“Planter, Leg|slator Built House
'On Property He Dldnt Own

BV ROBERT P. STOCKTON
Speciel Writar

william Stevens Srn!t.h, attorney.
ﬁla.nter and state legislator, built the
ouse and ::ttbuu i
lan he did not own .
- Smith, ina Couﬂ of Equity suit he
inittated in 1804 1o clear complex
title, said he bad buill the house and
outbulldln s believing hiz wiie
wned the land, but that it actually
: was owned by her uncle, Benjamin
Waring.
Smi
a8 his family residence but
declined to live there. He sold the
- property in 1M, aﬂ.er finally acquir-
title to the land
ubsequent owners included Dr.
Thomas Ballard MeDow, who
" achieved notoriety lor himself and
for the house by fatally shooting
Ca L. Francis Warrington Dawson,
tor and manager of News and
Courler, at the house in 1889,
Benjamin Waring, tn March 1778,
bought from John Harleston the
- eastern. halves of four lots on the
wesl side of Rutledge Street, extend-
Ing hetween Bull and Montagu

streets, lots 81 through #4 in the plan -
or the Villageof

. Harteston, as ia
Warin

out i 1770,
‘redrew the lot lines to or-

lent the two northern lots to !ncaon ’

. Bull Street,

In October 1778, Waring Itfned a

" band obilgating him to transfer the

two lots tmntiug on Bull Street to his
nieces, Dorothy Waring and Juliette

uldhehadbuﬂlthehnuse .
then

i.t‘au,.}u?.‘;ylwfca.’ i g

" lot"of Yand,” which &s he “has de-

at 101 -Rubs
and 1604, on

orthe!r Ing days
ing was to receive
 Rutledge, while Juliette would re-
ceive tl adjacen! lot to the west. -
Since Doroth; Wnri.n bore no chil-

. dren, the ed that after

% Dorothy War-

her deathher otfalltohernext‘
wnd

#ibling, Edm

' tiage contract entitied her to the Bull
Street lot, but Benjamin Waring

falled to transier title to her on the

date of her marriage.

Smith said he was unaware of the -,
. entanglement of the 1778 bond, “but "

in g to erect buildings for the
residence of his family on land which
he believed belong
. made plans to do so,
At uest of his brother-in-
law, Edmund Waring, Smith a
to & sacond redrawing of the iot lines
redcienting the lots
ledge Street again.
Smith, according to his eivil com-
plaint, hen “proceeded to bufid &
dwelling house and copvenient outh-
ouses” on (he southmast of the two
lots, spending $10,000 on the "{m-

* provements,
Smith stated he ‘hath engeged ton .

- conslderable extent in the planting

- business, and finds it inconvenient o -
lgt 50 large a proportion of his prop-

oL
O E AR

on thefr 215t birthdays -
‘lot af Bull and -

. on Dec 28 to Witiam Mathiews lor

to his wife,” -

face on Rul- ’

e P R e g e e

; ertyremainvesledinan ousaand

. clined" u.slng as a family residence
&groduces a Rent by tar inferior
“smﬂts of plantlng on the same

e asked thecourttndlsencumber
lheutlesohecouidsellthep .
The court agreed, and on Dee, 7T, .
1804, the house, outbuildings and Ioi

- Were mnveyed to Smith, He sold it

2,500 pounds of sterling suwer,
valent of $12,000, . i
mtthwashornlnlm a son of
Josiah Smith Jr, and Mary Stevens, .
His father was a prominent Patriot -
" teader during to the Revolution,
wham Ihe British exiled to St. A
tine, Smith was elected to the state
House of Represestatives from the
ﬂlnrlshesof St. Philip and St. Michael
mul He dled In 1837,

g riy was-owned from 1804
to 1818 by the family of Willlam
Mathews, a planter, It was boughl in
1818 by Ma Ward, also a planter,
and her sister, Sarah Ward, who
- married Edward - Armstrong. The

Artngtrongs sold the property 1n 1836
to William C. Murray, a merchanl.

Murray sold it in 1846 to William
M., Lawtion, a prominent cotton and
:ioe fxtaﬁkl)r who retained the proper-

* ty un

Subseqnent owners included Me-

Dow who purchased the property in

wntnasses at McDow's sensational : I e e
murder trial testified he had made o Staff Photo by Wade Spee
’ See Hom, Page 12-8 :
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3 ", Dawson was o
S attemptingtoql ceatthebodyln the .
A

.'Conllnund me anl 1-B- :

. advances to a ymmgl French wofnan
. -in Dawson's employ. When. the
. young woman complained {o Daw-

went ta McDow's. office, in

son,
the basement ot 11 Rutied&e. 0

" ‘Mareh 12,

There, ara;ement ensned ahd

dict flog irt floor of 3 closet under the stairs;

- rent owners are Dr. and Mrs. Thom-

. a8 L, Lucan and Dr. and Mrs,
-~ Thomas L. Lucas Jr., whn urchased

it In 1977, The basement 15 used as

** uni offive and the main portlon of the -
a residenice, : :

house s a

- "1 The maln-house, ldtchen bulidln:-
B _‘andl%mage house which on
C A '

L altered

rleaof

ol ‘maln-house 1s. 3% sto
_'brinkon a high brick | buemenl Itis -

" * atraditional single house, three bays
‘wide and five ba mbmm mo{zt

" single houses, apparemtly did not -

- originally have a small extenslon
- the Tear. hut had piazzas’ mtinuing
. ‘gomplehly acr:oss tlm reqr ths

shot. After first. .

: cornlce with brick dentils, widely
spaced, . following the rake of the '

. gable and mmtinujnq‘l long the sides -
of cade windows .

. have Ttalianate cornices of pressed |

: metal ; added in the late 18th century, .

The unstuccved facade has Flem-

~1sh bond brickwork. The piazza en- .
:trance hges a stuccned brick- .
. Surrgund, rusticated to resemble a -
keystone arch of stone blocks. Aboys.
. McDow gurrendered: himself l:opoa:
lice and confessed: to the shooting,
.~ which he claimed was in self-de- ..
U fense. A!ternmuch—puhlfeizedh'ial.;,_.
- -McDow. was acquitted. O
- - MeDow died in 1904 and his tamﬂy g
sold 101 Rufledge in 1918, Thé cur-

. that is another arch ofwoqdeth:m-' ¥

Han’ rbread work. .

‘The interier retains some. Federal o
wuodwork including paneled. waln- - .
" seoting, six-paneled doors, a roind- < -
window surround on the stair -
.‘landing, and the staircase itself with "

its slender rail connected by colum--
. nar newels on the lnndlny and end-
2 lnslnﬂsnlralatthe asg. . . T

'Anodg Teature i the walmeotin%
- of -the’ front bedioom
- ‘which do not align witi: the _
Woadwork - in_ the- drawing mm _

-, ang ;llmug room wag replaced about
-, 1840~ with. wider "surrounds, having -
. channeled pilasters and entabla- i
tures and square cornerblocks, Cor- *©

- nerblocks in' the drawing room have ;

applied oak leaves. -
Mantels' in all ‘Tooms’ were

* placed In the latter part of the wm
: gentury wlth man of stenciled, -
“..marbleized slate.’ s

" All rooms have lasi.ar cdrnices-.[

~with. classtcal mo dings and h:he
: ve .
o Iaster ceilingmeda]lm wtﬂ; acin-
: ‘osettes and ropa-mold-

drawing room and dining room




