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| picked up this photo for the archives.
It is obviously St. Michael’s so nothing special about that really.

But it is old.

There is another photo taken at nearly the same spot with the same view in 1865. That photo shows
the devastation of bombing from the Civil War. The photo is at the Library of Congress:
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Notice that in the LOC photo you can see the same odd white spot on the base of the steeple. That
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has been pointed to as evidence that the steeple was painted black in the Civil War to make it harder
to see as a target for Federal forces. (I have never understood why that would be a good idea, but it
is repeated often.) And, that same spot appears in the attached photo.

But there is no sign of damage. So, was the attached photo before the damage was inflicted or after
a clean up? Probably after. Notice that there are TWO trees on the sidewalk ahead of the
photographer in the LOC pic but only ONE in the attached image.

There is also an aerial view taken from St. Michael’s looking north in 1892. It shows the building on
the extreme right of the attached photo with stucco, but the attached photo shows it without
stucco.

So the attached photo must be 1865-1892. | would err on the early end of that spectrum since St.
Michael’s had not been repainted yet. Late 1860s? 1870s?

| don’t know.

It’s not a great image since the view is kind of generic, but | got it anyway just because any photo
that is 130 years old is worth having!

Kevin

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed
and may contain confidential and/or legally privileged material. Any review, re-transmission,
dissemination or other use of this information, directly or indirectly, by persons or entities
other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient please
contact the sender and delete the material from all computers in which it resides. Internet
communications cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free as information could be
intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late, incomplete, or contain viruses. Therefore,
we do not accept responsibility for any errors or omissions that are present in this message, or
any attachment, that have arisen as a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is required,
please request a hard-copy version or contact us by phone. Any views or opinions presented
are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of the Charleston School
of Law.



