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Sunday, August 13, 2000

Save endangered properties

Three Charleston buildings are listed among the state's
most endangered historic structures, and all are owned by
the Medical University of South Carolina.

MUSC should respond to the alarm sounded by the
Preservation Society of Charleston and the concerns
expressed by the Historic Charleston Foundation.

The declining state of the former High ir,2

,10p School of Charleston and two historic houses on
Ashley Avenue must be addressed before conditions
WOrSen.

The high school has been vacant since 1985, and has
suffered a gradual deterioration that preservation advocates
have likened to demolition by neglect.

MUSC should take overdue steps to incorporate the
building into its expansion plans, restoring it to provide
needed classroom space or for some other appropriate use.
Merely maintaining its facade isn't an acceptable alternative.

And the medical university should drop any idea of using
the site of two historic houses at 141 and 141 1/2 Ashley
Ave. for new construction by moving the historic structures.
The houses should retain their original setting. If MUSC
can't adapt the houses for office space, it should make them
available to a purchaser who is willing to keep them intact.
As the Preservation Society points out in a letter to
MUSC President Ray Greenberg, the antebellum houses on
Ashley Avenue have been neglected since they were
damaged by Hurricane Hugo.

Despite the neglect, each remains worthy of being
restored. The Alston House, for example, still retains
important elements of its early 18th century interior.

If further ignored, the future il,2

,10p of all three structures is dim. As a spokesman for
Palmetto Trust for Historic Preservation said: "These places
are in the 11th hour of their existence."

Preservation and re-use of the high school would retain
something of the scale of the neighborhood that already has
been overshadowed by massive medical buildings nearby.
Preserving the two houses on site would respect the
historically residential character of the neighborhood - much
of which has been eroded by university expansion.

MUSC should look to the College of Charleston, which

has successfully incor-porated restored historic structures,
including dwellings, into its expansion program.

The Preservation Society says the restoration of the
buildings will enable MUSC to "be a role model for the
community." It's a challenge the Medical University should
be willing to accept.





