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Tti& A d a m - s t y l e d w e l l i n g house 
^vhich F r a n c i s Simmons built a t 14 
L e g a r e St. ' i s recognized as a gem i n , 
Charleston 's t reasury of fine archi tec - ' 
t u r e , \: •'•,: -

A n •architectural *'bonus" is the ** 
Hegency s ty le fence, w i t h the s o - , 
ca l l ed "P ineapp le G a t e s , " which' a 
subsequent owner, George £dwards, 
b u i l t . .: • • 

' B o t h the house and fence are rated ; 
I n the highest category in Charleston's 
n e w Histor i c Architecture Inventory, 
and were rated as "Nat iona l ly I m p o r - ' 
l a n t " i n t h e a r c h i t e c t u r a l s u r v e y -
" T h i s is Char les ton . " 
* T h e house w a s apparently built b y 
Simmons , a John ' s . Is land p l a n t e r , ' -
soon after he purchased the site on 
F e b . 28,1800, f rom M r s . Sarah E l l i o t t 

. . J o h n s t o n . ' ' ' • 
• • Simmons,.is listed in the ISOO c i ty 
' d i r e c t o r y on Tradd Street and in the 
• 1803 city directory for the f i r s t t ime 

• on L e g a r e Street . 
" Jn his w i l l , dated J a n . 30, 1814, and 

*. jjrobated .March 18, 1814, Simmons 
re fers to " m y B r i c k House" on L e -

eare Street and menUona t h e - f u m i s a - . - rather thantheus i ia l wood. T h e piazza." 
s e v e r a l r o o m s . ; . :v .•• ^^^'^.^^^yj!}^ 

T h e 

Do You Know.Your^Il 
-Charleston" 

catftbaiance-.tothrfma' 
With- s l i m , coliimiist"^ 

_ _ d c l i - : 
Li^lKmse;-?* 

i'f&Gtcelcjf 

w l [ h ' u v o " p r i m a r y rooms flanking, a ; i S l S ? " 
s t a i r h a l l on each floor. However , i t - ; ;>o".gf 'ttheproperty,tothe«^^^^ 

sty le interiors in Charleston. 
Simmons bu i l t " ' ' 

three ful l floors 
three windows wme, w i u i m u t i N - M w y * " ^ •. -•• —'. , — " j ' ^ r ^ „ . i ^ - ^ „ „ - , 
on the corners and a dormered^ h i p - a n d ' ' o n hecdeath-. ffni^-rawmT?^ 

Simmons l^-smgle;'^^'^-•;t>.^lv?^••• roof. 
T h e construction i s of Caro l ina E d w a r d s had the-fence b i i i l t ln - the -

" ' E r e v - br ick la id i n F l e m i s h b o n d . - r R e g e n c y s t y l e w h i c h evolved from the 
T h e piazza blind i s also of br i cks -V-Adam^n^rr^l^ '^^^r /p^ 

According to tradition, E d w a r d s 
had the f inials carved i n ' I t a l y , and 
asked for l ive oak acorns'. T h e ar t i s t s , 
not being f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e . f r u i t of 
that .nat ive A m e r i c a n ' tCee .assumed 
that E d w a r d s ' sketch was .wrong, and 
gave h i m representations .'of pine 
cones nat ive to their own'country. 

A two -s toryk i t chen building and a * 
single-Story coach house, w h i c h possi­
bly date-from the construction of the 
mafiT house.occupy the r e a r y a r d . 

E d w a r d s sold the property i n 1835 
to A r t h u r P . Hayne for 516,200. T h e 
re la t ive ly low price re f lec ts the econ--^ 

• omic conditions of the. period; -
Hayne, ' however, profitted f rom the 

. r e l a t i v e l y prosperous period which 
followed,, as he sold the property- in • 
1841 for-;?30,000 to ^William-Henry •, 
H e y w a r d , ' a plantenV.^il-^^'-r^!,^*': 

S u b s e q u e n t l y { / t h £ L p r o p e r t y w a s . 
bought b / ' E d w i n - L . ' J < e r r i s o n ^ ' m e r - ^ 
chant ; -in :1863. J a m e j . A d g e r . J r . . . i n 
1870,'bought the house,*^ndJ i t .re- . 

• mained ih-the allied-Adger^andSmyth' 
, . f ami l i es u n t i M 9 3 0 . ' > - " . ' V i * ! - : - ^ 

T h e house has been the home of M r . 
and M r s ^ N o r m a n B.Stevenson-s ince 
1968,-when they purchased i t f rom M r . 
and M r s - Bushrod B , H o w a r d . 

(Start p t M i o . 6 r ^ « » n s-'">L-.'V/^.;v-.:;.:^^.^*--*^^^^^ w::̂ -5.-^K-oe'apfs«^^*^fff; 
* Simmons House 'And E d w a r d s ' ^ t e ^ J f : ^ : ^ 


