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FOUR MILE HOUSE
Inn On lts Vay Out

By Elias B. Bu11

!'The lasr stage coach lJt Charleston Ín
míd afternoon. About three quarters of an hour
after we left the city, the coachman blew a
horn to 1et the Èavern keeper know hor^' many
passengers he was briqging with him. Shortly
afterwards we drew up in the yard of a country
tavern ca11ed Ehe Four Ml1e House.

rrThe owner, a Mr. 811ís Srltcliffe, very
courteously met us as we alighted and escorted
us insidê. After we had washed up, ne went into
the dining room for our evening meal. It nas
well cooked and prepared for the tíred Èravel-
er. It was a very well kepÈ place and abotlË the
average for a stage coach tavern.

rrln the morning, afxer a hearty breakfast,
r"e agaín embarked on our trip to Èhe ínterior.

I,Iith 1itt1e alteration, the above could be
from the diary of any traveler dur ing the first
tr¡elve years of the 1800s.

The Four MiLe House !¡as only one of the
rûany stage coach taverns which were scattered
along the major thoroughfares, rnuch as motels
are today.

The tavern lras orÍgina11y called the SÍx

MÍle House, probably due to its distance from
Charlestonrs city limiËs, and seeos !o have en-
joyed a fairly favorable repuËation for a tlme.
The first ñention of i¿ as the Four Mile House
Tract is in a 1786 deed of sale fron JaÍ¡es
Donovan to John Bowen. (The orÍginal Four Mile
House apparently burned some tiÉe after the
Revolution. )

As is the case wiËh so many of these coun-
Ery Èaverns, the names of the oÍ¡ners are Lost.
In thís case, those of only two survive: Ellis
SutclÍffe ¡,¡as operating the tavern at the ËÍnre
of his death at the age of 36 on Sept. 14, 1812
and Ëhe next operators seen Èo have been the
Fishers.

John and Lavínia FÍsher rn'ere quite a pair
for they 1ed a gang of highwaymen who special-
ized in relieving their guests of their money
and, in some cases, of their 1Íves. besides the
Four Mile House, the Fishers also ran the Five
Mile House. ln due course of time, the cÍtizens
of Èhe area became quite írate at the Fishersl
dolngs and burned dor¡n the Five Mile House and
possÍbly lhe Four Mile House as !re11. (If Èhe
latter was burned, ít must have been rebuilË on
the same spot, )

In l82O the Fishers were convicÈed of mur-
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FOIIR MILE HOUSE (continued)

der afËer the discovery of skeleÈons in the
tavern cellar. The FÍshers were imprisoned in
the old hchange buildíng, so the story goes'
wtrile awaiting-executíon. John Fisher escaped,
vo\,ùins to return and rescue hÍs wife' but was

re.apI,lred on Sullivanrs lsland. He was said to
hà.,e'¡een very contrile and gone !o his death
like a chr istian.

Lavinia, on the other hand, shocked the
ruob who had come to see her hanged by screamÍng
as she stood oû Lhe gallows: 'rlf you have a

message you want to èend to heL1, give ít to
ne: Ir11 carrY itl"

It should be said here that taverns in
those davs, as a rule, were not nhat they are
.ãr - uo"t of the social and r-raternal organ-
i""lio"" met in the taverns' where food and

mixed drinks ¡vere served anE lodglngs \¡¡ere pro-
vided. The country or stage coactr taverns' hav-
íng less comPetition Ëhan the city ones' were
.oie socíal ienters for the countryside' The

latest news and gossiP was sptead by stage
coaches to the Ëãverns and there diffused to
Èhe people.

In sPite of Íts PtoÉlnent posítion during
tt" eiehiãentlt and nlneteenth cencurles in the
ðlt ttt,"att.t" seen to have.been no real studíes
made of the tavern as an instituÈion'

For exanple, was there such a thÍng as a
set design or Ëype of architecture for a tavern
ã"-tÀ"i"-i" for- à hotel or motel? or could any

Chorleston's Neuest
Preserootíon GrouP

Charlestonr s newest group of- history
buffs, Ítith a rDembership of more than r)ut
rã"ãi".¿ its natíona1 charter APrÍ1 1'

Aûons naior goals of the 1ocal chapter
of the NatIonal nailway HisËorÍcal Assn' aÍe
iiu-Ë"a.tri"rt .nt of a raíl muser¡n and the re-
iü."-lo tn" city of the historic loconotive
"The Best Friend.rl

The first A¡nerlcan railroad to use steam

oo".r io-tãgot"r service began--oPerations here
i""iã¡o "itt "The Best Friend.'r The locomotive
nor¡ is in ChaÈtanoogar Tenn'

RalLroads have given the group a sÍIall,
l-ocorûotive' two coachãs and a caboose' To raise
funds, excursions on steam traÍns are planned'

wilbur D. shu1t6, a r¡aster oechanic for
the southern Rail'way, ls chapùer presÍdenË' 

-

õirr"i orrr..t" are bole D. I.lalters, ftrrst vice

"i."i¿.t 
t and national dírector; LouÍs Condoq'

'second více presidentr and I'lrs. Walters' secre-
tary and Ërea6urer.

buildíns be a tavern by the simPle installation
of a bai and/or tables?

In regard to furnishings' there-is a.type
of table called a lavern table, speclfaca-Lry
ããsieoea for that use. lt is essentially rect-
å"eui"t io shape, large enough to seat two !o
ioit o.t"ot", änd has a brace belorn' the top
r,¡ii"tt'ão""u"i" to all four legs' Yet' Dr' Anne

Kios Gr"gori., in her History of qumter Countv'
has-a phótograph of a drawing of four Persons
lãã.ã¿'..o"i¿ ä c.b1. io a tavern' The table
ãá"-attt"" legs joined fleur-de-lis style Ëo an

inverted horn-shaped table' Sot r¡¡as ttrere moLe

li-r." o"" basic stile of tavern table?

Às to the furnishings, was the china used

heavier than the regular household china' or
irri.tãi t" ¡¿lthstanã constanÈ use' such as the

"üi""-"".¿ 
in bus stations and hotels of 20

;;;;; ;; more ago? whaÈ of the furniture and

lable s ilver?

As to gar¡res' backgamnon was played a!
thes" iaverã" anâ quÍtà Possíbly ches-s and-

;ir;;k.t;. whist aná pinochle seem to have been

the card games. ln sone of the taverns' cer-
iãinlvtne-city ones, balLs were held as regu-
iã. "í."a". 

Tíre country taverns usually sPon-

"ãr.á 
ftot"" races. The Quareer House had a race

track near it.

ln the earLiesÉ daye, vlnes an'l rum were

tfr" fa.torii" beverages. Bourbon was invented
ü-¡ãit"i"y Countv in 1680 or thereabouts' but
Èhe loca1 whlskey never really came- into use in
iüã ãá.ir""t tavLrns. The earliest liquor laws

;;;.;;;.ã the use of rurn punch and stabílized
il-;;;; of bottl-es 8o the custorner q'ould not

"äi 
ãñ.å..¿. llíne and rum contÍnued to be the

?;;";;;;" untll after the RevoluËion' when

rtiãr..y-ã"ã "ther 
llquors became more readily

available.

The unseLtled tíme following the Revol-u-

tion ånã i"tå. tit" rlse of Ëhe railroad as a
;il; tiavel led to the decline of the coun-

iri-"ä""i" tÀ a coÍErunity center' The civÍ1 t,tar

;ií ;';;ã lã lts existence' rts place vas !ak-
ã"-tv aÀ. hotel, and nofl by che motel'

So there on Meeting Street Road stands one

of Èhe --- tf not THE --- last of the stage
aoa.ft aa,t"att" stil1 standing lrithin at least a

Àó-mile raclius of the city of charleston'

For lhose who do noË know it' the tavern
is on the east side of the roadt abotlt L:wo

.irãl iãt.tt of lhe citv limits in an industrial
;;;;: tÀ; roof is gone off one side and lhe top
of one chimneY has fallen off'

It uould make an excellent lea room and

tavern muser¡m. Since it was íri existence as a
;;';;; ;;; at least 60 Years, Èhe Yard should
vÍeid some excellent artifacts. There seems to
L. roor.to.tgh in the yard for parkíng space'-

;; ;;; i;t ãn historítal marker: 'Here stood

Ëhþ Four Mile l{ouse...rl


