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Dear Mother

Yours and Theodores

letter were rec” Mon 30" and glad
was | to rec” them, as T. was written
first | answered it last Sunday.

Have rec” no papers from any one as
yetrec” a letter from Elizabeth yest
erday. Those pairs that you putin

to my trunk got ripe before | got
down here and were very nice so Mr.
Frost said | gave him some of them
one, | found one at the bottom of my
trunk after we got to Key West

it got very ripe gave half of it

to Mr. F. wish | had more of them

for you don’t know how good they
were to us on board ship wish |

had some of your apples. have had
two since | have been in this place

don’t expect to have any more till | return

p.2

Note at top of Page: Direct my Letters and Papers Care of E. Frost
To Mass”, all the fresh meet we have

had here is turtle. Had fried turtle

for breakfast, it tastes some like

fresh beef, have potatoes, onions, carrots

and sometimes cabbage for vegetables.

Have plenty of fresh fish, salt fish, salt

beef. Pork was entirely suspended here

Thanksgiving day but have not heard

of anyone eating a Thanksgiving dinner

wonder where you and Theodore’s Family



spent Thanksgiving, | thought of you
have not heard where you intended to
spend the day. | like my place very

well but don’t think | should like

to stay here in the summer. Have seen
as warm weather here now as you gener
ally get in the summer. It is warmer

here day and night. Have had very little
rain since | have been here. The rainy
season is in the summer. There are a few
mangrove and coaconut [sic] trees here. the
late gale almost destroyed them the

Island is nothing but sand. | have

p.3

seen Dr. Mud and the rest of the
Conspirators. their legs are chained
together with a chain about 2 1/2 ftin
length so that they have to take

pretty short steps when they walk

in their way they have to work cle-

-aning out the Casements, cleaning brick
and keeping the fort clean they have a guard with
them all of the time. Arnold and

Spangler generally work under one gu
-ard and Dr. Mud and two other prisoners
with another guard. Dr. Mud is a sorrow
-ful looking being more so than the

rest of them. They have to wear poor
clothes and have poor living, saw them
eating dinner the other day, Dr. Mud

had his hat on, had a poor table

and tin dishes. they are treated poorly



but are not abused if they do as they
are ordered. | am overseer to a lot of
Irishmen | am not expected to work
any and do but very little. The men

are at work wheeling brick, sand, &c. moving rock

p.4

from one place to another. | am now at
work with my men, mixing up concreat
and putting it between the walls of

the magazine. There are two walls made
of brick about 8 ft” apart, and the
concreat is putin between. Concreat

is made of pieces Coral, sand, and cement
wet and mixt up together, when itis
3or4daysolditis almost as hard as rock
a great deal of it is used on the for
-tifications. Part of one house was blown
down in the late gale on to some other
buildings killing the Quarter-Master

and destroying the building that he

was in. the wind blows very hard here
sometimes. We pay 75 cts per lb for
butter and cannot always get it for

that. Government finds every thing for
us except butter and some some few
things which cost us from 5to 10 dollars
per month. | wish | could get some
papers to read. Sunday is a rather dul

day we have no preaching here of any

Text carried over to top of page 1

kind should think



there ought to be
one minister when
there a 1000 men
There a number
of ladies here
Officers wives

I shall want to
know what is
going onin town
as often as you
feel disposed

to write Hope |
shall get some
papers sometime
do you hear

any thing afe Un
-cle Aden’s family
I intend to answer
Elizabeth’s letter next
Sunday

Your Aff Son
Daniel C. Fletcher
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