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HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION 
PART 1 - EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
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0MB Apctrcvwl 
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Irsmictiens; Rwd rtm .nftructkxw anfxMtf b»for» eompJ«tJn« wpt'CSDOn. No ewdfkation wiir b« mwi* u n l w • comeXatad applkatjon fotm r i a 
ba»n r»ai(vad. U » rrtJawntar or prim dmeiy in btack ink. If addition*! fliaea i i naadad. uaa continuation ^ w r a or ataNrft bfank tfiaan. 

1, Nama of pnjpartiri , THE JOHN LEWIS HOUSE 

A<(dr«ti of proparty: 12 MEETING STREET 

OTY. CHARLESTON r f CHARLESTON s t « . S^-X H P CodaZSm 

Nama of hictoric d i f t r ie i : THE OLD AND HISTORIC DISTRICT OF CHflRI FSTON. SC 

(3 rat ional Ragtstar dharict Q cartffiad t t a » or local district O potantial historic district 

2. CSmk nrntun of mqoaac ^ 

sartirication that tha burtding aofftributaa to tfta f ignifitanet 0* tfw atjovt-namad historic district for tha purpoaa of rahabititatioo. 
B'cwrtificaiion that tha structura or building and, whara appropriata, tha land STM on which ibeh a »truciur« or building it locatad corrtributai 10 

Itia significanca of tha abo.'a narwd htsroric district for a eharriad^ contribution for csnMfvat)Or> purposts. 
O cartificaticn that tha b u y i n g doai not contributs to th* ligniricanea of tha abova-^wrtad d i i t r i c i . 
Q pr«(imin«rY drtarmination for indrviduai Tisting in tha Mattonal Ragtsttr. 
D x a i i m i w Y dattrminetio« d u t a bwtdirtg locatad vwithin a potamiai htstortc districi contributas to tha lignificanca of tha distr ia . 
D prwJin^inary datarmination that a building ouaida iha pariod or araa of significanea contributas t o rha significanca of tha district. 

3. Authortzad projaet »j»'itaee 

JONATHAN H. POSTON 

straat 51 Meeting S t r e e t 

South C a r o l i n a 

Otv C h a r l e s t o n 

Stan 

4. Ownar 

rtema 

Strwn _ 

.Zip 29401 .TalafAona Kumbw (during day): 80^^-723-1623 

SUSANNE-'H. LEATH 

12 Meeting S t r e e t 

Stara South C a r o l i n a zip 29401 

I harabv atttst thvt tftjLinfonnatio*! I havt prt)vi< ^ i i , l o |ha 

Social Sacur^tv N u m b ^ or Ttxpayar Idarttif'cation Numbar 

.Talaphooa Numbar (during dayh ,803-723-5712 

, eorraet, artd that I own-iha abcr<«-n«mad proparty. 

3 / l f i / 8 5 Data 

NPSOffiea U>« CMy 

The National Pwk Sarvica has -a^ - iay^ tha "Historic Prw^rvaoon Canificarrion Applnation - Prt 1" for tha abova-namad propartY and harabv d^ar -
minas that die proparry: 

D c o n t n b u t a * l o tha signif icBnca of t h t abava-named district and is a "cartifiad h i s t o r i c structura" for tfi» p u r t X M a o f rahabilitation. 
GB'contnbutas to iha ngniftcarKM of tha abOv»-fi*rn»d district and is a "caftrfiad historic itrucTura" for s charitsbls contribution for conatrvation 3ur-

p o s M m »ccord»nc» *indi tfta Ta* T-eatrr iBm Extortsion Act of 1980. 
O OOM rvn COnr^buta to Tta ngnrf^canca of tha »bovt-n»rri«d district. 

fr^minary Datarminations: 

• appaan t o f n a a i Hrrton^ Register CftTaria for Evafoatton «nd will likaiy ba fistad in tha National Ragirtar of Hritor-e Maces if rwminatad by die 
Sat» HInoric ? - B a » ! ^ t K > r > 0*^ic»f •ccording To i t i * p^ocsdures « 1 forth in 36 CFR F»rr 5 0 . 

D S o w T c : a B ; ^ « ' •••z xT^ Hmonti p B ^ i i r ^ f Zr-.itf-.a for Ev»lij»!>on and like'Y ' W l be lirred i n !+it Nai ionaJ Reginar. 
n a p D W ^ ;o c s n t - i b J T B :c t ^ e » ^ , . ' i c « n c » of a p o t e f . ^ ^ t h . r D r . c d u t n c t . i ^ ^ c n l i K * y ba -iixtcl .n the N s t i o n a l Reg^nef oi HistorK: >i 

nommttad bv t h t S t a t t H m a r x P-asafwtion Officrr. 
• appaan to conr^buta to tha n ^ i f i c a r e a of a r^istarad historic disnSct b u t i i outside tha pariod or araa of pgnKkancf as docunwrtad m tha 

,:NaTion«d Ragtsrar -lominatior or diatrict dicun-pamatton o n fila iwrth ttia NPS. 
Q doas not aopaar to aualifv as a cartifiad histor« s t P j c r u r a . 

Data Hauorw P«rh Sarwa Autnorizad Sigratun National Par«. Sarvrea Offica 
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THE JOHN Ltl,JIS HOUSE

l'!-lv ld¡
l2 ¡4ee tì n q Street

7. t'hæfrFa:Ê ..d ùÉ

,{tr¡dr tiE rÞ$!iìr ¡rú fæa tÞ tgoliÊ ri¡r.

SroFrc FFESERV lto
ctnflFrcATlOt{ 

^Fucalrfl-tAâ1r

This is a two-story residence built in approximately 1822 by John W. Lewis. The
original wood frame house appears to have had three rooms on a floor with stairs
and entrance in the middle, with a large half-circle porch on the back. The porch
was later enclosed and a two-story link added between the main house (kitchen addition)
and the origìnal two-story brick carniage house or quarters. These additions seem
to have been done in three different segments. First, the brick, then frame, then
stucco. The originaì house is of sìmpìe design, with a low, protruding pedìment
in front, wìth a hìp-roof and hip dormer windows over the rest of the house.
The origìnal house has thnee chimneys.

A diagram of the jnside of the house is attached for clarificatjon of the above.

Photographs of both exterior and interion of the house are attached.

ser!¡ ot o.¡: Research bv Haflan Greene
S. C. Hi stori cal Societv

Eb ol Coæuc¡br: c -1822

Ae{tl of 
^¡trûrbñ(d:

H- brildl{ bü¡ rr¡r¡l E tr dlq rf o, ,¡r¡rf
3rùîr'lol {ñl-.q'qr

originalìy, the lot of what is now number ì2 Meeting Street, was sold ìn l8l 7, along
with other property belonging to Charles Pinckney. John I,,i. Lewis purchased this
lot on 3 i4arch l81 7 for the surn of $2,500. Levris directed in his will in 1836 (the
will was probated in 1839), that within l8 months of his death, a srnaller house be
built for his widow and his ìarger residence sold. This did ncìt happen unti'l 1850
when A. |\4. lt4cDowel I bought a "lot with buildings" for $10,000. McDowell ran a dry good¡
firm. " '4

Earlier plats show that there was a roofed cart-port structure once attached to the
south end of the house. The earthquake damage book lists a frame house - no dimensions
given - that survived the shock with little damage.

0n l4arch 22, 1894, the lot and buildings went from McDowell's estate to Susan Hall,
who was the wife of l^Íilliam Hali, a cotton exporter. Records indjcate that in 1892,
the house was occupied by J.. _Ancrum Simons, an attorney.

(Research by Harlan Greene ìs attached for further documentatjon)

An ìnspection of the ì85ì plat
similar in shape to the current
occupier of the house was still

of the cìty of Charleston shows a house somewhat
one. An 186-l census indicates that the owner and
f'lcDowell, and that the house was wooden.

(

lt¡qt¡r-æt

Co.rnni,¡.rto.r Êr¡tr ¡tÐcrid: Q yr - ,r
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John W l.eui s was a factor¡ he was llstcd as living in dlfferent parts

ol torm until 182? - when his a.rdress was given as Meeting St., no nùnber.

re h:,i þ6'¡¡9¡1 tbe lot - acoarentfy ürith no house on it in 181?; oerhaÐs in 1E22

it r^ra s just finished constructicn. Hé does noà eprear in the Directory agaln

until 1837 - at 12 l,leeting; again in 1811Ç - in the l8JOts the:e is no

listing He r^.ro te his will in 1836; it was orobated in 1839; he directed

that r,:ithin 18 nonths of :is death - that a smaller house be built for his

r.¡idow and his ìarger residence soid; but that diC not haopen until lB50 wben

À.ltf . l,lcDowe1l bought it. lIe ran a dry gooCs firm and ras l-isted living at

I Meet ing in 1859. .4.ccordlng to the f860 census, he was sti1.r the orrn--r

and occupier and the house was wooden - this is th. first clue as to the

nature of the bouse, the fact that the eun-ent house is r^roodèn too, nay

mean that the current house is older than ii, aorrears to bo on tbe er:terior.
Än'interio¡ inspection ¡¡iIl tre necessâry. (Ån inspection of the the I8JI
plat of thecity of Charleston shows e house sornewhat siniþr in sbape to

the current one, as well). T¡r Susan Hafl l.irh o dtned the house was wife of
Willlan P. HalI, e cotton exporter. E¡r1åzrtban this, in 1g92, the bouse

was oceuoied by J. Àncrun Simons, attonrnev _ 
.-r

Earlier nfats show that tltere was a roofed cârtport structura once

attacbed to the south end of tbe house.

The ea¡tbquake damage book l-ists a frame bouse - no limensions Eiven - thåt

s',:¡vÌved the shock with littte darËqe.



The lot of what is now nurnbe r 12 Mceting St. was sold in 18I?. It along

r¡ith oth--r oroperty - lnclniding a house end 1ot imredietcly to the north (now

the site of the Cal-bor:¡ l,laní ion\ was the Dropertv of Charles Finckney. the

aCvertisenent In the Co.rrier of " ¡'årcb l-8I? extolls the brick mansion, 2l+6

Meeting, near S. lay, and aÌso rnentions 'rlbo lots on the south adjoinlng, each

6e feet, in derth IOO feetl (Pratty nuch the current dinen.bions of 12 - give

or take a few inches) The add wouid tend to suggest no bouse stanCing on

the lot in question. John t^I Lewis bought it (W-8,194; I l4a rch IBt?; S25OO) i he

soLC the "lot with buíldings" to À.M.ÌhDowell (R-13, 236; $IO,OOO; 19 Fet.

1850); fron his estate, the fot and buildings went to Susnn 4t1 (fZZ, tt¡
$9,500; 22 Narch 1894). Fron her estate, the lot anrì buildings (along witb

other orcoerty went to Fcticia H. Chisoln (!ù-2:r, 4J; 14 4rril I9O3; $2,535).

She sold to George H. t{c ffett ($Z,5Oo; C-24, )j?,t jl Oct. t9o3) who sold the

Iot and buildings to Ha¡¡iett H,F. prioteau (w-24,6o;8 June IpoJ; gLo,ooo) !¡ho

sol,J to Dr Edr¡ard Parker (V-24, llJ2; 4 Nov. 19OZ; $fo,ooo). His executor sold

to R.M. Hooe (V-lÐ, 546; 525 and other va 1uable c ons Ì,-ierat ions ) ; who sol.d

the ]ot r¡i'c improvernents to bis wile Eleanor Rivers Hooe (f-55; ZO? i ¿uly

1952; $l); who sold to V,¡il,fiafi Frirldleton Jr and -Ann E:.trin Mi.lrlleton (w-82,

360; 10 llay f96J; $43,500); r.¡h o soIC to Susanne H. ieath (t-1I9.I9; $tgo,ooo

2 Y'ay r9?9).
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UNITED STATES DEPAFTMENT OF THE INTENIOB

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

OMB Aoo.gvr<t
No. I 02440OS¡
ErC¡t gB1,?6

STATE REVIEW SHEET
llistoric P¡esewæion Ceñificâtion Application - Part 1

NPS Proiæ! Numb.r

Name of ProÞeñy:

Addræs of Prooerw:

Name of Relirered Historic D¡srict:
3/ 19/8sdate ¡niriat eppt¡cãrion receiyed by State

6te compþte information Eceived by Staæ

3l?51Rft¿¡¿ ¿¿dirional ¡nfo¡mation requested by StãrÊ

4/L/85 dåre of dris úensnittrt to Nf€

lfüp€stion of ç¡rop€r?y by St¡le íaff¡--J- no 

- 

yè¡ data:

The following information is enclosed:

--E- thotos of tecades and streetscapes 
-r- 

Þhotoa of interiors

-J- síqned, êo¡îpieled agpl¡c¡t¡on
-X- 

map locating fructure wióin hisroric d¡írict
J- addilionat Sþte còmmer¡ts on attached sheet

For Evaltrating Sign¡flcãnce wirh¡n Reg¡srered H¡iroric DisÎric:s: Comptere section (lì. (2), or {3) according to whicJl
of the Secretåry5 "Standards for Éva¡ualing S¡gnif¡canc¿ wirh¡n Regisrered Hisroric 0is1ricls" appl¡es.

(1) x JÌ¡c strÐcture contributes to the hisroric riqnificance of úis district ¡n:
x iocation X design å setting-,,I- materials--Lworkmanship-X-feel¡ôg and associâtion

Erieily explain how this strucÎure rela¡es 10 ihe significant qual¡tiei and ciìaraeteristics of the district as

ûssib€d ¡n rhe National Register nomineticn forrn or disÍict documentation on file.

The John Lewis House is one of the elegant urbrn residences that defines the major
residential sectors of the Charleston Historic District. The building's composìtion,
fenestration, orientation, and workmanship are typical of the finer añtebetlirm
dwellings in the city. '[he interior is largely iirtact and displays cornices, mantels,

'and medallio¡s on the first floor vrhich are especially notewor¿hy. The building makei
a very positive contribution to the character of the historic diitrict.

(2) 

- 

Th e tructure does nol contribute to the hisloric s¡gn¡iicance of th is distrid because;

- 

¡t does not add to the d¡strict's sense of time and place aod hiforical development;

- 

the location, design, setl¡ñg, materials, workmanship, feeling and ãssociadon have been so alEred
or have so dete.iorated that the overall inægrity of the propeñy has been irretr¡evably lost

Eriefly exDla¡n this recommendation:

(3)- Fcr ;:-vçures less:han 50 '/eårs crd:

- 

:he histoncal rneirts oi ine disliic: ::'3 Joclmer.¡eLj i|1 ihe Nai¡onei Re3isìer iorm or Cisiriq!
õocumenfaticn oñ í¡ìe as iess ihån a0 .e3¡s o¡cj. ;us¡iíying rhe cen¡iicaiion oí ìnis struc:ure's
c5ntr¡ogflon.

- 

:ne slrong nrstoricå¡ or a¡cl'teciurar irìent of this strusiure ês described in $e Narionai Register

'1om¡narìon form or iisinc: documerra:ion on íile ius1rfies ¡$ cgniiic¿riotr as contribuiing,
ihe¡e is rnsurficjenl tusrriícarron:o consider th¡s srruclure conÍjburing on the ossis oi irs ;ndividuat

:rc¡rtec1ul.åj or historic¿l .¡e:.r!s cr' :¡9 srcnríicance of ih9 d;siricl
3t:¿::./ ?xcrain now Stañõard {31 ¡aDlies:c:iis:itrjcÌur9's indlvidual íì.?rrls or:is siqnificance in relaÌion-
5nr9 :c :ne 5rgnìiìcånt quairire5 õ!1o cD¿rac::r!siic5 oi îne irstiìct:

F



:ST-ATÈ RE!'lEriV SHÊET - Pan 1, conrinueC
¡JPS Pro¡¿-ct Number

Frr :-:rirn¡îarV Csteí'l¡¡lar;on tha¡ bJrlCir-c is f oei-.rìiiål cgrtitrec hi5:irria 5t¡ucflrra:

å. ':cíi1:.¿i¡en l€iL¡¡ ti propÞl(y:

-llorninêr;cn 

iì¡¡ ¿lr¿âdy 5¿eñ rua:;r,iiqc :r Stãie reviÈ!., acârcl ¿ncl. ií .cview:d 5y rhe boðrd, ÊropÈi-J .rj¡ll :. ñom¡ñ.!cé r,rjriiô ?
rêÊ5on¿Þ¡e neriod of rime. {Or¿ft nDmihótion atiachgC).

- 

Nomina!ion !.Jis subrninåd îo iie ¡:J¡io¡âl Rêgrster on

---j- Noll,liñttrên lvill be sr¡brî¡têd ro rie Sr¡:9 fevi?.À boãr¿ ïìthin i;ìe flext iì¡\relva rnonths.

- 

No6¡nat¡cn Êrccess ¡i erpâcièd io :e comolêtEd !,vi(h¡n !hiriv moir:hs.

- 

Oiher; explêin:

9. Ê'raluat¡on of propeñy. lCo¡npletå 1,2, 3, or 4. ¿s approp.¡ate.)

........._ f , Ptoperty i¡ ¿ bu¡lding vvhE\ ia indìvidually eligiblê: it ñ!€!s Nårional Rêg¡srer Cr¡teriâ for
Eyôluatiorì: 

- 

A 

-9 -C -O; 

Êxceglioôs:

- 

2. *cperq ;r lo@lcd L'riôin 3 d:s:ric: r,Fich ;r a por?n!iar règisr?rsd hûiorrc Cl$ric¡; the d¡rri6t r'le:la Nrrionôl Feçi5¡âr Cri:?.¡a
lor €vatua¡:oô: 

-A - 

B 

-C -O; 

Er.eprions:

3. Au¡lCing ;s iocated ¡n.a .e?istêiid hi5¡aric dirrict. is ou¡siCr the Þårioc! or areä of signiÍ¡êance âs docu¡:rañréd i¡ì :h¿ Nðtronôl
Rnj' j:er :a|lriileljùn, ¡j'ld;

- 

Aope3r! to ccnrribu¡e to ìhe !itniiicancg of :j!e C;9trict, Íhe Sratg excects !o subrñi! revisÊd ¡:cmiñðtion CocurñenE-

t'on ro NPS oñ

- 

Ooes ñot åpÞear ro conirìbure ro ihe s¡qnil¡cancg of:he cl¡sirict.

4. 8ui¡dÍng s:rould b¿ den¡ecl e p.elimirarv dererrnin¿rion ihê¡ ;t could qualify os a cerif¡ed hisroric s¡rudr¡!ê fot rh-. fo¡loyying
leeson or r?êtons:

C. Stare¡nent ol sjEniii.ancê of t}'e b'Jilding ànct ¡h¿ disrricr o. erpânÉed di3tri.i. ìf applicsSle. lnclude a desE¡;ptioñ ci how the bu¡¡ding
ccnrribute5 to !be srg|lificJnce of ihê d,¡irici cr e:(p3n,lèC diiirrct, ií ¿?pticaÐê.

S¡r:e Of f ictal Reacmmenda!ron:

îr;s êÞplicalron for ihe abov?-îâmed Þropeny rìas Þe!ñ revrewed by llebfa J- AlIen. NatiOnal Reoistêr Aqç i ç,f â rì t,

XX ThE struc:ure rs ¡ncludêd wi!hrn :n9 co,Jnc¿rrea of 3 Fe!'sigrna lis:cr:c D¡srrrcr. canrirbures:o ìh9 si!nifiaêl1;?:ìi ihs oisi.ìc:,3'lC
:t a "cgrtiijed 5r5icric siruciurê' fci J cierriè:,e conriibui,o. '.:r:anse.rã:;c. ourco:¿5 rn ëccoroõncè ,vrrl. .¡e ïì,( ìreêitì¿ôi

=rr.rs¡on 
añ oÍ I990.

;ìe siruc:rre ajps ôot ccntrror.;:: :a :ìc rr!.:i,arnce j: :i¿ :co ra-na..n-a,: !ir:ir;c:.

- 

Ìhe struct,.rr! ?:ce?ra tc rnee! iiìe NEl.cner ?..'.t"r Ct,ra.,= ;rr :råi!¿::o. jôd ,!,il ttKeiv b.. noñrn¿!,.i.

- 

ihe slruCtu¡a écès not ãÞÞèar iC.n¿.t ih9 i.¡¡iranól Recr5i?i Crj:eirè iÐr :ralL¡r¡o,13^O..vrii nci Þ¿ ¡1om,natg:.
ne sirLJc:u.¿ 3c;e¿.s io canrrr:uiê:a ijìe sr!nríicañce cr r:

-Pctertre¡ 

hrsÌo.íc dis¡rrct whrc:1 ;ca:3rs :c ñe9t :¡? !:::j.al Reg:siai Crrrs.:a lor :,Jåfuijùôõ Jnd.¡,il! lr!(91\ ãe 1c::ì ñè!-:'5.

- 

Re-c,rPiÊc ^'stcr'c arsií c: b.,;: ; a!t: :¿ ii_e ce.rc: f,: ::9j,fl t,j.ì',,:sñc9 Js Coc,.'lm:ñted r. :n? Nâ!rod:r qe-:::i:r ¡ci:ì n;:ian
or :riÌ¡:c¡ agc!iÌrei::riji or 'r,¿ .!,ir -r? ¡.i2S, ::o-'.rt :è.r j.t:r:c:::c.;-:i1r¿ oi !r'il lrL:ety tr: r?-ìs¿j-

: trciess¡onaliy quålified èrchitec¡, árcjìi¡eciurel h¡s:crrðn. or hi5tÇrian ân my stâif.

the slrucîute ì3 includect ,1¡rhiñ ihe bounct3.,?5 oi ê R99ìsiêreé ¡lisioric D;5i¡rct. aco¡ribute! to:he r¡Enificance of the d¡riÌici. ênó
i5 ã 'ceniii€d hrstoric sûuciu.e' loa lDe ÞurÞo!? oi .eh;Þiiit¿iion,

5ir!ci-/?s.curcÞe.?ir:c¿A.z.¡:..)!;:it:r-Ìñ:ia¡::l::.c!1.:u-.tr¡v::Iiã.lirsC¡rsr-o :s.-:aì.;.o

- 

i;ÙlltcrP_'::a..rr:reô:3!rcô Ìa:vãlu:il r::-c:rra st:te':,.:r,::ar ,Èc!3s:.Õr::!a!nent3troñ r53ti:¿ircc.

S:1re Cir_lcr¡ì

- 

Dsl¡reo ii¿S rey,è!' re.cri,


