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Introduction 

The Information in this paper Is the result of a semester's worth of research done on 

the property located at 15 Wentworth Street ln Charleston, South Carolina. The goal and 

purpose of the paper is to provide historical information about the property itself, and how 

its history relates to the social, political, architectural, and general history of Charleston and 

South Carolina. It seeks to show the significance and impact of previous occupants as well 

as outside forces such as war, natural disasters, and public policy. Additionally, important 

architectural features of the building will be documented. 

This is by no means a complete history of 15 Wentworth Street. Research was 

compiled between the months of September and November 2008 for a Research Methods 

class taught by Katherine Saunders of Historic Charleston foundation, an adjunct professor 

for the College of Charleston/Clemson University graduate program in Historic Preservation. 

Hopefully, the information provided in this paper will be of some use to those who wish to do 

their own research on 15 Wentworth Street, Anson borough, the city of Charleston, and the 

state of South Carolina. 
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Geographical Orientation and Physical Description 

Wentworth Street is located on the southeast portion of the Charleston peninsula in 

South Carolina. The property, known as the Myers House, is located at 15 Wentworth Street 

and is situated on the south side of the road near East Bay Street [see Appendix, Figure 1]. 

Wentworth Street was originally known as Trott Street, and the house was also often listed 

as 13 Wentworth Street until around 1900. The Myers House Is a three-story exposed brick 

building with a Flemish bond faqade and three-and-one English bond on the south, east, and 

west elevations. The dimensions of the property are thirty-six feet wide facing Wentworth Street 

and one hundred and thirty feet deep on the east side. The dimensions of the lot have changed 

minimally over the years. 

The exterior walls of the house are brick masonry. The exterior bricks of the west 

elevation are painted white. Records do not show exactly when the bricks were painted, but 

a letter found in a vertical file for the property suggests that lt might have been done ca. 

1965 as a result of Historic Charleston Foundation's Anson borough Rehabilitation Project.1 

The windows are six over six double--hung sash with operable wood exterior shutters [see 

Appendix, Figure 2-6]. 

Wentworth Street is part of what Js known as Ansontiorough, Charleston's first suburb, 

formerly called "Bowling Green."i This area now includes the original Anson borough as well as 

"the suburbs of Rhettsbury, Laurens Square, and Gadsden·s Middlesex ..• plus the blocks 

' Letter to Mrs. S. Henry Odmunds of Historic Charleston Foundation from T.C. Edwards (General Contractor) about 
15 Wentworth Street renovations. c. November 8, 1965, from property flies accessed at the f!istoric Charleston 
Foundation Archives, Charleston, S.C. 
' Jonathan Poston, The Buikiing> of Charleston; A Guide to the City'> Architecture (Columbia, S.C.: UniYers<ty of 
South carolina Press, 1997), 411. 

' 



between Meeting and King Streets."8 Wentworth Street, along with Hasell and Pinckney 

Streets, could be found originally In Rhettsbury, which was divided from Colonel WilHam 

Rhett's former plantation in 1767. 4 Henry Laurens, a Charleston merchant and rice planter, 

as well as a delegate and president of the Continental Congress, was one of the most 

prominent families living north of Anson borough. 5 The marsh lot on which 15 Wentworth 

Street Is now located was bounded on the north by the marsh lot of Henry Laurens.s 

'Jonathan Poston, The Buildings of Ch<rrlestcn, 411. 
4 Poston, The BuUdings cf Charleston, 413. 
' Biographical Directory of the United Stales Congress, "Laurens, HenfY, (1724-1792)." 
http :/ /bi<>gu i de.congress.gov I suipts/biodls.play. pl?i ndex~l000121, accessed 12 November 2008. 
' Charleston County, Records of the Resister Mesne Conveyance (RMC), Charleston, S.C. Deed Sook B8, p. 47. 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Edward and Sarah Eliza Winslow, James H, Ancrum, and the "undMded marsh lot" 

In 1809, a Marriaga and Schedule Settlement between the newly married Edward 

and Sarah Eliza Beery Winslow and James H. Ancrum established the Joint ownership of an 

"undivided marsh lot" near East Bay Street.7 To those livfng on the sea coast of South 

Carolina, salt and fresh water marshes were considered to be Just as important as owning a 

field or pond In the Upcountry. Between 1670 and 1965, South Carolina marsh land was 

"granted, held, and conveyed as real property,· and plats were an essential component to 

the granting system [see Appendix, Figure 7, 8, and 9]. Once a prospective buyer applied to 

the Land Granting Officials, the land was surveyed and a plat was created to specffy the 

dimensions of the marsh. Surveyors would often mark notches in trees to signify the lot's 

boundaries.8 

After paying the sum often shillings to the Wlnslows, Ancrum received one half of all 

the real estate Sarah E!l:ra was entitled to before her marriage to Edward. However, even 

though the marsh lot was granted to Ancrum, the settlement states that the land was to be 

used by him only during Sarah Eliza's lifetime, and upon her death, she retained the right to 

decide who would inherit the property [see Appendix, Figure 10].~ While there was no 

evidence found that stated the exact relationship between Sarah Eliza and James Ancrum, it 

rs possible that Ancrum might have been her father or some other close relation to have the 

opportunity to use the land at such a !ow cost. 

'RMC, Charleston, s.c. Deed Sook es, p. 47. 
'Agnes Leland Baldwin, Mars~ Granting Pr<1ctires In South carollna (S~mmervllle, s.c.; The Committee for 
Preservation cl Prl11ately-Owned Marshland>, 1976), 1, 3, and 8. 
'RMC, Charleston, S.C. Deed Sook 8$, p. 47. 
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Edward Winslow was a Charleston merchant by trade, and his business was 

associated with the wharves down by the bay.10 He owned a series of two-story brick row 

houses directly to the east of 15 Wentworth Street. Very little is known about the use of the 

houses, but there is a plat surveyed by Robert Pinckney in 1841 wh!ch shows the divided 

lots of the row houses known as "Winslow Row" [see Appendix, Figure 11 and 121.11 

Sarah Eliza's union with Edward Winslow was her third marriage. Because the 

property was included in her inheritance prior to this marriage, future ownership of the 

property was hers to decide. However, when Edward petitioned the Court of Equity for the 

District of Charleston after Sarah Eiiis's death around 1837, the Master in Equity James W. 

Gray decided to sell the property in a public auction.12 The property was sold to catharine 

Anne McKay for one thousand dollars.13 This deed states that the lot is located on a plat by 

Joseph Purcell in the survey of 1799 by the number fifty-three, but all searches for this plat 

were unsuccessful. 

Female ownership of land was not unheard of in early America, especially in the 

South. In Land of Their Own: Land Grants to Women In the Lower Colonial South, Lee Ann 

Caldwell Swann references Laurel Thatcher Ulrlch who concluded that "Southern women 

operated .•. with even greater autonomy." SWann goes on to say that married women, or 

feme covert, had a greater ability to protect the property from previous marriages "through 

the pre-marriage agreement, a development that legal historian Richard Morris attributed to 

''James Hagy, ed., Directories [or the City of Charleston, South Cnrolina: for the years; 1830-31, 1835"36, 1836, 
1837-38, and !840-41 ~Baltimore, M.D.: Gene~laglcal Publishing Co., Inc., 1997), 30, South Carolina Room, 
Charle•lon county Public library, Charlesl/Jn, S.C. 
11 Robert Pinckney, Plat of "Winslow Row," McCrady Plat Collection, Charleston, S.C. Plat no. 07195, original 1841, 
[microfilm), Soutti Carolina Room, Charleston county Public Library. 
12 RMC, Charleston, S.C, Oeed Book 88, p. 47. 
1' RMC, Charleston, S.C, Deed BookW11, p. 145. 
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Protestantism, which viewed marriage more as a legal contract."14 It is apparent that the 

land on Wentworth Street was the sole property of Sarah Eliza as it was unavailable to 

Edward after her death. 

14 Lee Anri Caldwell Swann, Land of Their own: Land Gron ts to Women In rhe lower Colon/a/ South (Ann Arbor, 
M.I.: University Microfilms International, 1986), 5. 
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The Fire of 1838 

According to deed research, the Myers House was constructed sometime during the 

ownership of Charles A. Scanlan who was a ship smith.m Scanlan bought the house from 

William A. Berry in 1848 for one thousand two hundred dollars and sold it to John S. Bfggs 

for six thousand dollars In 1852. The deed of the 1852 conveyance is the first time a 

'three-story brick buildJng· is referenced.16 Because the house was not built till sometime 

after 1848, It did not suffer any damages as a result of the fire of 1838 which ravaged much 

of the Anson borough neighborhood. 

However, according to a map that shows the extent of damage in Anson borough after 

the fire, there was a building on the property that is shaped much like the existing Myers 

House [see Appendix, Figure 13].17 This evidence should not be considered definitive proof 

of an earlier building. but it is possible that there was a building on the property during the 

ownership of Sarah Eliza and Edward Winslow. When Catharine Ann McKay purchased the 

property in 1841, the deed still referred to the property as a "lot" without mention of any 

buildings.ti! Sarah Eliza's death around 1837, and the subsequent fire of 1838 which could 

have resulted in damage to the house, might have been two factors that led to the selling of 

the property. No further information on the first building was found while researching this 

property and further research would need to be done to prove the existence of a previous 

building. 

''James H•gy, ed., Direeturks for the City of Charleston, South carol/na [or the yeqrs: 1849, 1852, and 1855 
(Baltimore, M,D.: Geneak>g\oal Publishing Co., Inc., 1998), 38, South carolina Room, Charleston County Public 
Library, Charleston, $.C. 
1• RMC, Charleston, S.C. Deed Book $12, p, 351 and 352. 
'' Ansonborough Fire of 1838 map, date unknown, From property files accessed al the Historic Charleston 
Foundation Archive, Charleston, S.C. 
"RMC, Charleston, S.C. Deed Book Wll, p. 145. 
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In centuries past, many cH:les have had to deal with the destructive threat of fire. 'On 

April 24, 1838, a fire broke out at King and Beresford (Fulton) Streets, spreading to the 

northeast and proving to be 'the largest and most distressing fire' in the city to that date. •ts 

The fire was devastating to the city of Charleston, destroying seven hundred acres of land 

including many historic homes,20 There had been a law from the eighteenth century that 

mandated brick as the only approved building material, but the law had been mostly 

ignored,2l Home owners were able to receive loans from the state of South Carolina in order 

to rebuild their residences. Understandably, the state only offered loans under the condition 

that the new residences must be built out of brick to avoid another ruinous flre.22 

Even though the house currently located on the property did not suffer from fire 

damage, H: is worth mentioning because its construction coincides with the building boom 

that occurred after the fire of 1838. Another mentionable detail is that the building is 

constructed with brick, which proves that city and state officials did not want to take any 

chances with the threat of another fire. The architectural ramifications of the fire of 1838 

were significant to all of Charleston. 

'' Poston, The Bl.ii/dings of ChCirleston, 412. 
'0 Jane H. Pease and Wiiiiam H. Pease, 'The Blood Thirsty Tiger' Charleston aod the p•yci'>ology of fire." South 
Cam/Ina Hlstorlrol Magazine, Octobe< 1918, 281, From vertical files locate<! at the South Carolina Room, 
Charleston County Public Ubrary, Charles1on, s.c. 
'' Pease, "The Blood Thirsty Tiger,"-South Caro!Jna H/s.torlui/ Magazine, 28.4. 
'' Poston, The Bulldl(l{JS of Charleston, 412. 

' 



The MyerI; House - Reverend EdW<lrd H. Myers and South Carolina Methodism 

John S. Biggs sold the property to Leonard Chapin, a carriage manufacturer, on 

March 18, 1853 after only one year of ownership. 23 Chapin then sold the property to 

Reverend Edward H. Myers for eight thousand dollars on September 18, 1853.24 

Presumably, Edward H. Myers Is where the 'Myers House" gets its name. However, it is 

interesting to note that a plaque placed on the house by Historic Charleston Foundation 

after the house was purchased under the Anson borough Rehabilitation Project In 1965 Hsts 

the house as the 'Christopher Myers House" (see Appendix, Figure 14). No evidence was 

found during the research of this project, specifically in the chain of title, which made 

reference to a "Christopher Myers" or any other person with the name 'Christopher." The 

author assumes that the house's name has some connection to Edward H. Myers. 

According to the Charleston City Directories for 1859 and 1860, Reverend Edward H. 

Myers, who lived from 1816 to 1876, was an agent at the Methodist Publishing House, 

which was located at 18 and 19 Hayne Street, and was editor of the Southern Christian 

Advocate for seventeen years (see Appendix, Figure 15).25 The Southam Christian Advocate 

was the newspaper of the South Carolina Conference of the Methodist Church. In History of 

South Carolina Methodism, Reverend Albert Deems Betts Includes an excerpt from an 1836 

paper which states that the newspaper was created to be the Charleston equivalent to the 

Christian AdvOGate and Journal (of New York) and the Western Christian Advocate (of 

''James Hagy, ed., Din:ctories for the City of Charleston, South Q:Jro/inu, fvr the Y"""' 1849, 1852, and 11155 
(Baltlm0<e, M.O.; Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 1998), 122, South Carolina Room, Charleston County Public 
library, Charleston, S.C. 
'' RMC, Charleston, s.c. Deed Books N12, p. 1S9and 190; ond Fl4, p. 118. 
''James Hag'/, ed., On W Eve of the C/\11/ War; The Charleston, South cYJrolinu Din:ctories for the years 1859 and 
1860 (with addltloool lnjvrmatlon from the dt)I census of 1861) (Baltimore, M.0.; Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 
2000), 54 and 140, South carolina Room, Charleoton County Public Library, Charleston, S.C. 

' 



Cincinnati) "on the ground of its being necessary to an equal distribution of the benefits of 

the Church's press to all parts of her communion, and especially in view of the peculiar 

political aspects of the times."26 The leaders of the General Conference of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church realized that the fifty thousand Methodists living In the Charleston 

readership area were an untapped resource. These leaders wanted the Southern Christian 

Advocate to be "zealously del!Oted to the promotion of good mora~ and religion,• as well as 

an effective medium with which to spread their social and political views to all members of 

the church.21 

Reverend Myers lived at 15 Wentworth Street from 1853 to 1864, which was a very 

interesting time in United States history. Southern Christians, including the Methodist 

Church, supported the Confederate desire to uphold slavery and secede from the Union 

during the Civil War. In his chapter that focuses on the Civil War, what he calls the 

"Confederate War," Reverend Betts states that the war was more of a "manful struggle for 

state' rights, or local autonomy" rather than a rebellion. Throughout this chapter, he talks 

about different sessions of the South Carolina Conference during the war, and what the 

thoughts and feelings were of the attending delegates. Whether passing prayerful 

resolutions to support a Confederate victory, or rationalizing the presumed loyalties of the 

slaves, the delegates upheld their belief that slavery was supported by Biblical scripture and 

the South deserved the right to govern themselves.m 

Many Southern slave owners assumed their slaves would be loyal to them even when 

offered freedom by Union forces. According to Eugene D. Genovese, Southern Christians 

,. Reverend Albert Oeems Betts, History of South Ct1rollna Methodism (O:.lumbia, S.C.: The Advocate Press, 1952), 

~' 
'' Betts, History of South Coro/Ina Methodism, 432. 
,. Bet!&, HJ<ti:>ry of South Caro/1110 Methodism, 305. 
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believed that slavery was supported by the scriptures, but Southern slavery was in need of 

reform. Masters were encouraged to help bring their slaves to Christ In an effort to create a 

form of slavery that wollld be more acceptable.~s 

Even though a number of Southern slave owners most likety had slaves who 

remained loyal to them on some level, by November 1, 1865 (six months after the end of 

the war) the eightieth South Carolina Conference noted a small gain in white membership to 

the church, but a loss of over "16,000 colored members:ao It is evident that the church's 

mission efforts in the slave community may not have been strong enough when faced with 

the opportunity of freedom from forced servitude. The South Carolina Conference conceded 

rule to the North after the war's end as a result of the South's failure to provide Justice to its 

slaves, but they still believed that slavery had been ordained by God for a certain place and 

tlme.a1 

As was stated earlier, Reverend Myers was living In Charleston working as editor of 

the Southern Christian Advocate untll 1864. Issue publlcation of the Southern Christian 

Advocate moves to Augusta, Georgia in April 1862, and again in 1865 to Macon, Georgia.a2 

Reverend Betts's records mention that Reverend Myers is still the editor in 1865, so it Is 

possible that he left Charleston after selling his home at 15 Wentworth Street to continue 

his work with the Southern Christian Advocate in Macon, Reverend Myers's work and 

presence in Charleston during such turbulent times in Americs's history earn him 

recognition as one of 15 Wentworth Street's most notable residents. 

'' Eugene 0, Genovese, A Consuming Fire: The Fall of the Confederacy In the Mind of the White Christion South 
(Athens, G.A.: The University Qf Goorgla Press, 1998), S. 
"' Betts, History of South Coral/no Methodism, 310. 
''Genovese, A Consuming Fire, 101, 
'' Betts, Hist-Ory of South Carolina Methodism, 312. 

" 



A Charleston Tradition - Maurice J. Lynch 

After four more conveyances of the property between 1864 and 1884, the house at 

15 Wentworth Street was sold by Leopold Weiskopf to Maurice J. Lynch and his sfster Miss 

Nora J. Lynch for four thousand eight hundred dollars.33 PG stated in the Charleston City 

Directory of 1884, Maurice J. Lynch is listed as the owner of a "saloon" on Anson Street on 

the northwest corner of Pinckney Street.34 Today, a twcrstory, cream-colored painted br1ck 

and stucco bulld!ng sits on the northwest corner of Anson and Pinckney streets. The 

building's address is 30 Pinckney Street and currently holds a bathroom design shop on the 

first floor and residences on the second [see Appendix, Figure 18]. 

Acoording to Sanborn F!re Insurance maps from 1884 and 1888, this lot was a 

vacant cotton yard during these years [see Appendix, Figure 19]. Other bl!i!dings and 

structures at this intersection include a blacksmith and grocery store. The Palmetto Brewery 

does show up on the 1888 Sanborn map, but there Is no saloon to be found around the 

corl'ler of Al'lson and Pinckl'ley streets.35 !t would be Interesting to know if the city directory's 

Information was entirely correct. Very little is known about Lynch's saloon because of the 

lack of a specific address or business name, and what iS known is inconclusive, but there is 

information available on the related topics of the early taverns, coffee houses, and 

breweries of Charleston. 

The late Charleston historian Samuel Gaillard Stoney was quoted in a 1971 article 

for Preservation Progress saying: 

"RMC, Charle<ton, S.C. Deed BookB20, p. 127. 
"'Charleston Qty Djrectory, 1882·1884 [microfilm], South carollna Room, Charleston County Public Library, 
Charleston, S.C. 
"Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Pinckney Street, Charleston, S.C., May 1884 and June 1888, 
http://www.sc.edu/library/dlgital/oollectlons/sanborn.html [acoe<sed November 1.S, 2008]. 
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'The people of Charleston lived it up. They wined and they dined, they wenched and 
they dueled, they raced horses and pulled geese, they fought cocks and they tilted 
and they were quite a different breed from that rather dull bunch of bluenoses who 
settled in the back. country."116 

In the eighteenth century, a tavern was considered an establishment that served multiple 

purposes. As expected, the men of Charleston would come to taverns to take their leisure 

either drinking or reading, but they also conducted business and held public meetings there. 

The popularity of traditional English taverns began to wan by the end of the eighteenth 

century to be replaced with the French coffee house. Tavern owners did not warm to the 

idea of the coffee house, and claimed that coffee was bad for a man's health.a' 

Charleston has been brewing beer in the city since before the Revolutionary War. "In 

the mld-1800s, Claussen Brewing co. operated out of buildings that occupied a block 

bordered by Hayne, Anson, Church, Guignard and Pinckney streets. By the 1880s, Palmetto 

Brewing CO. succeeded Claussen."38 The Old Palmetto Brewery building, located at 12 

Anson Street, is no longer there, but it Is the current site of the Anson Restaurant [see 

Appendix, Figures 20 and 21]. It is Interesting to note that the Sanborn map of 1888 shows 

the location of the brewery building to be at the corner of Anson and Pinckney streets, and 

not at 12 Anson street.39 Reasons forth is discrepancy are not known. Even though the 

exact address of Lynch's saloon is unknown, it is possible that it was located near the block 

"'John G. le~nd, 'Early Ta\lefns In Charleston," Prese(1J(Jf/on Progress 16, no. 311971), From V<!rtlcal flies located 
at the South Carolina Room, Charleston C.OUnty Public Library, Charleston, 5.C. 
'' W. H. J, Thomas, "TaV<lm had an active •ole In life of old Charleston," The Pvst and Courier, March 10, 1969, 
From vertlti11 ftles located at the South Carolin~ Room, Charleston County Publi~ Libra!'/, Charleston, s.c. 
'" Adam Ferrell, "Local breweries tap Into history of Charleston beermaklng," The Post and Courier, July 31, 2003, 
From vertical files located at the South Carolina Room, Charleston C.Ountv Pu~lc Library, Charleston, S.C. 
"' Sant>orn Fire Insurance Maps, Pinckney Street, Charleston, S.C., May 1884 and June 1888, 
http://www.sc.edu/llbrary/dlgltal/collections/sanborn.html [accessed November 18, 2008]. 



occupied by the Palmetto Brewing company. Lynch's connection with the Charleston tavern 

and brewery tradition adds color and personality to the history of 15 Wentworth Street. 



The Earthquake of 1886 

Around 9:50 p.m. on August 31, 1886, an earthquake shook the city of Charleston in 

a series of damaging tremors. Barely half of the city's buildings escaped injuiy, resulting In 

between five and six million dollars worth In damage to real estate and two million dollars for 

repairs. Buildings that were organized in rows, such as on King Street, fared better during 

the quake because the neighboring buildings provided support.40 The Palmetto brewery 

survived the earthquake, and even offered an 'Earthquake Beer" ln the aftermath.41 

The three-story brick house at 15 Wentworth suffered considerable damages as a 

result of the earthquake. According to a money voucher for work done after the earthquake 

of 1886, the house sustained ex:tensive damages and received one thousand dollars from 

the city for building repairs [see Appendix, Figure 22].42 A survey of damages around the city 

compiled by engineers after the earthquake stated that the north elevation walls were 

cracked and the gable end and chimneys had fallen down. A total of three hundred and 

seventy~ight damages were recorded [see Appendix, Figure 23].43 

"" City Yearbook 1886 City of Charleston, South carolina (Charleston; Walker, £vans, and Cogswell Compan'/, 1886), 
102, 25, and 417. 
'' Ferrell, "Local breweries tap Into history of Charleston beermaklng," T/le Po•r and Courjer, July 31, 2003. 
'' Earlhquake Voucher for 13 Wentworth Street, c. 1886, from vertical flies accessed at the South carolina Room, 
Charle5ton County Public Library, Charleston, S.C. 
'' Materials an the Charle~ton Earthquake of 1886, p. S.S, [m1crofllm), From the South carolloa Room, Charleston 
Coonty Public Library, Charleston, S.C. 



The Ansonborough Rehabilftation Project 

Historic Charleston Foundation (HCF) began its Anson borough Rehabilitation Project 

in 1959. Prior to this date, the neighborhood surrounding 15 Wentworth Street had 

increasingly depreciated as many of the buildings were transformed into tenement housing. 

John F. Rafferty, whose family lived at 15 Wentworth Street from 1900 to 1946, was the last 

owner to live in the house as a single family residence.44 The Myers House eventually 

became a single family dwell Ing once more, and has been gradually restored by subsequent 

owners.45 

Af; a result of the Anson borough Rehabilitation Project, many of the houses 

purchased by HCF were placed under restrictive covenants when they were sold to new 

owners. The Myers House was purchased by HCF in 1965 for fourteen thousand three 

hundred and ten dollars, and was placed under a restrictive covenant when William Polk 

Cheshire purchased the house from HCF in 1966 for twenty-two thousand three hundred 

and eighty dollars. The covenant places stipulations on any alterations with respect to the 

exterior of the building. and requires that the owners consult HCF if they wish to sell the 

property. The covenant is effective for seventy-five years after the date in which the building 

was initially purchased from HCF [see Appendix, figure 25).46 

Some of the changes made to the building during the ownership of HCF were deta!led 

in a November 8, 1965 letter to HCF from general contractor T.C. Edwards [see Appendix, 

Figure 26]: 

""RMC, Charleston, S.C. Deed i:iooks 023, p. 94; and J44, p. 584. 
"' Background Information on 15 Wentworth Street, Unpublished Manu.ctipt, c. 1981, from property files 
ae<:a5'ed at the Historic Charleston Arch"-'e, Charleston, S.C . 
.. Restrictive Covenants. Unpublished manuscript, date unknown, from property files accessed at the Historic 
Charleston Archive, Charleston, S.C. 

" 



"Remove steps from 2"" to 3rd floor and floor over stairwell to 3rd floor. Remove room 
on 1"' floor porch & restore porch to match existing 1"" floor porch. 
Remove addition on south end of 1"" floor porch & install round wood co!umns under 
2nd floor porch & room. 
Remove addition on second floor rear beyond gutter spout and weatherboard back 
end section. 
Tear down garage. 
Paint new work two {2) coats. 

Total Cost of Worll to be Performed ... 
One Thousand Forty Five and 00/100 ..•. $1,045.00"47 

The Anson borough Rehabilitation Project was very influential in reviving downtown 

Charleston. The Myers House's presence in Anson borough places It among the other 

significant buildings in the Charleston historic district. 

'' Letter to lilstoric Charleston Foundation from T.C. Edwards (Generol Contractor) regarding estimated costs for 
renovations done to 15 Wentworth Street, c. November 8, 1965, From property files accessed at the Historic 
Charleston Archive, Charleston, S.C. 



1983 Renovations - William and Tomi Youngblood 

In 1978, William and Tomi Youngblood bought 15 Wentworth Street from Shirley M. 

Gibson for seventy"two thousand five hundred and forty-five dollars and fifty.-five cents. By 

1983, they began renovations to their home hiring Herbert A. De Costa, a prominent African 

American general contractor In Charleston. A letter to De Costa from Willlam Youngblood in 

1983 explains the various alterations to be made to the property: " 

1. Painting and repair of the tin roof. 
2. Replacement of gutters and drains. 
3. Repolnting the brick on the east wall and facade. 
4. Replacing window sashes where rotted. 
5. Installation of storm windows and doors. 
6. Scraping and painting of porches and other exterior woodwork. 
7. Removing on interior wall between the kitchen and breakfast room, if 

possible. 
8. Finishing off a first fioor work room and installation of a bathroom. •48 

In addition to this work, the Youngbloods also decided to remodel their existing kitchen [see 

Appendix, Figure 28]. This work involved removing current cabinets and installJng new ones, 

repairing sheetrock, installing plastic laminate countertops and all new kitchen appliances. 

Existing electrical wiring was adjusted to flt the city electrical code, and there were extensive 

repairs done to the piazzas and other exterior woodwork. According to the final b!lling for 

the entire project, total renovations cost thirty-four thousand one hundred and seven dollars 

[see Appendix, Figure 29].49 The Youngbloods sold the house to Lawrence f. and Linda Q. 

Jones in 1986 for two hundred and twenty..five thousand dollars.oo 

48 Letter to Herbert A. 0.. Costa from Wiiiiam Voungbkiod reg•rdlnR 15 Wentworth street renovations, c. March 
22, 1983, From De OJsta property ftles accessed at the Avery Research Center Archive, Charleston, S.C. 
49 letter to Wiiiiam Youngblood lfom Randolph F. Mart< representing the De Costa Company, c. Ap~I 8, 1983: and 
Flnal Bllllne sheet for the 1983 Myers House renovation project, c. February 4, 1984, From De Cost• proi>ertv files 
accessed at the Avery Researth Center Archive, Charleston, s.c. 
"'AMC, Charleston, s.c. Deed Book U152, p, 170. 



Distinctive Exterior Architecture 

The Myers House is significant for not only its history, but also Its architecture. It is a 

fine example of the traditional Charleston single house. The masonry used in its 

construction [s a local brick especially prominent in the city of Charleston's historic district. 

The house is typical of the Greek revival style townhouses thetwere built In Anson borough 

after the great fire of 1838 destroyed much of the neighbortiood. 

The decorative wrought ironwork found in the gates In front of the north elevation is 

also significant. The ironwork was instal!ed during the ownership of John f". Rafferty in the 

first half of the twentieth century [see Appendix, Figure 30].S1 Decorative ironwork is 

considered to be one of the best expressions of Charleston art, architecture, and culture. 

51 Interior and exterior details of 15 Wentworth Street, Unpublished Manuscript, c. 1981, From propert\I files 
ac.cessed at the Hlstorl~ Cha~eston Founda~on Archive, Charleston, S.C. 
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Changes Over Time 

Historic maps, such as the sanborn Fire Insurance maps, show several changes to 

Myers House property. In 1884, the piazza spans the entire length of the west elevation and 

was at least one story. The northern portion of the house is three stories while the southern 

portion of the house ls only two stories. The northern portion has windows on the first and 

second stories, and the southern portion has windows on the first story. The one-story 

dependency, a shed, Is located on the southwest side of the lot. By 1888, the piazza has 

become three stories tall. Windows have been added to the second and third stories on the 

east elevation as well as the first and second stories on the west elevation. 62 

In 1902, the piazza was removed from the southern portion of the house, and the 

one-story shed dependency was removed from the property. By 1944, a two-story piazza 

has been re-built on the southwest elevation, and a one-story three-car garage was built in 

the southeast corner of the lot. According to the letter from T. C. Edwards in 1965, the 

garage was torn down during the Anson borough Rehabilitation Project.53 The Sanborn maps 

are listed Jn chronological order in the Appendix. Figures 31 through 34.54 

''Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Wentw<Jrth Street, Charleston, S,C., May 1884, June 1888, 
http:/ /www.sc.edu/llbr•ry/digital/collectlons/sanborn.html [accessed November 16, 2008), 
'' Lener lo Historic Charl.,.ton Foundation from T.C. Edwards (General ContractOf), c. November 8, 1965, From 
property files accessed at th<> Historic Charleston Archive, Charlesl:On, 5.C. 
"'sanbOfn Fire Insurance Maps, Wentworth Street, Charleston, S.C, 1902 and 1944, 
http://WWW.ccpl.org/content asp ?name=Site&catl o~ 10222&parentlD"540G [ aa:essed September 3, 2008] . 



Significance 

The history and architecture of the Myers house may not be as exc!ting or grand as 

other buildings in Charleston, but it is ideal in its slmpllcJty. Its solid and resilient 

con$1ruction mirrors the real, everyday people who lived the house througtiout the years. 

The three-story brick building at 15 Wentworth Street is noteworthy for many things, but 

most of all for its faithful representation of Charleston"s unique culture. Charleston's 

historic district is full of smaller neighborhoods with buildings that have a story to tell, and all 

of these stories combine to create Charleston's distinctive narrative. 

" 
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FIGURE 1 

"Charleston Historic District," Map, c. 1986, South Carolina 
Department of Archives and History, 
http://www.state.sc.us/scdah/hpchashistdist.htm [accessed on 
November 16, 2008]. 
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FIGURE 2 

Photograph taken of 15 Wentworth Street, Charleston, S.C., north and 
west elevation, by author November 2008. 
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FIGURE3 

Photograph of 15 Wentworth Street, Charleston, S.C., west elevation, 

taken by author September 2008. 
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FIGURE4 

Photograph of 15 Wentworth Street, Charleston, S.C., north elevation, 

taken by author September 2008. 
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FIGURE 5 

Photograph taken of 15 Wentworth Street, Charleston, S.C., east 
e levation, by author September 2008. 
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FIGURE 6 

Photograph of 15 Wentworth Street, Charleston, S.C., date 

unknown, From property files accessed at the Historic Charleston 

Foundation Archive. Charleston, S.C. 
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FIGURE 7 

\ 

This sketch plan of Charleston shows the lines of original marsh 
grants on the peninsula c. 1680. 

' 

From the South Carolina Historic Magazine, 1918 Vol. XIX p. 1, referenced In 
Marsh Granting Practices in South Carolina by Agnes Leland Baldwin 
(Summerville, S.C.: The Committee for Preservation of Privately-Owned 
Marshlands, 1976), 7. 



FIGURE 8 
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The plat represents the ownership of land by letters and colors (in the original). 
John Ancrum's land is represented by the letter "B" and the color yellow. 
William Rigby Naylor, Plat of John Ancrum's land, M ccrady Plat Collection, Charleston, S.C. 
Plat no. 03614, 1773, [micro film), South Carolina Room, Charleston County Public library. 
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FIGURE 9 
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The red arrow is pointing to the lot on Wentworth Street where the Myers House is 
now situated. 
Plat of Wentworth Street, no. 3606, date unknown, From property files accessed at the 
Historic Charleston Foundation Archive, Charleston, S.C. 
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FIGURE 10 I 
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I FIGURE 11 

·~ 

"Winslow Rown consisted of six or seven two-story brick row houses 
owned by Edward Winslow that are situated directly to the east of 15 
Wentworth Street. Edward was a Charleston merchant who owned 
the lot where the Myers House is now situated. 
Robert Pinckney, Plat of"Wlnslow Row," Mccrady Plat Collect Ion, Charleston, 
S.C. Plat no. 0719S, original 1841, [microfilm], South Carolina Room, 
Charleston County Public Library. 



FIGURE 12 

Above: Photograph of7, 9, 11, & 13 Wentworth Street ("Winslow 

Row"), c. 1973, From property files accessed at the South Carolina 

Room, Charleston County Public Library, Charleston, S.C. 

Above: Photograph of 7, 9, 11, & 13 Wentworth Street {"Winslow 

Row''), taken by author November 2008. 
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FIGURE 13 

) 111.·1, '·-. .....,; . j ':-,./ 
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This map shows the area of Ansonborough that was damaged by the fire of 1838. 
According to the map, there was a building located on the lot before the fire 
(shown by the red arrow). No Information is known about the original building 
beyond its presence on this map. 
Ansonborough Fire of 1838, M ap, date unknown, From property files accessed at the Histor ic 
Charleston Foundation Archive. Charle~tnn . S.C.. 
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FIGURE 14 

Photograph of 15 Wentworth Street, Charleston, S.C., 

plaque on north elevation, taken by author September 
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FIGURE 15 

,. RE,V. J:: .. l;J: •. MY~, D. D. 
· 181.'6~·1'876, Born :In N. Y. Joined Ga. '; 

QOilference 1·841 
-·.'-17 Y.ea.rs -Edi·tor of S; C Advocate 

Photograph of Reverend E. H. Myers in History of Methodism in South 
Coro/inc by Reverend Albert M. Shipp (Nashville, T.N.: Southern Methodist 
Publishing House, 1884), 375. 



The Myers House is shown here beneath the red arrow. 
"An Original Map of the City of Charleston, South Carolina," Surveyed by R. P. Bridges and P. 
Allen, Published by Hayden Brother & Co., c. 1852, from the map collection of the South 
Carolina Room, Charleston County library, Charleston, S.C. 

36 



FIGURE 17 

This 1872 map shows a view of Charleston drawn from above. The Myers House 
is pictured with three stories facing Wentworth Street beneath the red arrow. 
"Bird's Eye View of Charleston, S.C .. " Drawn and published by Camille Orie, c. 1872, From 
the map co llection of the South Carolina Room, Charleston County Public library, 
Charleston, S.C. 
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FIGURE 18 

Photographs of 30 Pinckney Street, 

Charleston, S.C., current location of the 

Complete Bathroom Design shop, possible 

site of Maurice J. Lynch's saloon in the 

1880's, taken by author November 2008. 
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FIGURE 19 

The northwest corner 

of Anson and Pinckney 
streets does not show 

a saloon, or any 
building. Instead, 
there is a vacant 

cotton yard. The 1888 
map does show the 
presence of the 

Palmetto Brewery. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance 
Maps, Pinckney Street, 
Charleston, S.C., c. May 
1884 and June 1888, 
http://www.sc.edu/librar 
y/digital/collections/sanb 
om.html [accessed 
November 18, 2008) . 
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The caption on this photograph reads: "Prospects of legal beer in South Cflrolina are whetting thirsts In Chorleston ond 
reviving memories of 'the good old days' as pictured above at the Palmetto Brewery, Hayne and Anson streets, now the 
Southern Ice company plant. The picture was made in 1888 and shows the /ateJ. H. Doscher, president a/the company 
in the center, with his hand on the white dog, and a number of employees and visitors sampling the brew. The above 
photograph Is reproduced by courtesy of the Standard Barber shop, 6 Broad street, where it hQS been on display. 0 

"Happy Days of the 1880's in Charleston Pictured at the Old Palmetto at Anson and Hayne Str1!ets," Photograph, The Post and 

Courier, April 2, 1933, From vertTcal files accessed at the South Carolina Room, Charleston County Public Library, Charleston, S.C. 
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FIGURE 21 

Photograph taken of 12 Anson Street, current site of the Anson Restaurant, 
possible former site of the Old Palmetto Brewery building, taken by author 
November 2008. 
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FIGURE 22 

The city of Charleston provided citizens with vouchers with which they could 
receive money to pay for damages done to their homes and businesses during 
the earthquake of 1886. The Myers house received $1,000 for damages. 
Citizens were also able to write comments on their vouchers after the 
construction work was done. Miss Nora J. Lynch, owner of the Myers house, 
mentions problems with the architect and there being cracks in the wall a year 
after the earthquake. 
Earthquake Voucher for 13 Wentworth Street, c. 1886, From vertical files accessed at the 
South Carolina Room, Charleston County Public Library, Charleston, S.C. 
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This document shows the extent of damages caused by the earthquake of 1886. Damages all over the city were recorded 
by engineers from a firm in Atlanta. The Myers House is listed as 13 Wentworth Street on this document, and was owned 
by Miss Nora J. lynch at the time the information was compiled. A total of 378 damages were recorded induding: North 
wall-"Gable end out; walls cracked," the chimneys had fallen down. The gable end and chimneys needed to be rebuilt, 
and the walls needed to be anchored in order to make the building safe again. 
Materials on the Charleston Earthquake of 1886, p. 58, [microfilm), From the South Carolina Room, Charleston County Public Library, 
Charleston, S.C. 
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FIGURE 24 

J. lfS OH 80ROUGJI 

l "I the iltY<:nhen-twen\les, Cot.t.ln G.-or9e h $.l'ln , OI l lle ltOyel ll•V"f• conundtd a• 
tntl•,lner p11tro\ 1tatloned ot Ch•rl o fown . 'lllli h ~ero, he alleqcdiy •on at c11rds • 
t i 1e111th t11l>"# tbfn proptrty. Gcncr1111y \M 1 lt1cl11d&d t he hnd lyirg bth1c.,._ ling Strt-tt 
:md t he Cooper River ond runoin11 ao-ci th ft'-llll CaH.01"1 to .i lin• l!a.H way bct1M1cn Society 
&lld .,.,..,,,,c11·t h Str1ch. 

Lah.r, in the w~r with Spain, kao.(I u>nduchd • brllli a.n tl y 111ce•Ufll' r o11nd-llle­
""1t ld u,ld on th• 11r1cny•s t r c.1$11rc ship s. In c0«<se411•net II• bt<•• - od11i rlll, a b;aron, 
and flrtt Lord of the ,1.~htralty. Heo11t11ut he turned o tidy profi t •Ubd lvldht and tell­
in9 h it South C.:irolin.1 suburb. The eutcrl\ Portion vent n oere111e. T&c territory of 
0 11 overo "°"' ly ll'l•J ~n th• t~ tld• t of l'.4ttl•11 $l ccct ,,.~, 11.mcd Mso11boro119h. It"•-' 
di vided by str eet ancl Go l~ ofl 111 l oh. r ..... or these ~trttl$, G&0r9• #'l•l M•Oll, tlill 
CCf1f~ru.1ule hh lorclt• l it'• nu1c+. 'lht: n•t1e •Alui<u~bol"Ovqh' late r spreao to lne lud• otl'ier 
Pu h of t he 11e iohbo( hood, 

4• no ot 11".J by the fo1111cl.-tion I n oonnectlon \lltll lh orojccl, •.t.11so11 borov9h' •P~ 

pl ltt to t ti 1(-blO'* •r11e II'\ Ille •id>-d ly bounded by Hf.sc i I , ~1nt~119, G.or1101 l •vrent 
ancl £ut e~y Streets, p111 li tlu1 port ion IJf Utt lla,y ~ttveen Lt 1Jr c110 t 11d C11l ho11n, t11d 
totprhl• O Ptrh o t t'Jut 'JI Ifie histori c: suburbs - lm'°"boro11 91>f 111\etttbury, l 11vre ns• 
Lencls M d (hclsdcn' t Lands. 

l'l it 'rt.a \o!U c:honn by lt111 ro1.1nd ~ l Ion u ltt fi ta l P•oJec:l 11ri"~rily bec:tu'c it h 
on• nt C!o"dtt•011'• fi<:httl r•n~lf1l t19 COi1<:111 t r.:itie-11$ 11f • .:id 1 ll(<:hl hetur•. It eo o11 uln1 
Ille oldetl 4"1!e 11 inQ ill the <11111 i r o e lty (tlle 1112 1111 11"'1 1.'i•H ll0 1te .tl 54 ~ue I I $1,) , 
e te ... o ther 18111 -:en l11ry ho11t.e-$, 11nd a 1111 nbe ' of "'err o.:idy l'.ltll e ent_ut')' llouus. ill tfl,e 
llighl f sop), i!\llc.s ted Ad1111 $l7h. llut bee'11ue of dhutrflut flrn In 1938, flOt l o( ih 
btt l hliiljl$ date fro n lh11 J!I0 01 s. 

l'I • I t , it rAnt.:ilns /!IO(t ll-1•11 100 ort•Civi l l./4r ltovsu, olus fo•n cllur clles a114 ""'• 
llu1'11e bul lcl in'J (th11 flrtl oubl h; <:Hy hiph K hool, ot 55 Soc:itl7 Street) , 

Another h tt lor I n th• <:hoke of H+• ~rt"""-* lhet. f,cn CR¢ of tll• H11tat rt1lden­
tl•l ;iru1 h .aAt• .. bell~ t hor1esto11, It 11•6 r,redut11ly dec:I i<1ed to 11 oo i11t vhtt• l 1111•­
l'ltnlt ll/\d t l 1110 .,,cro llt11l11Alng to ore:l~in11t,I). It""' fo l t tt1111.,. t11v l'IO(t yll!f(t or 
catetiurathn .,.culd !t,,vr. .re1111t lrrettlnv,,•le lou of l tt fl l'lt Arr,hlh.::t.ure. 

OU1~r ' 11cidi.-.'l foc:to" vt. r n o\ IAr<J • n11"•>b11 r fl( 1'.@dlu• 11n<f stUl I si icd ho1a1s -.. .. lch 
~(• t~Oc<: iall , t1d11Ptobl e to 11oder11 liv ing, ,, 9cn11nl ore11 oc.1 ,,..:i11e e of u:iusv•Ur lorqe 
On.d l hady y~rds, 11nd oro• iinitr \o the .u.jor sl!eppl1119 streets o f Charl eston. I t w.u hit 
tltal tllun e1111111 1t s pro'<ided t•c:e l lent 11ott11ti;ol,1111t onh for t tle prcuervation of t he ' 

c lty'<J .sptd • l c:.h• r 11<: le • , bul 6l t11 for the erellion or l/l.e k ind of i n-c:i t f r tsld e11t1at 
•re.-, so nec:11n11.(1 to 60lut lon o t ~h~ urb• n rt \•1t111h at1011 prnb lt<'I C~•( l etlon f41tet, in 
eorn')n .,i th .-.~11rly $ very c,, i tf In .tncrle• ti;tuy. 

The Myers house is represented by a black dot, which Indicates a 
concentration of ante-bellum buildings in the area. 
Ansonborough, Unpublished Manuscript, date unknown, From property files 
accessed in the Historic Charleston Foundation Archive, Charleston, S.C. 
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FIGURE ZS 

!,he prmi""" .. -e de...,..ib<ld a:re h..,..,b;r .,.,,.vey<ld oubj•ot to 
j;he "°"ditimo, r""triotimis and U.it&Ua<>B ho<einaftOl' oet fo.-th, 
whiolt "hail be """"iolered •• ~""on:oata rw>Dl.ng with \he lan<l, wlltoll 
tho !!!'.,..toe, J.tll Jtdr• 'al>d .....,~ .. aoY-t and "I!!''"" ia the O'.'Oent 
the Jil'OiriSeS ""e &old <>r <>tll<lrv1.Be diepQGed of, will he ineertod in 
the <01tTq,,,.oo or other in-t dinI<>Blng of tl>e pr•i"""• -~' 

i. 'l'ho.t ,.:Lt.It r""p<>ot to t.11.• •i<terior of th• buU<linga 
loGO.te<l on Brl<I pr8Di..e.., "" nlteratioa, "" pbJ"1oal °" .,tt'Uctur&l 
oll""ge and no .ol!anp in the color er surfacing ob.all be ioaole or 
oh<lnged or a1ter"'1 vitltout th• ...-ittell aw>"<>"al. of Historic Cborle.,... 
ton. Foun<lo.t\ml, which "PP""'el. tll..U he eviol'"'Ged b;r a Cons<int 
th""eto <Nq ...:o<:>dod b;r t.11.~ r"""""'tioQ -•r its corporate seal 
,.,,11. lligne.1 bl it<: 11.ul,J .... thori~ orn ..... s, '"'"' oball "".! ..idit:icnal. 
stnioture be ~•t;rlloted or permitted to be butlt upon th• pr-.iseB 
unleos tho pl.ans u« ex1;0l'i0t> d•Bil!Dl> for .... i:t. swuetu,... ho.TO li.ko­
w:U>o be"" oon_,to<I tu U. writin~ b;r lliBtorio Cb.orl""tru> Foun4ation. 

2. In the eTent of a YU.l.aUon <4 th• ll\JoY• r ... triot:lonB, 
llistor:i.o Ohm-lostan Foun<Io.tl.on ~ in•ti tute • ooit, to enjoin "'1d> 
Tiol.o.tton o>' for d-fl<!B b;r r- of ....y b:r- thereof. 

3. 'I'll" gr8'1tee "lll'•'"' that before h& ll<>c&pte ~ affer to 
... u th<> prope>'t;J h• vill adVi"" tile Di"'ctor of Kilotorio Cl;arl&Bton 
f"o\llldatiQn toy <eg:istorOd Ollll.l, return l"eC<!ipt •tt&ohed, of bio :i.nten­
tL>lr. to •«•cept the so;l.d offer, sJ.'l'!ng the - WI<!. ioddreoo of tb& 
p;rchas•r ..ruJ tl\e Di""ctor of lli~ri.e Charleatqn pO""""ti"" <rltall 
)I.aye 96 hour" after per,,.,.al re"*it't of the r'!gi.iitere.I htter (but 
th• Mid D1"<!ctor el>.oll not -•bl.:J dela;r noeipt t;ltoroof Md 
tltlB U... peri<>d >n 8'11 .,..ent •ball 1>0t o;xceed. oil.gilt (8) day~) to 
-toll the offor =<I the grontee ap<i&s not to il<Oll' the properQ' un­
less h" gUea lliBtoric ObarleotoD Fow""tion tile opP<>rtunitf to 
pU"<lhBao ......., on the •- tons a,nd oond.1t1mio "" set ""t in the 
&fl<!r ><ithln th& nil\ety-eix {96) hour~ as aforesaid. 

4. n.o abi>ve """trict:Looe num•r (L) ~ (3) ohBl.l b<I 
b'Wl.08 on tho p&rtiee h.,....to, their heirs, """°"ee)r.., ""d .....,;.Ill"' 
for • -"perioo- or se..-ewt)'---riw (75)- ')'eU'lt-rrtior -tM-"date- b~f, bu.t 
B'.ioto<-ic Cllar1esto,. Pouu.dat1oil ,...,...rv•• the riW.t to .,dt!'J' or _,,.. 
o<d ~ or ail of the toref!Oing restrictionl!. It al.Bo reoen'oa ttie 
l'ig)lt to oilanF tlte """" with ti>• """"""t of the grantee, bis heirfl 
and 118..-:l.gne, 

5-. ll@e the lWlllber of dvelling unit.. into wt>iob a propert7 
-...cy- be dh-:ld.;I •".I -.. &tipulated. 

The Myers House was placed under a restrictive covenant by 
Historic Charleston Foundation during the Ansonborough 
Rehabilitation Project. This document e~plains what is required 
of owners of bull dings that are under restrictive covenants. 
Restrictive Covenants, Unpublished Manuscript, date unknown, From 
property files accessed at the Historic Charleston Archive, Charleston, 
S_[_ 
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Letter to Historic Charleston Foundation from T.C. Edwards (General Contractor) 

regarding estimated costs for renovations done to 15 Wentworth Street, From 

property fi les accessed at the Historic Charleston Archive, Charleston, S.C. 
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FIGURE 28 
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Preliminary Kitchen Plans, 15 Wentworth Street, c. 1983, From De Costa 
property files accessed at the Avery Research Center Archive, Charleston, 
s.c. 
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FIGURE30 

Photographs of 15 Wentworth Street, Charleston, S.C., decorative ironwork, door 

frame, and window on north elevation, taken by author September 2008 (above) and 

November 2008 (below}. 
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On this map, the property is listed as 13 Wentworth Street. The pink 
color of the building denotes a brick building with brick or metal 
cornice. The dotted line surrounding the piazza represents an 
opening. The "Dwg" stands for "dwelling." The numbers on the 
building show how many stories there are, and the hash marks signify 
windows (on the first and second stories in the northern portion of the 
house and on the first story in the southern portion). 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 13 Wentworth Street, Charleston, S.C.., c. May 
1884, http://www.sc.edu/tibra ry/digita l/collections/sanborn .htm I [accessed 
November 16. 2008 1. 
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FIGURE 32 
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On this map, the property is listed as 15 Wentworth Street. The piazza 
has become three stories tall. Windows have been added to the 
second and third stories on the east elevation and the first and second 
stories on the west elevation. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 15 Wentworth Street, Charleston, S.C., c. June 
1888, http://www.sc.edu/library/digital/collections/sanborn.html (accessed 
November 16, 2008). 
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FIGURE 33 
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According to this map, the piazza has been removed from the southern portion 
of the house. The one-story shed dependency has been removed from the 
property. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 15 Wentworth Street, Charleston, S.C., c. 1902, 
http://www.ccpl.org/ con tent.asp ?name=Site&catl D= 10 222&parentl 0=5406 (accessed 
September 3, 2008). 
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FIGURE 34 
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On this map, the "F" signifies a flat frame building. A two-story piazza has been 

re-built on the southwest elevation. The dependency in the southeast portion of 
the lot is a one-story three-car garage. The "A" represents a private garage. 
Sanbom Fire Insurance Maps, 15 Wentworth Street, Charleston, S.C., c. 1944, 
http://www.ccpl.org/content.asp?name~Slte&catlD=10222&parentlD=S406 [accessed 
September 3, 2008] . 

54 



Annotated Chain of Title 15 Wentworth Street, Charleston, S. C. 

May1809 
Grantor: Edward and Sarah Eliza (Berry) Winslow 
Grantee: James Ancrum 
Book & Page: 88-47 
Type: Settlement After Marriage & Schedule 
Lot: undivided Marsh Lot 

After the marriage of Edward Winslow and Sarah Eliza Berry, it was dec'1ded that half 

of Sarah Eliza's inheritance would be owned in common with James Ancrum to be 

used by him until the event of Sarah Eliza's death. Sarah Eliza retained the right to 

decide who would inherit the property, which was described as an "undivided marsh 

lot" in Charleston. 

"Whereas a Marriage was had and solemnized between the said Edward and 

the said Sarah Eliza Berry of Charleston ... and it was agreed between them 

that part of the said Sarah Eliza's property herein after mentioned & referred 

to would be Settled in Trust for the said Sarah during her natural life, and after 

her Death in fee to her Children now living; with power to the said Sarah Eliza 

to dispose of the same, if she pleased to the said Children ... the said 

undivided Marsh Lot is situate in the city of Charleston aforesaid ... and is 

bounded on the North by a Marsh Lot of Henry Laurens, on the South by a 

Marsh lot of William Johnsons, on the East by shoal and low water Marsh and 

on the West by East Bay Street ... •1 

February 18, 1841 
Grantor: Master in Equity, James W. Gray 
Grantee: Catharine Anne McKay 
Wil/Book&Page: Nll-175 
Type: Public Auction Conveyance 
Lot: 36'-0" wide on Wentworth Streetx 130'"0" deep on the East side 

James W. Gray, acting as the 'Master of the Honorable Court of Equity for the District 

of Charleston," presided over a petition brought by Edward Winslow and John 

Winslow on December 12, 1837 over the lot of inherited land owned by Sarah Eliza 

1 lCharleston County Rcgi<lct of M,ne C'onve}·ance, Deed Book US Page 47, l"harlc<tun, So"th Carolina, 
1809. 
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(Edward Winslow's deceased wife) and James (or John) Ancrum. Gray ruled that the 

lot of land be sold at a public auction on February 18, 1841. Catharine Anne McKay 

was the highest bidder at $1,080 and bought the land. 

" ... the Lot of Land hereinafter mentioned and described, should be sold at 

public Auction by the Master of the said Court, on the terms, and for the 

purposes mentioned ... and the said James W. Gray Master of the said Court 

after having duly advertised the said Lot of Land for sale by public outcry ... 

did openly and publicly and according to the Custom of Auction, ... dispose 

of the said Lot of Land below described unto Catharine Anne McKay for the 

sum of one thousand and Eighty dollars she being at that price, the highest 

bidder ... "2 

April 28, 1848 
Grantor: Catharine Anne McKay 
Grantee: William A. Berry 
Will Book & Page: W11·145 
Type: Conveyance 
Lot: 36'-0" wide on Wentworth Street x 130'-0" deep on the East side 

Catharine Anne McKay sold the property to William A. Berry for $1,000. At this time, 

the lot does not have a building on it. The lot is located on a plat by Joseph Purcell in 

the survey of 1799 by the number 53. 

December 18, 1848 
Grantor: William A. Berry 
Grantee; Charles A. Scanlan 
Will Book & Page: V11-331 & 332 
Type: Conveyance 
Lot: 36'·0" wide on Wentworth Street x 130'·0" deep on the East side 

William A. Berry sold the property to Charles A. Scanlan for $1,200. At this time, the 

lot does not have a building on it. The lot 1s located on a plat by Joseph Purcell in the 

survey of 1799 by the number 53. 

' Charleston County Rcgi<ter nf Mesne Conveyance, \keel B<>nk N I J P•ge 175, Ch"rleston, 8ou!h 
Carolina, 1841 . 
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June l, 1852 
Grantor: Charles A. Scanlan 
Grantee: John S. Biggs 
Will Book & Page: S12-351 & 352 
Type: Conveyance 

15 Wentworth Street, Charleston, S. C. 

Lot: 36'-0' Wide on Wentworth Street x 130'-0" deep on the East side 

Charles A. Scanlan sold the property to John S. Biggs for $6,000. The property 

includes a three-story brick building with outbuildings. The lot is located on a plat by 

Joseph Purcell in the survey of 1799 by the number 53. 

March 18, 1853. 
Grantor: John S. Biggs 
Grantee: Leonard Chapin 
Will Book & Page: N12-189 & 190 
Type: Conveyance 
Lot: 36'-0" wide on Wentworth Street x 130'-0' deep on the East side 

This deed is missing from the Charleston County Register of Mense Conveyance Book 

N12 Page 189 & 190. 

September 18, 1853 
Grantor: Leonard Chapin 
Grantee: Edward H. Myers 
Will Book & Page: F14-118 
Type: Conveyance 
Lot: 36'-0" wide on Wentworth Street x 130'-0' deep on the East side 

Leonard Chapin sold the property to Edward H. Meyers for $8,000. The property 

includes a three-story brick building and outbuildings. The lot is located on a plat by 

Joseph Purcell in the survey of 1799 by the number 53. 

August 23, 1864 
Grantor: Edward H. Meyers 
Grantee: Launcelot Gambrill 
Wi!/Book&Page: T14(no.4)-135 
Type: Conveyance 
Lot: 36'-0" wide on Wentworth Streetx 130'-0' deep on the East side 
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This deed is missing from the Charleston County Register of Mesne Deed Book T14 

{no.4}-135. 

February 25, 1865 
Grantor. Launcelot Gambrill 
Grantee: Leonard Chapin 
Will Book & Page: A14 (no.5)"321 
Type; Conveyance 
Lot: 36'-0" wide on Wentworth Street x 130'-0" deep on the East side 

Launcelot Gambrill sold the property and Its buildings to Leonard Chapin for $5,000. 

The lot is known as No. 13 Wentworth Street 1n Ward 3. 

February 13, 1871 
Grantor: Leonard Chapin 
Grantee: Henry Hooker 
Will Book & Page: P15-639 
Type: Conveyance 
Lot: 36'-0' wide on Wentworth Street x 140'-0' deep on the East side 

Leonard Chapin sold the property and its buildings to Henry Hooker of New Haven, 

Connecticut for $6,000. The lot has extended 10'-0' in depth. The lot is known as 

No. 13 Wentworth Street in Ward 3. 

January 29, 1878 
Grantor: Charlotte Hooker 
Grantee: Sallie F. Chapin 
Wil/Book&Page: K17"318 
Type: Conveyance 
Lot: 36'-0' wide on Wentworth Street x 140'-0' deep on the East side 

According to Henry Hooker's will, his wife, Charlotte Hooker, inherited the property at 

No. 13 Wentworth Street upon his death. She and their two sons, Frank Henry and 

Albert Norman, sold that same property and its buildings to Sallie F. Chapin for 

$6,000. The property is located in Ward 3. 

" ... I will and bequeath to my wife Charlotte Hooker, during her life, the use 

and income of all my property both real and personal, and if such income 

shall prove insufficient for her wants then she is to have and consent such 
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portion of the principal to her own use as she may deem necessary and 

expedient. After the decease of my said wife, the such portion of my estate 

use may be remaining I will and bequeath to my two sons Frank Henry Hooker 

and Albert Norman Hooker the same to equally divided between them and 

their heirs and assigns forever."3 

June 6, 1881 
Grantor: Sallie F. Chapin 
Grantee: Leupold Weiskopf 
Will Book & Page: M18-101 
Type: Conveyance 
Lot: 36'-0" wide on Wentworth Street x 130"-0" deep on the East side 

Sallie F. Chapin sold the property and its buildings to Leopold Weiskopf for $4,250. 

The property is located at No. 13 Wentworth Street in Ward 3. 

January 31, 1884 
Grantor: Leopold Weiskopf 
Grantee; Maurice J. Lynch and Nora J. Lynch 
Will Book & Page; 820-187 
Type: Conveyance 
Lot: 36'-0" wide on Wentworth Street x 130'-0" deep on the East side 

Leopold Weiskopf sold the property and its buildings to Maurice J. and Nora J. Lynch 

for $4,800. The property is located at No.15 Wentworth Street in Ward 3. 

January 23, 1895 
Grantor: Nora J. Lynch, Margaret Lynch, and Abigail A. Burns 
Grantee: William J. Crowley 
Will Book & Page: Q22-14 
Type; Conveyance 
Lot: 36'-0" wide on Wentworth Street x 130'-0" deep on the East side 

"Whereas M. J. Lynch and Nora J. Lynch were formerly signed in fee as 

tenants In ... of the hereinafter described premises and Whereas the said M. 

J. Lynch departed this life interstate on or about the 11lll August 1886 leaving 

' Chorlo<(on (:nunty R~gisrer ofMe•ne Conveyonce, Deed Book K 17 Pab'<' 318, Charleston, South 
Corolina, 187&. 
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as his sole distributes and heirs at law his sisters Nora J. Lynch and Abigail A. 

Burns, born Lynch and his mother Margaret Lynch - Now .. ."4 

Nora J. Lynch, Margaret Lynch, and Abigail A. Burns sold the property and its 

buildings after Maurice J. Lynch's death to William J. Crowley for $2,500. 

January 8, 1900 
Grantor: William J. Crowley 
Grantee: John F. Rafferty 
Will Book & Page: 023-94 
Type: ConVe)'llnce 
Lot: 36'·0" wide on Wentworth Street x 130'·0" deep on the East side 

William J. Crowley sold the property and its buildings to John F. Rafferty for $3,000. 

The lot is now "known as No 15 in the present numbering of said street."5 

October 2, 1946 
Gran tor: Mary Franklin Sassing and Sarah Franklin Wyman for Margaret E. Rafferty 
Grantee: Maye Puckhaber 
Will Book & Page: J44-584 
Type: Title to Real Estate and Conveyance 
Lot: 36'·0" wide on Wentworth Street x 130'·0" deep on the East side 

Margaret Rafferty was John Rafferty's heir to the property and buildings located at 

No. 15 Wentworth Street. After Margaret's death on July 15, 1946, her will stated 

that her heirs Mary Franklin Bassing and Sarah Franklin Wyman, as well as the 

Carolina Saving Bank, were to be named as executors of the will. Margaret's will is 

located in the Will Book page 262 in the Probate Court for Charleston County on July 

23, 1946. Mary and Sarah sold that same property to Maye Puckhaber for $11,000. 

April 25, 1960 
Grantor: Maye Puckhaber 

'C.harleston County Register ofMesne Conveyance, lJced lluok Q22 Page 14, Charleston, South Can>lina, 
1895. 
5 Ctiarleston County Register ofMesne Conveyance, lJcc"<l Bnuk ()23 Page 94, Charle>ton, South Carolina, 
190-0. 
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Grantee: Gordon Realty Company 
Will Book & Page: U71-425 
Type: Conveyance 

15 Wentworth Street, Charleston, S. C. 

Lot: 36'-0" wide on Wentworth Street x 130'-0" deep on the East side 

The Maye Puckhaber sold the property and buildings located at No. 15 Wentworth 

Street to Gordon Realty Company for the sum of $10, 750. 

" ... and subsequently conveyed by Sarah Franklin Wyman, individually, and 

Mary Franklin Sassing, individually, and as Executrix of the Estate of Margaret 

E. Rafferty and the Carolina Savings Bank, as executor of said Estate, to May 

Puckhaber by deed dated October 2, 1946, and recorded ... in Book J.44 at 

page 584 .. :s 

April 12, 1965 
Grantor: Gordon Realty Company 
Grantee: Historic Charleston Foundation 
Will Book & Page: R82-215 
Type; Conveyance 
Lot: 36'·0" wide on Wentworth Streetx 130'-0" deep on the East side 

The Gordon Realty Company sold the property and buildings located at No. 15 

Wentworth Street to the Historic Charleston Foundation for the sum of $14,310. 

"All that certain piece, parcel or lot of land, with the buildings and 

improvements thereon, and all shutters, fixed equipment, and other 

appurtenances to the buildings, improvements and property ... "7 

June3, 1966 
Grantor: Historic Charleston Foundation 
Grantee: William Polk Cheshire 
Will Book & Page: T85-22 
Type: Restrictive Conveyance 
Lot: 36'-0" wide on Wentworth Street x 130'-0" deep on the East side 

6 Charleston County Register of Mesnc Conveyance, Oeed Rook U71 Page 425, Charleston. Suu!h 
C'arolirnl, 1960. 
' Charleston County Register of Mesne l'onvcyancc, Oeed Rook R82 Page 215, Charleston, 8outh 
Carolin.1, 1%5. 
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The Historic Charleston Foundation sold the property and buildings located at No. 15 

Wentworth Street to William Polk Cheshire for $22,380. This property is shown on a 

plat by Ben F. Cheatham, dated May 20, 1966. While the property was owned by the 

Historic Charleston Foundation, the "said No. 15 Wentworth Street is conveyed 

subject to the Restrictive covenants ... "a 

May 15, 1968 
Grantor: William Polk Cheshire 
Grantee: Robert G. Mahon 
Will Book & Page: G90-23 
Type: Conveyance 
Lot: 36'-0" wide on Wentworth Street x 130'-0' deep on the East side 

William Polk Cheshire sold the property and buildings located at No. 15 Wentworth 

Street to Robert G. Mahon for "$5,875 and the assumption of the balance due on 

the mortgage" for a total of $27, 738. This property is shown on a plat by Ben F. 

Cheatham, dated May20, 1966. 

May31, 1971 
Grantor: Robert G. Mahon 
Grantee: Charles M. Gibson 
Will Book & Page: T96-300 
Type: Conveyance 
Lot: 36'-0" wide on Wentworth Street x 130'-0" deep on the East side 

Robert G. Mahon sold the property and buildings located at No. 15 Wentworth Street 

to Charles M. Gibson for $43,505. He paid a mortgage of $5.00 to the Carolina 

National Mortgage Investment Co., Inc. The property is shown on a play by Ben F. 

Cheatham, dated May 20, 1966. 

"Said No. 15 Wentworth Street is conveyed subject to the Restrictive 

Covenants attached to and made a part oft he deed from Historic Charleston 

Foundation to William Polk Cheshire dated June 3, 1966 and recorded on 

' Charlest<m c:uunty Register ofMe:;ne Conveyance, Deed Book 'l"X5 Page 22, Charlc,ton, '>outh Carolino, 
1966. 
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June 6, 1966 In the R. M. C. Office for Charleston County 1n Book T-85, Page 

22."9 

Aprll 12, 1978 
Grantor: Charles M. Gibson 
Grantee: Shirley M. Gibson 
Will Book & Page: L115-370 
Type: Conveyance 
Lot: 36'-0" wide on Wentworth Street x 130'-0" deep on the East side 

Charles M. Gibson sold the property and buildings located at No. 15 Wentworth 

Street to Shirley M. Gibson for $5.00 "and the assumption of the mortgage 

hereinafter described." The property is shown on a plat by Ben F. Cheatham, dated 

May 20, 1966. 

"Said No. 15 Wentworth Street is conveyed subject to the Restrictive 

Covenants ... This covenance is subject to a certain mortgage, the payment 

of which is expressly assumed by the Grantee herein as part of the 

consideration for the said covenance, which mortgage was given by Charles 

M. Gibson to Carolina National Mortgage Investment Co., Inc. dated May 31, 

1971 and recorded 1n the RMC Office for Charleston County in Book K-111, 

Page 359 ... "10 

December 18, 1978 
Grantor: Shirley M. Gibson 
Grantee: M. William Jr. and Tomi G. Youngblood 
Wil/Book&Page: V117-154 
Type: Conveyance 
Lot: 36'-0" wide on Wentworth Street x 130'·0" deep on the East side 

Shirley M. Gibson sold the property and buildings located at No. 15 Wentworth Street 

to M. William Jr. and Tomi G. Youngblood for $72,545.55 "plus the assumption of the 

' Charleston County Rcgi;tct uf Mc<nc C:onveyance, Deed Book T96 P"ge 300, Charlc;ton, Suulh 
Carolina. 1971. 
'" t:harlcslon Cow1ly Rcgislcr of Mc~nc ("<mvoyance, Deed Rook Ll 15 Page 370, Chorlc;(on, ~oulh 
Carolina, 1978. 
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herein below described mortgage." The property is shown on a plat by Ben F. 

Cheatham, dated May 20, 1966. 

"The Grantees herein expressly assume the mortgage of Charles M. Gibson to 

Carolina National Mortgage Investment Company ... Said mortgage having an 

approximate balance of Thirty-Seven Thousand Four Hundred Fifty-Four and 

45/100."~1 

March 27, 1986 
Grantor: M. William Jr. and Tomi G. Youngblood 
Grantee: Lawrence F. and Linda 0. Jones 
Wil/Book&Page: U152-170 
Type: Conveyance 
Lot: 36'-0" wide on Wentworth Street x 130'-0" deep on the East side 

M. William Jr. and Tomi G. Youngblood sold the property and buildings located at No. 

15 Wentworth Street to Lawrence F. and Linda 0. Jones for $225,000. The property 

is shown on a plat by Ben F. Cheatham, dated May 20, 1966. 

11 CJmrleston County Register ofMesne Conveynncc, llcctl Bo"k V 117 Page 154, Charleston, South 
Carolino, 1978. 
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