
T H E TOURS H E A D Q U A R T E R S 

94 Church Street 

c. 1759 
T h e Histor ic Charleston Foundation is fortunate in having for its headquarters a 

room in one of the city's historic honses. the residence at one time of the beautiful and 
unfortunate Theodosia B u r r . T h e ronni occupied was. off and on for a hundred and 
eighty years, used as an oiTice by lawyers and statesmen of O l d Charleston. 

I n 1759, this lot was purchased by M a r y , wife of John Cooper, and a "free sole 
trader" , doinj,' husiness independent of her husband. T h e rich woodwork of the stairhall 
and the proportions of the exterior show that the house was one of the finest of its 
high-Georgian times in tiie town. In proof of this. Jo lm Izard , wealthy member of a 
wealthy family, paid the handsome sum of £9,999 current money for it in 1765. 

Covl Julien 

Another notable o\\ner of the house was Joseph A l s m n . later Governor of 
South Carol ina, and Ins lovely wife. Theodosia, daujihter of the remarkable Aaron 
B u r r . H e r loss in a storm off I h m e r a s has been the siniiiK' cause of much elaborate 
romancing. 

About the middle of the nineteenth century a dcvaslatini j rem<;(lcling of the in­
teriors left little but the stairway to show how ricl i had been the decoration the 
house had been given a hinulrccl years before. .-V fire-insurance marker on the street 
front is one of the few of its k ind left in Charleston. 

I n 1884 this fine old resideiico was |)urehased by llie late George Pau) , whose 
fami ly ever since have made it their home. 


