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Charleston. CGunly

puf several bulldings: back In private hiands

the center and the smalr Infll building to the right) andgrann—qqlorod 96 Brood flefl). *

'Buﬂdmgs entenng

another chapter

| Two-century-old’fBroad Street
‘buildings bound for private use

- Buildings entering new chapter

~BUILDINGS from que 1B

repair or replace roofs, repair
stucco, restore a balcony floor
* and repaint large sections: Chan-
dler says the work was meant to
- vmaintain them in good shape un-
til they could be returned to pri-
- ‘vate use,
The work has pleased: Ppreserva-
“tionists, especially wheri com-

Ve RS E R Nd>F Yi"-‘lf'e'ﬁ'i':

«  pared to the deterioration that .

;4 happened to similar buildings

. ,across the street acquired durmg
the federal courthouse expansion.

preserved and protected, and'I
think they did a great job with
the move and the exterior,” says

i Charleston Foundation.
" “They’re all very important be-

iax‘r:‘ ﬂ&:ﬁr:v.'.:'i'a': [

ly great late 18th to 19th. century
.- streetscape of Broad Street he "
e adds
wo.=. L he most expensive part of the
- work involved 96 Broad, because
| % the county spent more than
“%00 000-to move it about 75
i y.ards from 1ts old location north-

. Jonathan Poston of the Historic

cause they're all part of the real-

‘hcludng 88 Broud St (ght),

. AbAN HAWES/STAFF

90 Blbadil (which lncludos both the cream-colorad bullding in

‘They were bullt to house fami- As county Capital Projects direc-
lies, law praciices snd a hranch tor Dan Chandler tours the three
bank-of the United States, and buildings, he watches his step to
they later were used for every- avoid bits of broken glass, plywood
thiing from a Hebrew arphanage, - patches over floors and other de-

- & 8ynagogue, more offices, a bar, bris, such as old tile flooring, bits -
- & fraternity house and who of wallboard and assorted litter,
knows what else. o { - " *We didn't do & inside

Soon, the two-century-oll meion- ‘ [ = . these buﬂ]dinmgs,” he says. "W?hv:r-ene
"y buildings at 88, 90 and 96 -basically looking just to wea
Eroad St, will witness yet another ROBERT BEHRE * proof them,”
chaptertlg thau'ar al]ready Cr;ch tijvs. Architecture and | th'I':e goufnty bt:xu'gch&n the.m'@x beca:;se )

Bought by eston Coun ) .the job of consi g its new $40
betore it constructed thie large Preservation ‘million judital center would have
new judicial center, the county now wantstoput  been overly disrupiive to anyowe trying to live or
them back into pnvate use. - work Insidé them &t the tim

F‘rmntheoutslde,thehuﬂdmgslmkaswellmain- Itspentmorethansunﬂljontoalignmndows,
tamedasanyoftheirnenghbmsaloug&oadsmet oo
methemside,ﬂmressomeﬂmguptodo. See BUILDINGS;, Page 7B - .

ish hlstory granting historic easements for

west of the historic county court-
house to a vacant lot on Broad,
The work involved building &
new foundation and completely
replacirg its pan-tile roof.

The county seatched for similar
tiles and finally settled on tiles -

“from South Yorkshire, Engla_nd,‘

Chandler says. Also, it added
‘quoins; or dressed corner stona:

* to its Broad Street facade and .-

gave the building copper down-
spouts and giitters. The county

-also;added a wrought iron bal-
- cony to the secorid floor of the
“*T think they’ve been very well
', leading to the balcony origmally :
opened onto the house’s piazza,
* which had been Iost many years

Broad Street facade: The door

ago,

- “We wanted to do somethmg

that was lasting * Chandler says’
of the repairs, “We didn’t wan_t ‘

- just to. patch the buildings,”

Poston says-the most historic
of the three buildings is 88 -

Broad St.; the Febrew Orphan -

Society bu:lding, “because of its
historical relevance to the es-

-tablishment of that benevolent -

society and to Charlgstqn s Jew--

. 48 Broad St, —

‘buildings.are a mixed bag. From

In recerit weeks, several dozen

people have walked around in-
side the three buildings to see if
they would be interested i in fixing

" them ‘'up and moving in.

County Council is accepting of-
fers through Jan. 14 and will de-
cide what to do then. Once the
fate of the three buildings is de-

" cided, then the county also will

- figure out-what to do with-92. and
its other two his-
toric buildings on the block th_at

it owns but no longer feeds.

‘Whoever takes them on might
be able to build modest additions

in the rear for elevators or rest-
- rooms, Changler'says. °

Currently, the interiors of the
room-to ropm, they have altered

: floor plans and differing levels of ;
* dropped acoustical ceilings. In
_fact, ' most rooms don’t resemble’
historical bulldmgs but rather
~buildings that have been repeat- -
-edly adapted durmg the last half- |
- eentury for different people; f

Another big question is whether

- preservationists will have any
' say in the renovations. The His- |

' toric Charleston Foundation had
approached the- county about

the interiors — legal agreements
that would allow the foundation
to review, and possibly reject,
any work deemed clamagmg to
surviving hlsborlcal details in-
side,

Poston says the foundation is
still very interested in working
with the county on such ease-
ments, especially for the Meyers
Peace House at 96 Broad, which
still has rooms with surviving

' plaster wamscotlug, moldmg

; and mantels.

* “All of them have some historic
' fabric, but thie Meyers Peace
’ House i is going to be more crucial
than the others,” he says,
{ It's unclear what the county will

.do. Some council members seem

disinclined to sell themn because

~* the county might need them in
‘the future.

Either way, the renovation and

reopenmg of the’ bulldmgs is ex-

pected to.mark one of the fmal
chapters in the county’s decade-
and-a-half-long effort to expand
its courtrooms and other judicial
workings at Broad and Meeting

| streets.

“It would beuiuetoseeth.emm
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