53 Church Street

‘IF (and please ﬁotecapital letters) one kelieves the resapitualt recapitulation peesent
‘in Deed E-17, 191 = then the preperty now called number 53 Church was owndd ky

»‘RibJ¢seph lall when he made his will in 1768; there are several problems - there is

no record of Ball gettlng the property by conveyance or will; perhaps it came thpaugh

his wife. whose maiden name is not easily kmown; his son (1) Joseph ®ourht a property

in!or;ginal lot 61: which is nearby; er the same; his duagher (Mary Verree lived

"ACrst the street). In his 1?68 will, he mentioned His dwelling house on the west
‘side‘church and it passed to his wife Elizaketh; there are no other deeds refering to

"'the house until 1877; one was made, but the original was lost and 1t was never recoreged -

: ASQ'there is ne infdrmation tostate wikhter the extant structure is the same as the

‘pre 176% dwelllng. Aecording to E-l? 191, the house was left b y Elizabeth to her
'two daughters. Margaret Toussxger gnd Elizabeph Gibbes, all of the’ shares from Margaret
Toussigers children were finally vested_in ElizabBfhe 3 Gibbes' daughters, Mary Gadsden
. and Susan Gihbes who in 1‘?§1cenveyad it to Julius Lilﬁestroh Lee~for $1,000, (E-
17, 191). In a sherrifs sale. on 5 Nov. 1885, the lot with two and half btrick stery
- dwelling was sold to John X. Klenke, grQCer for $4,800 (HL18.2@6). whoseeid- heirs
sold it to Julian .E. ango for $7.600 (T-25, 471, 16 “eril 1912)‘uMp sold it for
 $iQ1and'other valuablelconsiderations to .John Marshall (29 Sept. 1919, $-29,2); he
;wnet backrupt and it Qas:sold to Elizaketh J.vldger for $17,906, (20 December 1921,
X—je.1317; itrweht to her ndees-- nieces (T-43,565) by will and deed; they sold

it to Margaret and Philipyﬁaﬁmond for $15,600. (C-M?.89; June 24, IQUE); the survivor
: sold it to James G Gibhes ($35,000; 15 July 1939; C-68,583); who sold it to Marreit
Hodges (27 June 19789, I—93. 113) whos old it to the currﬂnt owner, the First )aotist

v“Chprch (HL94, 327) July 19760,

Note; houss to the scuth of this one is now built on land that was historically

vart of this nroperty.



T

From t he dirqébories,‘it‘is seen thzt the Ball family were the prircipal océupants;
althoggh Elizabeth Ball's daughter Margaret Toussiper inhetited part of the house,
she lived on Water Street; the Gibbes daughberand her relaitnns lived here:
1790 - Elizabeth Ball, widow 19 Church | |
1795 - Elizabeth Ball, widow, 15 Church (a widew Baker is listed at 10-either a mlstake
or a shift in numbering

1801 - Ball, Elizabeth widodl 16 Church Street

1802 she is listed at 5 Church

ditto 1803, 1806, 1867
1816 Ann Ball, widow 21 Church
1819 - Ann 3all and E. Givees at 21 Church; they are seanstreésasv
1822 - they are both listed at 67 Church; seamstress;
1329 - Ball, the misses; Church epposite Stoll's Alley
1831 - Ball, Mrs. Ann, 89 Church

Gibbes, Elizgbeth, widow, 67 Church

The Julius Lee. they sold the house to was a stevedore,vthe ‘house was vapant
soon after the earthquake, the assesment of . e=rthquake damgges makes it apeoear: that
the house did not us suxg suffer that much; all needed rapairs were d@ne soon after;
though the brickwork on the north side, just back from the street makes it look like
a WhekeA@ET the whole facade was reworked‘—‘whiéh it was over the windows. etc...

Kjanke, who owned it then, did not dwell here - rental property perhaps
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