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Hirsch-Israel Building
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| b:r J' aoobs

and Wentworth Streets as Former Store
and Bank Structure 1s Changed

W’ll.hin' 'a." fow weeks two 'land-

marks near the intersection. of Kingis
and Wontworth atreots wxll hzw
diqappearod.

Work -has beg?un a.lready on re-
the . old. Hirsch-Israel

building .at the: northwest corner of
King and Wentworth streets, which
will -Include removal of ‘the dom
and “the’ third floor from the ‘build-
ing. The other landmark which will
disappear will be the clock tower
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“the .old Stophen -Thomas

bullding’. whlch is to be inoorpo-

rat.od into the W’oolworth store at

59 hing strect..

The - Hirsch-larael bmldlng was
bor.:un about 1897 and .finished . by
1899, and was.used as a clothing
store by the: Hirsch-Israel company
until about 19192, when: it was ac-
quired by the Dime: Savings bank.
Up to this time, the triangular piece|
of pavemcnt at the corner was Qce-
cupled by a circular display win-
dow, surmounted by a conical dome
and a flagpole over which the door-
way arch formed a sort of canopy.

‘After the bullding’s aoquisiuon by
the bank, the displa.y window was
purchased .by - the late Hyman
Pearistine and removed to the lawn
of his home at Rutledge avenue and-

{1 Baogard otroet. tor uso as a. green-

houso. o

“Part of Poonlos Cham -

Tho Dime Savings bank became
lntor the Dime Natlonal hank. .In
1023, it wasx. consolidated wlth the
Pooples-Firsr. National bank and
ras operated as a branch of that
bank. Later, the name was changed
ago.in to the Pcoploq State Bank of
South . Carolina. =~ YWhen the . bank
failed to open in January, 1932, the
property came on the market, being
purchased last October by the
King-1V cntworth corpora.tioo tor

$6-l.000._'
This corpomtlon has employed

moving the third story and dome,

the building §s to be. extended to

the strect lines at the corner, the
elevator is ta be removed and the
sccond ﬂoor entrance changed. Dec-~
orative tile ls to bo used on the

exterior.
Both the: lesoh-l'srael and '\[ot.z

buildings are ‘of a composite type
of architecture much {n vogue at
the end of the nineteenth .and the
beginning of the twentieth century,
being a -conglomoration of. mang
architectural schools.

trance. to the Mirsch-Israel build-

ing &re two rccumbem. female . ﬁg-
lures,

"l"wo Bmldmgs Ploturod

At the elbow of cach figure is a

ifined to| picture of a building., one of which

*h
t.he cz ty.

they lig gaid to be the building now . used
in Wentworth

as the FElks home,

£0 | s:reet, which was the home of Mor-

dmease ris Israel.

fathor of three of the
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the Dawson Engineering company
{to change the building. Besides re-

Adbove the a.rchna}' ot'er t.ho en..;

other bulldlng' is tho Haate]l 'St'roet
synagogue. Members of the Hirsch-

{Israel. firm were 1. W. Hirsch and

Samuel, Arthur and Louis Israel. .
- The Stephen - Thomas bufldin
not- so elaborate as the - Hirsch-
Israel building, being a wooden
structure. The outstanding teature
is the clock tower, which juts out
from the front of the second story.
For many - -yvears the clock has not
run and its face has beoome muoh
weatherbeaten. E

- After Stophen Thomass Jewelry
business was . discontinued, - the
‘| building was occupied by the Metz

Jewelry company. It was purchased| ':'

several years ago by Woolworth's
from the Thomas family for $45.000.

but - the Woolworth oo'mpany has
leased It out untjl the recent decl-
slon to expand its lIocal. store. -
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