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& Sassrigtion of pirynced sppesanes:

This is a two-story residence built in approximately 1822 by John W. Lewis. The
original wood frame house appears to have had three rooms on a floor with stairs

and entrance in the middle, with a large half-circle porch on the back. The porch

was later enclosed and a two-story link added between the main house (kitchen addition)
and the original two-story brick carriage house or quarters. These additions seem -

to have been done in three different segments. First, the brick, then frame, then
stucco. The original house is of simple design, with a low, protruding pediment

in front, with a hip-roof and hip dormer windows over the rest of the house.

The original house has three chimneys.

A diagram of the inside of the house is attached for clarification of the above.

Photographs of both exterior and interior of the house are attached.

Ot of Canetruction: c.1822 Sourts of Deta: Research by Haklan Greene
S. C. Historical Society

Dare{s] of Atarytion(al:

Ma building been moved? Dy- Eiﬁn H m, when?
€ Stxtwmmort of significures:

Originally, the lot of what is now number 12 Meeting Street, was sold in 1817, along
with other property belonging to Charles Pinckney. John W. Lewis purchased this

Tot on 3 March 1817 for the sum of $2,500. Lewis directed in his will in.1836 (the

will was probated in 1839), that within 18 months of his death, a smaller house be

built for his widow and his larger residence sold. This did ndt happen until 1850

when A. M. McDowell bought a "lot with buildings" for $10,000. McDowell ran a dry goods
firm. . o _ e
An inspection of the 1851 plat of the city of Charleston shows a house somewhat

similar in shape to the current one. An 1861 census indicates that the owner and
occupier of the house was still McDowell, and that the house was wooden.

Earlier plats show that there was a roofed cart-port structure once attached to the
south end of the house. The earthquake damage book lists a frame house - no dimensions
given - that survived the shock with Tittle damage.

On March 22, 1894, the lot and buildings went from McDowell's estate to Susan Hall,
who was the wife of William Hall, a cotton exporter. Records indicate that in 1892,
the house was occupied by J._ Ancrum Simons, an attorney.

(Research by Harlan Greene is attached for further documentation) .

»
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John W Llewis was a factor; he was listed as living in different parts

of town until 1872 - when his aldress was giveﬁ as Meeking St., no number,
fe huq bought the lot - avparently with no house on it in 1817: perhaps in 1822
it was just finished construction. H&é does nos apoear in the Directory again
until 1837 - at 12 Meeting; agﬁin in 1849 - in the 1850's thzre is no
listing He wrote his will in 1836; it was orobated in 1839; he directed
that within 18 monthg of his death - that a smaller house be built for his
widow and his larger residence sold; but that did not havpen until 1850 when
A M. HcDowell boughtlit. He ran a dry goods firm and was listed living at

8 Memting in 1859. According to the 1860 census, he was still the owner

and occupier and the house was wooden.- this is th- first clue as to the
nature of the house, The fact that the current house.is wooddn too, may
mean that the current house is older than it avpears to be on the exterior.
An“interior inspection will be necessary. (An inspection of the the 1851
plat of thecity of Charleston shows a house somewhat similar In shape to
the current one. as well). The Susan Hall who vwned the house was wife of
Willlam P. Hall, a cotton exporter. E-rléerthan this, in 1892, the hoﬁse

was occuoied by J. Ancrum Simons, attonrney.

ane

Earlier plats show that twere was a roofed cartport structure once

attached to the south end of the house.

The earthquske damage book lists a frame house - no dimensions given - that

survived the shock with little damage.




The lot of what is now number 12 Meeting St. was sold in 1817. Tt along

with other oroperty - inclﬁding a house and lot immediately to the north (now
the site of the Calhoun Maniio;>ﬁ was the property of Charles Pinckney. The
advertisement in the Courier of = yreh 1817 extolls the brick mansion. 246
Meeting, near S. Bay. and also mentions "Two lots on the south adjoiﬁing. each
63 feet, in denth 100 feet? {(Pretty much the current dimensions of 12 - give
or tzke a few inches? The add would tend to suggest no house standing on

the lot in question. John W Lewis bought it (W-8,194; 3 March 1817; $250C_)); he
sold the "lot with buildings" to A.M.McDowell (R-173, 236; $10,000; 19 Feb.
1850); from his estate, the lot and buildings went to Susan &1l (822, 11;
$9-500; 22 March 1894). From her estate, the lot and buildings (along with
_other preverty went to Felicia H. Chisolm (W-23, 45; 14 spril 1903; $7.535).
She sold to George H. Moffett ($7,500; c-_zu. 337 31 Oct. 1903) who sold the
lot and buildings to Harriett H.F. Prioleau (W-2L4,60; 8 June 1905; $10,000) who
sold to Pr Edward Parker (V.24, 332; 4 Nov. 1907; $10,000). His. executor sold |
to R.M. Hope (V-L0. 546; $25 and other valuable considerat%ons); who éold

the lot wit' improvements to his wiffe Eleanor Rivers Hove (X-55; 207; July

2 ]
aHBo

1952; $1); who sold to Willia® Middleton Jr and Ann Erwin Middleton (W-82,

360; 10 May 1965; $43,500); who sold to Susanne H. “eath (3-119.19; $190,000

2 May 1979).




FOrm 1U-16Ed UNITERU STATESDEFARIMENT QF THE INTERIUR OMB Approved

Rev. 3/84 No. 10240003
' ' NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Expires 8/31/36
STATE REVIEW SHEET NPS Project Numper

Historic Preservation Certification Application — Part 1

Name of Property: .John Lewis House

Name of Registered Historic District: _01d_and Historic Charleston

Msdate initial application received Ey State 3/ 25 /8% ate additional information requested by State
. date compiete information received by State M.S_ date of this transmittal to NPS

Inspection of property by State staff? __X_no ___ yes date:

: 1 The following information is enciosed:
' X photos of facades and streetscapes —X . photos of interiors
X signed, completed application —X_ map locating structure within historic district
—X_ additionat State comments on attached sheet
: For Evaiuating Significance within Registered Historic Districts: Complete section {1), (2}, or {3} according to which
2 of the Secretary’s “*Standards for Evaiuating Significance within Registered Historic Districts” applies.

(M X__ The structure contriliutes to the historic significance of this district in:
—X tocation _X__ design _X_serting_X__ materials .. X_workmanship __X__feeiing and association
Briefly explain how this structure relates to the significant quaiities and characteristics of the district as
described in the Nationai Register nominaticn form or district documentation on file.

The John Lewis House is one of the elegant urbin residences that defines the major
residential sectors of the Charleston Historic District. The building's composition,
fenestration, orientation, and workmanship are typical of the finer antebellum
dwellings in-the city. The interior is largely intact and displays cornices, mantels,
-and medallions on the first floor which are especially noteworthy. The building makes

a very Posi tive _contribution to the character of the historic district.
2) The structure does not contribute to the historic significance of this district because:

it does not add to the district’s sense of time and place and historical development;

the location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeiing and association have been so altered
or have so deteriorated that the overail integrity of the property has been irretrievably lost.
Briefly expiain this recommendation:

(3} For structures less than 0 vears oid:

the historical merits of the districs :zr2 Jdocumented in the Nanonai Register form or district
documentaticn on file as iess than 30 ,22rs oid. justifying the certification of tnis structure’s
contributian.

ne strong historicai or architectural mertt of this structure as described in the Nationai Register
nom:nanaen form or disirict documentation on file justifies 1ts certification as contributing,

there is insufficient justification <o consider this structure contributing on the basis of its individual
architectural or historical merits or the ugnificance of the district

3r:z iy axpiain how Standard [3) zpplies <o this structure’s individuat merits or i1 significanecs in relation-

—

sh:D e Tne significant qualities ana ¢naracisristics of the district:




VIEY SHEET — Pant 1, conrinued
. ) HPS Project Nusnber

ar sraiiminary cotemmication that uilding is 2 potensial certifieo histuric structara:

i

1]

| A, Nominglion $135us o7 Propery:

MNomination has 2irzady been suzritien 10 State revievy Koard and, if raviewad by the board, Araperty will Se nominated within 3
reasonacie period of time, {Draft nomination attached).

Nomination was submined to the Martgnal Regqister on .

- Nominatizn wifl be submiried 1o the St2te review board within the naxt twelva manths,

Nomsination grocess is expected 10 Te completed within thirty monzths,
Y

Ozher; axplain:

oo 8. Evaluation of property. [Complete 1, 2, 3, or 4, as appropriate.) ' ' -
1, Property isa bulldmg which is individually eligible; it meets Natianal Reglster Criteria for

Evaluation: A g c D; Exceptions:

2. Proparty i3 located within a district wwhich i1 a potanriail registered historic district; the district mests Mavional Regisiar Crireria
for Evaluation: A B G D; Exceprions:

3. Building is located in_a registered historic districe, 18 outside the period or araa of significancs g5 documentad inthe Nauonaj
FT""!;'“' nominatian, and:

Aogears 1o contribute ‘0 the siznificance of the district, The Stat= 2xgects 1o submit revisad nomination docurmenta-

ton 1o NPS on

Does not app2ar 10 contribute 1o the sigrificance of the disiriet.

4. Building should be denied a preliminary detgrmination that it could qualify as a certified historic structura for the following
rea2son Gr r2asons:

C. S:atement of significance of the building and tha ¢istrict or expanded distric:, if anplicabta. fnclude a description 9§ howr the building
cantributes to the significonce of the district or exsanded cisinice, if appiicabla,

Stae Official Recommandation:

This application for the above-named progerty has been reviewsd by MMMW'IZ,

2 professionally qualified architect, architecturat histcrian, or histgrian an my staif.

-

The structure is included within the toundaries of ¢ Regisiared Historie District, contributes to the significance of the disirict, and
is a "certified historic structure™ far the purposz of rehsbiiitation.

E

The structure is inciuded within the councanas of 3 Recisierec Historic Cestricr, conrribures 20 the signifizance of the distner, andg
52 Ucertitied Nistoric structure” for 3 cnardanie coRINNLDION T3r T2RSBIVIIIoN DUIDOses in accoraanca with Ta Tax Tregtment
Exmgnsion Acgt of 1930,

The strecture TURS NOT CONIrIDUTIE 10 TNe s:nr,:fucnnce ST A2 2Ccove-NameT i

uat:gn and anil Likeiy be nomnated.

—_
——— The strugture asSesrs 1o Meet tne Natana Saqistar Troteras
—— The structura cces nOt apaar 13 maer the Maniznal Segrsier Criteria for Svaieation and wiil not te agminates,

The struczurz sooears 1o cantriguse 15 e significance of 3:

Potennar historic district which abeears 1p meer :ne MNananal Registar Criteria for Svaluation and will frkgly oe oz,

Registered historic cisinet but o3 cuts.a2 the pencd or 2023 of significance as Cocumanteg in tn2 Nationai Regitar nemration
Or Siatrict Fogumeniaticn o i

NPT, NomunsD on oF Q.sTiel oocomanration wall Liliely D2 rznsed.
T ETUCILe sHEWwE Be SEMISC & BIETINRrY SEtarmunat.on cn30 o c0uls auzhiv 23 3 carhifred NISTONIT 3TIUCTLOR.

1

~—— "3ufficient Zozumentanion 1o zvaluats

rutturae. Srate’s Wwretian c22Las TOr IDCUMEALANION 15 312N,

. Deotanea WPS raview rer*::rnr"qu Forwarueo Syl CRUSTMIMANCLILON

Tava Siate cf.-'ic:.:i/#gn::ure




