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Citadel Sguare Spire
T.r77.tr ,--\Will Get New Look"
By KERRI MORGAN

'Of the Post-Couri€r stãff
historically âccurâte mater¡als
should be used because the buildins r

is a historic replication. .,.:.
But John Meffert, executive di-iNine months after Hurricane

Hugo struck, Charleston's distinc-
.tive skyline is retulning to normâl
as the histo¡ic city's splendid old
church steeples are repaired.

- But the celebrated spire atop
Citadel Square Baptist Church at
328 Meeting St. will take on a
slightly different appearânce when
it is rebuilt.

The city's Board of Architecturâl
Review approved a plan Wednesday
to restore some elements of the
original steeple, an 1856 structure
that was toppled by a tornado in
1885 and further damaged by the
great earthquake of 1886.

Most notably, the new steeple will
be more slender than its Dredeces-
sor, which was built in 1BB? and las-
ted until Hugo. Its height also will be
lowered from 220 feer to 20? feet
because engineers believe it will
stâüd a better chance against strong
winds at that level.
. Architect George Lee said he tried
to come up with a design that would
incorporate elements of the two pre-
vious steeples. Jim Long, the
church s minister of education and
administration, called it a good
compromise "that does not disturD
the historical significance of the
church."

In another matter, the board con-
tinued to have concerns about a
plastic foam cornice svstem Dro-
posed to trim the Hawthorn Súites
Inn under construction at 181
Church St.

The board gave final approval to
the design in April but has twice
withheld its approval of the cornice
system, which is a Dlastic foam
mold coated in fiberglass and
stucco.

The project's architect, T.O. Dog-
gert. said the samÞle he presenteì
Wednesday was óf an irpgraded
qua-Ìity that is widely accepted by
architects and buildins contrâctors.
He said it gives the appearance of a
true stone cornice and has su¡erl.¡
durability.' Jonathân Poston of the Historic
Charleston Foundation opposed the
proposed cornice on the grounds thâr

¡ector of the Preservation Societvof
Charleston, said while ttre miteiiãi'
wouldn't be appropriate on a his-
toric buildins. it is fine for a buildinstoric building, it is fine for a buildin! .i
constructed in the 20th century..i .:-):.'

Board member Jeffrev Rosen-Board member Jeffrey
blum. an architect. said he-is not op- .op- ,ì

. tq:r

cornice will be

posed to the system but wants to ì

ii!9 :!I_",,tl,ut the crafrins of th€
rnice will be properly executed.;. :i
The board voted to allow the hdtel ¡The board votèd io aUow the hotél':

developers to obtâin a final buildingl
permit. But it wirhheld approval of
the cornice system and thè desien õf i
permit. But it wirhheld approval of
the cornice system and thè design õf i
a Church Street entrance that incor-:¡
porates the doorrdây of the Charles- 1

ion Sheet Metai Building, ä'
warehouse that stood on the site un-
til it burned .in 1988.

In an unrelated matter, the boáiä'
rejected a proposal to replace the'
two-story Loeb building at 204-206
KinE St. with a three-story buildinE,
tnat \Ã'ould contain a street-level !

storefront and an inn on the two úD-i1
per floors. 1 :

The Loeb buildins was damased
beyond repair by Hur¡icane Hígó
and the board aDDroved its demolij
tion in Februarv. The develoDers
colloli"- r*., -ií ";;l;*ii;;Çi:iRick Widman of Kins's Courtvard
Inn, believe a three-stõry buildiirg is
appropriate because its neighbors
and most commercial buildines orr
King Street have three stories;said
Joe Schmidt, the project's architect:

But the Historic Charleston Foun-
dation opposed the plan. saying thedation opposed the plan. saying the
hisl.orical significance of the Loet,
building should be respected. Poston '

said the foundation recovered niairy .

materials from the original buildinp
and would lik¿ a;;;;ìi';;-;;;;:
porated into the new structure. The
first floor oI the Loeb building was
constructed of brick in 1887 and the i
uppe¡ floor. of wood with a metal-
clad facade, was comDleted in 1894.

Poston said the tvio-storv heiehtì
should be mâintained to óreseive,
the "sense of rhvthm dn King
Street." And board member CharleË
r. lryyrick agreed, saying it had pro_-
vrded visual interest amone the-
other three-story buildings." -
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THE CITADEL SOUARE BAPTIST CHURCH

c. l-855-1856
328 Meetj-ng StTeet

"In the spring of 1854, 12 members of the First
Baptíst Church began plans to constitute a church to be
planted in the upper part of the city. On May 29t L854,
joined by two members from the Wentvrorth Street Baptist
Church (whose buildíng erected in 1842, is now occupied
by the Centenary Methodist Church) they organized as
the Fourth Baptist Church, and worshiped in the Orphan
House Chapel formerly located at Vanderhorst Street. "
"fn January, l-855, the Morris Street Baptist Church \,ra s
dissolved and united with t.his church and the name \^ras
changed to the Citadel Square Baptist Church, because
of its location. " Hj-storíc Churches of Charleston,
SouÈh Carolina. Edited by Edward G. Li1ly. Compiled
by Clifford L. Legerton. Legerton and Company,
Charleston, S, C. l-966.

"Papers of the day name Jones and Lee as the archi-
tects. If Lee drehr the plans, the church is one of his
most important v/orks in point of síze, but tess spirited
than most of his designs. The Courier describes it as
'Norman with al-l the details and ornaments of that pic-
turesque sty1e, but without the extreme massive proportionsr.
It has suffered from the diminution of its steeple, the
spire of which blew down in 1885, Èoppling out\"7ard in an
arc with a roar heard above the hurricane." Ravenel.

This Neo-Romanesque design antedates Henry Hobson
Richardsonrs essays in Èhis style by a generation. Probably
neither Jones nor Lee had ever seen a Romanesque church
and their efSorts in this case do not bear comparison with
Ríchardson's distinguished work. Work which was the pro-
duct not only of the discipline of his Beaux Arts training
but al-so of his travels in France. Yet, this buílding is
of historic interest as a pioneering effort which laÈer in
the century \,ras developed with marked success by others.

Marion Square was so named in honor of General
Francis Marion, "the Swamp Fox" who organized partisan
resistance in the Low Country of South Carolina after the
British forces captured Charl-es Town. Ho\^/ever, with the



OId Citadel formerly occupying most. of the north side 
'it has been popuJ-arly kno\,rn as the "Citadel- Square " .

This champ de Mars is held as a parade ground and malf
in custody by the Board of Officers of the Washington
Light Infantry and the Sumter Guards, successors of
the 4th Brigade South Carolína Militia.

Ir1ith the battl-emented vralls of the Citadel on the
north, Citadel Square Baptist Church on the east with
its Romanesque attributes and St. Matthew's Lutheran
Church towering Gothic mass on the west this square
possessed a certain unity of character which still
srrr¡¡ir¡es in snite nf later açcretions.
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