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Located at 334 Meeting Street is the L. Mendel Rivers Federal Otfice Building,
This building was constructed in the 1960s and exhibits a late-modern design. With
visible marble and six rows of windows the Federal building was made of quality
materials and influenced by the cities existing architecture. The building itself is large
and runs along Meeting Street from the corner of Henrietta Street to Charlotte Street.
Specifically looking at the corner of Meeting and Charlotte Streets, formerly known as
340 Meeting Street, the size of the property and what was located on it changed a lot over
the years.

Based on a 1671 map that shows the original land grants of Charleston, it is clear
that Richard Cole owned this land. Cole was a carpenter and arrived in America on the
frigate Carolina.! With Cole’s death in 1715, his tact of land was sold in pieces. Samuel
Wragg was one of the people who bought up some of the land.”

Cole's Land Grant, (Map 1)

This land continued to pass down through the Wragg family to Joseph Wragg “of
his Majesty’s Council in South Carolina.” It was Joseph Wragg who laid out the streets
and named them after his children. Thus, Charlotte Street got its name.* Joseph passed
this property to his son John. In a February 1792, McCrady Plat, John’s ownership of the
land on the corner of Meeting and Charlotte is clearly shown.

TK. R, “Do You Know Your Charleston? 340 Meeting Street,” The News and Courier, February 13, 1939,
10.
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John Wi’agg s Property. (Map 2}

Like Richard Cole, John Wragg divided up the land and sold it off. The property
passed through several hands and eventually came to Judith Ladson. In May 1819,
Ladson sold the property for $15,000. It was sold to the merchant Joseph Turpin
Weyman, who came from an influential Charleston family.?

Shortly after purchasing this property, Weyman had a house erected. It is thlS
house that makes the property significant, even though it is no longer standing. This is
because it is widely believed that the famed architect William Jay designed it. Both the
architect Jay and the Waymen family will be addressed in further detail at a later point.

® Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book G9 Page 5, Charleston, South Carolina,
1819,




Joseph Turpin Weyman House. (Image 1)

The newly constructed house was called Weyman’s Folly by Joseph himself;
however, he did not enjoy its comforts for long. Experiencing some financial difficulties,
Weyman sold the home after only a few short years. Robert T. Withers purchased the
house, but faced similar problems as Weyman. Withers died while in debt and thus the
property was sold to satisfy his creditors.

Thus, Mathew Irvine Keith, Master of the Court of Equity, sold the property to
Benjamin Hunt, lawyer, in March 1828. Hunt was a Northerner who relocated to
Charleston for his health. Despite coming from the north, Hunt was respected and well
liked. This could be seen by his being sent to the state legislature several times.® When,
however, many Charlestonians were in favor of nullification in the 1830s, Hunt lost some
popularity by remaining loyal to the Union. His unpopularity did not last long, and he
regained the respect of the people and was elected state representative.’

In January 1836, Hunt sold the property to Martha Pyatt for $15,000. It was
during the ownership of the Pyatt fam1ly, specifically in 1849 that the land was for the
first time included in the city limits.® The house remained in the Pyatt family for nearly
fifty years at which point it was sold to Dr. John L Ancrum. This sale took place in April
1884.

Ancrum kept the property for ten years and then sold it to Dr. John J Edwards in
June 1894. Edwards died onJ uly 4, 1899 at the age of 38. He died of brights disease,
now referred to as kidney disease.” With John's passing, his wife, Louise T. retained
ownership of Weyman's Folly.

‘K. R, 10
"K. R, 10.
¥ “Do You Know Your Charleston? Weyman's Folly,” The News and Courier, November 8, 1948, (2.

? South Carolina Room, Main Library, John I Edwards Death Certificate, Charleston, South Carolina, 1899,







Demolition of Weyman Hose (Ige 4&5)

Despite the fact that the building was being torn down, no actual plans for the proposed
post office had been finalized. Charleston was high on the list for getting a new post
office, however, due to the scarcity of materials thus high costs, no advancement had
been made on this."”

Proposed Post Office Design. (Image 6)

With an empty lot, the property once again sat waiting for something to be done
with it. Finally, in the early 1960’s, construction began on a federal office building.'®

17 “Proposed New Post Office,” The News and Courier, January 16, 1949,
1§ s«post Progress Report,” The Post and Courier, June 26, 1964.







Problems began to arise in the Federal building in the early 1980’s, Specifically,
there was a problem with asbestos fibers that had been sprayed on the framework of the
building during construction,?! This was common practice during the time of
construction for fireproofing, however it has since been found hazardous to people’s
health. Since there was no renovation going on in the building it would not stir the
asbestos which would be hazardous. Thus it was just closely monitored and people
continued to work in the office building. Plus, in 1983, the cost to remove the asbestos
would range from about $10 to $18 per square foot, thus running into the billions.**

The asbestos continued to remain dormant but the fact that the issue would
eventually have to be addressed was a constant problem. Because of this, one of the
possible solutions became tearing down the building. This idea raised a debate among
Charlestonian’s. Jonathan Poston of the Historic Charleston Foundation stated that “at
the time, it was well-intended and its materials are of very high quality. Butit’s not a
building even of its period — that is of the utmost importance to preserve.” Poston went
on to say that “it’s always been extraordinarily tall for that area of Charleston.”* Thus, if
one of the most ardent preservationists in the area was not concerned with the demolition
of the building, in the historic sense the building was not at all worth preserving,

Finally, in 1999 the tenants of the Federal building were forced to vacate due to
the damage of Hurricane Floyd. Despite the fact that the building would be shutting its
doors, it was still unclear what would happen to it.** There were many different
proposals as to what should happen to the office building and property, however, as of
August 18, 2007 little advancement has been made. After the federal government
rejected Charleston cities $11.5 million offer, the property was put up for sale online.

The minimum amount required to bid for the site was $12 million and after 24hours of
being open for bids absolutely no offers had been made.”

The property at the corner of Meeting and Charlotte Streets has thus ‘gorié‘through
a lot of change. Unfortunately, the beautifully constructed Weyman House that survived
changes in ownership, the Civil War, Earthquake of 1886 and numerous other events was
unable to survive the growth and modernization of the city in the late 1940’s. The loss of
this building was a huge blow to historic Charleston. If nothing else, this property
showed the changes and growth of the city and will continue to do that with the future
plans of the Federal Building.

2 Rigsbee, Fred, “Asbestos Check Set at Rivers Building,” EP, August 5, 1983, |B.

% Rigsbee, 1B.

% Bethre, “Federal Building May be Razed,” IB.

2 Bethre, Robert, “Last Tenants Vacate Federal Office Site,” The Post and Courier, December 27, 1999,
7B.

2 Slade, David, “$11,5M Offer Rejected,” The Post and Courier, August 18, 2007, |B & 6B,




Weyman Family

Reverand Robert Weyman came to the colony of Pennsylvania and was a pioneer
missionary of the Church of England. His son, Edward Weyman was born August 11,
1730 in Oxford Pennsylvania. At the age of twenty-six, Edward arrived in Charles Town
and took an active role in the fight for independence.”® Then, the Fellowship society was
founded by Edward in 1762, This program was created to maintain schools for boys and
girls and continued to do so until 1858.”

In 1775, Edward was a member of the Provincial congress. He was appointed by
this congress to the “Secret Committee of Five.” The committee consisted of the leading
men in the town, William Drayton, Arthur Middleton, Charles Pinckney and William
Gibbes.”® The committee was to “procure the means of defense, superintend the political
movements of their fellow citizens, give energy to the spirit of resistance, and direct with
effect inflexible opposition to the encroachment of tyrannical power.”*

In 1780, Edward became a lieutenant of the artillery battalion in Charles Town.”
However, he was imprisoned at St. Augustine along with other patriots until 1782, Upon
his return he became a captain of artillery in Francis Marion’s brigade. By 1793, Edward
had reached the rank of major in the artillery battalion. Edward Weyman died January 6,
1793, but people in Charleston still recognize his birthday over two hundred years later.”'

During his life, Edward had multiple children, one of which was named Edward.
It was this Edward and his wife Cath who had a son named Joseph Turpin Weyman,
With his great-Grandfather a pioneer missionary and his Grandfather an ardent patriot
who fought for his beliefs, Joseph came from a very influential family. Thus, it is no
wonder he had a famed architect design his home.

0

%6 «g,C. Birthday,” The News and Courier, August 11, 1948,
¥ «g C, Birthday.”
¥ «g C. Birthday.”
#«g . Birthday.”
05 C. Birthday.”
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Archibaold Bulloch ansion, Savannah, Georgia, (Image 11)

Jay’s work in Charleston was not heavily documented so it is hard to decipher
what was actually done by him. However, it is known that the architect came to
Charleston in the beginning of 1819 and continued to work in both cities. In this same
year Jay was appointed to the Board of Public Works for the State. This was significant
because it was this committee that worked with Robert Mills on the court houses and
jails. Unfortunately for Jay, he left the Board before these buildings were
commissioned.*

Jay built the William Mason Smith house at 26 Meeting Street, Charleston in
1820.

William Mason Smith House, Charleston SC. (Image 12)

This was Jay’s version of a Charleston single house. The virtual twin of this house is that
of the Joseph Turpin Weyman House.”> The Weyman house was completed in 1822

 Ravenel, Beatrice St. Julien, Architects of Charleston (South Carolina: University of South Carolina
Press, 1992), 109-110.

** Harvey.
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which coincides with the time period that Jay was in the area. However, it is officially
unknown if Jay designed the house, despite the fact that most believe it to be true. This is
especially true after comparing images of the Smith and Weyman houses.

Joseph Turpin Weyman House (right); William Mason Smith House after 1886 earthquake (left);
comparison of the two from a similar angle.

If Jay did not design the Weyman house, whoever did was largely influenced by

his work. Thus, Jay was a significant architect at the time and his work and influence can
by seen in both South Carolina and Georgia.

11
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