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enjoy all there is to offer. And today
I am reading again your June/July issue.
I have enjoyed reading the paper and
have re-read it several times since be-
ing home and today, during our yearly
blizzard -- snowed in, still blowing

and snowing after three days and temper-
atures hovering at 0. The only things

.moving are snowmobiles, snowplows, and

children playing. As much as I like
snow, this is one day that I wish I
were there in Key West.

Here ig an update on the South
Beach concession affair. In the middle
of February, I spoke with City Attorney
Joe Allen, who told me that he was going
to recommend that the eity reach an
agreement with the present tenant, Is-
land Renovations, Inc., stipulating
that the corporation come with the back
rent due to the city and that they post
a $5000 performance bond to guarantee
that they would live up to the terms of
the lease. Allen said he would recom-

in the years 13973 and 1974." BSeveral
years passed and nothing was done with
thie money, and the matter came to the
attention of new City Attorney Joe Al~-
len. He told me that he would recom-
mend that the city commigsion reseind
the resolution because of the impracti-=
cality of rebating what would be such a
small sum to so many people. He saild

_that -putting the money in the CGeneral

Revenue Fund would be similar to re-
bating the meoney to the citizenry with
a lot less expense and hassle.

I felt that Richard Marsh was too
hard on the radio stations in last
month's article "In the Air: Part II."
I think that WIIS has done a fine job
bringing us clasgsical music dnd, wonder
of wonders, opera. FEven though they
had to give up programming classical
mugic in the daytime, 1t gtill is great
te have it at night. While I don't lis-
ten to radio other than WIIS often, I
know that the "Musica y Alegria' pro-

BOWRD

to some of Red's in a hurry. Especially
when I heard about the imaginary dog
named Blackie he keeps company with.

“He's always telling people to watch out

for his dog. Romo, at the little store
where Red hangs out most afternoons, says
that the delivery guy thought that Red had
"lost his marbles" because he asked him
if he wanted this dog. Red often tries

to sell this invisible, soundless dog.

THERE ARE ALSO stories circulated
about how Bow and his brother Carl painted
the wrong house one time. ‘It turned out
good though, because they got paid by the
ocwner. One. house was on Frances and the '
other on Grinnell. It seems the boys
just got mixed up. That can happen some-
times in Key-West.

Bow tells a joke about another simi-

lar mistake. "I've got a good way to paint.

Put the second coat on first.”

THE LAUGHTER he can sometimes pro-
voke must be reassuring. I believe laugh-

Bow dropped out at the eleventh grade
and went out to the lighthouse to help
keep the grounds up and "to help my old
man." He was back and forth then to Key
West and gleaned the rest of his educa-

_ tion.by reading newspapers.

"I came back to Key West to fool
around," he says. "It was lonely out
there.” o

-] .
KEY WEST : From the Edltor by Phoebe Coan photos by Karen Selsky . 4
~ . :
41 * . )
‘f?t' *II: 4“1!:t111: . o LET ME INTRODUQE to you Bow Red. cuff comedian, and a true gentleman, known to children and, in particular,
15 ¢ j( . . : ) His.n@ce, sympathetic face is almost as Bow Red (whose hair was once that color), has a keen relationship with dogs. Every-.
e . ‘ —— e —— e s familiar as the palm trees or any other shares a modest, spartan apartment above one seems to know of him. I used to
Pirates Alley Key West ‘ Hello. ctty and this corporation, and I feel island panorama. . the new Fisherman's Cafe on Caroline always see him years ago, rocking on the ‘
o= I'm sorry to report that Dr. Pro- doubtful that it would begin at this There is the feeling here of a happy with his younger brother, Carl Johnson, - porch of his place on Fleming, which used :
t . fitt has been quite ill. He 18 recuper- date. comedian always th%nklng Fo himself, . who can be seen riding around with a small to be by Maloney's Bike Shop, Red says. S
j ,/\§ SEE QUALITY HAND-MADE ‘ ating now and should be returning 1o "That's a good one! That's a good one! {33§§»‘ ‘ \ o At that time one could get a loaf of 3
4 A work in the near future. It zould bi “ Several years ago, a rebate to the , ‘ . o ' - o ¥ bread for a nickel. -
‘ CIGARS ROLLED X great help to the doctor if ¢ e‘ngp € eity tazpayers from excess money col- With Red, that's as important as a 0 : ' g
DAILY . * who owe him money for ?aSthﬁerU%c c lected for an old bond issue debt serv- "Hello there." ' For instance: - _ . BOW RED eats out a lot at the Fisher- §
‘ ‘ could get up to date with him now.. ice was authorized by the city commis- Question: "What does a buffalo on the T L man's, although he can.cook some at home. B
% we fill = Hqd a nice note from a woman in sion. These monies came to $76,091.74. nickel stand for? ﬁow'rege?berihandlgéiseirﬁgglqld FiSher- :
. mait orders Canada. Here is part of <t: The resolution, sponsorved by Commission- ) "He doesn' ; an's Care, e o ’ ing place ;
- .- i : t h room sit ; o
g\\~ L PIRATES AL ‘ I thoroughly enjoyed my visit to er Lang Milian, stated that the city ggzsz € coesn ave o' to si across the street from the newer model. ;
% . ‘ ATES ALLEY ‘ rour beautiful city and can say the commission "desires to reduce the taxes He recalls it as an ice cream parlor when ;
i : in historic . yourt Y dh 1 d ! . . " it was run by Thurland Knowles in the
\ QLD KEY WEST visit was all too short an ave p anng imposed on . the citizens of Key West, MY OWN SENSE OF HUMOR had become so 1520 o . |
\ ‘ on making a return trip to Key West an and that the money would be rebated to dulled and atrophied that most jokes S hat time. Bow Red was attendl !
for a longer period next time. Three them "pro-rata to the amount they in- ; a . a ' attending |
\ \ is just not 1 enough to see and divid pZZ id in debt service millage would automatically seem corny and set Harris School on Southard Street. The
Y. , . ‘,‘,,,A,,,u_n-,‘,‘,‘,‘,) days is just no ong oug tvidually par e g off sarcastic replies. But I warmed up school went up to the twelfth grade. ¢
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ONE TIME when I went over to Bow
Red's, he was in his Barca-Lounger,
stockinged feet, baggy pants with stars
up the sides of them. Under a conserva-

~tive type suit jacket, he was wearing a

lavénder 8ilk acetate shirt. He was

‘sipping soup from a small pot, talking

to a voung boat couple, holding forth.

He was very kindly and patient, an-
swering all my guestions, always a joke
on the tip of his tongue or sweet words
for the baby, his eyes flickering like
little lights. . ‘
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 EQUIPPED CANOES

- BOW RED WAS three years in the
National Guard. He did some boxing there.
Charles Yates, a Key West friend, and he’
went six rounds once in Pensacola. It
was a draw.

He also worked eight months at the
post office and for the WPA. B
Bow has spent most of his life in A
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mend this action because 1t would avoid
a long court cage that would keep the
concession area closed until it was set-
tled. However, I spoke with Allen again
on February 28, and he told me that he
had sent a letter to the attorney for
Island Renovations saying that inasmuch

gram on WKWF has been a great hit with T
the Cuban community, and on the ocea- SR
sions when I've heard Frisceo Bob I've s
enjoyed his announeing. I'd like it 4if
listeners would write in and let us
know how they feel about local radio.

ter can also cure. The Eskimos say that
when you can laugh with someone (really
belly laugh, I think) that it is Love
happening., I have also read that a smile
can affect all the vital organs in a
positive way. T
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: EXPLORE THE LOWER KEYS
WITH AN
EXPERIENCED LOCAL NATURALIST

2 $20.00 pzr person

“
SRR RN

BOW  RED, whose full‘name is Burland

TROGIGTS

ag no money has been received from the _Have a nice month. ‘ Key West. "Key West is the best place
. corporation to date, he will go ahead L Johnson, was born in 1904 at the light Y o ¥ “ ' ; P
hi . A . ; to be," he says. Don't l1like that cold
with the eviction sutt. I personally , house on the island of Punta Gorda, up north." ‘
feel that this ie a better course of ac- Florida. His father was a lighthouse

CIVY

tion-to follow. Thers has not been a
satisfactory relationship between the

keeper for 40 years. Bow Red claims he
was always watching that light going

D efmirh iy kAt

Cover artist this time is Sﬁeve Robertg. He fools arouad a lot still. Loves.

5 PO.BOX62 - 3 around. "If you didn't keep your eye on to "kibbitz". with the kids. "Kids are
4 o = it, it might go out." very good;" he says. '
é? BIG PINE KEY, FLORIDA 33043 B ) : At the age of nine, Red moved to "Bow Red is known as a great dancer,"
1 ’ OR B 5 : 'Sm:e..%w.r owu““ g'&n , Key West, His father operated the light- he says. 'He lists as his accomplishments
i3 MO ékmd;ua-aagwe¢CAxﬂa ‘ ‘ . house on Dry Tortugas. The family lived the Tennessee Waltz, the Mashed Potato,
7 PHONE L i U @uwbscriphiow ad Our mailing address: there for awhile, and they would come . _ old time Tap, and the Twist. Jesus Romo
& gour : FORES , ' back and forth to Key West.. The light Bow Red at a familiar place from the little Romo's store, has seen
o 5 0 % : o 821 Duval Street went on at 6 p.m. and off at 6 a.m. wooden propeller in the basket of his him do his dance many times.
- é Key West, Florida *It was always going 'round." ‘ " bike. ; T , .
el & 33040 "I'd get lonely out there," he says. 7 : RED IS IN good health and hasn't
L S B AT I RN S M PO AT L T e L S HERE IS $10.00 FOR MY Now 74, a retired house painter, a IT WAS HERE I spoke to Bow Red. He had the flu yet. Said he was watching

SUBSCRIPTION TO 11 bachelor who loves people, an off-the- seems always willing to help out. He is out for it. TV watching and "riding
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Visit our showrooms and browse through our large inventory of wicker and
rattan furniture and the largest selection of fabrics in the Keys.

Custom Draperies & SIipcoVérs
Rattan & Wicker Furniture Wallpaper Lamps

BIINER-MOSELY INTERIORS

For your complete professional interior decorating service.

1025 White Street
Key West
Telephone 294-1278

- Spanish
and ¢ o+

! ° American

Records and Tapes
If we don’t have it,

~Si no lo tenemos,
Discolandia se lo ordena

1109 Truman Avenue .
- 294.5844

Discolandia will order it for you|
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around on my wheel," are his greatest
pleasures, along with looking at the
water.

At one time he built boats. One
he forgot to put the bottom in, and he
had a hard time moving another one out
the doox.” :

He also skippered his Queen Elizabeth
I1X, which was even in the papers a year

est game you can play. The answer 18
bowling, "'cause you can hear the pins
drop." .
"Have you heard ahout the new style
umbrellas?" Bow Red asks. "They got.a
hole on the top of them so you can tell
when it stops raining.”

SINCE MY TALK with Red, I've noticed

Bow'Red, with friend Jesus Romo, im front of Romo's store

ago. He fished the waters then. "Now
I've given up boats," he says. "I had
no place to put it, and you can't make
money now." ’

One time, Bow Red tried to hire a
cook for his vessel. He put an ad in the
paper and said his one requirement was
that she answer his question, which was:
"How do you cook pancakes?" The correct
answer was: "round!" No one replied
correctly.

"That's a good one," Bow Red says,
That's a good one."

BOW RED'S a comedian. '"One of the
best in Key West," he says. A stranger
asked Bow Red, "Where can you get a good
cup of coffee?” Bow Red replied, "If
you find one, let me know, too." "That's
a good one," he said, slapping his knee.

"Kids are about the same,” he says.
Y"We loved tops and marbles and flying
kites." Bow Red wants to know the guiet-—

400 SIMONTON ST.
Key West, Fla. 294-7040

-

- with my little ones.

I've been more able to play riddle games
T used to love word
games as a child...poetry and nonsense.
"How come the banana didn't jump
over the fence when the apple and orange
did?" Bow Red wants to know. "He's
yellow." (A good one for the kiddies!)

I BELIEVE it is an act of love to
‘help make people laugh.

"I believe in God and a Hereafter
and that all the people that died are
coming back," Bow Red says.

And in a final philosophic moment,
"If you act right, you can get along.

Don't drink, smoke or gamble, and you'll"

have enough money."
"I painted the wrong dock once,"

‘Bow Red says, "but nobody got mad."

CORNER OF
GREENE & DUVAL

APPAREL
BIKINIS

Where DoYou Park?

THE BIG BATTLE surrounding First
Federal Savings and Loan Association of
the Florida Keys' new building in Key
Plaza is either almost over or just
beginning, depending on what happens
during the last days of February. Re-
gardless of which way it goes, however,
there's apparently no danger of First
Federal successfully leasing public prop-
erty for its own parking purposes, as
some had feared. -

The story is a complicated one,
starting with suits and countersuits and
complete with traditional legal nit-~
picking and sword-rattling.

THE ARGUMENT hinges on whether or
not First Federal can come up with enough
parking spaces to legally occupy its new
four-story, $1.65 millicn building. City
ordinances require businesses to have ohe
parking space for every 300 square feet
of floor space, and First Federal has to
come up with 146 spaces to satisfy the
law.

The pleadings allege that realtor
James A. Flenner and Justo Maquiera (who
leased First Federal the land for the
building) said they would lease adjoining
land for parking, but First Federal didn't
accept the offer, saying the price had
been too high.

LOOKING FOR ALTERNATIVES, First Fed-
eral looked across Kennedy Drive at the
land around the city baseball fields and
decided to ask the city to lease them
some of it. In 1949, the State of Florida
deeded that property to the city with
the condition that it be used only for’
public purposes. The restriction in the
deed for the park states that "the grant-—
€e or its successors or assigns shall
never sell or convey or lease the property
©r any part thereof to any private person,

First Federal. ‘

Meanwhile, Flenner and Maguiera
sued the city and First Federal, saying
that since First Federal didn't submit
an adequate parking plan to begin with,
the lease for the property the building-
is on was violated. R

That put First Federal in a bind,
of course, and they counter—sued Flenner

‘and Maguiera for damages in excess of

$2,500 to cover legal fees and general
vexation.

THE PLEADINGS allege that Flenner
and Maguiera had depended on First Fed-
eral leasing their 200-by-200 parcel next
to the building for parking, and that
First Federal's refusal to lease the
property devalued it, .since parking is
about all it's good for at this point.

Now, FPirst Federal's attorney James
Hendrick says the whole guestion "may
well be moot," because First PFederal has
come up with enough parking spaces near
its new building to satisfy the law.

"We will submit an adequate parking plan
to the city within 10 days," Hendrick
said February 17. He said First Federal
won't need Flenner and Maquiera's land
and that the idea of leasing parts of

the ball field "has gone on a bhack burner."

HENDRICK SAID First Federal "doesn't
intend to occupy the fourth floor" of its
new building initially, which he says
will drop the legally required number of
parking spaces to 106. Since the or-
dinance doesn't specify that a building
has to be completely occupied, however,
that point will no doubt be contested in
court.

Hendrick said Ed Knight's Knibilt
Corporation has agreed to lease some
nearby property to First Federal for 79
parking spaces, and that 30 more are on
the building site itself. If that plan

doesn't work out, he said, "There's still
another alternative which is a strong
possibility."

photo by Richard»Marsh

Front view of Florida First Federal with the diéédted Flenner/

Maquiera parcel to the left.

Firm or corporation for any private use
©OT purpose;" but the city thought it
could get some nicely -paved parking
spaces out of the deal and studied the
POssibility of getting around the deed

_xrestrictions.

BUT THE PARK belongs to the public,
and the state told the city it would
rave to buy the property outright from.
the state before it could lease any to

TSEWYEK LEATHER SHOP

GENUINE LEATHER HANDBAGS

Designed and Handcrafted
in Key West

Qur leather hcndbcgs'cre stitched with nylon
thread and equipped with solid brass zippers,

fivets and hardware.
Inside pockets and linings are genuine leather,

TSEWYEK LEATHER SHOP

tully guarantees its quali |
e of the leathey - (0 1Y Workmanship for the

220 Duval St.,, Key West, 294-4924

EVEN IF First Federal can scrape up
enolgh parking spaces to satisfy minimum

requirements, however, Flenner and Maguiera'sg

suit still has to be settled. And sources
close to -the case suggested that regard-
less of Hendrick's optimism about an early
settlement, heavy battle clouds are form-
ing on the horizon.

by Mack Dryden
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HUFF MUFFLER CENTER

Vans ‘ : ”I i ' Econfomy
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RVs | MUFFLER|  ™piters

_CENTER $14.95 -

Toyotas & Trucks a Specialty

20 years experience
“QUR BUSINESS IS EXHAUSTING”
BankAmericard - Master Charge

800 SIMONTON STREET
294-2105

Come in for free estimate
Member of the Better Business Bureau

ROSIE'S |
ONDUVAL

good used furnjiture
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* CHINA STAR »

' RESTAURANT & GROCERY |

Be Your Own Gourmet and
Shop at Our Oriental Grocery

Come in and enjoy the relaxing atmosphere |
of our tea room or tropical garden. For a real-
-ly different surreunding, you will love our l
waterfall. Take advantage of our convenient
take-out service. ’

HOURS
7 days - 5-11
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294-4596 " _ Simonton and Truman
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KEY WEST ISLAND BOOKSTORE
is pleased to announce that

Fuan H. Rhodes’

- new book

‘An Army Of Children”

‘will be avaiiable'during March at 130 Duval Street
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notes and antic-dotes

by Dorothy Raymer
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FOR DECADES, the saying has been accepted, "If you want
to commit murder and get away with it, choose Key West." '

An early prime example was the recovery of the body of
a man in nearby waters with his feet encased in a big tub of
cement and his arms secured behind him with binding wire.
The' verdict by the coroner's jury was "Suicide."

IN THE SUMMER of 1949, when I was brand new on the staff
of the Key West (itizen and had never covered a crime story
directly, I was assigned to the aftermath of what was general-—
ly known as "The Weaver Killing." This came about because
the regular police beat reporter, Bill Lee, had been "in-

. capacitated" for the followup coroner's jury hearing. Bill
had spent most of his paycheck at Sloppy Joe's. He was seated

_back at his news desk when his irate spouse rode up on her
trusty bicycle, stormed into the news room, and felled her
husband with a hefty clout administered with her parasol.
Whether it was the blow on his head or the liquor or the com-
bination, plus the shock of having "the little woman" at

éast rebel, Lee was hospitalized, and I had to take over his
eat.

THE INITIAL STORY was headlined "Weaver Fatally Shot by
Mrs. Weaver." 1Inexpert as I was in crime annals, I was
startled at the lack of a more urgent headline. Nothing sen-
sational, such as "Woman Shoots Estranged Mate" or "Wife Slays
Ex~Husband." '

The- text which followed read: "Thomas Albert Weaver,
proprietor of a steak house at the foot of Duval Street) was
fatally shot last night at 10:45 o'clock by his former wife
‘as he sat in Weaver's Camp (a bar and restaurant) on Stock
Island, which was being operated by his ex-wife. Weaver died
in Monroe County Hospital a few minutes after his arrival."

ACCORDING TO David Newton, a Miami Herald reporter who
had been tipped off about the shooting and immediately drove
to the emergency ward, Weaver was bleeding profusely from
multiple wounds. Newton exclaimed, "My God! He looks like
a sieve. Is he dead?" The. examining doctor replied, "I haven't
determined yet, but so far, I have found nine wounds." The
ultimate count was eleven!

The shooting took place in the bar at Weaver's on the
night of August 23. After the one-sided gunplay, Norvella
Weaver sat down and said calmly to the shocked audience of
about 22 witnesses, "Call .the sheriff."

-

DEPUTY SHERIFF Frank Webber responded and placed Mrs.
Weaver under arrest. According to the news story, Mrs. Weaver
said simply that she was "annoyed" by Weaver's trespassing on
the property, and that she had a peace warrant issued to pro-
hibit him from molesting her and their two children after a
separation and divorce.

"Murder will out," and there was much more +o the pumping
of all those bullets into red-headed Weaver, who was known as
a hot-tempered bully. I wrote the follow through story for
the August 25 Citizen.

- A SIX~MAN coroner's jury convéned in the office of the
Justice of the Peace, the .late Roy Hamlin, not far from the
Monroe County Courthouse. ' '

The office was jammed to overflowing, and the throng of

spectators lined the outside of the littie building, climbing

Up on boxes, garbage cans, and chairs to peer in through win~

N7

WAITING FOR YOUR SHIP TO COME IN? -
Don’t just wait. A judicious application of help {in the ﬁh @I a n g d o n Sﬁ@ @ﬁ©

graphics) will speed the growth of voiir venture. ‘Call
us for brochures, graphic ads, radio copy, logos,
menus, and all other advertising arts. B
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Aows. One enterprising man brought a little step-ladder and
Propped it up on the side of the building so that he looked
into the room over my shoulder and breathed heavily right
down my neck.

BEFORE THE SESSION actuially got underway, exchanges of
<conversation by the onlookers was revealing. Among the
<omments: :

"Tom Weaver was a red-headed summabitch, but he sure
<ould turn out a good steak. Maybe she was jealous he was
Such a good cook, even though he only had that hole-in-the-
wall corner of Duval and Front, and Norvella and her daddy
Tun the Stock Island tavern.”

"Listen, you dumdum! She killed him because after they
dee~vorced, he kept comin' around and threatenin' her. Wasn't
no good for the restaurant business. She was a cool customer.

" After-all them shots she just sat down and sez, 'Notify the

sSheriff.' But somebody else say, 'Call the ambulance first,’
b ecause Tom wan't dead vet. After them first shots, he fell
on the floor and was moaning, 'Help me!' She seen he ain't
dead yet. She got a second clip for her gun, straddled.the
body and swore, 'Now you're really gonna get it.' and fires
five more shots." A

"Nobody interfered? Not even after she reloaded?"

"Nope. Everybody-:was just paralyzed. Besides when she
was firing, a bullet ricbcheted and hit a watcher in the leg.
MNobody gonna brave all that shootin'."

THERE WAS more speculation. One comment was that "Mizz
Weaver spent the whole afternoon practicing with her gun. She
Yl ined up beer cans on the fence behind the tavern. Said she
was practicing on how to shoot rats.” Comment -- "Well she
got herself one! Weaver used to beat up on her all the time.

A young man sitting next to me on the left side of the
J.P.'s office got my attention when he saw me taking notes.
"Let me tell you the real motive behind this. Weaver came
into the bar area and put 42 nickels in the jukebox. It
P layed the same record over and over again. I was there. I
endured and I loathed it. You want to know what that song
was? It's called 'I Love You So Much It Hurts.' Well, no
wonder she shot him!" ‘ :

J.P. ROY HAMLIN conducted the hearing with dignity. De-
fFfense attorneys were the late Julius Stone and Thomas Caro,,
who became criminal court Judge. J. Lancelot Lester, assist~
ant state attorney, conducted prosecution questioning.

THE FIRST WITNESS to testify was Dr. Herman K. Moore,
swho had performed the autopsy. He was not.the physician in
residence at Monroe County General Hospital when Weaver was
aadmitted. Moore proclaimed that Weaver had died from abdominal
wounds which caused internal bleeding. When asked how many
Ppullets he had found in the body he replied, "There were eleven
ullet holes all told, but I ‘didn't find any bullets.”

Lester asked, "You mean all the bullets that penetrated
had gone on through the body?" -

Dr. Moore flashed dark eyes and answered, "I examined
+he wounds, yes, but I did not find any of the bullets, be-
—ause the body was embalmed before I was called on to perform
+he autopsy."

AFTER THE HUBBUB which trailed his revelation had sub-
ssdided, Coroner Hamliin dutifully pounded his gavel to gquiet
sside remarks. He asked the "six wisemen," as the jury wags
Jcmown, if there were any further questions. .

"No questions, but we would like to hear Mrs. Weaver
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testify." Lester leaped into the fray
like a fighting bantam. He objected with '
the peppery statement that this session
was "merely a hearing, not a trial."

Hamlin blandly asked the defense
team how they felt about the matter.
Tall, suave and every inch the Harvard
lawyer, Julius Stone bowed to the coro-
ner's jury and said, "My colleague and
I would be delighted to have our client
testify, if it would clear up circum-
stances in any way."

A JURY VOTE and five minute recess
was ordered. The "six wisemen" made
their way into a partitioned enclosure
at the rear of the building. This was
supposed to allow privacy and secrecy -—-
but one of the men on the jury wore a
hearing aid which was not functioning
properly. 2As a result the "secret"
conference was very loud, and listeners
in the main room heard all the shouted
comments to accomodate the hard of
hearing juror. The foreman declared that
he was very curious and would like to
hear the details of Norvella Weaver'sg
side of the episode.

RECESS WAS ANNOUNCED by the justice
of the peace while Mrs. Weaver was hrought
over from the County Courthouse jail
where she was being held pending investi-
gation. The mob dispersed to buy soft
drinks and ice cream from vendors who
had appeared and lent a carnival atmos-
ohere to the hearing procedure.

Norvella Weaver, a willowy brunette,
finally arrived escorted by Deputy Frank
Webber. She was dressed in somber black,
save for a pair of twinkling rhinestone
earrings. These were promptly removed
on gignal from her attorney, Julius
Stone.

- WHEN SHE STOOD UP to testify, she
flashed her eyes toward the press sec-
tion, then stood very straight in front
of the coroner's stand, twisting a plain
white handkerchief in her hands, but
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COLDEST BEER IN KEY WEST

otherwise she maintained a controlled
attitude. She had a thick "Deep South"
accent. She gave her age as twenty-seven,
which surprised me, because she looked
older. Of course this may have been due
to complete lack of makeup, probably on
lawyer's instructions.

'SHE DID NOT mention that she had
been Tom Weaver's fourth or fifth wife
when he met her down in Alabama, and that
he had first been married to her sister,
who died under mysterious circumstances.
No details of this were revealed at the
moment. WNorvella did say, "I got lines
in my face before my time because my
husband made me take reducing pills. I
was real heavy several years ago. And
he shamed me in front of people and cussed

me out. - He even threatened to take my 4
! :

kids away and he beat me sometimes.
At this point the icy surface calm
was shattered and Norvella sobbed. "My

8
two kids, they come to me and they ask i
I

real pitiful-like, 'Mama, how come Daddy .
don't love you no more.'" WNorvella dabbed .

at her eyes with her handkerchief, and £

the interlude brought clucks of sympathy
from the crowd. I even saw one of the
men in-the jurybox wiping his eyes with
his tie.

AS NORVELLA unraveled her harrowing

f

life with her demanding and brutal spouse, #

and how she finally divorced him, her
accent became more Southern, but the tone
remained determined. She told of having
to swear out a warrant to keep herself

safe and to stop Tom from disturbing the
"But he kept coming around the

peace.
bar and saying terrible things about me
So I went to the law again
and swore out a trespassing bond Against
him," she said.

INFURIATED, Weaver went to the home
of a friend of Norvella, stuck a gun
into the ribs of the woman, and forced
her to telephone Norvella on the pretext
of providing transportation from Stock

i B
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SMOKING ACCESSORIES
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AR
RAIL

STEAMSHIP
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288-5722
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Winn Dixie Plaza
10990 Overseas Hwy.,
743-5274

Tsland to Key West. .

Mrs. Weaver drove to her friend's
home in a small truck and when she
sStopped, Tom Weaver jumped out of a
hiding place in yard bushes. He pointed
& gun at Norvella, she declared, and
ordered her to drive back to the rest-
aurant and demanded that she withdraw
the trespassing restraint.

Incredible as it may seem, Noxrvella
swore she struggled with her ex-husband
even with the pistol confronting her.
The gun went off and he sustained a
powderburn on his hand. 1In the light of
what happened afterward, this evidence
stood Norvella in good stead.

IN THE ENSUING CONFUSION, she eluded
Weaver and escaped, driving off to the
sheriff's department. She immediately
acguired a gun permit and purchased a .32
automatic revolver and adequate clips.

There was no witness summoned to
state that Mrs. Weaver spent the rest of
+he afternoon in target practice. Nor

. was the friend called to tell of the

struggle in her front yard between Nor-
wvella and Thomas. Of the more than 20
customers in Weaver's Bar later in the
evening, only two responded for question-
ing.

HOWEVER, it was revealed that Tom

. Weaver ambled into the "Camp" and sat

at the bar about 10:30 p.m., that night
of August 23,

Norvella 1lifted her head and her
~roice inflection as she gave her account
of +the shooting. ,

"When T saw that man come in I went
right to the kitchen where I had hid the
gun under a towel. I wrapped it in a
fold of my apron, and I went back to the
pbar. Tom went about armed continually,
and he was right handy with a gun. I
knew he had come out there to kill me
+hat night. When I passed him, he
sostled me and said, *This is it!'
mhat's when I shot him."

h’ .

ey

FABRIC WORLD
e

613 SIMONTON |

TEL.2941773/KEY WEST,FLA.

THE PROSECUTOR ASKED, "Did Mr.
Weaver have a gun? Is that what he
jostled you with?"

Norvella frowned and answered, "I
don't know. It could have been his el-
bow, but I wasn't taking any chances.

He had a gun that same afternoon, as I
dcne told you. It was either him or mel"

Lester parried, "But why did you re-
lcad the gun even after he was already
wounded and lying helpless on the floor?"

Without hesitation she said, "Be-
cause he wasn't dead yet!"

. SHE HAD FIRED four more bullets into
the prostrate Tom Weaver after the initial
seven missiles had entered his body.

She explained, "After I shot him for
sure I just sat down and said 'Call the
Sheriff.'"

Her gray-green eyes looked directly
at the coroner's jury, and then she was
led by her attorney to a front row seat
next to an elderly man in shirtsleeves
who kept wiping his perspiring face with
a blue bandana. I was told that he was
Norvella's father who had come down from
Alabama to help her run the Stock Islan
business. :

THE CORONER'S jury returned to the
partitioned room, but Hamlin had real-
ized that discussions could be overheard,
so he cleared the main room. Markers
were placed on coveted seats. One woman
took off her shoes to put on her chair.
In the interval, the cold drink vendors
and the Good Humor Man did a sellout
business.

After half an hour of deliberation,
the jury and the audience filed back in-
to their places. The foreman, J. Win-
field Russell, answered Hamlin's request
for decision with solemn demeanor. '"We
have duly considered all the facts
brought before us.
is a case of justifiable homoeide, and
the shooting was done in self defense."

Norvella Weaver embraced her father,
sobbing in -relief. The crowd cheered!
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A sweet old lady

With wrinkled face

As anxious as we

To remember

Her memories 30 years older
Than ours

But just.as clear

And just as far away

For an instant

I thought I saw 2 little boys
Sitting on the upstairs porch

Of the old Conch house
Contemplating life

And the future

As seen through the eyes of someone
Whose biggest concern

. Was a new bike or a broken baseball bat

Hillary is still there

Unaware, for the most part

That a thousand years have pasgssed
Since the sapodilla fights

And bageball cards

As we drove away

I looked baek to see

A lonely old man

Who was probably glad to see us
But

Is now logt in thought

Standing in the narrow road
Which was once a baseball field
A long time ago

Bellos, Coneh fritas, Cuban bread
The beautiful colors of the sea
As clear

As a glass of 7~Up
The old lighthouse we climbed

For a pelican's view

Of the untique touwn whieh still belongs
To us o

They haven't changed

The old men still sit in front
Of the old cafe

On Caroline Street

Unconcerned

That the doors will never open

Visit your Beauty aid supply store

The store that cares about your hair
and
gets your hair looking its best

HEAD HUNTER
906-C Kennedy Drive
. 4-4906

Some things are gone:
And in their places

Are attempts to improve G
In some places i
Nothing G

At sundown i
The hippies gather at the dock : o
To watch the sun e
Disappear into the sea '
The tourists gather
Te wotech the hippies

There are many

Who have come to Key West
To get away from it all
To escape the world

On an island

Unlike any other

And

There are those . i
Like my friend and I b
Who left s
To get away from it all O

But feel the need i
To go back “f
From time to time o3
To search for memories of youth :
In the town that gave us d
More - .

Than good times and Spanish limes
It gave us B
A knowledge . 3
And appreciation : BN
0f what was ) g
What is 2
And

What ean be

by Bob Knowles

(Bob, who was born and raised here, has
been working in another part of -Florida.
He misses Key West,and sent Solares Hill
this poem that was inspired by a visit
here.)

HALF SHELI
RAW BAR

clams-o
Inbster. conch chowder
stone crab - shrimp
conch tritters
smoked fish & shrimp
©  and maore

BEER & WINE
_ENTERTAINMENT

WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY, SUNDAY NIGHTS o
SATURDAY AFTERNOONS ‘ :

. BIG COPPITT COWBOYS
Phil Price, banjo
Ron Hatfielid, guitar
Eddie West, bass guitar

bhands End Village
Foot of Margaret 5t.
Key West, Florida
Near the Turtle Kraals

~ Phane 234-7000

sOoMme remarks

Photos by Richard Marsh, except as noted.

HELP FOR MAIMED BIRDS

A GROUP OF students enrolled in a
scuba instructors course at Florida
Keys Community College were making an
open water dive on Thursday, February 9,
near Sand Key. As the buddy teams re-
turned to the vacht Coral with drained
tanks, they were greeted by a pelican
drifting around the stern of the boat.
The pouch on her lower beak was torn.
Anything she tried to eat fell through
this hole, and she could not create a
suction to drink water.

WHEN SHE WAS lifted aboard, she
showed few signs of fear. She looked
pathetic, sguatting in a corner, rocking
from side to side with the roll of the
boat. It was decided to call her Martha.
She came to man for help, but the crew
did not know what to do with her: put
her out of her misery, return her to
nature, or take her to a veterinarian.
After a little deliberation, the crew
decided to take her to a veterinarian,
since they didn't know how to treat her
themselves.

WHEN THE Coral arrived at Oceanside
Marina, Martha was taken to Dr. William
Deans of All Animal Clinic across from
the dog track. Dr. Deans has a specilal
interest in birds and will treat any
wild birds brought to him at his own
expense. He sedated Martha and sewed
her up, then put her in his backyard.
The Deans went out that night, and when
they returned Martha was gone.

MARTHA HAD NO NEED of post treatment
care ag many birds do that Dr. Deans
treats. A bird may be well enough to

PSS
=3('/u:4' "PRIME RIBS
W i [NATIVE SEA FOOD

e TURTLE STEAKS
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'RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE
© ENTERTAINMENT AT )

'SING ALONG BAR

Restaurant open 4 until 11 pm
Lounge open 11 am until .-

e
ONTHE ocEAN AT

. 204-9168

leave the doctor's care, but not strong
énough to survive in the wild. If a
bird is grounded with a broken wing, he
cannot survive until he can fly.

A "half-way house” is needed. This
would be a home where a maimed bird could
get.food, shelter, and protection until
he is strong enough to survive on his
own. People who wish to help by opening
up their homes to birds in this predica-
Ment can contact All Animal Clinic at
294-5255. Animals too can say, "I get
by with a little help from my friends."

Kim Wise

The County Commissioners have just
designated March, MARC month. This will
aid in "kicking off" their fund raising
drive, and promote interest in their
"Day in the Sun for MARC" fair -- to be
held at Mallorv Square on Sunday, March
5, 1978. :

WHALE SKULL FOUND AND RETRIEVED

EARLY LAST MONTH John Ferra was
chartered out to David Rice and Ephraim

" Marks on the 4l-foot steel-hulled ketch

Sunyata. While his clients were enjoy-
ing themselves off Boca Grande, John
noticed a white shape in the mangrove
trees about 1/3 of a mile down the beach.
He discovered the bones of what was ap-
parently a 50~-foot sperm whale washed up
on shore. They returned to Oceanside
Marina that night, but John already had
ideas of returning to fetch the skull,
the largest intact piece of the skeleton.

THE WATER SPORT PEOPLE

PROFESSIONAL INSTRUCTION
SCUBA ... SAILING ... SWIMMING

Located at the Sun & Surf Motel
508 South Street
Key West, Florida 33040

305-296-5612
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THE DECK

(Formerly THE SANDWICH DECK)

Fresh Quiche Daily
Fresh Shrimp Daily
Escargots
Shrimp Coquille

Plus regular menus
~ for lunch

OPEN
11:30 - 3:00 Monday - Saturday

(closed Sunday)

CHEF RENA BOREL

124 DUVAL PH. 294-76717

S
R S

DIRTY
WORDN

The new adult word game in
the plain brown wrapper.

BIRD IN HAND

where the unusual is usual ...

400 front street * (3051 2066324 * key west. florida 33040
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11 AM9P M. CLOSED WEDNESDAY

UhP Aurient Mariner

Seafood Restaurant & Raw Bar
Now Open

Serving ...

Broiled Lobster, Stone Crab (in season)
Fried Shrimp, Oysters, Scallops
Fish Stuffed with Crab
Oysters and Clams on the Half Shell
Steamed Shrimp — Corn on the Cob
Conch Chowder — Conch Fritters
Salads.and Sandwiches

132 DUVAL ST. 294-0505 - COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE SERVED WITH DINNER

SA"L THE BEAUTIFUL WATERS OF
THE KEYS BEYOND W.S. 1

2

HOURLY
HALF DAY
FULL DAY

/f‘f@moom
doionr

JAIL 'CHARTERS KEY WEST FL

294 = 3/06

"THE SKULL will stay in the side
yard of the house for a few weeks until
the o0il finishes dripping and the smell
goes away. Then it will be moved into
the backyard as a sculpture piece.

A FEW DAYS LATER David and Ephraim
told John they wanted the whale skull for
their Conch house. After a little coaxing,
John went to the marina on Stock Island
and rounded up ten people for a crew.

They sailed that night. Due to the
weather the journey would take them three

Kim Wise
days.

WHEN MY FRIEND Ned Romano, the
brother of well~known resident Frank
Romano, came back to town a few months
ago, he was setting up a seminar to help
smokers give up cigarettes. Ned had done

were helped. I said at the time that if
his program (called Smoke Away Seminars

or S5.A.S5.) was successful here, I would

like to give a write-up to it.

SURE ENOUGH, it was successful.
.A good friend of mine, Susie Latham, a
die-hard, two to three packer with ten
years experience, enrolled in his pxro-
gram, and, -- it works!
now, and while admitting that the coming

feels that she will make it.

I noticed that another friend . of
mine, "Marmee" Hansen, had her picture
in the (¢itizen, followed by the state-
ment that she had given up smoking after
many years thanks to the S.A.S.

Happy ending to a whale of a time at sea

Since the mangrove area was a quart-
er of a mile inland over shallow water,
they had to carry the 650 pound skull
about a quarter of a mile down the beach,
where it was loaded onto an avon raft
‘for towing back to Key West.

I CALLED HER and she told me that
she had smoked for 50 years and was. a
pack-and~a-half a day user. She said
the program made good sense, that there
was not the tradltlonal climbing the

'walls after giving up smoking, and that
"it really works."

Thad Lang and his wife.Margaret
were next on my list to check out. Both
completed the course and have given up
smoking. Margaret said, "You have to be
willing to quit; Ned Romano is a guide,
and you have to trust him. He'll help
guide you to a smoke-free life."

‘ THE RAFT had to be tied in four
places, each side, the front, and the
back, so it could be towed straight
through the water. Two people rode in
the raft to hold the skull and keep it
from puncturing the raft. It was a long
slow ride back to Key West.

The amount of compensation:
for the Sunyata, $60 for the crew,
a night on the town for all.

$100
and

- . - T

Have Buyers

CH Belland / Key Lime Realty/ 294-7322 or 296-8516

Need Property

We Have Buyers For:
Apartments  Warehouses

Motels

s S S

this successfully in Woodstock, New York,
and had testimonials from those there who.

She's not smoklng

. months are not going to be pushovers, she !
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World of Tropical Plants-
Island Ciritters

The People

Creative Key Wes’r
IslandLife

Semces&Busmesses

|

A Brief History
Restoration
Sightseeing
World of the Sea

AT BODKSHOP. 534 FLEMING, & OTHER|SELECTED OUTLETS

FINALLY, I called a Charles Bur-
roughs, a contractor on Big Pine Key.

He was bubbling with enthusiasm about
‘the program and about Ned. He had smoked
-Four to five packs a day for 32 years and
had tried off and on to give up smoking
over the past 15 years. He said also
-tthat you have to want to give up smoking,
and the strength of the program lies in
its ability to prepare the person mental-
1y and physically to actually become a
non~-smoker, "This is what got me over
the hump.," he said. "I couldn't do it on
my own."™.

He's back to jogging and goes a
mile and a half to two miles every even-
ing, and daily his breathing comes easgier.

"I +thank him (Ned Romano) every day
I get up.," Burroughs said.

Pnoto courtesy of Ned Romano.

Thad Lang (left) receives his S.A4.8
diploma from Ned Romano.

WELY.,, it looks like my friend has
delivered the goods. Hats off to ycur

‘Med, and keep up the good work.

Bill Huckel

THE
FULL
MOON
SALOON
AND

'LUNCH ROOM

On January 23xd, 1978, a Key West
Chapter of the National Organization for
Women (N.O.W.) was xeactivated.

At the First Decade Convention held
in Detroit, Michigan, in April, 1977,
N.O.W. pledged its national membership to
the ratification of the Equal Rights Amend-
ment by 1979. They also agreed to con-
tinue working for all other issues af-
fecting women.

The new Monroe County chapter dis=-
cussed many aspects of the woman's move-
ment, but will be primarily centering
its efforts on the ratification of the
E.R.A., in the Florida legislature.

The N.0.W. chapter will have a booth
at the Monroe County Fair February 24th -
March 4, to publicize the work of the
Chapter and distribute information on
the E.R.A. There will be postcards
available, one to send to your state
legislators to let them know of your
support of the Egual Rights Amendment,
and one to ask vour congressman for a
seven year extension for the time of
ratification.

N.0.W. meetings will be held every’
Monday evening at 7:30 p.m. at the Poin-
‘ciana Public School Library.

For further information please con-
tact Marian Glass at 294-6339..

THE EQUAIL RIGHTS AMENDMENT:

Equality of rights under the law
'shall not be denied ‘or abridged by the
United States or by any state on account
of sex,

IN THE AIR UPDATE

IN AN ARTICLE in last month's Sol-
ares Hill I reviewed local radio stations
and concluded that the programming left
much to be desired: "The presentation
is uninteresting, the announcers are
dull, and the music is not worth listen~
ing to in order to hear the few good
songs that are currently popular,"

Scarcely had the ink dried on that

TURN YOUR CONCERT HALL INTO A CAR

KP-292. Under-dash cassetté stereo. A

with PlONCCl? ®

K P-292. Compact cassette with t:onve:-

‘cassette system with locking fast for-
ward and rewind. Automatic replay
after rewind. Automatic eject. Tone and-
- balance controls. Loudness sw1tch And
- slide volume control

| Swirrs 423 Duaval St.

nient mechanism. Locking fast forward
and rewind, Automatic replay. Manual
and automatic eject. Loudness switch,
Volume, tone and balance controls.

- 296-8576
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ONE OF

KEY WESTS

FANEST

SINCE 1950

MARKO
appearing Tues-Sat. 10:30 until 3:30

AL PORTER
on piano for your dining pleasure

DINING — ENTERTAINMENT

“Casual Dining Directly On The Ocean
5 TILL MIDNIGHT

Featurihg * Native Seafood * Prime Beef & B.B.Q.
* SALAD BAR % STEAK PIT % BANQUET FACILITIES

e
 294-1500 — 294-2262
®

IH THE OCEAN MOTEL AREA — FOOT OF SIMONTON ST.

kI T O A

Mrs. Biddles
CANDY STORE

- AND
ICE CREAM PARLOR

‘(I]‘[ll[IlIlr[lilfilIIlIIll|jlllillJ-7'l

= R
HOMEMADE
KEY LIME PIE
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corner simonton& front
MARATHON

KEY WEST AND

.

issue when two new programs were inaug-
urated on WIIS-FM (107.1) as if to re-
fute our conclusion, although they were
planned weeks before, and they help
1ift Key West radio listening out of
the dreary rut of unimaginative same-
ness to which it seemed to be dedicated.

LESLIE JAQUAYS follows Starlight
Concert, the syndicated classical music
program, with "Listen to Leslie" at '
11 p.m. Monday through Saturday, ex-
cept Tuesdays and Thursdays, when she
comes on at midnight. Her "rock, jazz,
soul, disco, everything" continues until
5 a.m., mellowing after 2 a.m. for
"people sitting around hHaving fun."

Leslie is 21 years old and working
in radio for the first time. She sounds
more mature than her years and more at
ease in front of the microphone than is

normal for one of her limited experience.:

Her voice is low enough to avoid the .
screechiness of most female microphone
voices. Unlike the announcers on the
other contemporary music stations,

WKIZ and WKWF, Leslie programs her show
to her own taste, using her personal
record collection. Her selections are
therefore limited until she builds up
her library, but her taste seems to suit
Key West better than the national charts
and surveys used by the other stations.

BILL LORRAINE, who is well known
to Key Westers as the editor of the
Key West Arts Review, the organizer of
the Frangipani Music Festival, and a
musician (currently at the Hukilau Sun-
days and Mondays), presents three hours
of "Classic Moods" starting at.7 p.m.

. Tuesdays and Thursdays.

(Starlight Concert, which normally
runs from 9 to 11, begins at 10 Tuesdays
and Thursdays.) :

Bill programs for "melody rather
than virtuosity," bringing together a
variety of related musical pieces. The
selections are conservative: the casual
classical listener will rarely hear any-
thing unfamiliar.

A,

THE AQUARIUM

[PRSEEASY §
e

Green Turtles
Sharks Eels

LARGE SELECTION OF
‘Reef Tropical Fish
Daily shark feeding 3 pm
o " Also next door ... ©

 SHELL WAREHOUSE

QUARTER OF A MILLION DOLLARS IN SHELLS
ON HAND AT ALL TIME

SHELLS FROM FLORIDA AND
AROUND THE WORLD

SPECIMEN SHELLS AVAILABLE
 MALLORY SQUARE

Free Parking and Free Admission
For Shell Warehouse

. ful music" format.

A recent evening's fare included
Debussy's La Mer, Mendelssohn's Violin
Concerto in E Minor, Tchaikovsky's
Symphony #4 in F Minor, Respighi's
orchestral suite The Birds, Ravel's
Bolero, Vivaldi's Concerto for Two Violin
inm ¢, Chopin waltzes, and the Overture 'to
William Tell. .

1L.ESLIE'S, PROGRAM depends on her
own good taste in-.contemporary nmusic,

~and Bill's draws on his considerable

background in classical music. Both

are locally produced and appeal to a
significant segment of the listening
public. We feel that in initiating-
these new programs WIIS has taken a long -
step toward accomplishing its stated in-
tention of fulfilling the music listen-
ing needs of those Key Westers who are
not satisfied with WKIZ and WKWF's brands
of contemporary music or WFYN's "beauti-

Richard Marsh

CONGRATULATIONS and thanks to the
Though al-~

folks at the Carriage House.

most gutted by a recent fire, the house
. <

RESTAURANT

Fresh daily, -
right-from-the-ocean
SEAFOOD
Raw Oysters -
Shrimp Steamed in Beer
- Conch Chowder -
Lobster & Turtle Steak
Homemade Key Lime Pie -

908 Caroline St.

- Open 11:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. Dail‘y' ,
294—9005 ';

has been speedily and tastefully re-
stored. How nice that the owners got
it together so fast! And again what a
pleasure it is to pass by this beauti-
ful corner:

Quartet tours w
regulariy in
in the more

N N
vals throughaout oo

THE SECOND and third concerts of
this season's Casa Gato concerts, fea-
turing the Zagreb Quartet, the official
quartet of Zagreb, Yugoslav1§, gcom—
posed of two violinists, a violist, and
a cellist), will take place at 9:00 p.m.
on Good Friday evening, March 24th, and
Holy Saturday evening, March 25th, at
the former cigar baron's mansion at
1209 Virginia Street.
of tickets are available for the per-

¥

The proceeds of the concerts
are to benefit the newly formed Key West

formance .

i1 on the Arts. Tic@ets for the
gggﬁing, which will also include re- .
freshments, are $8.50 for each concgiu
or $15 for two concerts and’are.avglor
able at the following locations: %
Richard's Buttery, Key West Rockcra t,r
and The Book Shop on Fleming Street, ©
by callindg 204-0717 or 204-3269.

The repertoire of the Zagreb Quartet

of the standard Str%ng
well as many compositions
a esastern Buropean conpes*

includes most
1iterature as

by central ap :
ers, seldom heard by our audiences.

A iimited number

The
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..AND YOU'LL LIKE OUR PRICES!

The Honda Express

Roli along at a top speed of 30 mph with the gaseé of

t There's
i “svcle, It's the Honda Express! Thel
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“Easy to maintain, getg over
100 mpg.

Layawgy Now For
Christmas!
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Ernest Hemingway
Home and Museum
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-.the casual observer,

" the mid 1940°'s.

THE ANALOGY may not be obviocus to
but historians and
private detectives share a common bond:

a desire to "get the facts" and to as~-
semble a reality from the chaos of dis-
jointed bits and puzzle pieces. Yester—
day's worn and battered antique may have
the appearance of a shabby, outmoded in-
convenience to some, easily eliminated by
modern technology and suitable only for
the trash can, but the sensitive eye of
the antigquarian may detect a dusty treas-
ure which can conjure up a vivid picture
of a bygone age. It is in the best Pink-
erton tradition that the following in-
teresting local story was pieced together:

AFTER THE DEATH of her parents Mary
Anne became interested in trying to re-
pair and prevent the further decay of
what could be loosely described as the
typical two-story Key West Conch house
in the 500 block of Simonton Street into
which her parents and she had moved in
The house had a multitude
of typically tropical Key West problems
-=- faulty plumbing (although its former’
owner was a plumber who had lived in it
for forty years!), flaking paint, and
countless termites: inconvenient by
scme standards, but then not so much
different from the homes of friends and
acqguaintances, and generally about the
best that could be expected from a remote
1x3 tropical island isolated on the
fringes of the Caribbean by miles of

received the island of Key West as a

War Times Illustrated was not only writ-
ten by an enlisted man, but by a man who
served in both the Army and the Navy

during this troubled period. Mention is

ROBERT AND CARDLINE KEMP WATSN

the diary all the more remarkable is the

WHO IS ROBERT WATSON? cow o sy e o

is credited with "three cattle and hogs "
land valued at $150, and $50 capital.
Several subsequent years of the local

. tax records are missing, but in 1874

they continue again, and in that year he
is shown as owning one house, one store,
and one lot in the section known as

tract 50, Since there is no other Robert
Watson appearing on the tax rolls, it
would appear that this was the same man,
but there is still nothing definite to
link him with the Civil War diary.

THE PICTURE becomes clearer, of
course, as more plieces are added to the
puzzle, but the guestions continue to
pop up. «

According to the records of St.
Paul's Episcopal Church at Duval and
Eaton Streets, Robert Watson and Caroline
Elizabeth Kemp were married in the- church
in the spring of 1868. 1Is it also pos-
sible that he built the house at about
this time as a home for his new wife and
a place to raise a family?

FROM 1874 on the records read some-
what like a monopoly board, as both his
brother George (whom he frequently men-
tions in his diaxy) and he acquire houses
and lots, particularly in a section of
Key West known as tract 13. Both brother:
end up owning most of the lots in this
tract., In 1878 Robert, who is the less
affluent of the two, is shown on the tax
rolls as owning seven of them! As one

on Simonton Street was constructed, but

terior architectural detail and its in-
consistency throughout the building,

Mary Anne's house was clearly a mixture
of architectural styles ranging from
later nineteenth to mid-twentieth century.
Heavily paneled doors with transoms above
them (unusual for Key West), bull's eye
motifs at the tops of doors and window
moldings, as well as double-paned window
sashes (rather than the older six over
six sashes), harkened back to the latter
part of the last century, while beaver-
board and sheetrock walls and a simpli-
city of design gave mute testimony to

the hurried pace of the twentieth century.

THE MAJOR CONCERN in constructing a
house in Key West during the 1800's was
the frequency of hurricanes which swept
in from the Caribbean with an all too
frequent unpredictability. Most homes
on the island were constructed by the
best local craftsmen -- ship's carpenters,
who were highly skilled men familiar with
shipbuilding techniques and the stresses
and strains to which wooden vessels were
subjected. Life so close to the sea had
many similarities to living on the sea
itself, with its high humidity and en-
croaching moisture, and during a hurri-
cane a house could pitch and roll almost
as much as any ship on a stormy sea.

The strong winds accompanying these

hull of a sailing ship would swell with
a rise in humidity, sealing out moisture
from rain or the frequent summer storms.

MARY ANNE'S house conformed to the’
common Key West Conch style in all these
respects with one interesting exception.
The walls in the older section of the
house were not of the distinctive tongue
and groove bodrds, but plastered! Was
it possible that these same plastered
walls reflected a motif that Robert Wat-
son had noticed and admired during the.
brief period after the war when he was
forced to spend time in Washington, D.C.,
and New York City? It was mere specula-
tion that this was a northern feature
{and probably one of the few) that he
liked well enough to include in the new
house into which he moved his young
family.

ANOTHER INTERESTING FEATURE of the
local and State Historical Department of
the library is the large volume of photo-
copies of the Sanborn maps of the older
sections of Key West. These maps, which
cover a period of about twenty years and
were drawn up by the Sanborn Publishing
Company of Broadway, New York, show the
various streets of the city, property
boundaries, and existing buildings. Ac-

19

an extensive compilation of statistics
relating to various Key West families

and their genealogies. This two-volume
work (alsoc in the local historical depart-

. ment of the library), which was published

in 1937 and is the fruit of the labors of
a number of local Key West residents,

not only had the information on Mary
Anne's family tree that she was seeking,
but also a fairly extensive section on
the Watson clan. Not only is mention
made of Robert Watson's Civil War diary,
but it gives an outline of his military
career and includes a photograph of Wat-
son and his wife. '

SOME OLD TIMERS who can remember
back to. the early years of this. century
likely still recall the tall bearded
figure known as "0ld Man Watson," whose
stern intelligent features stare out of
this photograph.

Most of the puzzle pieces were now
in place, at any rate enough to connect
the diary of Reobert Watson to the house
on Simonton Street. According to the
Civil War Times Illustrated, Watson's
diary is in the Cornell University Library
at Ithaca, New York, but a phone call to
Cornell revealed that only a type-written
copy is in their possession. . According
to their records this copy was supplied
to them a number of years ago by a Maurice

: water and tenuous ferry connections. . ) who is familiar with the geography of the L : . e e

L : . o ‘ - (CReA. 1900 Lo city might surmise, this greg wis later to ,///// \\\,__ T

. . BOTH AN INTEREST in learning some- become Watson Street, which now runs be- i 2 i SR

i thing about the house in which she had tween Truman Avenue and United Street. S

. lived for the past thirty years as well made of his participation in the battle . 2,

- as something about her family tree brought of Chicamauga -- one of the important A NOT QUITE insignificant bit of in- = 2 ‘:?E;' N

. Mary Anne to the local and State Historical southern skirmishes --, his experiences formation also appears on the 1878 tax e e _ﬁ§§m ;

L Section of the Fleming Street Library. on a Confederate ship in the Savannah roll. Robert is also assessed for a o s El=] = §§ Iy |-

" With her Mary Anne brought the abstract River, his transferral to battle lines in. carpenter shop on Ann Street. It would —d = S — §§ g

Ta for her property. <(This is the ream of Virginia where he was taken prisoner appear from this bit of information that® = oy = Ny s o

1 paper which traces the property back three days before the war ended, and a - the man is not unfamilar with woodworking — 1= = == ‘§§ g //

v through time and its. various owners al- post-war period in Washington, D.C., at techniques and likely was capable of —1 = [= 3 o ,
i most to the original Indian inhabitants!) the time of President Lincoln's assassina- building his own home. Because of the SRS N
. Among the names on Mary Anne's abstract ~tion. Diaries written by naval personnel missing tax records it is impossible to ih‘tmﬁ‘ LT '7~¥‘//{,
. were notables such as Juan Salas, who ~are virtually non-existent, but what makes determine the exact year that the house n J : A N T

grant from the Spanish crown, and John fact that it was written by a young man apparently it was sometime between 1869, .8 I e ] == = = 3
Simonton, the Mobile businessman who who grew up and spent most of his life- the year of purchase stated on the prop- : = = = =
bought it from Salas and proceeded to ‘time in Key West. This man's name was © erty abstract and one year after his 7~ — — —% = R S
carve it up like potroast. Little is Robert Watson. marriage, and 1874, the year that the tax - = ‘ = == SRS
remembered of the latter man other than : g ‘records pick up again and the house is X ——— = i B
the fact that he bought "the Rock" from THE QUESTION of course still remained: first mentioned on the rolls. | RS

the Spanish don for the ridiculous figure
of $2000, and somewhere along the line
someone decided to name one of Key West's

major streets after him. : :

IN PERUSING the abstract, Betty

"novations)?

Was this the same Robert Watson whose

name is on Mary Anne's property abstract
and who once owned this section known as
Tract 50 (another of John Simonton's in-
The next matter, of course,
was to try to determine if this was the

IT IS TYPICAL of many of the frame

. houses in .the older sections of Key West

that.they are often a combination of
styles and building techniques. Such is
the case with Mary Anne's house. A

oy
]
it

H =

Bruce, the affable historian who makes .. case. - The date of purchase by Robert - house was usually built in conformity .
: this section of the library her head- Watson which was recorded on the property with the styles and tastes of a particular .
: guarters, noticed among the pages of abstract was 1869. The Civil War had’ time and generally determined by the
: names and previous owners one name in lasted from 1861 to 1865. Was it plaus- technology. of "the period, but .as the °
v _particular, that of one Robert Watson, ible that this was theé same veteran who, family grew and man's twentieth century
¢ who owned the property from 1869 to 1886. returning from the war, now in his early impulse to surround himself with posses- N
‘. His purchase price at the time was $400, thirties and-still a youndg man, had de- - sion upon possession came to the fore, - —~ AN
i and ‘he ‘sold the property seventeen years cided to invest in a piece of the island: the original confines of the house became '
o later for $4000 -- apparently with some on which he grew up? This was a distinct too restrictive, and the house had to
L improvements. The name "Robert Watson" possibility and a potential piece of the grow too. Affluence may allow the neces-
o _stuck in Betty's mind, and she headed puzzle, but not convincing enough evi- sary wherewithal to perform these reno-
for the stacks. . dence to link this Robert Watson with vations, but as is often the case with T e
' She returned shortly with a copy of the important Civil War document. More. many renovated .local buildings.they lack
the April 1976 Civil War Times Illustrated, parts had to be gathered, more questions a purity of design and often have a :
an attractive monthly periodical devoted asked, in an effort to assemble a com- jumbled appearance. The less affluent. cording'fo Mary Anne's property abstract P. Condrick of St. Petersburg. HOw this .

;:*M_Z,’,»-—';’.‘_-, P %7;_._ KR TP : .

[

to articles and information on various

ians and men who served in the war, but
most dealing with military experiences

‘were written by officers, and there are
few which have come down to us which

were written by enlisted men.

THE DIARY described in thé Ccivil

plete or more accurate picture.

f£ilm, and they are another accessible N
feature of the historical section.of the
local library. The name Robert Watson
first appears on the 1866 Key West tax

.rolls, but he is listed only as a male

of voting age and with no property. ‘
In 1867 his name appears again, and he

family, on-the other hahd, probably

actually restores rather than renovates.
(To those who would forget the meaning
of the two texms, the former means “to
return to a former state", while the
latter means simply "to make new again".)

JUDGING FROM both interior and .ex-

_stornmis could force a stone or brick -

as.compared with a pile of crumbled
masonry. Interior wooden walls of tongue
and groove, boards so distinctive of Conch
‘houses were as well not an accidental
characteristic or a cop-out from plaster-
ed walls so popular at the.time in north-
ern regions. The wooden wallg like the

Watson was assesed in 1874. ;
Sanborn map the house has grown to its

present rambling size, probably because
“of additions by subsequent owners. :

THE CLINCHEﬁ came of‘cours§ when
Mary Anne picked up a copy of K%nfolks,

copy ‘came to be in his possession and the

aspects of the American Civil War ~- ob~ learned to make do with less, and house off its ndation, but a frame the Simonton:Street property was. sold by : : : “OU5F i
viously a must for every Civil War buff. X IT HAS OFTEN BEEN SAID that both x house we see today is often é handggﬁer- house with beaiguand supéorting members Robert Watson in 1886, but the earliest »iz??iliﬁ giiEQZnigtff;agéaiﬁybodifslguZ:s.
A great deal of space in this particular death and taxes are inescapable entities, monument. Alteration -- the removal of of mahogany and other strong tropical Sanborn map (1889) clearly shows a house S R '

issue was devoted to a disdry written duxr- and apparently Key Westers have been architectural detail as well as its woods would shift with the wind and (although_somewhat smaller than the present

“ing +the Civil War which is considered dying and paying taxes for quite & long reverse -- has had its adverse effects on settle back to its original place. If one and without a porch) and a gtore and
“rare among Civil War diaries. Many time. Local tax records are fairly com- Conch architecture -- as elsewhere! —- the building did come off its foundation shed on the lot in tract 50.‘~The store 7

~diaries of course were written by civil- plete and have been committed to micro- ~and ‘it is the rare case where the owner it could be replaced relatively intact, is apparently the one for whlgg‘ﬁgzeiglz 'NEXT MONTH: THE JOURNAL OF ROBERT WATSON
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JAIL MESS

by Mack nyden

IT'S NO SECRET that the Key West
city jail is a horrible place. Jails
usually are, of course, but the city
pokey here is probably worse than most.
Former prisoners testify to it, the
police admit it, and a county judge
thinks it should be closed.

Two incidents a week apart in Feb-
ruary were supposedly triggered by what
one of the prisoners called the "dis-
gusting” conditions at the jail. One
night a group of prisoners who tore up a
toilet and threw pieces at the guards
had to be subdued with water hoses. A
week later two women prisoners attacked
a jailer with a wrench and a night stick,
and one said later she'd have done "any-
thing" to . get out of the place.

FORMER PRISONERS told Sclares Hill
“that conditions in the jail range from
"okay" to intolerable. They said there

~ population than any city in the country.

ated there were 18 to 20 people in a ?

nine-by-fourteen foot cell, no blankets.,

"no bunks, and the concrete walls and .

floor were damp. “It's a-desperate
situation, and there's nothing you can
do about it when you're in there," he
said.

. P
TWO BASIC FACTORS combine to make e

the jail situation bad for everybody on
both sides of the bars. First, the city

frills, basic services to its law-abiding
citizens. Second, Key West proba?ly has
more moneyless street people for its

If you can't legally eat, sleep or

travel in a town -- and you can't without
money in Key West -- you stand a good
chance of ending up in the slammer.

COUNTY JUDGE Lester Garringer said

w”,taken care of").

state requires the city to maintain
certain minimum standards for a minimum
security holding facility such as Key
West's. The state Department of Offender
Rehabilitation periodically sends an in-

" gpector down for surprise visits, but

Police Chief Winston (Jimmy) James said
the inspection reports are not public
record and declined to let Solares Hill
look at the latest one.

DEPUTY CHIEF RODRIGUEZ read parts of
a report made last June (he declined to

. rovide no- 1““"nlet Solares Hill read it, saying the
has just enough money to p - .report contained a description of "a

personnel problem that has since been
"We can meet the re-
gquirements," he said, "by re-doing the
ventilation system, painting the cells,
fixing cracks in the floors (water often
drips into the. courtroom below), and

f' making alterations in the women's cell.
Y. We'll probably have *o have a full-time

matron for the women eventually."

MEANWHILE, the police and other
city officials say they're doing the
best they can with what they've got.
And anyone considering violating a city
ordinance in Key West is hereby advised

that what they've got is pretty unpleasant.

[Editor's note.

I called Tallahassee and asked <if
the reports on jail conditions by the
Office of Prisoner Rehabilitation were
elaseified information, or if they were
publiec record. They told me that they .
were public record. Part of a report
on the Key West Jail, dated October 30,
1977, veads: "This faeility is in very
deplorable condition...there is not
sufficient staff to run place...ventila-
tion is poor and lighting ie insuffiecient
.. ithe entirve jail is in need of repaint-
ing...there is no fire plan...”

--W.H.]
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the city needs "a stockade" to accommo- Vi
date all the offenders that come through f
his court (170 bond hearings in January b
alone), and that he feels the city jail [

;

s

}

are rarely enough sheets and blankets to
go around, soap and towels often aren't
provided, lights stay on around the clock,
and cells are packed to the limit and are
generally dirty. Some said a lack of
reading material contributes to the oc-
currence of vandalism and fights.

108 Dunal F.. Hoy West, Fa.
pecialiying in th finest frsh frodh and spinit
sénwing dinmer 6 pom. - 11 fpom.
f&mulhh¢wf5uﬁmoﬁ&uau¢buwnqhahé
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should be closed. He said he gets a

"significant" number of complaints about
the lack of sheets, towels, soap, tooth- =
brushes, etc. in the jail. '"The county b

LA SO M S B4 A SO DUt &

\
§

Some former prisoners said they . ; j - , :
B thought the conditions were intentionally ihould ?iviha cer}tral bogking o:fglce";mfi THE: SE:COND SIOR_Y
i I e bad so transients arrested for misde- dguig at‘ e pilﬁoners, € said. € r§ P sexwing lals’ ing insesislibles
| . 921 meanors wouldn't stay in Key West when plicating work. e - ;
N i ¥ they got out of jail. "It's one way to . ?
il 7 b . i keeg ?undesirablgs' out," said one Y DEPUTY POLICE CHIEF Larry Rodriguez
. 2 N 4 " "
g i \ "They want the word to get out that Key gggttﬁﬁ?ngga:stggagaéid ig&glghgig sgfd I05-296-6438
ar} pus W 4 .u N - i - -
| ! est is a bad place to get busted it's impossible to keep enough. "The B
\ ] T 520 FRANT &1, 1 A A MAN who was jailed last month said bastards tear up everything you give then\,";

he said. %They flush towels and pieces
of blankets down the toilets, they rip i
the fixtures off the wall, they make robes |
and shoes out of blankets. In October I
had new mattresses for every bunk (there
are 18 in the jail), and now I've got b
to order again. They destroy them. Some | .
mornings whe -e go up there it's a dis- L
aster,"

Rodriguez said two jailers are on
duty during the day but only one is on L
at night. "He has to come down to take b
their belongings and fingerprint them, L
and when he goes back it's a mess. The b
ingenuity of some prisoners is unbelievableif
They'll destroy anything they put their i
minds to."

he saw three men in the jail who were
being denied medical attention. '"One
had pus coming out of his ears, another
one had open sores on his hand, and
another guy had badly swollen legs.
They'd been trying to get some kind of

Lo ] attention for three davs," he said.
He said that when he was incarcer-

"~ Key West Pro Dive Sh,nn; Inc.

1605 North Roosevelt Boulevard
Key West, Florida 33040

' 296-3823
DAILY REEF TRIPS
| gm— “Professional.

Skindiving
~School”

. THE DEPUTY CHIEF pointed out a hole ;
in the ceiling of a cell that a prisoner i
had torn open with his head.. "We patched
up his head,” he said. "Now we got to do
the roof." ’
Regardless of the problems the in-
mates make for themselves, hoWever, the
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- SALES — SERVICE — RENTALS — AIR
~ COMPLETE SELEBTIQN OF MAJOR EQUIPMERT -

TAKE OUT SERVICE AVAILABLE
| OPEN DAILY 'TIL 4 AM
208 DUVAL ST.

| NOTJUST A GROCERY ...
~ BUT A SOCIAL CENTER |

. 522 Fleming St. e Ph. 296-5663
| Open 8 am - 7 pm Mon-Sat ' 8» am - 6 pm Sundays
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[ rae fart MISS LANAY

A Serving Dinrer and me

, ~ written and illustrated by A. Knight
Closed Tuesdays o

t:\] Beer & Wine

425 Front Street
294-6707

KEY WEST'S MOST
INTIMATE RESTAURANT

MASTER CHARGE
BANKAMERICARD
AMERICAN EXPRESS

KEY WEST'S MOST

: INTIMATE RESTAURANT
k 4\'\

OPEN 9 AM -11PM
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310 Front St., Key West, Florida [J Ph. 294-2042

TYHRD UP RUTHL RORGAN SIPING <o,

N
|

I MET Miss Lanay, not by walking the docks for she is a
class lady not to be picked up, but was introduced through the
CETA Shrimp School program in which I was enrolled at the time.
She sat at the dock and was the smallest in size there.
I figured by stepping off the distance two paces for five feet ‘ VIO OF BPEK DESK, WINGH AND ICE WOLE RTCH SVER,
that she was forty to fifty feet long. Her wood hull was :

built about 1962 or '64 with new fiberglass water tanks.

of tﬁe here and now moment.
THE WEATHER held up our trip a few days, and we cleaned
and painted her well taken care of body. She loocked so pretty,

IT BEING FEBRUARY, we had cold fronts and the shrimping

| clean, and well cared for. On Sunday, Franklin Stevens, the was poor and we got only one box (100 pounds) of shrimp. But RS Pt '
3 Just 4s T Finisnca baking some whole wRest saisin meosnS the people of this bost, Captain Franklin, and Zbrsham dia , PURVEYORS OF FINE IMPORTED AND HAND CRAFTED GOODS
P P just as I finished baking some whole wheat raisin pecan honey - their job in a gentlemanly fashion, and we had no injuries or .

B P s - bread for the trip. Off we rode to Stock Island to meet David, damage to rigs or nets. A cold front brought us in, and the ) SILVER JEWELRY
. I a fellow classmate, and Abraham, the rigman, who, I found out ! school coordinator (Ski) came out to the Morgan Shrimp Company | : )

l'( c a . later, is a fine chef besides being an able seaman. . e Ist]iand andtpzlliled Dzzgezgg mengfng;zadg;naz{: E:_ TBETAN CARPETS

i she i ; : let two more students ge e exp 2. $ s

T )y o , THE LIFE of a fisherman on the sea in wooden ships is signed' from school to sail south to Belize with fgnd IEETcl)rles WALL HANG'NGS

5 ? ¥ dEEInitelzha squﬁiu{l:', reltglou§ gxPiﬁlencié zlﬁe gu:rlsg_e{,: the ‘ of Key West. I hope to return to Key West, and, hope Y FINE ”(AT WEAV|NGS

: _ sunsets, the nig ime, the wind, the cold, the intensity

$ s : ’ »

the Miss Lanay will still be here with her joyful crew.

' | | ~ CHINESE TOOTHPASTE

(305) 294-5315
217 DUVAL

F.f,fﬁawé‘"i&o ' JIMMY BUFFETT T-SHIRTS

K 748 Duval Street, Key West, Florida 33040~ 296-6300 )

e

For elegance without extravagance

QUEEN'S TABLE

, DINNER
with Johnny Pritchard at the piano
5:30 p.m. to' 11:00 p.m.

LUNCH
Noon ‘til 2:15 p.m.

o g . A ' i - ‘ - s : T iaraastiily g B ; » . £
 BREAKFAST | g ' SE S B 1 i T e ‘ ; Ch@ZNANQ/ .
7:00 am. to 11:00 a.m. ' MR ] . et /A B« N : . o ) | L : ) : G
v f . H' l’ » P o ‘ ‘ ,"" "i"” l;“s \_%::_:_{" l y \ . , - - V ) v i ;
¥ LN ~ T g | '

: ) ; B T
~Sunday Brunch RES AURANT
- Cocktails in the popular

WEST INDIES LOUNGE B I I ; o ? : = ' _ R S : - We have it alll Sumptuous recipes from the continent, a
‘ NOO“ ’ti'za-m- [Pt ! ‘ : o - ".l"““'; 1'.; g T . ) ' 2 . L

tropical waterfront atmosphere with music to match, and y éur » -
own private view of the famous island sunsets. L

AT THE SANTA MARIA MOTEL [305] 296»5673
140i SIMONTON 'ST. . KEY WEST, FLORIDA

s ' . : : : k Atthe Ramada Ine on the Gulf of Mexico '+ - 3420 North Roosevelt Boulevard *
VIEN OF THS WHEEL WouSE |
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RED DOORS

side of the street away from the water
was zoned HP-1, which prohibits bars,

photos and article by Richard Marsh with the enactment of the Zoning Ordin-

WHEN IS A BAR not a bar?

When beverages are no longer served
to the public, the bar furnishings are
removed, and the doors are closed and
remain closed for several years?

Or when hotel and restaurant 1li-
censes are no longer purchased and the
building is used for a single family
dwelling?

'

IT MIGHT SEEM reasonable to assume
that when a building is not operated as

The 800 Caroline property

a bar and is not furnished as a bar that
it is not a bar, regardless of what it
may have been in the past. But this
guestion is at the heart of an issue
that is currently before Circuit Judge
J. Lancelot Lester, and when seemingly
simple gquestions become couched in legal
terms and shrouded in unknown motives,
nothing is simple anymore.

This is a complicated matter. The
proven facts are few but stable. The
truth is probably hidden in rumor and

ance in 1969. However, many non-conform-
© ing uses were "grandfathered in,". that
is, allowed to continue in non-conform-
ance with HP-1, under certain circum-
stances.

supposition. There are more questions
than answers. We will lay out the sit-
uation piecemeal and refrain from at-
tempting to connect elements that are

not provably related. .
BUT ACCORDING TO Section VI, 6 (e):

"When a nonconforming use of a structure,
or structure and premises in combination,
is discontinued or abandoned for six (6)
consecutive months or for eighteen (18)
months during any three-year period
(except when government action ilmpedes
access to the premises), the structure,
or structure and premises in combination,
shall not thereafter be used except in
conformance with the regulations of the
district in which it is located."

Since the Red Doors had not been
used as a bar for more than six months,
the Birminghams felt assured that it
could not again operate as a bar with-
out a zoning variance, which they would
surely contest. ) .

WHEN JANIE AND BILL Birmingham
bought an old house at 809 Sawyer Lane
in May 1975 to renovate and live in,
they decided that a nearby bar, the
Mascot, down the lane and around the
corner at 812 Caroline, would be a tol-
erable nuisance. The nearest other
bars are blocks away.

THE RED DOORS INN, 800 Caroline at
William, had a long and often lurid
history as a colorful waterfront tavern
until 1972. The sidewalks outside often
ran red with some of that color, and,
although its name changed from the Horse-
shoe Bar in the 1950's to the Wagon
Wheel Tavern in the 1960's to the Red
Doors Inn in 1969, it was frequently
referred to shudderingly as "The Bucket
of Blood." )

. THE BIRMINGHAMS moved into their
" house in January 1976.

In November 1976 Lynn Williams
sold the 800 Caroline property to
Widow's Walk Ltd., Inc., of Winter Park,
Florida. In conversations with Williams,
the Birminghams learned that the new
owners intended to use the property as
a bar. ’

THE FACT that the Red Doors prop-
erty abuts on the Birminghams' back
yard did not disturb Bill and Janie,
because under Lynn Williams' ownership,
beginning in 1973, the Red Doors had
not been used as a bar. In fact, ac-
cording to Williams, it was closed as
a bar in July 1972. The Red Doors had
not operated as a bar for nearly three
years when the Birminghams bought their
house. They felt protected by the city's
Zoning Ordinance (Ordinance 69~29, Ap-
pendix A in the Code of Ordinances),
which seems to state clearly that the
Red Doors can no longer operate as a
bar. '

-AT THAT POINT and for the next
several months the Birminghams checked
. regularly with Madeline (Inky) Bean,
Administrative Aide to Director Woodsy
Niles at the City's Building and Zoning
Department, to see if 800 Caroline could
become a bar, or if anyone had inquired
" about. opening a bar there. Mrs. Bean

consistently answered that the property
. was zoned HP-1 and could not become a
. bar.

e Mg P 8 £ 0

The 800 block of Caroline on the-

- Manny James, City Manager Ron Stack,

25

ALARMED BY evidence of continued
and extensive reconstruction going on
inside the Red Doors building, and
realizing that the new owners would need
approval from the Monroe County Health
Department to obtain a liguor license,
the Birminghams contacted Bob Keller,
Monroe County Health Inspector, in June
1977. B

Keller told them that Geoiffrey Ball,
a representative of Widow's Walk, had
shown him plans and drawings of a pro-
posed bar to be named The Chandlery and
stated that Widow's Walk intended to
operate the bar at 800 Caroline. Keller
also said that Ball had shown him a
letter signed by then-City Attorney

‘—§%f$:‘

Fine Hand Coloured Prints

and Building and Zoning Department Dir-
ector Woodsy Niles that said that the
Red Doors property could be used for
commercial purposes, including a bar.

[7th-19th Century Originals
_ Suitable For

Investment And Collectors.
S pecialties

THE BIRMINGHAMS called Ron Stack
to ask him about the letter. He denied
knowledge of it, but called the Zoning
Department to ask if they knew anything.

As it happened, Ball was in the
Zoning Department office at that moment
with the forms for a liquor license and
the James-Stack-Niles letter, waiting
for Niles to sign his final official
approval on the liquor license forms.
Stack had the approval temporarily
halted. The Birminghams were not able
to obtain a copy of the letter at that
time.

The Birminghams then presented a
petition with the signatures of 25 of
their neighbors to James, Stack, Niles,
and Mayor Sonny McCoy and the City
Commissioners demanding "an immediate
public hearing in reference to the re-
cent zoning approval (i.e., the letter)
for the corporation known as Widows
Walk, Ltd., to operate a non-conforming
business (bar and/or supper c¢lub) at
800 Caroline Street, which is now in
an Historic Preservation One zoned

Botanical - Zoological - Caricatures
Early tllustrated books bought.

Ronald D. Rubin
518
Elizabeth Street

‘Key West, Florida 33040

305-296-3129 12 Noon 5 p.m.
And evenings by appointment
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LARGEST SELECTION
‘OF MEN’S AND WOMEN'’S
TENNISWEAR IN KEY WEST

GRAND OPENING
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~ SPECTACULARS

50% OFF SELECTED ITEMS
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These Key West Frangipani

Paim Frond Baskets come in two.
sizes; sprinkled with dried spring
flowers and cellophane wrapped.

Gift Basket #645 contains Bubble
" Bath, After Bath Bon-bon, 3 bars of
Frangipani Soap and Dusting
TEN N IS Powder ... all for $25.00. __ /&
/ 3
! A
Gift Basket #646 / N,
contains f
Splash
' | Cologne,
; Body Wash
: U ' anda
‘f sponge Bath -
g ; Mitt ...
for $14.95.

4
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GIVE THE PERFECT

EASTER GIFT
EY WEST B
NGIPANI | g
BASKETS '
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'BEFORE YOU BUY,
SEE WHY PUCH IS NG.1

nentslike motor
-~ andframeare
:  built by Puch.

‘Which

means a

moped you
. Wl ———  can trust.
o N/  Amoped

that'smore fun
‘because you spend your
- time riding it, not bringing
it back to us for minor
-surgery. = :
Look them all over, be-
fore you decide which one

Being the No. 1 Moped
isn't easy.
And it's not easy to ex-
plain. But we'll try. ,
Puch mopeds are pretty
much built by hand.

Eachone s fully assem- ~ youwant. ¥ PUCH,
bled, started up Wedid. T THE .t
 » andtested, before That’s ~r

y itleavesthefactory why we :
| Key compo- - sell Puch.” - OPED-

B} PUCHPUCHPUIGHPUC:HPUCBPUCHPQCHFU CHPLUCH

TSMOPED) (Z-MOPED) (- MOPED
HOSPITAL | | HOSPITAL | | HOSPITAL

524 Front Street, Key West, Florida 33040
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Antiques Refurbished
Quality Custom Work
By Appointment Only

Bill Emery 294-6794

JERRY
THE DRAGON

Exotic & Tropical Catering |

Phone
294-6002

JANICEWAGONER
PHOTOGRAPHER

(305) 294-6043
KEY WEST, FLA.

PHONE 2353131

05 DUVAL STREET
KEY WEST, FLA.

AMERICAN

portsmens @

A0 N: Roosevell Bled Key Wesy Um

Gerry's Cayo Hueso Dining Room

Open Dailv 7 AM. te 10 B
Servang Breakiast Lunch and Binner

3‘ Breakfast Speciafs 99¢
Daily Dinner Specials from $3.95

Buddy Chavez Combo
Friday & Saturday, 9:30 p.m_ 'til

N COVERCHARGE N TOUNGE

P & H OFFICE SERVICE

o

Manuscripts » Resumes ¢ Reports .
Forms & Agreements ® Correspondence

Bookkeeping ¢ Secretarial Service
Foot of Margaret St.  Lands End Viilage

district." The petition noted that
approval was given without notification
to. the residents of the area and asked
that "any further licensing be halted
until there can be a thorough investi-
gation."

NO RESPONSE came from City Hall,
but the proposed bar at 800 Caroline,
which was scheduled for a November 1977
cpening, has not opened.

The Birminghams and some of their
neighbors hired attorney Joe Galletti
and entered into a class suit against
Widow's Walk, the 01d Island Restora- -
tion Commission, and the City of Key
West, asking the court for a declatory
judgement to keep 800 Caroline from
being used as a bar.

The Birminghams' position is that
800 Caroline cannot be used as a bar
because it has not been used as a bar
for more than six months, citing the
above section from the Zoning Ordinance.

IN ANSWER to an interrogatory from
Galletti, William Rowland, an officer of
Widow's Walk, Inc., and its attorney,
included a copy of the elusive letter
from City Hall approving 800 Caroline
for commercial use. Here is the text
of the letter, which is dated October

6, 1976, and written on then-City Attorney

Manny James' letterhead and signed by
James, Stack, and Niles:

Gentlemen:

"Please be advised that in regards
to your recent inquiry concerning the
Red Doors Inn located at 800 Caroline
Street, Key West, Florida, we offer the
following opinion.

"The Red Doors Inn is located in
an HP-1 Area which would normally pro-
hibit commercial activities, but since
the property has been used as a com-
mercial property prior to the adoption
of Ordinance 69-29, and the Division of
Hotels and Restaurants has issued 1i-

| o ool i renkal, sless
| ﬁcrvicc ad ;:/’con&o.

711 Eisenfiower Or.
294-3073

whdoue

censes for the establishment for the
past several years and since the prop-
erty has not been used as a single

family residence, it is therefore our

.decision that the property can continue

to be used for commercial activities.
The property has not lost it's commer-
cial usage as opposed to a single family
residence usage. We should also keep
in mind the many businesses and commer-
cial establishments which abound in ex-
tremely close proximity to the subject
property.

"A restaurant, gourmet food shop,

lounge, apartment house, antique shop,

art gallery or other commercial estab-
lishments can be conducted on the prop-
erty.

"If we can be of further help in
this matter, please advise."

CITY ATTORNEY Joe Allen says that
the letter represents the city's posi-
tion. The intended use of the property
as a bar, according to Allen, "is a
legal non-conforming use, because, ac~
cording to the letter; it continued in
commercial use because the licenses
were kept up.™

Allen feels that the action should
be only between the Birminghams and
Widow's Walk, and that the city should
not be involved.

FORMER CITY ATTORNEY Manny James,

‘clearly at a disadvantage in trying to
" recall the circumstances surrounding a

letter written a year and a half ago,
said, "I think somebody just asked me
if this property can be used for com-
mercial purposes, and I said that if
commercial activities-had been going
on before the ordinance and are still
going on now, those activities can
cortinue."

WIDOW'S WALK'S position, leaning
heavily on the letter from City Hall,
is that, since the property had operated
as a bar previously and had kept up
hotel and restaurant licenses after the

Red Beard's v % J |

Custom air-brushed shirts =
414 Greene St. Pust 3 doors
Capt. Tony’s] Key West

Every
March 15~ March 14%

JeweLRy- C LOTHES ”F_)H 0T0S
R OUR SPECIALTY
CUSTOM MADE JEWELRY | .

WITH YOUR DESIGN
_430 GREEN ST.

bar was closed, the property had not
reverted to non-commercial usage and
was still exempt from conformation to
HP-1 zoning. We have not been able to
determine if the licenses were in fact
kept up continuously since the closing
of the bar.

Interior of Birminghams' partially
renovated house

But in answer to Galletti's in-
terrogatory Rowland also stated that
Widow's Walk was in the process of pur-~
chasing or attempting to purchase a
ligquor license. So regardless of whether

~ THE PORTERALLEN CO.INC.

Insvrance since 18]

WILLIAM A.FREEMAN SR. 512 Southard 51,
WILLIAM A, FREEWAN JR. i‘?chféT rd |
£ PAV(Q-W:"V}FR&EMAN s Preng 42542

e

274 RESTRURANT

. OPEN 6:30 AM TiL. 10 PM PHONE 294-9279
MALONEY AVE. & 4th AVE. ACROSS FROM BOYD'S

* 1 Ib. T-Bone Steak $4.95 « Beer & Wine

* Bar B Que Ribs, Chickeh & Pork « Complete Breakfast
e Shrimp, Oysters & Scallops s Homemade Chili

* Hot Corned Beef & Pastrami s Conch Chowder

* Coney island French Fries & Fritters

SURF & TURF $6.95 » LOBSTER DINNER $5.75
WE COOK YOUR FISH

or not the restaurant license was kept
up to date, 800 Caroline had certainly
not been continuously licensed to serve
liquor -- that is, to operate as a bar.

THERE IS ALSO a question about how
City Hall viewed the status of 800 )
Caroline before the James-Stack-Niles
letter to Widow's Walk. _

Mike McCall, a local artist, tried
to apply for a business license to
operate an art gallery at 800 Caroline
in July 1976. He said he was told by

© Blackie Valdez, City License Inspector,

that the property could not be "licensed
for commercial use because the zoning
had changed six months after the Red
Doors closed, and he would have to seek
a zoning variance in order to use the
property commercially. McCall said that
then-owner Lynn Williams had told him
the property could be used commercially.
Valdez says he does not remember any
conversation with MecCall about opening
an art gallery at the Red Doors, but
that it was his understanding that no

‘business of any kind could be opened

at that locatioen without going through
the 01d Island Restoration Commission
and the board of adjustment. Valdez
says he personally feels that an art
gallery would fit in with the char-
acter of the neighborhood ,and the HP-1
zoning, but that also would be subject
to review by the OIRC and the board of
adjustment.

. (AFTER STATING that the Red Doors
ceased to operate as a bar in June 1972,
Lynn Williams refused to answer any

further questions about the property.

He referred us to his attorney., saying
that the matter was in litigation.
Williams' attorney, Bob Sauer, said he’
did not know the answers to our other
questions, which were: How was the

Red Doors property used after June 1972,
and who owned it before Williams? We

were not able to contact Stack or Niles,

and our calls were not returned.)

continued on next page
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ALTHOUGH the question of the use
of the property at 800 Caroline as a
bar and its status of conformance or
non~conformance to HP~1 zoning based on
its use as a bar is the crux of the legal
arguments, we feel that there are two

‘items that are equally important, though

less obvious:

"NO EXISTING STRUCTURE devoted to
a use not permitted by this ordinance
in the district in which it is located
shall be enlarged, extended, constructed,
reconstructed, moved or structurally
altered except in changing the use of
the structure to a use permitted in the
district in which it is located."

[Zoning Ordinance VI,6 (a)l .

Although the second story at 800
Caroline has apparently been consistently
used for apartménts for several years,
the downstairs has been used as a bar
until 1972, as a life drawing classroom-
studio for at least a part of 1974, a
leather factory from approximately late
1974 to late 1975, and living quarters
from early 1976 to mid-1977. The down-
stairs was altered in one way or another
for all these uses, but since Widow's
Walk bought the building extensive re-
construction has been carried out down-
stairs in apparent violation of this
section of the ordinance.

"IF NO STRUCTURAL alterations are .
made, any non-conforming use of a struc-
ture, or structure and premises, may be
changed to another nonconformlng‘use
provided that the board of adjustment,
either by general rule or by making f£ind-

‘ings in the specific case, shall find

that the proposed use is egually ap~-
propriate or more approprlate to the
dlstrlct than the existing nonconforming
use. [Zoning Ordinance VI,6 (e)]

The James~Stack-Niles letter seems

 to say that, since the 800 Caroline

property neéver ceased its commercial,

. non—conforming use.and therefore never

thasure Ship

Afocha Coin Sales

Take a-guided:-tour ot a 168-foot
Spanish treasure galleon built by
Treasure Salvors, Inc. of Key West,
the world's largest treasure hunting
‘organization. See what life aboard
" ship was like in the 1600's. See
some of thé treasure that has been
found in Flovida waters. See the
cannons from the “Nuestra Senora
i w.. 'de Atocha’ which sankin 1622 off
""\ Key West. She carricd a cargo
valued at ever 100 million dollars,
, See the technigues Treasure Salvors
.. is using to recover- her gold, silver
and gcms.‘

WRECKERS WHARF
633 Front Street

% % ‘
aBodeqa
~ GROCERY STORE

829 SIMONTON STREET '{COB_NE_R OF OLiviA .

DEL!CATESSEN -

WE DELIVER  294-6544

‘Yeverted to HP-1, it can continue in

a non-conforming use. But the ordinance
clearly states that changing from one
non-conforming use to another non-—con-—
forming use must be approved by the
board of adjustment (that is, the city
commission sitting as the board of ad-
justment) as being "equally appropriate
or more appropriate" to HP-1 zoning.

EVEN IF it is granted that the
property continued in non-conformance
through various uses since 1972 (al~
though; without approval from the board
of adjustment, and therefore illegally) .
the board of adjustment would have to
find a bar "equally appropriate or more
appropriate” to HP-1 zoning than, say.
a life drawing class or an apartment
house.

HP~1, incidentally, permits multi-
family dwellings not to exceed four
dwelling units. It prohibits "all uses
not specifically or provisionally per-
mitted herein; any use not in keeping
with the residential character or pro-
fessional character of the district."

ON THE BASIS of a reasonable person's

reading of the zoning ordinance and the
evidence presented here, Solares Hill
feels that the position of the Birming-
hams and their neighbors is clearly
supported by the law. We agree with
the intent of the HP-1 zoning -~ "to
protect and enhance the character of
the residential historic areas" -- and
feel that the rerestablishment of a bar
at 800 Caroline would violate this in-.
tent, We hope that the court will sup~
port the intent of the ordinance and .
the Birminghams' position when the case
comes to trial, probably some time next
month.
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Cliff & lsabel Adams

GALLERY 41,

Rare rugs — Tapestries

Antiques — Works of Art

Tues to Sat 12-6; Sun to Mon 4-7
421 Simonton St., Key West, FL 33040 USA

UPDATE

IN LAST NOVEMBER'S Solares Hill,
Thurlow Weed and I jointly wrote a a
brief article about a proposed weather
station to be built on county land in
the salt pond south of the west end cof
the airport runway. Four thousand cubic

yards of f£fill would build up about a
half acre (200 x 100 feet) for an of-
fice building, parking area, radar tower,
weather balloon launch building and
apron, and weather instrument site.

The new weather station would occupy a

l - >

JIM PICKING
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/ %((

@M i

Preserlpuons Fiiled
Lenses Duplicated @ Repairs
Speclalized Sunglasses

The Key West Optician

817 Peacack Plaza, Swsm\kn + Ph. 284-7411

pear in next month's Solares Hill.
MEANWHILE, the county is going

ahead with its plan to build the weather

© station, which it will then lease to the
U.8. Weather Service. The Army Corps
of Engineers has received an appliration
for a fill permit from the county. In-
terested individuals and groups have
until March 13 to make their opinions
known to the Corps of Engineers,

Write to:

John Santorelli

Jacksonville District

Army Corps of Engineers

Department of the Army

PO Box 49170

Jacksonville, FL 32201

Proposed weather station site is at Q;ét end of sathgbnd
(extreme left of photo) between ,yunway and South Roosevelt Bluvd.

portion of the west end of a natural
salt pond (which the county claims is
artificial) in which rare and uncommon
birds regularly feed. The existing
weather station is at the east end of
the same pond, next to the nghway
Patrol Station.

A COMPREHENSIVE -article about the
salt ponds &and Rest Beach and other
threatened and disappearing wildlife
habitats in the Key West area will ap-

Or call 1-800-342-5950 toll free.
The line is open 24 hours a day, seven
days a week. After office hours the
message will be recorded. The telephone
message should Be directed to John San-
torelli.

When writing or calling, refer to
Permit #77L 0818.

photo and article by Richard Maxrsh

CARLOS FOOD CENTER

invites you to
visit our new
soup and sandwich shop -

‘ CCohch' Chowder

®Key Lime Pie, etc.

701 Caroline St. . 296-2321

\ Biggest selection and best prices
v of 14K and 18K yellow gold chains
3 in the Keys -
Tired of impersonal jewelry?
Describe yourideas directly to
the artist who crafts your
needs. Any stones cut any
y o shape - mounted in silver or
R gold. All stones natural -
untreated. Write or cali today
AL ﬁ‘ , and recéive a free estimate
AT onh your creation. Guaranteed
immediate response, -

silogrsmith o gnlﬂsmith - lapi‘ﬂ:arg

Stunlion Jewelry

jetelry repair

custom work

neil jeffery goldberg 208 duval street
305-200-8457 key west, florida 33040
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- . quick to notice and grieve over the . weekly life drawing classes; and his . ‘ :
: . - : 'subtle and more obvious changes effected jewelry shop thrives. [EJQ[BGI}D I [AEP[BD[L Q
ART FROM NATURE ) {by human incursions into the few remain- Malcolm organized the Sidewalk e - ‘ i
, . ing natural areas around Key West: Rest Craft show in 1974, 1975, and 1976 with ‘ ‘ ' '
photos and article by Richard Marsh Beach, the salt ponds, Cow Key, and many little assistance, until he gave it up M "
"NATURAL OBJECTS -- things made by not draw or paint Conch houses, shrimp . Of the fommerly unspoiled beaches along as too much thankless work. '
God, not by man -- dre more interesting boats, or any other manmade object. - ':"the Keys. HIS INTEREST heat K - h 4
to me," said Malcolm Ross in summing u Malcolm w i in theater keeps him . by
' g up ‘ as born and raised on an ; AFTER TAKING a BS in Art Education involved in the Waterfront Playhguse. .
: ) - ‘ tfrom SUNY at Buffalo and an MA in Fine He designed the costumes for the current
) £ . - Arts Education from Teachers College at production, The Boy Friend. ‘
'Columbia University, Malcolm taught at Malcolm alsc belongs to the Madrigal ' .

Singers and the Audubon Society and ' \ L
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 Fold 15land Trading Post;

“There should be special awards for restaurants
that manage to combing quality food with historic
surroundings, buildings that proudly proclaim their
heritage and encourage diners in their own remem-
brance of things past ...”’

“The Pigeon House Patio is clearly among the
front runners in Florida's historic house-restaurant
sweepstakes.”’ )

the junior high level in New York State
for seven years. He came to Key West in
1967 and taught at Florida Keys Community
College for four years. He established
‘his La Sirena studio in the Harbor House
lten years ago, where he does gold and
‘silver jewelry with an emphasis on enamel-
ling. ) :

CONCUOLOGY

Oreder Valutoe,

Foeliver

‘ He still drawé and paints, however,
lexplaining, "I feel that I'm an artist

- N. Y. Times Sunday,
‘working in a craft medium."

January 22, 1978

; ALTHOUGH AN ARTIST may often drift
| from drawing to painting ({(abandoning the
'stringent discipline of draftsmanship
 for color, against the advice of the ializing in preserving the remembrances
imasters) or from drawing to craftwork to of longtime Key West residents.

imake a living, Malcolm continues and

;succeeds in all three media. His art

thangs in the Art Center; he won first

Lunch 113 294-1034 Figure study by Maleolm

Dinner from 6:00 301-303 Whitehead St.

Reservations
suggested

e o e i o i b el

_ gqlcoimdu?or@s on a pendant in . . ff-«prize in watercolor in the 1976 Annual

the + I , T8 studio in the Harbor House , ‘ - |Juried Show at the East Martello; he ¥
h lleasong why he chooses animals, ; upstate New York farm, surrounded by {conducts private art lessons, including 1
shells, anc the human body for the sub- - Nature. He has acquired an instinct for & ‘4
jectsiof his art and craft. He does ‘natural form, and for this reason is - ‘ :

N . —— 5 N LY . s ) : . fl
Mdl"mm | ; Harbor House LIFE CLASSES :

‘ unigue | 423 Front Street ' in
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FREE P ARKING
Open 11 AM to 9 PM
Tel. 293-3000

EL GACIQUE RESTAURANT
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“For that special friend, .
a special gift”
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if you'll-go a little out of your way

to find us,
We'll go way out of our way
Phone 284-3929 to serve you!
Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5
Closed Sundays
‘"WE DELIVER

Pots, plants, baskets, and macrame:

FRAN-GI-PANI, 1221 VARELA ST., KEY WEST, FL 33040

T CERTIFICATES LT OFF Ui ey

IASTER CHARGE  —— VISA  — LAYAWAYS

SALES, APPRAISALS &
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

. 294-5525
RENTALS 284-1012

MEMBER MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

Reviewing Stand

LOVE'S LABOR is not lost in Xey West:

The Last Resort, created and coordinated
by Chris Sherrill and Roger Aiello, whose
production of the book is obviously the
result of captivation with the island.
They have succeeded in producing the most
complete guidebook ever published about
Key West. It should be considered as

the authentic local Baedeker. '

CHRIS AND ROGER operate The Bookshop
at 534 Fleming Street. They were aided
and considerably abetted by artist/writer
Mack Dryden, who did the original illus-

trations and much of the written material.

Besides maps and charts, there is a re-
markable collection of photographs in
black and white as well as color insert-
ed in the pages.. Recognition of local
people whHo were the sources for this
appears in a foreword, a list of ac~
knowledgements. ’ ' ‘

THE CONTENTS are divided into five
departments, and the book encompasses
facts, legends, a brief history written
with sparkle, a silhouette of the past,
and the shape of things to come. .

Following the compact overall lock
in the introduction, coévering weather
statistics, fishing, and general environ-
ment, comes a chapter titled "The '0ld
Island." Herein, the historical back-
ground appears, followed by the restor-
ation movement, and, most important, the
sightseeing section with explicit direc-
t@ons for a do~it-yourself tour. . Loca~-
tions of special houses and buildings
are pinpointed. Even permanent resi-
dents will be enlightened by the de-

tailed information.

: PART III, "World of the Tropics,"
lncluc.les a variety of sea lore and reef
and diving topics, as well as treatment

of subjects on fishing, sponging, turtles,

beaches, beating, hurricanes, and even a

' TOYS and THINGS

Upstairs
At the Harbor House Arcade
Front Street, Key West

]
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Rear of Dog Track (Shrimp Road)
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is lightweight, easy to carry, and makes

bit on moon madn which seems to in- ; .
b acness, e a perfect gift as well as souvenir.

fluence the population periodically. Com-
ments are injected with lively humor,

In "World of Tropical Plants," the
descriptive passages are accompanied by
drawings. Animals, birds, insects, dogs

PUBLISHED BY the Key West Book and
Card Company, 534-536 Fleming Street,
Key West: The Last Resort is available
at the Bookshop (same address) and at

and cats, and other native fauna are
written about under "Island Critters" in
animated fashion.

FOURTH SECTOR, "Island Life," is a
delineation of inhabitants:
Cubans, Blacks, the street people, and
a surprising bit on voodoo and obeah.

" Cultural aspects are polished gleamingly

for showcase material ‘on "Creative Key
West:" artists, writers, craftsmen,
theatres, concerts, festivals, and the
like. The mini-biographizs of the
writers and artists are concise. There
is one important correction. Idward
Aarons, fiction suspense novelist, is
noted in the list of writers maintaining
homes here. Aarons died a couple of
years ago of a heart attack.

THE LATE Benedict Thielen once ob-
served, "The term 'social circles' in
Key West is an apt one. It involved a
great deal of spinning." His quotation
is one of the segments under "Island
Living." More serious topics include
the economy; the high cost of living,
and low salaries in comparison with
other regions. The future development
of the island naturally involwves the -
Naval Base situation and speculation as
to what will be forthcoming.

SERVICES AND BUSINESSES are sgruti-
nized in Chapter Five, the final portion
of Key West: The Last Resort.. . Trans-
portation, lodging, restaurants, bars,
recreation facilities, sports, shopping,

and the rich pasture of the real estate

field are surveyed. .
Guidelines with sidelights and high-
lights form the excellent travel guide,
valuable to the tourist and regular resi-
dents. The book contains 186 pages but

EEN

Telephane 305-296.2885
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Phone
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Truman School
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other book stores, newsstands and strategic
distribution spots.

by
Dorothy Raymer

Conchs, Gays

KEY WEST'S
‘HOROSCOPE

BY EMmA CRTES

Sun in Pisces, after 20th in Aries
Venus in Pisces, after 10th in Aries
Mercury in Pisces, after 1llth in Aries
Saturn in Leo, retrograde

Jupiter in Gemini

Mars in Cancer S

Uranus in Scorpio, retrograde ¥
Neptune in Sagittarius .
Pluto in Libra

North Node in Libra

The planets in the sign of Pisces
fall right on the midheaven of the chart
of Key West this month, so the city will
again be prominent in national news.
Items about water will be featured.

This aspect also triggers a good
trine in, water signs in the Key West

ﬂo;aica

invites you to

Al vessels comply
with U.S. Coast Guard
safety regulations = C ot

B

SAILING, SNORKELING, REEF TRIPS 2=~
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chart, which will be good for the job
market and the money earned department.
While Mars transits our second house,

the opportunity for financial successes
is emphasized. Federal grants and other
government monies will be made available,
but only after much work and effort is
expended, But the outloock is very good
for continued improvement in the finan-
cial department of the City. ‘

The tourist influx will continue to
be heavy, but much complaining will be
heard from the natives about a "slow
season:" Pisces is the "complainer." ‘

Toward the latter part of the month,
when the planets move into Aries,; there
may be a little "rumble" that will con-
cern finances and lead to legal entangle-

" ments.
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Walter's Tree
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THE FUNCTION STORE

our natural bamboo matchstick or
tortoise rollups (complete with all
hardware) dress up every room from
earty attic to donghia deluxe. choose
unobtrusive natural matchstick or
our dramatic Y2"-slatted wood-
burned tortolse bamboo. measure
your windows & roll 'em to

fast buck's! .
size - matchstick tortoise
2% x 6' 8.50 12,50
3x6 10.00 15.00
312 x 6 - 11.50 17.50
4x%6 13.25 20.00

and now, for sliding glass doors,
6 x 7' rollups. matchstick 24.00,

Yehuda's Poreh, 18972

| tortoise 39.00.

we deliver in key west! call 204-2007 to order. 524 duval. open 10-6 every day.

NOTE IN A BOTTLE
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With the Tortugas behind us,

We steal forth on a mercury sea.

Using the navigators eye as our compass...
Where is the light of Sand Key? .

The wind has taken our sail, :

And we too have been torm by the winds' anger.
Flying fish had warned us we would be intruders,
But we ignored their pleas.

...Now, our clothes have become jetsam,

Lost as we fought the pull of a rugged moon.
Where 18 the light of Sand Key? - :

Seaweed ties me close to the side,

A mate keeps a grasp on my legs.

Aeross the slippery deck, he and I slide,

As splinters scratch our blistered flesh...
Maintaining a rhythm with the violence around us,

We cling,

Floating in and out of each other's hold,
Presarving one another as long as we can...
‘Where is the Light of Sand Key?

by Cynthia'Post

Wi 23,
éfy ﬁe;o

/

(YPRESS FURNITURE FOR CARBFREE OUTDOOR LIVING

= es | |
;@« J'Q" Y/ S !}/&“/\ "\\‘
////%//;,{%'/ ‘(':.‘%\:\\\

DAPKNE

we hve aover
hanging bas

y &

BETTLES NURSERY

"~ Come see

rubber plants

R S

N i
fing, B s aerien 7

our red

‘Home of the World-Famous
Rosin Baked Potato”

STEAKS ¢ NATIVE SEAHQJQD o BAR-B-QUED RIBS
SOME ALL NEW HICKORY HOUSE SPECIALTIES
KEY WEST'S NEWEST SALAD BAR -

'CONCH CHOWDER ¢ CONCH FRITTERS
GREEN TURTLE STEAK « STUFFED DEVILED CRAB

- GLOSED: Located adjacent to King's Fdihi Marina MAJOR CREDIT
MONDAY STOCK ISLAND — KEY WEST, FLORIDA — 204-1788  CARDS ACCEPTED
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- SHOW TIME 9200 D.M. . PHONE 2343826 J
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Arthur Kopit’'s

L} « THE DAY THE
&= : WHORES
. CAME OUT TO
! PLAY TENNIS
March 8 - April 1

L L

Tickets now on sale!|
509 Duval 294-5001
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IS A LOST
CUSTOMER
-DUE:'TO"AN '
~ UNANSWERED
- TELEPHONE!

. Courteous, inexpensive, (not a machine)
~ answering service. Save a customer, call NOW!




