSEd in. ﬁl“ COH---.4.;,, good material, and cantraetors-;
structmn of the walls The Courler wauld use no other sort.” e
-said. g ‘This was followed by a chauvinis- -
g tm note: “We may be here allowed *
to ‘remark that no city in the. Union:
< % 3,18 Ticher in specimens of the man-
- i mer in which brick walls should: be
-_...,;;constructed than our venerable
- eity.”
7 Chisolm’s. Rice M1H as rebuilt,'
- was capable of - turnmg out more -
* than 175 barrels of ¢lean rice every
.24 hours, havmg 36 mortars &nd :
pesties, i sn 5
= 'On the east side ot' the mill was
an engine house, three-stories high *
which The Couner said was “fittmg
. up.in a style of elegance in -
with the finish of the beautlful
- engine, from the extenswe estab- -
lishment of those very: lngenious
. . and skillful machinists, . Messrs.
.M. and T.D: Eason.” :: =
- This was a beam engme, with a i
ylinder of 26 inches in diameter » .
i .,’_.and five feet stroke, equal 1o 200 5’
""" horsepower, The heam was sup-
.. ported by a single column 33 mehes =
s n diameter and 13 feet high,
- It 'was the: largest engine ever
=i made in Charleston, 3

- iaeared in The Courier in the 1355.
4 }vere meticulously detailed and re-..
- vealmu ‘bout the constructmnof[-
- ; . with two wings. = .

oAl the: openmgs have semi-cir- . -
ular. heads, and the angles are::
: rustlc 'ted Beltmg or strmg cours-

o “They are composed ent:rely of |
‘brlck hydrauhc Cemerzt sand and'x

on the grounds of the Coas 3
base at the west nd of;
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. ) Staff Photo by Herb Frazier
Fischinger stands near spiral staircase in his home.

By HERB FRAZIER
Past-Courier Reportar

Peter J. Fischinger’s new home in
the South is as eclectic as the man
with international interests.

He and his wife, Alexandra, are
moving from Baltimore to an ornate
Greek Revival-styled house built in
1836 at the western end of Tradd
Street for rice mill owner Alexander
Hext Chisolm.

A four-column, two-story portico
flanks a wide entrance framed with
10 panes of Bohemian-crafted cran-
berry glass with floral etchings. Sun-
light through the panes casts a rosey
hue on a pine floor near a spiral
staircase set against a semi-circular
wall.

The staircase is the centerpiece of
the 13-room house that Fischinger
began moving into Monday. Next
month, he will move into the newly
created job of vice president of re-
search at the Medical University of
South Carolina.

The house has continential styling
that gives an immediate sign of qual-
ity and a fitting place for his objects
of antiquity, Fischinger said.

Within days, it will reflect his pas-
sion for oil paintings from the 16th to
18th centuries, French furniture and
music from the baroque peried and
Mrs. Fischinger’s love for Meissen

‘porcelain.

They also enjoy gardening and are
patrons of the arts who support clas-
sical singers and musicians. Their
home will be a showcase for that tal-
ent and their handiwork with plants,
he said.

The walled garden around the
white house, in time, will blessom to
be a colorful setting for summer par-
ties with fine wines. Fischinger is a
wine connoisseur and a member of
the centuries-old Chevalier de Tas-
tevin, a wine tasting society in the
Burgundy wine growing region of
France.

Dressed in a blue shirt and pants
and Duck shoes, Fischinger unloaded
a rented truck he drove from Bal-
timore. He piled boxes, carefully
wrapped paintings and house plants
in an empty room and on the porch.

1 St. Home Suits Eclectic MUSC Official

DRE- 2

As he moved in, the Craven family
moved out. Charles C. and Martha
Craven, who restored the Tradd
Street home, have bought the 18th-
century Lowndes Grove plantation at
the west end of St. Margaret Street.

Fischinger, 51, holds medical and
Ph.D. degrees from the University of
Illinois. He was deputy director of
the National Cancer Institute and un-
til recently directed the govern-
ment’s fight against AIDS, a job that
dealt with research and pelicy that
affects AIDS patients in the work-
place.

Excellence in his avocations and
profession is no accident.

“I like to do things to the best,’
within reason,” said Fischinger, for-
mer director of the National AIDS’
Program Office in Washington, D.C.~
“But the human intellect can only do-
so many things. There isn't enough.
time to be a real Renaissance man-
because the amount of information, -
past and present, is overwhelming.”

Fischinger and his wife, a former:
opera singer, share “a lot of interests .
and part of that is a restoration and
preservation of antiquities. We aren’t
anything more than caretakers of
{art) for the next generation.” '

He is also the caretaker of a new
initiative at MUSC to attact more -
money for biomedical research and
raise the university’s profile in the,
field of scientific investigation.

Fischinger said he doesn’t plan to
put a greater emphasis on AIDS and |
cancer research because of his pro-
fessional background. “I'm going to !
be looking toward excellence and’
placing research at MUSC at the cut- -
ting edge.” .

He will {ill a newly created posi-:
tion of vice president of research. His :
salary will be $125,000 annually.

The new title of vice president of -
research has created some concern,
among department heads at MUSC:
who have similar levels of respon-:
sibilities but don’t have viee;
presidential status.

Because of that concern, the board .
of trustees earlier this month as-!

See MUSC, Page 4-B .




" slg, ,«a commnttee to consuier a re-»f
‘e,l, orgamzat:qn of the administration. It ;
" is, possible that the committee could
;* recommend a. division of administra-.
{* tive duties that could warrant three
" “new: vice presidents. The committee:
will report to the full board in Febru-
ArYags, 7RI

: F;sphmger IS aware of those con—,
cerns, and-the problems- ‘they-could
‘bring in developing professmnalirela-;
t'onIshaps at MUSC. : i

B

; -things.
~ o, develop 'a sense ‘of : commumca-j
;_tmn, "hé said. “I imagine some diplo-
acy will: be -needed,: but I'm no |
strangerito diplomacy.” " "< > AL
:"'The :proposed- Hollings Oncology
' Center. and. the irresistible: opportu- -
_nity~it-offers to.create a.new
. research-treatment- faclhty at-
‘tracted Fischinger to MUSC.
he '$16. million center is planned
for:the quadrangle. at. Calhoun-and |"
k', Barre streets.No date for cnmpletlon
e has been set.
i° " Asthe center grows it wnll attract'
E-;,_-the best cancer researchers .in_the
;1 world, ‘and “it will be good for (medi-
.. cal) students to see the best and to see
= how. rlgxd their ¢riteria are,” he said.” |-
‘0 jll take yearsto build a reputa-. |,

icer center and increase fund- ‘
ng-xor research, Fischinger said. - :
:“] see it as a long term
mmltment A o LN
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Alexander Hext Chlsolm s
house deserves speelal notice:

- for.itself, and I particular.

for - its’ unpresswey hand-

| ‘some portico. It -serves also

a5’ g landmark -and: a me-

o | morial. I marks the begin-

ning of one of the city's ex--
- pansions, and the Hmit of
onie of dts catastrophies, 1¢
is & poignant remimder of
two of the fipe buildings
+ Charleston has lost,

The expansion began™ in
1&17 when Joshua Brown.

' made a mill-pond” between

the causeways that then ex-

tended. the west ends of
. Tradd and Broad streefs. He'

- had hought from City Coun-
cil -the  acreage frem

| ‘the chamel of the Ashley
§ back to the high water line.
1 This ran from the corner. of

"Tradd and New Sireets

roughly parallel to the future .

" course of Rutledge- Avenue.
-John Durican got the prop-.

| erty in 1819 and ran a- saw

mill at ity west end (by the

2 mver) untit. he was. hurned © the
1 -out in 1826. Three years lat-

1. er, the Chiselm family got

--9

“the mﬂ] site .and pend.. The.

«hill:'they butlt ‘sawed . Jum=<" -

“ber (as had Duncan’s) but-it

{ a2l pounded Tice, @ Very '
| practical - arrangement, as - fhe:.
Dusiness’ w rather‘ -, Bir

-strictly. seasenal.-

DUNCAN had pmbabily‘.

started filling the pond at its
vest end- with sawdust. The
Chisolriis - haﬂ rice: chaff as
well for the purpose. By 1836,
WhenAlexanderHexl;
Chiselm - bought olit the
shares of the rest of his
famnily and prepared to: build
this house, the fill had ‘been

“extended to redeive it. Some-
of the present generation can _
reriember when parts of the
. ¥ond were laft: The last was
filled in-and built over -some

time ago.

Chlsolm when he bul!t _

was in his. middle - 30, He

-may, still-have had ideas.of .
: matrimony, which “he never
‘ commltteg

venient: stté._ :

his r??iﬁl and, ﬁs vﬂlage i
The site was one to' please
all concemed owrner archi~

however through. - arrd
out his long: life. The original  had -
“plan of his house. snggests a
well-to-de . . bacheler “doing -
“himself”, extretnely - well by
. building - a- handseme - resi-
dence .on '3 most handSmrle,_
agreeable and, to hnnhcan-a

.gates ‘as ihe . protolype

'"?2'TRADD“"ST*§'EET"'SE RV?'TE'S g

of the boulevard pushed It,'-'
well away after 1909. © . .
Undil . the Confederacy,'

only otie honse was built io

the west, . so the portieo snd .
-the windows offered a splep-

did view of a good stretch of

_the  river ‘with the dark

weods of the other shore to
‘point - up - - simsefs. ‘The
breezes frem scross. the riv-

~ér niude this western fringe

of the town netably eomfor—
fable and healthy. o

Relchardt had - conveniently
ived here, A German, he

- architect -according
' htest seet he—-

Choragie Monument of L

ajostic ‘colonnade
3 mﬂe

LIKE too. ‘many other dise-
tmgulshed Chatleston houses,
this one seems to have no
_record left of an. architeet. .
In ‘1836, however, Charleg F. ..

‘ained  as an ..'”Lesser rooms were f

- The entrance do or,
.,, ;

Pay _aﬂy, he hormwed‘
¢lassic buildings of g
, ce. A couple of years‘_-‘= ;
after. he “got here he ~used -

Covipthian” order from. fhe

drillilce v&l‘ es.f"
capitals iimitated-
of the Greek st
gkillful earved

the hotel- has been. Tost, we.
can. toke the house a8 LfS"
‘monumemt =

" 'The plan was a!sc skﬂlful ol
1t was = shaped - ori Ithgmally of
'like a Greek cross wi it
arms. The portico miade up. - tre,
‘the ‘ong to. " the. south, the. ¢

in the. rorth - atm.

(Ot (f@‘?
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