Emanuel Church A Shrine

Emanuel African Methodist Epis-
copal Church, one of the oldest black
churches in the United States, has

'been designated a historical shrine

and registered in the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places, and -will be
horiored at “Emanuel Day’* services
at the church Sunday. :
‘Emanuel’s history dates to 1818,
around the time the Free African

. Society was formed by AME founder

--Richard Allen and several other

clergymen in Philadelphia.- Both

groups were formed because black
participation was restricted in white
churches. The Free African Society
was the front runner of the AME

.chitreh in America.

The Rev. Alonzo W. Holman, pas-

_ tor of the church, said the church has

« backlash from Nat

joKed arich history He said Den-
Vesey, leader of the slave up-
rising in 1822, was a member uf the
church.

It Wwas white back]ash against Ve-
sey’s rebellion, coupled with the
urner’s rebel-

" lion inVirginia in 1834, that foréed

" the suspenslon of black church Sery--

o

‘a.m. an

ﬂw6+c.cn..n:u.m

T [wol8x

ices in the Lowcountry until 1865.
 The church had been named the
Bethel circuit, but when the ban on
black church services was lifted ‘it
was renamed Emanuel.

‘Church record indicate that the
congregation of the church did not
cease to meet during the ban;-be-
cause when it was lifted the chuch .
had close to 3,000 members.

The old stucture which had been
burned after the Vesey controversy,
was rebuilt in 1872 at the present
location on Calhoun Street.

In 1882 the congregation split and
Mount Zion AME Chuch was formed.
The present edifice was completed in
1891 Gnder the leadershlp of r.L.R.
Nichols. : SRR

The church was mcorporated in-
1912 and presently has -about’ 2 000
members, .

Sunday services wxl] begm at 11
the dedication ceremonies -
will be conducted by Charles Lee,
director of the S.C. Department of
Archives and History. He will pres-
tent the medallion to the congrega-
fon.. :




' By ROBERT P. STOCKTON
] Special Writer

Houn St;, built in 1891, has one of the
oldest black congregations in the
United States.

‘The congregation,

originally

and slaves. : .
4 . The founding of the church coin-

cided with the establishment of the
Free African Society, a religious and

and Baoston,
The first house of worship of the
“African Church was in the vicinity of
- Hanover and Amherst streets. A
cémetery was located near the
church, )
-One of the founders of the congre-
: gation was Denmark Vesey, a free
- black man. Vesey was convicted and
xecuted as the alleged leader of a
Lconspiracy to incite a slave rebellion
in 1822,
“Another founder was Morris
Brown, a free biack preacher and
téacher. Brown was compelled to
1 leave South Carolina in 1822 because

ﬂ._mamn‘co_ AME Church, 108 -Cal):

koown as the African Church, was’
organized about 1783 by free blacks

social organization, in Philadelphia

Do You

Know Your
Charleston?

of suspicion (never proved) that the
congregation was involved ‘in the
alleged Vesey plot. He went to Phila-
delphia and subsequently became a
bishop of the African Methodist Ep-
iscopal Chuich, oo

"The Free African Society in the
North became the AME Church in
1816, The African Church of Charles-
ton joiried the national organization
in 1818. In 1820, the Charleston con-
gregation was named the Bethel cir-

“cuit. :

The Bethel church was burned asa“

result of the Vesey controversy. The
church was rebuilt and remained
open until 1834, when state law
closed all black churches, in reaction
to Nat Turmer’s Rebellicn in Virgin-
ia, o

- The congregation met in secret
until the end of the Civil War. In 1865,

the Rev. Richard Cain, a black mis-
sionary from- the North, reopened
the Bethel Church, renaming it
Emanuel, - & - ; -

A new church was built in 1872 on
the site of the present structure,
That structure was heavily damaged
in the 1886 earthquake and was final-
ly razed in 1891, ‘ ,

The present structure was built in
1881 under the direction of the Rev,
Dr. L.R. Nichols, whose son jater
became an AME bishop.

In 1952, Dr. Nichols’ remains were

moved trom the Emanuel Cemetery:

on Meeting Street Road and placed
in a crypt beneath the church stee-
ple, , S

Emanuel AME Church is a sub-
stantial structure of stuccoed brick,
made more imposing by its elevation
on a high basement,

The structure is in the Gothic Revi-
val style, with the main structure

being a rectangle, and a square tow-

er on the southwest corner,
The church is basilican in plan,
with side aisles under pent roofed

See Page 2-B, Column 1) ‘

N Present Church Built

In 1891

imeq goy




..Church

Continued From Page 1-B

extensions of the main gable roof.

"The Gothic decorative elements
are simplified. The main deorways
are In pointed arches with traceried
lights above double doors.

A large blank pointed arch with a
cross, insel with glass brick (a 20th
century addition) and a blank bull’s
eye with a cross-shaped recess, re-
lieve the plain surface of the upper
part of the facade. :

The gable and pent roof ends are
delineated with a molded cornice

with a band of corbels. following the

_rake of the roofline A corbeiled

cornice also runs alorg the sides of
the building.

Windows are square-headed. in
pointed-arch openings with blank
tops. Buttresses range along the
sides of the building #nd are situated
on the facade and or: the corners of
the tower

The tower has four levels, the
fourth being an open cupola with
pointed arch openings. louvered, and
biind arcading belos the cornice.

"The steeple is faced with pressed
tin, simulating fisb-scale shingles.

and terminates in 2 weathervane.
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Steeplejacks raise enthu5|asm at Emanuel AME

Sine ostCoer s N6\, 2\ oo

The sixth generation of steeplejacks
steeled their tiny bodies against a chain-
link fence with eyes skyward as their
fathers and uncles took hold of the
Emanuel AME Church steeple and
pulled it atop the church at 110 Calhoun
St.

It wasn’t their first steeple watch nor
would it be the last for the youngsters
who came from Florida with the
family-operated Able Industrial Con-
tractor Inc.
~ While the storrz has meant a quick
succession of jobs as the jacks con-
quered steeples like St. Matthew’s, Sec-
ond Presbyterian and St. Philip’s, it's
been a long nine months for Emanuel
African Methodist Episcopal Church,
according to the Rev. John H. Gillison.

As he watched workers ready the
steeple for liftoff via a 70-ton crane,
Gillison said that “the spirit has already
been raised, it’s enthusiasm going up.”

While the recent repairs to the
church’s stained glass windows were an
inspiration, he said the steeple would
serve as evidence that the church was
whole again. The original steeple was
installed in 1903 where it remained un-
til Hurricane Hugo struck, slamming it
to the ground.

But there is a slight difference in the
two — the old steeple’s frame was
wooden and the new one is made of
steel. Paul Ferguson, who led the Ahle
team, said that the custom steeple is
reinforced to withstand another storm.

“If a wooden one lasted nearly 100
years, a steel one should last 300. A
storm would have to take the whole
thing off next time,” Gillison said.

The crane backed into place
alongside the church as a crowd gath-
ered on all sides of the church. Mean-
while, a church member handed out
cards for onlookers to fill out so she
could record those in attendance at the
steeple’s resurrection.

As workman hooked up the steeple on
the ground, one of the steeplejacks’
wives urged a toddler to “look at daddy”
high atop the church. Once it was lifted
skyward toward the base, the steep-
lejacks spun it into place as Ferguson
barked orders from the ground.

But the steeple is not quite complete;
there is still the handiwork to be com-
pleted along the base of the church.

Emanuel is the oldest AME church in

south and was founded in 1818 and reor-

ganized in 1865. The present building
was constructed in 1891. :

“I'm excited,” Gillison said after the
steeple was slipped into place. “Within
the next two weeks you’ll begin to see
the beauty of it,” he said. While many of
the congregation gathered for the re-
topping of the steeple, Gillison said a
formal dedication will be scheduled
later.

“It looks so bare {without the steeple)
It looks likes the queen wearing her
crown now,” he sajd.

m,’-.,, '.\

Emanuel’s new steeple is lowered'inte place.
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