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The restoration of a dilaPi-
dated house on DesPortes
Court is exPected to begin in
Julv to make it a showpÞce
thâi Baha'is in the world maY

wânt to see
The house at 2 Desportes

Court is the boyhood hom€ oJ

Lewis G. Gregory, a þlacK
man who in 1922 was one.ot
the orisinal members ot lne
faith's first National Spiritual
Assembìy of the United Stâtes
and Canada.

The restoration of the two'
storv house is a Project local
Bahã'is b€lieve will bring rec-
ognition to Gregory ou-tsloe
the Baha'i communlty, nenry
Wisf all. châirman of the
SDi;iiual AssemblY of Charles-
tôn. sâid Monday. Gregory is

noted for unselfishly Promoti
ins the faith's belief in the one-

neis of man and world 
-Peace

throush the oneness ol re['
g-ion, Wigfall said. . ..

The Baha'is Purchaseo me
Greporv home in February
andihey plan to sPe4 $79,909
to restore it and add a tnrq
floor, Wigfall said. The work is
scheduled to be finished rn

time for a dedication during
the first weekend in FebruarY
to coincide with Blqck History

Statf Photo bY Brad Nettles

Henry Wigfall stands-in front of house at 2 DesPortes Court' 1"
Plêase see BAHA'IS' 3-A J



ft/rfrA"tÐ
from Page l-A

Month. ,.

:;. Wigfalt.said the house will be a. :

':place, tg;display items relâted to. ,
'lGregofy{9.Jif-e.: A'iportrait of creg-.
;ory; being.done by Mount.Pleasant, .

lãrt¡st Nina:Jones,: will hans,in the'
l:hquse,.he,FaiÄ:'r;' 

i1""-:r" ,:: i; :r

e teechings of Båhâ'u'llah, foqnder ;
the 'faith. Thel'Baha'is also own

.di operate iadio 'stationr WLGIr l?
ar Hemingway.. ' i. ; :r

Grego{ywas introduced to thq Ba-ì
'i faith.w-hile'he -w¿s a lawyerlin i i
¡shi¡ston. If| 1911 he traveled,tolÍ

Æ
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House is boyhood homì of eärly Baha'i leader

1994

I CITY INU0LUED: Lewis G. Gregory
was early adherênt to faith that
stresses.wofld uriity.

8y PATRICIA B. JONES
O The Post and Courier statl

The citS' of Charleston may lend a hand in a res-
toration project on Desportes Court.
. The house at 2 Desportes Court is the boyhood
home of Lewis G. Grègory, a black man who in
1922 was one of the original members of the Ba-
hâ'i_faith's first National Spiritual Assembly of
the United States and Canadä.

Because the street leaAing to the house is public
property, the city has to approve improvements to
It.
. _Hemy \ffigfall, óhairman of the Spiritual Assem-
'bly of. Charìeston, said the Baha,i¡ would like to
see_the sheet bricked, landscaped and lighted, as
well as a,street sigD ins¿alled io identifiit.

The Baha'is havê spent more than $iOo,ooO to

purchase and restore the propertv. A third floor
has been added since thev-puichaied it in 1989.

With donations from Báhä'is worldwide. the fin-
ished product will include memorabiliä oi Greeo-
ry's- life, a conference room and library.

Wigfall said the house has been delisnated a
museum by the cily of Chârleston.

Most af the work has been done bv members of
the faith, Wigfau said. He added thát the a¡ea is
one in which most free blacks first built their
homes. The property was purèhasrid by Gregory's
aooptwe lather during the 19005.

-The 
house is expected to bring recognition to

Gregory outsidc thè Baha'i commlunitv.
"Cregory dedicâted his life to worlã unity and

peace among.mankind, eve¡ when his contempo-
raries didn't see what he saw,,' Wigfall said,

"Mayor (Joseph P.) Riley and the public service
and pa¡ks departments have really worked wil,h
us and we hope to hav€ this project completed
soon."

He added thaó the opinions of residents living
Staft photo by pâtricia b. Jones

Henry W¡gfall stands in front of
Lewis Gregory's boyhood home at
2 Depõrtes Court.See HOME, Page 8 LewiS Gregory
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dearby will also be taken into account.
I ,Wigfall said many Baha'is visiting the Charleston
l.,area call asking for directions to the site'
,j: Gregory was born in Charleston in 1874 and was an
ì;11891 graduate of Avery Institute. In 1896, be graduat'
i€d from Fisk University in Nashville and returned to
Icbarteston to teach at Avery. He received a law de-

. I jee in 1902 from Howard University in Washington,
i ÏC. He died in 1961 after serving on the Baha'is ad-
i _fnistrative body for 24 years. The Lewis G. Gregory
| :lstitute near Hemingway opened in 19?2 to honor
' ltn. The institute distúbutes information about the

L;achings of Bâha'u'llah, founder of the faith. The Ba-
i'is also own and oDerate radio station WLGI near
Fmlngway.
Greeorv was introduced to the Baha'i faith while he

þs a-lawyer in Washington. In 1911, he traveled to
rryDt to meet Abdu'l-Baha, the son of Baha'u'llah.
tlirä'u'ltah was an Iranian teacher whose extensive
|itings a.e rega¡ded by followers as revelations
bm God.

J.Baha'is believe that by getting to know all people,

lrgardless of race, religion, nation or economic status,
\an rvill be able tó establish a peaceful and produc-
ive society. Baha'is believe thai-Baha'u'llah (¿lory of
¡od) is the latest in a series of messengers from God

I Jnd the promised one of all religions.
lf Abraham, Moses, Krishna, Budha, Zoroaster, Christ
hnd Muhammad were manifestations of God. accord-

''ing to the faith, and each of the prophets met man's
l'needs for a period of time until another messenger ar-
rived to show mân the way to fulfillment.

Baha'u'llah, who was born in Persia in 1817, de-
clared himself in 1863 to be the fulfillment of all of
the prophets of the past.
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