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#23 Legarec Street
Robert T. Chisjolm's House
e 1838

General William Washington, of Revolutionary feme,
married : Jane Reily Elliott, in 1782, She was the
daughter of Charles Elliott, vho had owned and lived
at #22 Legare Stroet at least since 1767. He wos in
turn the son of Thames Elliott (1699-1760) 2nd grandsen
of Thomas Elliott ( ¢ <1731) and his first wife, lary
Gibbes, deughter of the original grantec of lot #231,
in 165%, Robart Gibbes, This ineluded, apparently,
almogt all (exeept that on the south line a strip may
have been added) of the properticsg at #21, 23, and 2§
Legare Street, UWith his bride Washington acquired
this lot, after the death of her father in 178%.

This lot he s0ld, in 1790, with much other town
real estete, for vhat reason we do not know, to Charles
Lining, for $2000 sterling. From the pried, considering
the number of lots sold, it seems doubtful that any
of the lots contained waluable house, but on the Petrie
map of 178889 there appears a brick building at #2J
Legare Streot and there seams to be a wooden baiﬁaing
& little gouth of the site of #21 Legare Stroet.

Thet Charles Lining bullt upon the land is quite
possible, but 1t 15 more likely that he remodelod the
northern one. He appears in the directories of 1801,
and 1802, in vhich latter year the house number is #8.
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On 28 Junc 1838 Bdward ». Lining, et al., heire
and ¢rustsee of Charles Lining, decsased, scid to
Kober? T+ Chisgholm the large 16t now inciuding {21,
£34 2nd Eﬁfnegare Street; wessuring 120 feel orn lLegare

Street by 305 feet in depth; for $13,000,

By o dead of 20 Anpust 1838, Crhishola sold the
southern (not the westera) portion te William J. Bulil,
€6 feet on Legare Sivest, for $6000, Later, CRisholm
repurchased aimest t2lf of that lot; tho wvesdern 150

*Z‘ee‘i:-. :

9a 3 September 1836 Chisholm soid the northern log,
Wk feet on lLegare Strect by 145 feet dsep, which appare
antly included tha Linings's houte, for £5150.

Chigholn must have meedod the monsy to build iz
oun house, for the finaneial panic of 1837 drove all the
merchants of the city (o varying extremeg of neceasity,

gnd there were several gpeetaculay failures. This panie

13 gonerally attribuiad o the Tinancially restrictive

policies of Pregident Andrev Jackson, who may be suld

o have hated all barks and banking.

About 1830, presumadly, he rust have begun %0 Te-
cover enough to build this houso, his finances restoraed
by the biy prices he had recelved for the tvo lots on

Legzare Strast,

Chigheolm conveyed the house and lot in 1847 to his
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wife, Providense Hemb Chisholm, who conveyed 1t in 1849
to Arthur P, Hayne.« He conveysd it to George A. Tren-
holm in 1862, whc conveyed 1t to Jacob K, Sass in the
following year. |

The property remained in the Sass family until
1960, when the widew of the noted author and naturilist,
Herbert Ravenel Sass, and Farriott R. Parker, conveyed

it to the presont cwners,

Chisholm's finaneial problems in 1837, which undoubtw
edly prompted him to sell off vhat may have ceemed to

him the most desircble parta of ths property, had most

fortunate, serendipitous results., FHe was loft with
prﬁbahiy'a_waeerfyunt lot, facing so &2 to catch the
southvest bresze in swumere It had iﬁreaver, baen dioe
eoverod that the fever<bearing mosquitoes conld not fly
far enough to ercss the wide Ashloy River, nor would -
they fly against the prevalling winds. Thus hig 1§e£t£an
w23 an extremely heslthy one,

His seleetion of this surprisingly secluded
site, whatever the reasons whioh prompted it, has
creatad for generations of Charlestonians & sort of

Henchanted gardent,

LeLouis Greentil
28 Qctober 1968
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