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' Partly Before 1788

 Partly 1829

When the settlement of - Charlcaton was moved in 1680 from its temporary

locatxon on the wes£ bank of the Ashley River to its permansat location on .the
peninsula batween the two rivers, the new towm was laid out on tne highest
ground available on the penwnsula on the Cooper River. About the middls of the
lenghh of the blnff, Broad Streast was laid out perpendicular to the river rrcnt,
and this spct became the center of the settlement, the seat of government and of
public defenss through most of the colonial period. '

Since “the Wharf of Charles Town“,‘as this biluff was sometimes called, was -

quibe exposed to. attack, defenses must have been established at a very early date

along the' harhor front of thc new town. It was probably after the expedition against

Florida in 1702 that these defenses were greatky strengbhened and enlarged, with the

rasult that ‘the whole length of the waterfrcnt was eventually derended by a brick

- wall said to have been twenty feet high above the 1ow water mark, five feet think at

the baae, and rising to parapets four feet above the. ground. At egbrcmtties of

phe.wall, near present Harket and Water Streete, were strong bastions named for

Crawen and'Granville,‘two of the Lords Propristors. 'At the foot'of Tradd, and risar

“the foot of Queen Strcet ware smaller triangular projections known as redans, 1 At -

v

the fcot of Broad Street, . bhe center of the 1ength of this defeneive wall, was’

built a strong fort of semi-circular ehape, called the "Half-Moon Batteny", where

. Was the barracke and headquarters of the guand.

i

Although this brick defensive wall, called the "Curtain Line, was the city's main

defenae against sea-bcrne attack, 1t was essential to the 1ife of the clty that the .

‘area be ueed for commercs as well, and no doubt. these two conflicting cleims to use




two _.
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of the sea rront produoed meny conflicts over the yeare. At any rate, outside the -

Curtain Line, virtually by 1700 the 1ow-1ying ground had all been granted to v

various individuale for the purpose of erectlng landing places for cargo.a Thelr
'conetruotion seeme to have been from the earliest date, similar to what is still
'vieible on Adgers Wharf, the same type which can be found in the Haritime Pro-

‘vinces of Canada even today,. a crib of timber was sﬁn& in deep water and filled

with stona, and a wooden bridge thrown out-to it from the shoro line; the process"

being repeated uhtil the end of the wharf stood 1n desp enough water for seagoing

}vessels. From the. conetruotion employed these structures were called at first

not wharves, which seema to have referrad to the area and not to the struoturee,‘

but- rather ware called "bridges," the term being somewhat analogous to the related

terms "terminal" and "pier." ‘ | | |
IS July 1698 "the wharf before the town lot number 13 was granted to

William Elliott (town loﬁ number 13 had approxlmately the eame East Bay frontage,l

'as the present Carolina Bank and Trust COmpany) 3 On the map of 1739 this area

18 '‘ealled Middle Wherf.h

Ebenezer Simmons, who had probably acquired it in 17h3,5‘had dévised, by his

will of 1763, to. his son Ebenezar Simmons Jr., the area known as "Simmons Whart,

leing to the eastward of the Cgrtain Line or the bay of Charles Town,"6 In 1768 o

the Commissioners for. the Bullding of the New Exchange, whioh was to be erected

. upon the demolished Half Moon Bettery, wera forcod to enoroadh upon the wharf area
_owned by Simmons in order to obtain: enough room for this larger structure.7 In

. the same year, on 1 June, Ebenezer Simmons Jr. sold to John Champnays the balanoe \

of the wharf area, which 1ay to the eastward and southward of the Exchange, about,

211 feet wide, and extended from the Curtain Line on the Bay, to the channel of

Gooper River, at that timeodlstant aoparently 361 feet.8
| In the hurricane of 1752, Granville Bastion 1is said to have been almost com— ig :

pletely destroyed, while the parapet of' the Curtain Line had been torn down 1.gJmost
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threa

Ats entire 1ength.9 Neverthelese, attack was now feared from the Freﬁch, and there

must have been ‘some desire to put the defenses in better order, for in 176k, b

Act of August 10, the House of Assembly paeeed a measure dlrecting that buildings ::

ware not to be ereoted W1th1n1 50 feet, of the Curtain Linas, (It may be noted,

however, that the western 11ne of these buildings is only about 30 feet from where

- the Curtain Line stood ( In the same act they directed, moreover, that "the moat

on the Bay of Charles Town (was) to be filled up. Thie must have referred to thef '

1ow 1y1ng ground botween the Curtain Line and the- varioue merchante' bridges,
doubtless & depository for garbage and offal, as the excavations recently made -
under the’ old Exchange seem to indicate.lo

The buildings as-theanow'stand are clearly‘delineafed on the.Petrie Map of

'1788- however, the resar part of this structure was apparently raebuilt in 1829,

as evidenced by the marble plaque inscribed "Edmonston-1829," affixed to the

weet wall of the building.

In addition, the basement. beneath'appeare'to be almost half full of rubble

of an earlier building, and this fact, coupled with its handsome, .regular, and

-'eturdy constructmon would seem. to prove that the date of the plaque is 1ts cone

structuion date._ The northern bay, however, is of a muoh cruder and coarser type

- of construotion and it has been badly damaged at 1eaet once, probably by the earth-

quake ‘of 1886, It appears always ‘to have been intended for rough-cast1ng, and the

 mortar is of poorer quality,the bricks of less regular shape and hardness, and more

.coarsely laid, than in the newer portion.

It seoms possible that John Champneys built this earlier portion of the building,
but this would place it before 1777, {and we have no pro6f thus far until the 1788

' map( for in that year he left the colony for England, since he was unsympathetic
‘to the Revolutionary Party. He is showniae one of those banishad from South Carolina

, in Josiah Smith's Diary of 17'80-81.]2

« On 25 March 178l, Daniel Stevens, Sheriff of Charleston Distriet, eonveyed to




four.

Roger Parker Saundors "Champneys Wharf and Bridge with the storos and housas |

thoreon." In- thia deod is redited a suit against John Champneys by "Thomas Smith
" and Isaac Motte, (who had survived on Thomas Loughton Smith as Executors of Ben-

Jamin Smith deceased)" whlch had been brought on 26 April 177h Presumhbly delayed

’ by tha Revolutionaxy'war; adaudication had not been made till after its end.13

The yearkof Chompneys' return to South Carolina is not known, It may have bsen ':o{f.?
as 1ate as 1?88 ~B9, for he recaivod 8oecia1 exemption rrom banishment by act of ' I
| the Legislature in that year, and he beoame a citizen March 25, 1789.1h
It is not altogether certain thax Champneys actually lost the whole wharf,
and thero geem to be, other transactions here ihto Champneys as late as 1800 15
However, by the 1atter data it is in the hands of many different cwners, several
of whom eaoh.own one of the brick stores (rathor regularly dasigned to be about’
20 x Lo feet, outside dimensions, and two stories high) intonded to serve both as:
warehouse and merohandisa rooms for the small-ocale importers or that day. After
- 1800 thero appears to he an accumulation of thesge pr@perties into the hands of the
highly successful Patrick Dunoan, who built Tor his town house ‘he villa now
:serving Ashley. Hall. Apparently after he tetired, he sold his holdinps there in
-7_1819 to Charlea Edmonston, probably on oredit, for a confirmation of tha sale is
' date 1525. Charles Edmonaton also. aoquired property on this wharf from Jeremiah
"Yates and Jacobson, assignoes of John R. Rogors s aoch frbnﬁ‘John'}Bobmoon, Daniol _
‘Parkins, George Gibbon Ann Hutohinaon and Pathick Mooney, all in the year 1825, 5nd_r
- 'he even acquired some friom Mordecai Cohen in- 1829. 16 The Rogars deed and the
Cohon deed appear to be for the two southern bays of this propelty 17
Charles Edmonston was most successful self-made merchant. In his will 18 he tells
" us he was born in tho town of Lenrick 1n Shetland, on 20 June 17823 and he muat have ! |

‘oome to Charleston when a falrly younp man; perhaps he had baon a olerk of the

Scotsman Patrick Duncan. At any rate he took out naturaligation papers in Char-
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leston on March 26, 1810 19 and the same year, December 16 he married a 1oca1 lady,

one Mary Prabt,20

who survived himi = About the year 1818 he began acquiring pPro-
perties along the lower part of E ast Bay Street, and in 1828 he built for himself
the beautiful mansion now number 21 East Batteny. He apparently continued to
' prosper and had one of the leading 1mportwcxport businasses of the city until he _
_found himself over-extended in the panic of 1837. At that time much of his property
and in partlcular his chief revenue-producing real estate, the buildings on Champneys .
~ (or rather Edmonstons's) Wharf, and the two bridges there, were sold to satisfy
N his creditors. Among thum were the leading banks of the town: The Bank of South

Carolina, the State Bank, the Union Bank, the Planters & Merchants Bank, 'and - the
‘:Bank of Charleston, %o whom he qwed 5120 000" and perhaps more.z}

About this time his fine house was soﬁd to Joseph Alston, who gave it to his;

son, in whose descent it has remained. | , |
' Although Charles Edmonston never recovered his former affluence in full, he
made a considerable recovery, and remained in business o - the Bay, trad&ng as
c. Edmonston & Col 22 almost unbil his death, which occured in 1861. 23 After
_ ha had lost ‘the East ‘Battery mansion he moved to a smaller but, still comfortable
home on Legare Street, now nunber 18. e | - '

| The range of buildings on the wharf, though not all owned by Edmonston,
- extended eastwardly_in an unbroken double row and included the present offices of

_ Barnweli, Whaley, & Stevenson's own offices, at least until the sale consumated in

1839, o - ‘, -




