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According to the 1ist of "orlginal” prantees, Lot 264, at the
southeast corner of Tradd and Johnson's (now Legare) streets,
was granted on June 19, 1694 to James Laroche (LaRoche), the
adjacent lot to the south, Lot 224. was pranted on May 9, 1694
to .J. Lardant. The total original width of the lots was about
210 feét, and their depth extended some 320 feet, to a point
opposite the intersection of present-day Oranpge Street with
Tradd.

A warrant (the legal document preceding the actual grant)
for Lot 264 was given to James Lakoch (LaRoche) on April 18,
1694. The lot is desecribed as bounded "kastward on the Lott of
Derick'Hoglant to the Westward upon a New Street to the North-
ward upon the Street that leadeth from Cooper River by Mr. Trads
to Geo. Kooling and to the Southward upon the Lott of James Lar-
don (Lardant)." |

James Lardant's warranf for Lot 224 is apparently no longer
in existance, as is the case for many records of the 17th and
early 18th Centuries.

The next extaﬁt record on Lot 224 finds it in the posseasion
of Thomas.Hoiton, chatrmaker, who on June 21, 1720, pave John
Stone power of attorney to sell Town lLott No. 224 “Joyning to the

Sonthward on Mr. Legarees Land."

"Mr. Legaree" could be none other than Solomon Legare, gold-

" smith and Huguenot immigrant ancestar of all the South Carolina

Legares. He is believed to have arrived in Charles Town about
1696. Born in France,.he came to South Carolina via England,
perhaps stopping, firsﬁ In Massachusetts.

Soon after arriving, he'began acquiring land and became one

nf the colony?s most wealthy cltizens. He took part in the Church
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cﬁntnover&y of 1702, which led to the pranting of politieal rights
to the Hupuenots by the i.ords Proprietors, but sgemn otherwise to
have led a very private 1ife.

Among the lands he acquired, although the documents attest-
ing that he did so are missinpg, were Lots 224 and 264. He anquired.
the lots some time before Aupuat 27, 1740, on which date he con-

veyed them to his son, Solomon legare Jr. According to the deed,

the elder lepare's "Dwe]ling house, outhouses and Garden" were .’

‘situated on “the Westernmost half of the lLott 264." Thus, Soloman

Legare Sr.'s residence was somewhere in the vicinity of the pre-
Leg y P

seﬁt Sword Gates House. The deed granted his leave to continue
to occupy that part of the property "Dhuring hi# Natural.Life."
Solomon Legare .Jr. operatedﬂﬂ tanning business on the pro-
perty. Hias will, dated Jannary 30, 1772 .and probated in 1774,
ordered that,‘after the death of his wife, Amy, the two lots were
to be divided into three lots by drawing lines from north to
south across thOm- Tthe three lots would then be devised ta his
sons, Solomon legare the Younger, Thomas and Daniel. The "dwel-
ling house in which T now live® was on the westernmost third of
the property, near the new dividing i1ine between the westernmost
third and the middle third. The house and the westernmost third
of the property (measuring 100 feet énstwurd from the corner of
Tradd and lLepgare) were to be devised to Solomon Lepare the Young-
er. The tannery buildings were on the middle third and were to

be devised to Thomas legare, althouph the land in the middle third

wAs to be devised to Daniel lLegare. The middle third measured 118

feet along Tradd Street. The easternmost third, measuring 102 feet

along Tradd Street, was to he devised to Thomas Legare. Lt would

Appear that the present front garden area of the Sword Gates
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property was part of the westernmost third, that of Solomon Lepare
the Younger, while the site of the present Sworquates'House was
part of the middle third, that of 'Daniel Legare.

The third of Solomon l.egnre the Younger wasa inherited by his"-
daughter, Elizabeth. The third of Danlel Legare was divided ﬁnd
sold, but rhat entire rhird was reacquired by 1780 by Elizabeth
Legare's second hushand, Tsaac Holmes, H

kElizabeth was the 1ast of the Legare name to own the pro-
‘perty know now as the Sword Gates property. She was married first
in 1777 to Dr. James Air, a young physician with a promising
career. He was born February 16, 1752, a son of Williah Air of
Charles Town. He received hia medical degree at Leyden in 1775
and returned to Charles lown, wgere he became assistant physician
at the General Hospital and later served in the Continental l.ine.
He died in 1777, in the 26th year of his life, and two months
after his marriapge to kElizabeth. His posthumously born son,
James, also hecame a physician.

The widow Air nexr married, in 1779, isaac Hdlmes of Charles
Town. Holhes. who was born in 1758, a son of Isaac Holmes and
Elizabeth Stanyarne, was at the time of his marriage to Mrs. Air
an officer in the Continenta} Line. 1In 1780, he was among Charles
Town Patriots exiled to St.'Augusti&e by the British. After the
Revolution, he served in the South Carolina General Assembly for
Five térmﬁ, representing the Parish of St, John's Colleton. He
was. lieutenant governor of South Carolina in 1791-92, and also
custom collector for the Port of Charleston from 1791 to 1797.

According to the South Carolina historian, George C. Ropgers
Jr., in his book, "Evnlution of a Federalist," Holmes was removed

from office as collecror "because of his inefficiency in collecting



As we-shéll see, he was afterward held a000untab1g for considera-
ble debts to the Port,

Elizabeth Legare Air Holmes ﬁied in 1796, leaving her pro-
perty at Lepare and Tradd streets to her husband and their four
children and to Jahes Henry Air, her son by her first husband.
Holmes subsequently-hought Airt's interest in the property.

On December 4, 1802, Holmes, acknowledging a debt to the
Y. S, povernment of "One huﬁdred thousand Dollars and upwards,"
conveyed to his suoecessor as collector of the Port, .James Siméhs.
hts‘two lots on Tradd Street, one measuring 36 feet by 210 feet,
the other 40 feet by 210 feet. He Aalso released to Simons his.
interest in the property he held Hointly with his children, inQ
cluding a lot about 60 feet by 60 ifeet at. the corner of Tradd
and Legare strects, and a lot measuring 52 feet on Tradd Street,
102 feet in depth from Lepare Street and 210 feer in depth from
Tradd Street, All this property is eontipuous and is shown onrthe
accompanying plat. |

In May; 1803, Simons filed a petition in the Court of Equity,
seeking a partition of the property between himself and the child-
ren of Isaac_Hoimés. The court, in April, 1803, decreed that the
property bhe sold at public auction. fhe property was surveyed and
subdivided in June, 1803 by .Joseph Purcell, publiec surveyor, in
preparation for the auction which was held on August 2, 1803,

Purcell's plat, attached here, plus the advertisement of the
public auction, which appeared in the Charleston Times on June 23,

1803 and in several subscquent issues of the newspaper, pive a

comprehensive pieture of the property at the time.
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Firgt described are Holmes' two lots, including:

"The LOT with the HOUSE thereon, numbered 51, being 35 feer
front on Tradd-street, by 210 deep. The house contains four rooms,
and two in the parret: a pantry and cellar under the house, ;ith '
a kitchen containing four roomE. Also, a stable and chalir house,
with a well of excellent water in the yard."

Also, "The LOT, with the HOUSE thereon, numbered 52, Being
40 feet front by 210 deep. -~ The House contains four Rooms , and
two in the Garret; a Pantry annexed to the house, a Kitchen with
four Rooms, also a Stable and Chair-House; a Well of waterk a.
neat Garden in front. The very pgreat depth of these two Lots,
furnishes ground for good sirzed vegetable Gardens.“l

The land which had been held jointly by Holmes and his four
children is next described: '

“A Space of GROUND, which contains an Area of 110 feet on
Iradd-street, énd‘209.on Legare-streat -- To-be sold in the fol-
lowing, Lotsa: |

*One LOT on Tradd-street,aSQ feet or thereabouﬁs. by 60
feet deep. On this Lot is a Kitchen and Wash House, Carriage
House and Stable: with a fine well of water. | '

"One other LOT adjoining, forming a corner lot, 57 feet or
thereabouts on Tradd-street, and 60 feet on Legare-street. On
this Lot are a Dwelling House and Grocery Store, and is a re-~
" ﬁarkably pood situation for the business.

"One other LOT, 60 feet front on Legare-street, and about
107 feet in depth; on_;hich is‘thé Dwelling House wherein Mr.
Holmes resided; so pleasantly situated, so comfortable a dwelling,
and so well known. aé to requite any particular description un-

b
necessary. '
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"One other LOT, 45 feet front on lLepare-street, énd’106 feet
deep.

"One other LOT, 45 feet front on lLegare-street, and 105 feet
deep, on which is a range of wooden stables.”

A comparison of Purcell'élplat and present-dav property 1ineé
reveals that the wooden portion of the present Sword Gates House
occuplies the site of the house described on Lot No. 52, with the
garden fronting on Tradd Street. Holmes' residence was "“pleasant-
1y situated” in what is now the front vard of the Sword Gates
Houge, fronting on Legare Street.

The house on Lot. No. 52 appears to have been a predecessor
of the present Sword Gates Hﬁuse. as it is of a moré rectanguiar
shape than the origlnal portion of the present house, which is
basically square in shape. '

At the public auction, on August 2, 1803, Lots Nos. 5! on
Tradd Street, dgsignated “"A* and "B" on Purcell's plat, were
bought "by the meréhantile partners, Steinmétz andALorentf Lot
“C* in the plat was purchased by Peter Kemnedy, a grocer. Lot
“D" on the corner was bought by Malcolm McKay, another grocer.
Lot "E4" containing Isaac Holmes' house, was bought by Ma jor
Thomas Simons, a factor, who also bought half of Lot "F." Jameg
Carson, merchant, bought Lot "G" and the remaining half of Lot

LU A L ]
L]

In succeeding years, thé German~born merchants, Jacob E. A.
Steinmetz and Paul Emll Lorent preceeded to buy back most of the
former Lepgare-Holmes pfoperty; beginning with Lot “G" and half
of Lot "F." which they puréhased on March 20, 1805-from James Car=
son. Maj. Simons died in 1805 and at the public auction of his

estate, on Juiy 2, 1805, Steinmetz and Lorent bought Lot “E,"



[

containing the former Holmes cresidence, and the remaining portion

of Lot "F." They also added to the former Legare-Holmes land by

buying, on December 3, 1810, property bordering it on the south.

They pald Mrs. Frances Susannah Pinckney, widow, $11,000 for this

property, which was historicaliy Lot 225 of the Grand Modell and
measured 105 feet by 289 feet.

Stelnmetz and Lorent also demolished old atructures on the
various lots and bullt new ones. it is obviously they who built
the original square frame portion’ and the masonry portion of the
Sword Gates House, as well as a frame portion connecting the two.
Since both Steinmetz and Lorent aré listed in the city direcfories
of 1803, 1807 and 1809 as living at 52 Iradd St., it is possible
that the frame portion was built as the residence of one of the
partners and the masonry portion for the other partner. In the

------ 1813 and 1816 city directories, althouph the partners continued
in business at an kast Bay Street address, Steinmetz alone is
listed as residiﬁg at the Tradd Street address. This ralses the
possibility that Steinmetz, who was the Prussian consul in
Charleston, had bothroriginal portions of the house and built
the frame connecting portion to combine them into a single resi-
dence. |

In any case, it is certain that these three portions of the
house were completed by March of 1818, as they Appear on a plat
of that date by Charles Parker, surveyor, The connecting frame
portion was not then as deep as is now, demonstrating that the
portion was extended_;t a later date to accommodate the present
staircase. This 1s also demonstrated hy the fact that the stalr-

e case covers a door leading into the brick portion. Also, ac-

cording to Henry T. Gaud, previous owner of the house, there is a
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walled-up Palladian window in the brick portion, approximately at
the location of the staircase in the frame cohnecttng portion.

The 1818 plat also shows the former kitchen and stable build-
ing, now owned and occupled by Henry T. Gaud. It was built across
the entire front widths of former Lots 51 and 52 ("A" and "B"),
undoubtedly after Steinmetz and lLorent purchased the l.epare Street
property of Maj. Simons in 1805. The plar also shows, on the pre-
sent site of a carport, a greenhousé which continued to exist at
least as late as 1893, when it appears on the Sanborn Insurance
Map. |

The greenhouse was undoubtedly built in conjunction with the '
small formal parden which was laid out in front of tﬁe house, as
accordiné to Loutrel W. Brigps, in his book, “Charleston Gafdens.“
published in 1951, this garden, "with four cifcular beds, is very
evidently the earlier, probably about the date of the house."
The desipgn of this parden and that of a larger one adjacent to it,
are illustrated iﬁ Brigpgs' hook. The larper gardén. he said, "dew
signed in the form of a great‘daisy, reflects a somewhat later
fashion, being both intricate and more completely peometrical. :
Sevefal large and lovely camellias adorn the pardens, althouéh :
they have grown quite out of proportion to the small plots. The
many magnolias which were part of the original arrangement have
also galned cOnéiderable size and cast long shadows. Recently the
”gardens_were restored and the beds again made colorful with flo-
wers," Both the. famous gardens are now pone, though the avenue of
mapnolias remains. .

¥

"Legend, " according to Briggs, "has connected Phillipe

Noisette, a French flbrist. with the desipning of the grounds, but

"

no foundation of fact has been found. Tt is known that Nolsette



'“proves the wall. exiated .before Madame Talvande occupted the pro-

fperty. The brick wall which still exists on nhe north side of

i‘the property. running from Legare Street to a point neﬂr the

brick portion of the house, 1s also shown on the 1818 plat“ as

547“' is the brick wall still exlating on the east or back line of_theﬁh
'mmrr"_rproperty._ The brtck wall on rhe south line is of a later qéﬁé('
”, The 1818 plat was drawn to accompanv a deed of oonveyance"

from Stelnmetz nnd Lorent to James Miller Sr., a merchant. who
boughtrthe property=on April g, 1818, for $26,100. rhe convey-‘f

Yool

ance included the former Pinckney property on, . the south, deaig.f”

t
]

nated Lots No. 2 and No. 3 on Parker's plat. :
Millcr. on Juneil, 1819. sold the tract..minus the former .

Pinckney property, to Andrew Talvande for 17,000, Andrew; or,

Andre, Talvande and his wife, Ann Marsan [alvande, were ' among

" the numerous refugees who came to Charleston in the 1790s and %f

early 1800s, having fled from the bloody slave revolutiOn on _
san Domingo. They operated the boarding school for young ladies.uio
.which became popularly known as "Madame Talvande 84" According -

to Mrs. St. Julien Ravenel, 1n her book, "Charleston:-}The Place

and the People.“.two aohools “were long thought the mostg.




B eligible.{ To break up the romance, Col. Whaley sent Maria to

fashionable eco]ea de demoisolles' that had ever been Ln Char]es~f*l;“?d‘

ton. fhey were kept by Mademoiselle l)aty and her niece Madame i

ish the young people of the present day.

Mra. Ravenel did not mention rhe often repeated legend of

the elopement that is supposed to have inspired Madame Talvande to

build a briok wall in front of thé property.

Church, where they were married. "Maria then returned to th

It is true that Col. Joaeph Nhaley of hdisto had

basls 1n1 act.w

genealogy'in the South Carolina Historioal Soeiety collections.
-was born in September. 1813 and was marrted on March 8. 1828 to

George H. Morris of New Jersey. AGCording to Charleston Qounty

. 9 ! . r
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-:1ish common law which prohibited aliena from owning land. pre-i

_vailed in South Carolina. Under the law.jthe Sword Gatea property

to Anthony (or Antoine) Barbot. for $15 000, and bough

'on May 5. 1826 for the qame Amount.?

l,"&”“h‘} 13
;New York State*

L
‘l

land reoords. Morria owned property 1&

occupancy of the Sword Gates property is the fact that,{because f

Andrew TaIVHnde retained his French citizenship. his widow 8 right_ ¥
é;a

b ' ;
to own and sell the property had to be confirmed by an act of the

South Carolina legislature. At the time. that tradition in Eng-:

+

‘..
LR

was subject to seizure by the state. Therefore. on December 19,

t

1835, the General Assembly adopted “An Act to veat in Ann Maraan

Talvande the right of the State in certain Real Estate in the City J;

of Charleston.” According to the act.'“all the right, title and

interest of the State of South Carolina. in the real e Uate of ‘

perty. then bought it back again. He sold it on April

¢ ff'l i —;'.” E
Barbot was one of. many French-

o ke The a1 AT ee dgrhhey RN Tar oty CohAT waebge - . . Tt el PR RN R s FRUR PRS0 L PR B ™ B BT TR TR ORI,
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which he ia said to have bui

11:;

‘L@Fmpire style.-

T t

Jthe frame connecting portion.gh ,:-

classrooms. is not. likely to be true.ﬂ

L";the ballroom. including the Adam woodwork and the white marble

1818) of the construction of the houae.
Hopley is alao credited with having 1n5ta119d the Sword Gate

from which the. property takes "Lta. name, The gates are deacribed
a; *."

by Alston Deaa, in his book. "The harly Ironwork of Lharleston. 4

C According to Deas.."The 'Sword Gates.' which owe much of .

their quality to their Setting ~- the overthrow, with its octaqir

gonal 1antern. the high brick wall and _posts, and the great. empty

garden within -- are aaid to have been a part of the grill work
ordered for ‘the New Guard House in 1838, and rejected as having

been in excess. of the amount contracted for. The plan of the

: N I L2
' x .

Guard House, which building was subsequently ruined in the earth-

quake of 1886. was furnished by one "Mr. Reichardt." who in all
. u__
e probability designed the grillea and gates aa well with the mar-.
L 3
tial accent of speara#and Roman swords. If this is true. the

1

e,




."born 1ron worker who worked in Charleston through the;?l;
ty ,! : L

‘1' O Tt

,;etand between the gardens of the Charlestoni

}‘.‘,‘_. |

e-the Gibbes Art Gallery. on Gateway Walk.,_

[}

line between Charleston and New York. Hilliam Adger became a

I‘!

member of hie father s’ firm, and for 12 years ‘was a director of
the Planters and Mechanice Bank. He was a ruling elder of the i
Gecond Preebyterian Church. president of the Eagle Volunteer Fire'iwﬂﬂi

Company and a member of the Board of Fire Maeters of the Lity oﬁ

: Qharleston.i He died 1n New York of smallpox on December 14,

1853, having owned the Sword Gates House exaotly seveh months.

i' M':"

Before his death. he added to the property by bUYiHGD on ;%?5;..,
Auguet 12 1853, ﬁrom.Henry Sollee. for $5 500, a 1ot to. the eest

on Tradd Street.,ﬁeasuring 50 by 210 feet.::f T
e . : - S

“‘His widow. the_former Margaret Hall Moffett, after hia death:.




“! !
went to live with her son,:Andrew M. Adger, at 14 lepare'St. She . . |

- sold the Sword Gates property on May 2, 1856.,to Robert Adger, herf‘”

“J

husband‘sibrother and partner,. for 331 000. - i R

Robert Adger, who ie eaid to have planted the avenue of mag-‘;

r'nolias leading from the Sword Gatee to the house, replacing a

' ..l'!j!"‘,,- ‘\
‘Southern Quarterly Review. a notable literary magazine edited by

William Gilmore Simms. T
Adger s firm was the ‘original owner of the Uss Jemea‘Adger-'”h
a side wheel eteamer. three masted schooner rigged. whtoh Wasl

bought in New York on July 26, 1861, for $85, 000. When Fort Sum-'

i, 1'.!‘.[

ter was ‘fired upon, the veeeel happened to be in New York and wee'“

selzed by the Federal government and used throughout the War Be-'

i

tween the States as an. armed traneport.' The vessel which began

~existence as the pride: of Adger 8 1ine, ended its dayew

barge in New Ybrk Harbor.

i

Robert Adger added to the Sword Gates property hyﬁhuying two ;

lots, on January. 26. 1880. for b3 975, from the heiraog Charlee
Schwing.. The two 1ote, shown in red on the accompanying:
spectively. 36 feet,-seven inches. y 61 feet, 10 inchesx

feet, two inches, by 61 feet, 10 inches. Part of thef riginal

of the kitchen-stable building of the Sword Gates property.

On November 1

1879, the Sword Gates property, along withh*;
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The property ‘then became the reaidence of that diatinguishedﬁ

::- H ' = T
: 'jurist and his family.r Charles Henry Simonton, son of,Charles S

,“Simonton and Elizabeth Ross, was born in Charleston on’ July i1,

,182933 Hé: wasngraduated from South Carolina College (now the Uni-

_versity of South Carolina) in 1849 as first honor graduate. He '
studied law in Charleston.in the offioe of William Munro.fafter-:”“

wards Judge of the Appelate Lourt of South Carolina.. He began

nr

;practicing law in Charleston in. 1852 and served in the General
Assembly in 1858-60. He served as colonel of the 25th Regiment._t‘

'tﬁﬁf;. ;TSouth Carolina Volunteers, during the Confederate War and was oap~ﬁ{

‘.;)g\t'i. T

:tured in 1865 near Wilmington and confined in Fort Delaware until

‘the 3urrender- After the war, he returned to. law praotice in

', [ h

'Charleston and was elected to the state 1egialature in 1865, P

l

v fduring which term he was Speaker of the Houae. He returned to

'1886.' In 1886 he was appointed by President Grover Cleveland

o submitted in the U, S. Lirouit Lourt of Appeals. the]U. S_ Circuit'

Courts for the distriorq of Maryland and South Carolina and the ;_Tf




{Alston; Charleston ;nauranca execuﬁi

L .‘*1..

daughter of President Abraham Lincoln. Mrs. Randolph pever 1ived
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Lthe

“son of William Se Caud.:
- ;Mrﬂ.‘lsabel Cleland Williams Gaud-'

o

degree in 1939 from the University of Virginia.p He has,practiced*

law in Charleston since 1943. He was one sof :he founde 8 of‘the”d

'r.new Republican Party in South Carolina. H

v the first of several annual "antebelluw balls _was held ,herep

—ﬁdienda.
. portion of the house. and the famous Sword Gates Inn Qa‘,
On June 24, 1959, Gaud filed a request with the oit.?enci~b

neer, askinp to subdivide a portion of the property into two e

building lots. The property at the. time constituted,on ?of the

largest lots in Downtown Lharleston. Gaud'sipropoeaifwaoftd createﬁ

~a new 1ot on the southeast portion of the property, to the rear of
. the house, measuring approximately 47 feet by 105 feet. with a 20-
feet wide access to Tradd Street, and to create two new 1ots on
the southwest portlon of the property, to the south of the gates.'
measuring 48 feet by 96 feet. Historic Charleston Foundation re-:

- gistered ita objection to the subdivision. 1n.a resolutionfcon-




s

‘Street. however. were disapproved as be1ow the 6 , 000 8q

'minimum required by the. zoning ordinance.r

i create another lot: by sealing off the doorway between

an

Over the objectione of the foundat:on

f [
]

'}The property 8 eoutheaat corner. The two proposed Ioteaon Legare\

[

'ui o On OCtober 14 1959 despite objections from the foundation

te and the Preeervation Society of Charleston. the Board of Adjuet- )

magnolias._

from Legare Street to the houee.

Gaud noted that he had reached the point of exh'upjion

ik

maintain the property intact. He said he. would holdu

the property until Deoember 1, 1959.

plied for subdivision of the property again.- Hie prop eal was to o

“and wooden portions.; The wooden portion would have the proposedi

entrance on Tradd Street, to whence the Sword Gates would_be
moved. The Board of Adjustment approved the subdivision on ;v'i

June 6 1960.
&
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_1961. He sold the brick portion of the house in 1967

existence,

Ats owners.wjlt remqins;one of Charleston s'mostﬂcharm'n‘uhousea
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'Tf; origlnal
'iw Y The dining room ie of recent creation, having been carved

"room. retalns original features of the game room, lncludlng the;

subetantial plaster cornice.

' he celllngt edallion_heﬁe is. V}ot ian,{

Rl

'lmonton couelns

”b"lck portion' of? heJhouse. bq

FR

Gauds formerly used‘as a; dining room before the house was dlvldeda

Thie roomncontains beautlful woodwork and mouldlng of.the period

of the house a conetructlon, and probably origlnal. An‘ornate

medallion of plaster acanthue leaves. surrounded by a floral ring,

graces the -celling. An identical medallion ie found in the ba]l.

room of the brick portion of the house, another in the dlning
room to the rear of the drawing room. The dining room. medallion
may be a reproductlon.f Those in the drawing room and . ballroom "

may date from the conetruction of - the houqe or may have been added
by Hopley._ The drawing room mantel in the Adam style, is not

v Pl !

‘ t replaced a black marble mantel. in the Regency o

Gl SRR

i ‘7

Qtyle.

from Hopley 8 game room.i The llbrary, to the rear of. the dining\?

1
' }'

The Adam etyle mantel is aireulV

., On the second floor, the master bedroom retaine a blaok mar

-i‘\ 4"’\,,"

ble mentel of the Regency pertod.” The chlld 8. bedroom_contains a









