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.. By.ROBERT ‘P. STOCKTON

. The Adam-style dwelling house
which Francis Simmons built at 14
Legare St. is recognized as a gem in ,
- Charleston's treasury of fine architec- -
ture. U s .
“An “architectural *bonus’” is-the .~
_ Regency style ‘fence, with the so-. -
- _* called “Pineapple Gates,” which a.
subsequent owner, George Edwards, .
built. T R T AR
-Both the house and fence are rated :
in the highest category in Charleston’s
. . mew Historic Architecture Inventory. .
“ . - and were rated as “‘Nationally Impor--

“tant’ in the architectural survey . -
*This is Charleston.” '
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gare Street and mentions
of several.rooms. - A .
The will mentions two lower rooms

a *“small. room adjoining. the Bed
"* Chamber: -opposite- -the- Drawing:

‘. Do You KnowYou
*."Charleston=

.. Room" and the-‘Eastern’Cl CHR re5::18] r‘ﬁmd%auhﬁnced
(implying. there is ;also-.a‘.-wes-term;;}:;,-,r_;he':beauty:‘oﬁ;théﬁ)‘ erty b ¥ adding::s;
-chamber) of the third: story.” >
" The: deScription is, of ‘course,: that
i of a typical Charleston “'single house'"*
_ with two primary rooms
stairhall on each floor.
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the-furniss - . - rather than.theusual wood. The plazza ™
.0 . .. doorway withrits paneledSurround,. .
. pilasters and entablature;andfanlight
 with fine tracéry, |y parficular(y.beau~""
tiful. %" =7 RS OR BRE R T
The piazzas: therdselypsare
cate balance:to thenasHoRTh
=¥ with® slim:c'olumni;‘jy 2

2 Revivakperiod,: Geferstand. 2+
HADASOTRE: COMHCT iy oo o

sy JADASOITE: COLIAC 3
S TEGeorgevEdward$swho i

S R he
A2%e, property#fromg SimmonSsestate’ on >,
S Marchs . 1816;710

b
~the’ {rqnt&’feﬁcé;‘:‘ivﬁiélﬁbeﬁl_i‘:_ﬁﬂﬂs'fin
ctials“in the: ironWotKAZ G TR, Dl
~"The fence was apparently builtafter:
71818 for - on-July: 31,31818,7Edwards.

flanking a . -July: 3 ]
However, it** bought the property to the south of the -
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: s;;rntﬁoﬁzusi “fﬁ,s;,;‘_if’.‘};f:,ﬁldy gilz:iatt:r): -....cannot be called sin'{ply..a‘:“siggle_’: _residence ‘and:tore: 9°-‘3i"?-?"‘.!°°de“",‘;
! _soon after he purchased the site on house" as it is of mansion proportions - house "there to provide’spaceifor a7
" _ Feb. 28, 1800, from Mrs. Sarah Elliott and contains some of the finest Adam:-%..garden. = SR SRS ISR T
“Johmstom.© - e - _ . style interiors in Charleston... - - He bought the wooden-liguse and lot -
¢ ¥ Simmons, is listed in the 1800 city Simmons built his town house with -7 [rom the-estate of Simmonsi:who had -

. three full floors on-a high basement left the -property-in’ hisawillEto;Mrs

*.directory on Tradd Street and in the

+ 1803 "city directory for the first time

. on Legare Street. :

. " In his will, dated Jan. 30, 1814, and

* probated .March 18, 1814, Simmons
refers.to *‘my Brick House" on Le-

roof.
The

three windows wide, with mock quoins-,
on the corners and a dormered: hip =

construction is of * Carolina " : d 1
r#¢grey’” brick laid in F lemish bond.- -:*+Regency style which evolved from
The- piazza blind is.also of brick:: rAdams s T i :

{..Sarah Todd:+‘during herwidowhbood,'":
and “'on her-deaths to:mg cousim:Mary =
i -ia: Simmons if.single. G- awadieR .
. Edwards had the:fence built In‘ ge: :
e .
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According “to tradition, ‘Edwards
had the finials carved-in'Italy, and -:
asked for live oak acorns: The artists, .-}
not being familiar with-the- fruit of "
that.native American’ ttee,.assumed

-that Edwards’ sketch was.wrong, and
gave him representations.’of pine -
cones native to their own ‘country.

A ‘two-story kitchen building and a -

.. single-Story coach fouse, whic i-
bly date-from the constructiort:ggstfxle
mairtr house, occupy the rear yard.

Edwards-sold the property in 1835 .;
to Arthur P. Hayne for $16,200. The .’
relativeiy low price reflects the econ=4

"omic conditions of the period: -  :i

Hayne; however, profitted from the -

-relatively prosperous ‘period which :
followed,. as he sold the property- in -
1841 for' $30,000 to; William. Henry -«
H;y»;ard,‘ a plax:}en',:,‘;g."-':f:- R S

ubsequentlyifthe property was .
bought by:Edwin-L. '-.Kerr;i’ion;.‘x‘::r% .'f’
chant,in.1863. James;: Adger Ir.in
:nszgagg".f'x&t :tilxle;ouse, rand it re-. ;

- » mained-in-the allied-Adger o

- families until 1930. Aschmie Sy

e house has been the home of Mr. -

| ?;lgs Mrs? Norman B. Stevenson-since -

: ,'when they purchased it from Mr, .
and Mrs. Bushrod B. Howard. = -° -
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' (Stall Photo;y Dewey Swain) i+’

Simmons Héuéé- And Ed\'fvar'd:i.-,‘.




