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Another Corner Grocery

To Close Its Doors F nday

By CHARLES W, WARING JR.

Evenlng Post Staff Writer

eoming as scarce as the buggy
whip, will be minus one more
_ after Saturday.

Kestler's Market corner of
Society and Arson sireets, will
cease doing business afber it
¢loses that day.

“It's a sign of the times, I
guess,” said 8¢ Julian Kestler,
but “T've no regrels ahout the
time I've spent here.

. I've enjoyed all the years and
Im grateful to all my custo-
mers for their business.
“Young people don’t seem fo|sai
want any part of a small busi-
bess anymore.”

The store was founded
a cauplde of blocks away, at An-
gon and Laurens in 1930 by St.
Julian. Kestler.

HIS SON and namesake,

joined his father in 1936 af the

‘lold site.
The. old corner grocers, be-|.

The elder Kestler died in 1938
and the present owner con-
tinued af the site until 1940,
when he moved to Anson and
Society.

He - leased the building, for-
merly Von Ohsen's Bakery un-
til 1942, when he purchased it.

Kestler will become manager
of the frozen food and dairy
depariment of the Meeting
Street Piggly Wiggly.

“7'd like to rent the old store
and equipment, but so far
haveu’t found any takers,” he

THE TWO-STORY brick
building is in the heart of His-
toric Charleton Foundation’s
Ansonborough  Rehabilitation
Project.

Built in 1839 Kestler restored

the exterior in 1964, o conform

Sqm”'IShulsky‘ 5

Investor’

 Guide
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......

borhood.
Kestler has two sons, one in

works for MeGraw-Hill Publish-
ing Co. in New York. He also
has two daughters, one a senior
in college and the youngest
child, a second year student in
St.  Andrew's Junior  High
Schoeol.

The store’s specialty thmugh-
out the years has been
choice meat, butchered by
Kestler himself. His customers
come not only from the Anson-
borough area, but from
throughout the -downtown sec-
tor of the city. -

ASKED IF he had any sentl-
ment about leaving the spot, he
said, “Well it was a tough de-
cision to make but, right or
wrong, sometimes you have to
do what you think’s best for
yourself.

“The most touching thing

ladies, who are old customers,
brought me a silver bowl the
other day and wished me well.”

time in the store said she also
ed, “ . .. I've still got a full

ﬂme job at home with my 14-
year-old daughter . .. "

with restoration In the neigh- 3

the Air Force and another who

that’s happened was that two . °

Mrs. Kestler, who works part -

would miss the store, but add-

an EA  — P pe——

(Staff Photo by Swain)
St. Julian Kesller in famillar pose behind meat scales.
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brick hasement. GGardner
made his will in November
of 1321 and must have died
shortly aiterwards, as the will
was proved on March 29, 1822,

His property passed to his
wife, Mrs. Margaret Gardner.
A good many years later,
she married Capt. William
Booth, a mariner, and

‘together  “‘for their joint

maintenance and benefit” they
conveyed in trust for $5 on

Oct. 7, 1835, “seven Negro--

slaves — Fortune, Cynda,
Binah, Dick, Paity, Charlotte
and Jenny —together with
the future Issue and Increase

of the females, also a Two

destroyed by fire". The ;;rhn;e
was $2,300.

Street then built himself a
two-story brick dwelling on

the basement of the earlier

house. - According to ga
reference in a later transac-
tion, the dwelling built in- 1840

was only a single room deep, .

but about 1845, Street doubled
the size of the house by ad-
ding two rooms to the rear

on each level and extending -

the hallway through.

Affer this expansion,
Street’s residence possessed
double parlors at the east side,
Joined by broad double doors.

On the West side was a dining

W P WOF FAEINSYT

Ycur C harlesfon?k

unusual Easter lily and acan-
thus leaf design, and the
retiring room possesses terra
cotta panels hung as a frieze
showing urns, garlands and
small portrait busts.

Street sold the dwelling to
Robert: W. Hare on June 9,
1853, for $9,000. Hare died
in 1854 and the house passed
to his widow (Susan Margaret
Hare}, two daughters and one
son. It was apparently in
the post-Civil War period that
the house was extensively

rora, sne soid the ke o
Dec. 8, 1947, o Bessiegﬁgkg;
for $8,500. It Wag paxt
purchased by Euge, A
Gruber on May 2, 1958
bIn 1968, it was PUrchased
v ifs present owners,
R. Trott Jr. and Ro JOSEP,?
Armsh It is being Lagtored
as a house museum, Yt
Cobblestone  Shop ’ E " :g:
English basement ary,
is the residence of Mr. p;pne
Since purchasing the, .
Street dwelling, the prfi;:;{
owners have done eisencive
work on the exterior of the
building, includin g the
removal of several late aq.-
ditions in the form of gytside

Tenement Buildin

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Thir-
teenth in a series of articles
on recent restorations in
Ansonborough, The fourteenth
will appear next Monday.)

By W. H. J. THOMAS
Staff Reporter

The two-story residential-

commercial building now oc-
cupying the merthwest corner
of Society and Anson streets
was apparently constructed
not long after the fire of 1838
as part of a complex of
buildings. owned by Mrs.
Susan Robinson..

The tenement building was
first restored in 1964 while
used:as a grocery store, and
its second floor will now be
restgred .as a new apartment
unit e complete a renovation
project’  pursued by two
sepdrate owners over a neriod
of nearly a decade.

Long before Mrs. Robinson
became involved with the pro-
perty, this lot was owned by
one < Francis Depau and his
wife and” was oecupied by two

ding - houses:: and several
out buildings. * A plat dated
1804 shows. ~the tenement
dwellings joinefh By a common
wall with piazzas:to both east
and west but with the bailding
line being. somewhat mote to

the west tham where. the

Present building now stands.
In June of. 1804, Depau and
his . wife (Mrs. Silvie Alex-
andrien Marien Depau) sold
the double lot with its
“Tenement dwelling house of
Brick Rough Cast situate and
being at the corner of Society
and Anson Streets with a

Tenement brick kitchen and

& Tenement brick stable” to
Joseph Sanford Barker for

$4,400.
" Barker had purchased

executor of Mrs. Robinson’s
estate, for settlement, we find

several pieces of property in «a somewhat different descrip-

and near Ansonborough and
taken out " a ...substantial
mortgage on these with the
Planters’ and - Mechanics’

Bank here, By 1817, the-

mortgage -came fo  $52,800.
Barker had paid off half of
this by 1820, but. then signed
a release to the bank (to
cover for_the $26,400 still un-
paid) on the double house at
Society and Anson, a three-
story brick store on East Bay
and a double frame house on
Society. .

Barker kept the right to
regain this property if he paid
the $26,400 but apparently
never did so, as on July 15,
1823, the Planters’ and
Mechaqics’ Bank conveyed
the brick tenement and its
corner lot to William C. Dukes
and William Robinson for
$3,000. The property as con-
veyed in trust “to and for
the sole and separate use of
Susan Robinson, wife of John

tion of the brick building then

on the lot. This description -
"of the
- matches the present strue-

two-story building

ture, suggesting . that Mrs.
Robinson had it built. - )
On March 24, 1874, Meta
Katherine Kiep and John P,
Kiep sold the building to
Clementine Bernard for
$4,500, Mrs. Bernard, a
woman with many real estate
holdings, must ~have died
within the year of this
purchase, because on May 31,

DoYouKnow
Your Charleston?)

(1875, Louis D. DeSaussure and
Augustine T. Smythe, acting
as her executors, sold the
property to George Von Ohsen
for $3,500.

Von Ohsen

operated a

Robinson, during her natural “hakery here from this time

life”. The property would re-
main in her name for 40
years. , :

It appears that the houses,
kitchen buildings and stables
burned in the fire which cut
along Society Street in the late
1830s; ag none of the buildings
remaining today appear to
matchup -~ with those on the
plat of 1804, these being
described in detail with each
conveyance up throudh the
purchase for Mrs. Robinson."

When the lot was. then sold
on April 5 1870, by Sheriff
E. W. M. Mackey to J.
H. Kiep, following a complaint
filed by Stephen T. Robinson,

=

into the 20th century After
his death, it.was sold (Nov.
29, 1927) at public auction for
$5,500 to Julius E. Schroeder’
as agent for the Atlantic Say-
ings Bank of

, Store to St. Julian Kestler,
who in turn purchased the
building on July 20, 1943.
With the restoration efforts
In Ansonborough, Kestler set
about restoring his store
building with its upstairs

. g

Charleston. _
Some len years later—on Oet, ~

- 12, 1937—it was sold to Lillian,

; Ruth Claussen for $3,000," . W

John L. McFadyen next -

; purchased the building in 1920

i and leased it as 3 grocery -

apartment. At that time, the
store had an entrance on both
Anson and Society, a number
of produce signs painted on
the exterior walls and several
plate glass windows to display
goods.

Drawing his own plans with
assistance by the Historic
Charleston Foundation, Kest-
ler made a quite com-
plete renovation. Al of
the exterior was repaired and
repainted, the Anson Street
door was filled in, shutters,
were added to al] the windows
to add to the period appeal.
The two display windows
were replaced by 35-light and
42-light windows in stale with
the  nine-light . double-hung

sashes of the ofiginal windows

and a small-scale hood was
placed above the entrance
door. i :
Kestler maintained his store
in the building until Sep-
tember of 1966 when he
retired as an independent
merchant after 26 years on
the same corner. The
building was leased as a
florist, and then on Sept. 2,
1969, it was purchased from
%est]er by William McIntosh
L.

The former store portion of
the building is now. used by
the Malatosh Travel Agency.
The..west, side of the doub
house. ‘onv..the. enfrance level
has been renovated,..leaving
the original squared-off frame
mantles, and the hallway and
four large rooms of the se-
cond story have been stripped
down to framing timbers and
brick chimneys, Plans call
for the restoration of this upe
per story as a single apart.
ment.

i@l atUilvid v, ubi!]g vy
Doric  piiasters after the
design of the piazza columns
and tor-ins it with an en-
tablature which repeats the
denticulated cornice and the
cyma reversa molding of the
two piazza levels, The
handsome double doors and
the sanded-glass transom
were brought from 16 Logan,
a dwelling demolished last
year,

Plans for the interior re-
quire the removal of many
of the Victorian featuras such
as flat piece chair rails, the
paper dados and unnecessary
partitions to achieve once

again the appearance the.

dwelling had in the 1340s,

g Was First Restored
| H@w’ 28/70

e e g g,wm
§ ¥

i - 36 SOCIETY CONSTRUCTED ABOUT 1840 L
- Dwelling built for well-to-do- commission merchant, (Staff Photo by Swa

LI E

uop

48 SOCIETY WAS BUILT SOON AFTER 1838
Building now home of travel agency. (Staff Photo by Swain)
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