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flash of diamonds

Fire and Ice.

Feel the passion of . .

The Jewels of
The Caribbean

FROM THE EDITOR
Hello,

Many thanks to everyone—especially the
most generous advertisers—for a splendid 10th
anniversary issue. At some point I'd like to put
together a "Best of Solares Hill" and this past
issue reminded me anew of some of the treasures
we've had in the paper.

My apologies to Benton Hooten who wrote
the piece on the cockroaches in April's issue but
was denied her by-line.

The following is a letter to the editor.
Dear Editor

Who's the Guru and who's the parrot? On two
succeeding days last week, (Wed. & Thurs. Apr.
17-18) there appeared a letter to the 'People's
Forum' concerning the reputations of residents
on Houseboat Row. Although almost identical
in content, the first was signed by 8 of the
residents (apparently) adn the second by George
Murphy. It reminds one of the old saw, "which
came first, the chicken or the egg?" It seems
that George Murphy is the author of the one-
sided, biased and highly prejudicial attacks on
the RDA and one of our loved and highly
respected Commissioners, Emma Cates. It
appears that the owner/editor of this specialty
publication abdicated his editorial privileges
and passed them on to the very reporter doing
the story. Letters addressed to the Editor were
answered by the reporter. Being a former Edi-
tor/Publishermyself, 1wrote my own editorials
and left the writing and reporting to my staff.
When one has a monthly publication that is not
timely enough to keep up with current events, it
is unfair to produce such one-sided reporting,
which in some circles is known as "yellow jour-
nalism. " The liberal views of some hippies-
turned-yuppies is one thing, but I want to go on
record as saying I wish to offer my complete
support and praise to Emma Cates and I resent
such unwarranted statements by the reporter
which should have been stricken from the story
by any responsible Publisher/Editor. Good luck
Emma. -Vic Dahn Jr.

Dear Vic Dahn,
Since the first part of your letter involved

letters to the editor of The Key West Citizen and
not to Solares Hill I had to check with George
Murphy. He replied that both letters were
handed in simultaneously to Jim Tucci at the
Citizen & Jim chose to run them on two suc-
ceeding days as is his perogative. George did not
write the first letter and chose to write his own
because he wanted to amplify on the remarks in
the first.

The only letter to the editor in recent issues I
can -recall was a mammoth letter written by
Steve McDaniels taking George Murphy to task
for what McDaniels saw as numerous errors and
misstatements in George's series on the RDA. As
customary in these matters the author of the
series responds and George did so effectively.

George and I are puzzled about your remarks
on his attacks on Commissioner Emma Cates.
The only time in a 7 part series he remembers
even mentioning her was to quote her, not write
any "unwaranted statements" about her. I took
issue with Emma in my column and I hope that
you don't think that George writes my columns—
he's a much better writer than I am & he'd be
annoyed to be so accused.

Finally George's series in the RDA is the best
job of investigative reporting this paper has ever
undertaken and I'm proud of it. George calls his
articles "commentary" and therefore they con-
tain his point of view. This point of view or
"bias" as you call it, we call good reporting. His
columns have, among other things, cited nu-
merous problems with the lease which were later
verified by independent study, helped lead to
the removal of 2 board members who did not
meet residency requirements, & raised issues
about the performance of their legal counsel
who also is no longer serving.

It would seem we were right on target.

Our cover this time is by Jason Goodman.
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JEANE PORTER
by Valerie Ridenour

M ention Jeane Porter in Key West circles and
for sure you'll be bombarded with such a
variety of opinions, you'll wonder who she

really is. Some think of Jeanie as an astute
businesswoman, running her properties from
some lofty social plane untouchable by mere
mortal beings. Is she the grande dame of Caro-
line Street or just another resident of paradise?
The answer is both. Those who are close to
Jeanie will quickly tell you that behind those
sweet, brown eyes exists a loving, caring woman,
whose heart is open to anyone who needs her.
The two sides of Jeane Porter come from her
impressive heritage combined with a rich exper-
ience of living in many exciting environments
most of us only read about. Even so, none of the
foreign countries and continents where she's
visited have stolen her heart, which remains tied
to Key West. She says, "You can take the Conch
out of Key West, but you can't take Key West out
of the Conch."

Being a caretaker of history is no easy task.
Somebody has to care about our past to assure
its preservation for our future generations,
whose historians will be enthralled with things
from times long gone and forever changed. You
might someday gaze in awe at a wedding dress
worn by Jeanie's great grandmother, realizing
both the artistry and integrity that went into the
seams and the abundance of time that was avail-
able to the seamstress.

Jeanie's travel through this particular uni-
verse began in New York. "I wanted to be close

to my mother," Jeanie quipped as she began to
relate her journey through time, "but I was
brought back to Key West within the first month
and baptized here in the Episcopal Church. My

Jeane Porter
father was an engineer in New York. We lived in
New York City and Brooklyn. As a little girl I can
remember the day and age of the bank robberies
and hoodlums. I think to this day I'm afraid of
violent noises because a bank was held up very
near where I lived, and my nurse pushed me
frantically into the doorway of a brownstone for •
protection and the machine gun bullets rico-
cheted off the walls. We got out of it without
damage, but this has always affected me."

One morning Mother (Jessie) and I were walk-
ing down Telegraph Lane on the way to the
telegraph office. Standing on the sidewalk
under a cork tree was an older gentleman with
shaggy white hair and wearing white shorts and
shirt torn off at the sleeves. He was watching a
procession of bugs that were hourglass in shape
and marked with red and black diamonds. As we
passed he looked up and said, "Excuse me, do
you know the name of these bugs?" Mother did,
and said, "Yes, they're — bugs and they live on
the cork tree." He asked, "Do they always do
this?" What they were doing was travelling
across the sidewalk in a long procession, march-
ing up the corktree and collecting themselves at
the end of a limb in a large bunch and then,
because of sheer weight, droppng off to the
sidewalk again. He (John Dewey) shook his
head and said, "Looks just like civilization to
me: getting itself out on a limb in a bunch and
then dropping off." That comment enthralled
her, so they introduced themselves to each
other and she invited him to come fora drink in
the garden, and this became a wonderful long
friendship.

One of the most interesting aspects of grow-
ing up in Key West as a child was the fascinating
people from all over the world who came down
here—many on their yachts: the Johnstons, the
Cramers (who was the father of air condition-
ing), the Bentleys and many others. During the
early '30s in the deep Depression, Key West
became the pilot town for the WPA and FERA
(all the alphabet jungle of Roosevelt's New
Deal.) Some of the leading artists in the coun-
try, ones later called "The Ash Can School of
Art" who became nationally and internationally
famous came down here to live and work and
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The Key West Golf Course is an 18 hole
championship golf, facility located just
minutes from Old Town Key West.

Designed by Rees Jones, this course offers
spectacular beauty and golfing fun for

golfers of every caliber.
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You'll find a boating and SCUBA paradise in historical Key West at
"THE KEY WEST RESORT'S, OCEANSIDE MARINA AND DIVE
CENTER," the largest, best equipped facility for sportfishermen, cruising
yachtsmen and SCUBA enthusiasts. We are the closest Marina and Dive
Center to the many spectacular, prolific offshore reefs of Key West,
entering a quiet protected harbor through a clearly marked channel
directly from the Atlantic Ocean. Plenty of dock space with all the ameni-
ties for convenience and comfort. Also a complete stock of accessories,
fishing tackle, bait, marine supplies, fuel and complete mechanic's shop.

Our Dive Center is a full service operation as well. Friendly qualified
staff give custom classes and reef trips for Snorkelers and SCUBA Divers
alike. The safest, most modern SCUBA equipment available and expe-
rienced equipment repair shop to promptly meet your every need. At
Oceanside Dive Center we ensure pure filtered dry air and daily shuttle
service to and from local hotels. You are our most important guest.

KEY WEST FISHING
Whatever your fishing pleasure—deep sea, reef, wreck, flats, drift or

bottom fishing—they're all here for you! Known worldwide for its Madin,
Sail, Wahoo, Tuna and Dolphin fishing, Oceanside the largest marine
facility in Key West has a large compliment of the world's top and best
known U. S. Coast Guard Licensed, professional light tackle fishing
guides. Call or visit our Bait & Tackle Shop and charter one of our guides
and enjoy a fabulous day of fishing upon the waters surrounding Key
West—the fishing capital of the world.

DRY TORTUGAS
Visit historic Fort Jefferson built prior to the Civil War on Garden Key

located 75 miles west of Key West, in the Gulf of Mexico. Named by the
Spaniards because of the large number of sea turtles inhabiting the keys,
the Dry Tortugas is a fabulous vacationland—excellent fishing, diving,
snorkeling, or just lounging on the snowy white sand beaches. Call for
details on fishing or diving and snorkeling charters.

We invite you to call the Marina
for more information

Marina 294-4676
Foot of Maloney Ave • Stock Island • Key West
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Ham Salad
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Macaroni & Bean Salad

Macaroni & Veggie Salad
—Low Cal Foods—
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established the Art Center on Front Street.
Grant Wood was one of its first directors—and
one of my first teachers. Adolph Dane, John
Marin, Sheeler, Anton Refrigier, Doris Lee and
Arnold Blanch, to name a few, all lived and
taught and worked here. The Garden and 410
were always full of interesting people—Heming-
way and Pauline, his wife; Dos Passos and his
wife, Katy. Later on, before and during WWII,
many Washington politicos and newspaper
people—Elmer Davis, Ernie Pyle and others—
and of course, Robert Frost, who used to come
for visits and stay in the now named Frost cot-
tage; and Gloria Swanson, Tennessee Williams
and his grandfather, whom my mother adored,
were regulars. Tennessee would bring over all
the young playwrights and actors—Tallulah
Bankhead and others. Sally Rand, who was an
adorable light spirit liked to come and just sit in
the Garden—she said it was so peaceful. Part of
her act, other than the one with the fans,
included a huge seven- or eight-foot python that
she'd wind around her shoulders while she
danced. One morning she came over wringing
her hands. 'Henry' the python had disappeared.
It was winter and we were having a cold spell
and she was distraught. "What will I do?" she
moaned. "He'll catch cold and he's so timid and
shy people won't understand him." Well, Henry
turned up in gardens all over town. He appeared
under breakfast tables. During cocktail parties
he would crawl out from under the greenery and
people would fly in all directions. Henry, of
course, was finally recouped and returned to his
famous owner—and back to his 'grind.'

In the early '30s my parents bought 410
Caroline, in terrible condition and neglected, as
were so many fine old houses on the island. My

father started to restore it with Joe Hannibal,
one of the finest black carpenters on the island.
It can be said that this was the real beginning of
Key West restoration and preservation, which
mother continued for the rest of her life.

Grandfather William R. Porter
Joe Hannibal was also a talented musician-

there were wonderful native musicians on the
island then, and always have been. Pauline
Hemingway had given Joe a fine guitar and took
lessons from him. He had a friend named "Baby"
who lived across the street and played the
violin—age 84—and the three of us used to play
together on Joe's porch on Thomas Street. I
loved it! Joe was my "folk hero" along with

Albert Atwell and Mike Coons. Albert taught me
to swim and sail and knew all about the sea and
fishing and sea crafts. Mike was caretaker of
what was then called "The Biological Station,"
at the head of the island where my family kept a
houseboat. Mike, an old bachelor, was full of
stories about how he'd been captured by 'the
Mexicos' and taken up in waterspouts and he
was in love with a mermaid. One evening he said
he'd been out checking his traps off Cow Key. It
was low tide—a bright, moonlit night—and
there sitting on a low bank was a mermaid. She
was combing her hair. Her back was turned
toward him, he said, so he put his oars deep in
the water and very quietly rowed over to her,
grabbed her and pulled her into his dinghy. She
was beautiful, but began to plead with him—"so
pitiful like"—that she'd die if she lived on land
that finally he couldn't resist, and lowered her
gently back into the water. I can see that mer-
maid still so vividly, disappearing down into the
water, arms upstretched and face moon-lum-
inous and smiling up at Mike as she sank into
the depths.

"There was another story teller," Jeanie con-
tinued, "Miss Irene Johnston, who lived next
door on Whitehead Street. Miss Irene was the
wife of Braddish W. Johnston, king of the
wreckers—known as "Hog" out of envy, because
he always got to the wrecks first. They were an
extraordinarily handsome couple. Miss Irene
still had sea chests full of fascinating things Hog
had brought back to her from wrecks and phil-
obustering (a term then used for selling arms to
both sides in South American revolutions.) In
the 1880s international chess games were held
here at the Cuban Club on Duval, which had a
big central ballroom of black and white tile

"The niftiest casual clothes in the Keys . . .
T H E MIAMI HERALD

"A trendy shop . . . " TIME MAGAZINE

"One of America's most exciting retail environments
an absolute must for your visit."
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floors and was surrounded by a second floor bal-
cony. Human pawns were used in those days, all
dressed in elaborate costumes. The champions
would stand on the balconies and call down the
moves. Miss Irene was always, one of the queens
and my grandfather (William R. Porter) as a boy
was her page. He said he never minded the long
hours of holding the queen's train because she
was so beautiful it was a pleasure to stand there
and look at her.

Miss Irene told Jeanie that she had seen two
old pirate maps that located treasure buried in
the Garden and showed her a pirate grave dug
into the coral rock that had contained human
bones, two doubloons and a Spanish dagger.
Jeane laughed, "I dug two foot holes all over the
back yard as a child. We found coins and
crockery from all over the world but never a
trove." With twinkling eyes Jeanie claimed
"That's waiting for my grandchildren."

"I think the Old South was marvelous in the
way it passed on history and wisdoms. I was
raised with quotes that I still live with, like
"Willful waste makes woeful want" and about
drinking, "It's not the use—it's the abuse," and
"Make the most of what you've got before you
ask for anything more."

As memories came flooding back, Jeanie told
me, "I think one of the interesting bits of forgot-
ten history is that we had an African Queen on
this island. She was called "Conga Julia" (pro-
nounced with an 'h'). She was an herbalist and
famous on theisland for her remedies and medi-

cines. She lived in a little house . . . I see it
somewhere on Solares Hill . . . and its door and
windows were all painted what was called "Hail
Mary blue." This to keep out evil spirits. She was
a very tall, slim austere looking woman and very
proud and upright in bearing. Jeane explained

Jeane's children: Suzanne, Porter, Renee
that island mothers found that 'getting Conga
Julia after you' was an effective threat to control,
because voodoo was practiced on the island.
One gathering spot was a high-grown grassy lot
with an indigo tree and Gumbo Limbos in what
is now a part of the Fort Taylor property. Conga
Julia had been captured as a young queen with
almost her entire tribe intact, brought off the
coast of Florida by slave ships and then recap-
tured by Union forces during the Civil War. All
the Africans on board were brought ashore and
kept in barrackoons (primitive houses) in Fort
Taylor. When the war ended they were all

released and so were never sold into slavery.
Many of the old black families on the island'
come from this source. They had a great deal of
pride and wisdom. It is claimed that Conga Julia
lived to be over one hundred and twenty years
old. When she died they buried her with many of
their African totems and drums, which they had
copied. As a child, when drums started beating
from that area (near the Hemingway House), we
always knew we were in for a really bad storm,
They would beat drums to lower the pressure. I
think it's wonderful the way whites and blacks
on this island have always gotten along and
respected each other and shared love for each
other and their families.

"My father had a heart attack and had to
retire. We moved down to Key West in the early
thirties and bought 410 Caroline Street, which
was just around the corner from all the family
houses on Duval and Caroline, and started to
restore it. From the earliest times I can remem-
ber scraping off layers of paint on banisters and
mouldings (my job)." Jeanie's residence is one
of Key West's oldest and finest. "This house
belonged to a wrecker named Captain Carey,
whom Mother referred to politely as, also a
'spirit' (liquor) dealer. He was evidently very
prosperous, because the house is built in two,
really three sections. The original small house is
where the dining room is today. Then he added
the front part of the house in the late 1830s. It
was built by sea carpenters, with wooden pegs
and tongue-and-groove beams, all of cypress and
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mahogany and the first virgin pine."
About her schooling Jeanie stated, "I went to

the Convent here on the island, where my
mother had gone before me. We had wonderful
friends there, Sister Louis being one of them
who had been there since my mother was a little
girl. I went there for nine years and many times
boarded while my family took trips. In many
ways I was imbued with several different reli-
gions. The family had been Episcopalian tradi-
tionally, but they were not really straight-laced
people . . . high Episcopalians by nature. Cath-
olicism certainly added tranquillity when I was a
little g i r l . . . the idea of sitting peacefully and
meditating had a lot of influence. Then there
was Scotch Presbyterianism, so I've had an
exposure to just about everything."

Jeane was sent off to boarding school at thir-
teen (a family tradition) to Stuart Hall in Staun-
ton, Virginia, which was, "an old school that

had been there since before the Civil War, terri-
bly straight-laced, rigid and conformist. I had an
awful time. I spent the first year in restriction for
one infraction or another. I realized that if I
wanted to get out of it, which I desperately did, I
had to make very good grades, so I studied day
and night. The third year my family picked out
what they thought was a more liberal school:
Fairmont Junior College in Washington, D.C.
They moved for the winters down to Ormand
Beach where all the WAC military training was
going on. It turned out to be a country club and
wild as could be . . . the other extreme." Jea-
nie's final year of high school was spent at Miss
Harris's in Miami, her own choice. "After gra-
duation Miss Harris encouraged my family to let
me go to Mexico to study art and archaeology at
the University there. It was my first burst of
freedom." A year at Stetson University where
Jeanie amazed her family by making the honor
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GIRL FRIDAY
Professional Typing & Bookkeeping Service
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444 WHITEHEAD ST., KEY WEST
Word Processing Service
Please call for appointment
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BACKYARD
Key West's Only Outdoor

Oceanfront Restaurant.

Indoors or Under
The Stars.

BHUf WEBBS BAR
Live Music •

THEilFTERDECH
A Transom's Height Above

The Water.

Enjoy All Of Our Views.
11:30 AM - 2 AM

700 WAODELL • 294-1061
(Vernon & Waddeli Oceanfront)

roll caused them to allow her to follow a cousin's
suggestion and enroll at the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley. "I really loved Berkeley,"
Jeanie remembered, "it was in the mid-late for-
ties, and most of World War II had finished.
Berkeley was a wonderfully stimulating world."

less restricted, however well intentioned the
restrictions. Berkeley was certainly a fine prov-
ing ground for the gifted young Key Wester.
Escape was not 'running away from home' for
Jeanie Porter, far from it. She was proud of her
father, Wallace Kirke, an engineer with Stein-

"Miss" Jessie Porter Newton
Escaping from the family was something of an

accomplishment. It is harder for a. child of
highly motivated, intelligent and powerful par-
ents to grow into individuality than for those

KJEYWEST
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3231 Harriet Ave.
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metz in Schenectedy, of whom Jeannie recalls,
"He helped design all the underground wiring
in New York, but with the stock market crash
and all the anxieties . . . had a heart attack.
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Behind the Eden House
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Daily Specials, Oven-Fresh Baked
Goods . . . Beer & Wine, too!
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JIM PICKING
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The Key West Optician
Ph. 294-7411

Hours: M-T-W-F 9 tc 5:30; Thursday I to'9

One reason we came down here was to help him
recuperate." Jeanie's mother, Jessie Porter was
born in Mobile, and like her daughter was
brought back to Key West. "She was the daugh-
ter of Grace and William R. Porter. This was an
old, old family on the island. I don't think Key
West has existed without Porters, Randolphs
and Currys." Wallace and Jessie had two daugh-
ters, Jeanie and Caroline; and Jessie was an only
child. From the grandparents' large families,
only a few remain. "This generation has thinned
out." After majoring in journalism and English
at Berkeley for three years Jeanie realized, "I
desperately wanted to paint again. I had stayed
away from that temptation, but this was my last
year in college. I went to the dean and told her
the problem." The dean told Jeanie she really
belonged in an art school. With the courage to
do so thus supplied, Jeanie dropped out just
before graduation to enroll in the California
College of Arts and Crafts. "I stayed there a year
and a half and took everything I could as fast as I
could. My grandfather had supported all my
earlier schooling, but being a Southern patri-
arch, he felt too much education would ruin a
good woman, so I went to school on an inherit-
ance from Godparents, the Jones. I had to weigh
and balance every penny I had. That's one rea-
son I didn't go after degrees, but after things I
really wanted to learn. I never knew how much
longer I could go to school. You didn't just get
jobs and work your way through then, especially
in the California region. There were so many
people who needed work after the war."

In the height of the McCarthy era, 1948, Jea-
nie Porter returned to her Key West home and to
her first exhibit. "I was to have a show at the
Women's Club," Jeanie explained, "which was
the only place to exhibit on the island at the
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LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST
305-294-4463

Sara Cook
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT & *SALES
A Personal Firm With A Proven Track Record

Specializing In Full-Service Management

Seasonal & Yearly Rentals

294-8491
52S Eaton St.

time. At the members' meeting the week before,
a Navy wife stood up (her credentials were "I am
the mother of five children") and said, 'I hear the
artist to exhibit here next week is a Communist'
Because I'd gone to Berkeley, I was a Commu-
nist! So much for the McCarthy era. It caused a
hoo-rah and made me realize that we needed a
place to exhibit on the island that wouldn't have
political or social ties; that would just be for
artists and their work to show. Joe Allen was just
beginning to get a group together to form the
Art and Historical Society. We joined him to get
the West Martello, which is now the Garden
Club, set aside as a gallery."

After a few months time and having survived
being called a communist, Jeanie felt a need to
leave Key West again. "My grandfather was very
much alive and very dictatorial. He was wonder-
ftilly protective; nevertheless, I realized I needed
more room to expand, so some friends and I got
on a train for New York. All I really knew how to
do to earn a living was to push a brush around. I
had a friend with Life Magazine and another
who was Swedish, who'd come over to study
here. We rented an apartment in Greenwich
Village." Jeanie's warm smile broke through her
serious countenance as she remembered, "It
was on Eleventh Street, and was owned by Wil-
liam Phillips, who was editor of the Partisan
Review... a wonderful apartment. He had all
the nerve in the world to leave his marvelous
spot with three young women. It had a library
and paintings by Jackson Pollock, David Smith
and Calder sculptures . . . just full of fine art
pieces. I had talked my way into a job with a
textile studio there, Blancs Studio. I hadn't had
any training in fabric design, but I had a back-
ground in art so they took me on. This is where I
met Susie DePoo; later she shared an apart-
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EARLY DIMMER STIR FRY
Served 5:30 until 7:00. Monday thru f riday

CHICKEN, BEEF OR PORK STIR FRIED WITH AM
ASSORTMENT OF STRAW MUSHROCWS,
SNO PEAS, BROCCOLI, CARROTS, PEAHUTS.
SCALLIONS, SPROUTS AND OTHER CURRENTLY
AVAILABLE FRESH VEGETABLES.
SERVED WITH SALAD AMD FRIED RICE $ 7 . 9 5

SHRIMP STIR FRIED AS ABOVE $8.95
WEUSEMOMSG

Champagne and Wine available to complement

1990 M. ROOSEVELT, 294-2188

NOW OPEN 24 HOURS!
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BARKERS CHEVRON
Orevron

2440 N. Roosevelt Blvd.
294-9525 (Acm* from FBfp«rs
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raent with us. My grandfather had said if I could
prove I could earn a living for a year, he'd give
me a thousand dollar war bond. I worked for
almost a year, and then, through the firm I was
working for, that exported to Europe, I was able
to get tickets on a freighter. At that time there
was little or no trans-Atlantic tourism. I went
over with two friends and we spent the summer
traveling through Europe that was just begin-
ning to recuperate from the war. In New York I
had known and worked with William Hayter,
who was the father of modem gravure. He and
his family had moved back to Paris and helped
me find a studio across the street from them on
the Left Bank, and near the Cafe Dome . . . a
wonderful neighborhood! It had a skylight, and
even it's own bathtub (a luxury). A Guggenheim
Fellowship painter from Peru, and his wife,
shared the kitchen with me." Jeanie made her
thousand dollars last. "Once you got settled
there, your rents were very reasonable, and you
learned how to shop and how to do. I made the
thousand dollars last over two years, and came
back with some money to face New York."

Before Jeanie returned from Europe she stu-
died design in Sweden. "I learned how to do
repeats and studied design trends. I sent Swed-
ish fabrics and designs back to my boss in New
York and it started a Swedish fashion trend in
the Fifties." Jeanie graduated from the Village to
a Penthouse of "a little hotel" across from the
RCA building at Rockefeller Center. It was pres-
tigious to have this kind of location, so I did,"
Jeanie laughed. "I met my future husband,
whom I'd known during the war here; and we
were married in Key West in 1956." Mr. and Mrs.
Art Poirier moved to Australia, where son Porter
and daughter Renee were born. After three

delightful years down under, the young family
came home, only to be sent to Paris, where Art's
employer, Chevron, was looking for oil in the
Paris basin. "It was the time of de Gaulle, and
they were having all sort of upheavals. The
French were in the last death throes of giving up
their colonies in Algeria." After the Poitiers
second daughter, Susie, was born, the family
moved to Veaucreson, outside Paris. After
another trip back and forth they moved to Hol-
land . . . "bag and baggage, gerbils and canar-
ies. The children always acquired animals. We
moved to the Hague and found a nice house
right on a canal."

"In the winter we'd watch all the children ice
skating. They'd blow a hole in the ice for the
wild ducks to get water. You'd look out the
windows and see everybody skating on the
canals and jumping over the water holes. Every
now and then somebody would fall in and be
fished out, frozen stiff, but surviving. Holland
was fun. It was centrally located to get to the
rest of Europe easily . . . while I was there I
took an archaeological tour of Greece. In 1965 we
moved to Connecticut, to the first house we ever
bought. It was a lovely old pre-revolutionary
house, full of atmosphere. We loved Connecti-
cut. I've enjoyed almost every place I've been,
really." As the family moved about the world,
Jeanie returned to Key West every year or so,
always keeping closely in touch with her island
home. "With my sister I had inherited the
Joseph Yates Porter (great-grandfather) house
in '55. I've owned it now for over thirty years. I'd
come back to paint or fix it; it always needed
fixing. We'd come back with the children to
touch base and family roots. Art was transferred
back to the U.S. We bought a place in California

Get hooked
on our seafood salad

lunch buffet.

The freshest seafood salads, vegetables and soups are just
some of the tempting reasons to savor our buffet, served
from 10:45 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. Monday thru Saturday.
Or choose from other
new entrees.
Crabmeat and Pasta Salad
with Scallions, Pine Nuts,
Pesto Dressing.
Caribbean Seafood Catch
in Key Lime Butter with
Avocado and Papaya.
Oyster Gratin
baked in a casserole with
Artichoke Hearts, Spinach,
Pernod, Cream, and Parme-
san cheese.
Please call for reservations:
294-9541.
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in what is now Silicon Valley, in San Carlos. I
always seem drawn back to California. It has
such variety as a state.

After three years in California Jeanie and fam-
ily made a truly exciting move to Madagascar,
which lies in the Indian Ocean off the east coast
of Africa. "It was a do-it-yourself world," Jeanie
explained, "a poor but really beautiful one.
Antananorivo, the capital, is five thousand feet up
on the spine that runs down the center of the
Great Red Island. The Imarina tribe that had
settled it in the high plateau region were part
Indian-African. They were almost idyllic looking
South Sea Island people. It had a matriarchy and
a caste system. Madagascar today has twelve
queens! It was a very developed and colorful
history. They had palaces and had reached a high
cultural level. They had running water and
aqueducts. They had spices that the French and
English needed, and the trade with China went
by." One of the interesting connections between
continents was that the same pirates that inhab-
ited our Caribbean waters also sailed the coasts
of Madagascar. "It was like a seasonal thing;
preying on the ships over here or over there.
There is as much sunken treasure in the waters
over there as off the Florida coast—or more."

Jeanie was once again in California when her

mother's illness called her home to Key West for
good. One might wonder how Jeanie sees the
town that has always been her home now, as
opposed to the Key West of her childhood. "I
think Key West has developed for the better
except for high rises coming in, which is terrible
and must be controlled and stopped. You know
Nantucket is three times the size of Key West,
and they haven't allowed any more high rise
growth foroverten years. They realize they can't
have that kind of development and keep their
quality and their history. Once you've got these
places (large hotels and condos) the quality
goes, and you can't recapture it again. New
England knows this."

Jeanie Porter had a difficult choice to make
with her return home. Her husband did not wish
to return to Key West. With retirement he didn't
want to be tied down. Divorced now, Jeanie
decided "I realized I wanted to come back to my
roots for this latter stage of my life and do
something with property that could be challeng-
ing; to use old property in a creative way. I'm in
the process of doing that with the Commodore
Porter—my great grandfather—House, some-
thing that will sustain the house and give to the
island as well. I've had to do it little by little,
because whatever comes in from the property

ROY FOR MEN
assortment inc.
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I've put back into it to pay the way." Key West
may be surprised to learn that Jeanie Porter is
not a wealthy woman. Like her fellow Capri-
coms, she has a taler t for business that enables
her to maintain her lifestyle by using and recy-
cling the income generated by her holdings.
Jeanie knows the old Key West 'patch as long as
possible, repair but don't replace' techniques
well. They enable her to maintain her heritage,
which is also Key West's, without a great deal of
capital. "To have the buildings support them-
selves with mounting taxes and mounting costs
is difficult. There are so many outside interests
that have come down here who have money
from the outside and can afford to do something
expensively, but I don't have that. What I have is
right here. It belongs to my children with me,

now for seven generations."
Managing her property has taken so much of

Jeanie's time, little is left for her true love, art.
But Jeanie believes that when her plans are
realized, that time will come to her. "I want to
turn 410 Caroline and its gardens into a cultural
center, which I would do in Jessie Porter's
name. I would like to have her remembered in
this way. It's something I think she has earned."
Jeanie has directed her energies into creating a
place in the Commodore garden for small shops
and gazebos in the conch style that sell unique
crafts and art works. The China Clipper, owned
by Nicholas Miller and Hugh O'Callahan has
turned the carriage house into an Oriental
Import store of the quality Gumps in San Fran-
cisco was once known for.

Massage
Therapy
Center

J: rn
Migraines and Chronic Headaches

Tendonitis/Bursitis/TMJ
Tingling & Numbness in Extremities

Frozen Shoulder/Runner's Knee
Postural problems/Lower Back Pain

Chronic Tension/Poor Flexibility
Tennis Elbow and other conditions

Money-Back Guarantee

Arnold L, Hermelin, LMT, Director
John Daley, LMT

Member of AMTA and FSMTA State License ̂ MMoooo/go

(305) 2Q4-82oi/3331
/4 Simonton, Key West, FL 33040

There's Joe De Vito with his hand screened
shirts and shorts in the Cookhouse cottage. Gina
Barker's Sunshine Jewelry. Richard Perriman's
delightful puppets, the KW Glass Blower Michel
Dennis, a pastel portrait artist Darrell Blanton
who comes forthe season—all of these products
represent high standards of workmanship and
quality at reasonable prices. Jeane is planning to
add an attractive food unit to the Garden soon
featuring fresh salads,, sandwiches, fruit juices
and desserts. "It will provide tourists and local
shoppers a place just off the street to come in,
browse and be refreshed in a garden atmos-
phere." A future development is to have a really
fine book store in the large cellar of the Commo-
dore Porter. "It's needed and would be a 'natu-
ral,'" Jeane projects. "I'm sending out vibra-
tions for this to happen." Another possible
dream for the future, one Jeane shared with her
mother Jessie Newton: to develop 410 Caroline

Jeane at 25

into a Cultural Center. "There is so much talent
here on the island," Jeane feels, "artists, writers,
poets, historians, journalists, as well as those
that come down to visit. I would like to see 410
used as a Center and forum for courses and
lectures in all these fields; i.e., a Body, Mind and
Spirit Center.

Key West has always been a Mecca for the
intellectual—the 'doers,' not just escapists.
Thomas Edison was here experimenting with
anti submarine warfare during WW I and of
course, so many presidents—starting probably
with Ulysses S. Grant and going down through
Teddy Roosevelt in the Spanish American War,
to Franklin Roosevelt who used to come here
and fish when he was Secretary of the Navy. One
of the unsung heroes of this island has been my
grandfather William R. Porter, who knew Roose-
velt and persuaded him to bring in the WPAana
FERA when the island was so down and out in
Depression times. "Pop" gave the land to the

• county to make the Boulevard and its bndie
path. He was also the driving force in getting tne
Overseas Highway and bridges built. Before that
he saw Key West as a deep water port and got
government and local interests to deepen tne
waterfront area for commerce."
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Her grandfather, Dr. Joseph Yates Porter,
who helped wipe out yellow fever, and was a
pioneer in preventative medicine, she says
would turn over in his grave seeing the 'cess-
pool' caused by inoperable storm drains on Caro-
line Street and Duval just across from his house
and in other areas of town. These areas must be
cleaned up along with the new sewer lines. The
Doctors's home—called the Commodore Porter—
now has two very uhigue shops: the Commodore
Antiques, owned by David Newton and Berle
Weinstein, offering museum-quality and collec-
tors' pieces, and Don Walker's Tuzen,' on the
Duval Street side with beautiful Japanese kimo-
nos and jackets. Both shops are high quality and
tasteful and reasonably priced. "It's a wonderful
way," Jeane says, "to have this fine old house, a
National Landmark building, continue in use

and style.
Jeanie Porter is a deeply spiritual woman,

attuned to the universe. "Unity has been a
wonderful source of strength and spiritual nour-
ishment for me, especially during the last few
years. I'm glad there is a Unity group and
Church here on the island now. My mother and
my grandmother and I have always been drawn
to the metaphysical. I try not to do anything
that doesn't have a spiritual base, not just a
material one. Material wears very thin after a
while, and if there isn't a spiritual reason for
something there's really no reason to do it. Our
Western world has become much more material-
istic and left-brained in its attitudes and pur-
suits. I think we've neglected the spiritual side
of our own growth. America did have a spiritual
base when it started out. I think we've lost sight

GHURKA
assortment inc.

4 0 4 DUVAL • KEY WEST

of this. If we don't combine the mental and
spiritual sides of our natures I think we're fin-
ished as homo sapiens. Key West is a magnet for
power. It has always attracted some of the most
powerful people on the globe, but Key West has
always been built on small enterprise, mom and
pop businesses, brothers, i.e., good ethical fam-
ily businesses . . . that's what built our island.
Key West has always welcomed people and new
ideas from the outside while retaining the per-
sonal feeling and individuality.

Jeanie Porter sees a brighter future for Key
West because, "We have people in our govern-
ment who want to do things for the island, not
just take from it; people who can see Key West as
more than a material grab bag. I feel optimistic
about our future." a
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Northern Italian Cuisine
615 Duval Street, Key West

294-6565
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MORPHEUS ASCENDING
by Helen R. Chapman

H hen it comes to rising from one's bed to
greet a new day, there are the fast starters
and the slow starters. I belong to the latter

group, the zombies. Now, it isn't that I object to
greeting a new day—on my terms, of course. It's
just that I have sluggish adrenalin. First I have
to figure all over again who I am. When I have
decided that, I sidle to the bathroom, bumping
into furniture. Then I plod on to the kitchen to
make coffee. I open the newspaper and glance at
the headlines, most of which I misinterpret by
transposing letters. So I forget the paper for the
time being. I try the television news show, but
those people have been up for hours and are
bubbling over like game-show contestants. Yuk!
Off with the TV. After my second cup of coffee, I
am ready to greet the day, once I've concluded
what day it is. If it's Sunday and I got up to go to
work, suicidal inclinations set in.

When I was a kid, I begged my mother not to
talk to me at the breakfast table. She never
learned and I never remembered a word she said.
It took her a half hour to get me up in the first
place so her adrenalin was flowing torrentially.
She couldn't understand why I was bouncing off
the walls.

Those of you who suffer from unenthusiastic

adrenalin as I do know never to live with some-
one of the opposite persuasion. It's bad enough
to see them whisking breakfast onto the table,
whisking off the dirty dishes, whisking to the
shower, and probably whistling. Whisking and
whistling, whistling and whisking! It's enough
to drive a sane person back to bed. But—and
this is an important but—if they talkin addition
to all this activity, don't hesitate. Get a divorce,
break a friendship, move out—anything! My
favorites are the ones who outline their entire
day, minute by minute, while I'm still trying to
decide what day it is.

I once read an article in the paper which gave
me hope. It was written by a doctor who stated
that because sleep is rejuvenating, a period dur-
ing which the body renews itself, people who
sleep heavily and awake with difficulty are
healthier than restless sleepers who leap out of
bed full of energy. I never argue with doctors
who are on my side.

By noon, I'm totally rejuvenated, ready to
take on the world, and by ten that night, I'm
really hitting my stride, just when everyone's
going home to bed. Ah, the pitfalls of being a
healthy zombie!

Oh, and by the way, can someone explain to
me what a sunrise looks like?

i •>
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CONCH HOUSE

527 FLEMING STREET
(ACROSS FROM FAUSTO'S)
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Reasonably priced

Call Hagan Mgt, Inc.
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SOUTHERN KEYS CEMETERY INC.
Now offering above and below ground burials.

Newly constructed concrete and granite mausoleum
available for immediate or pre-need use

For further information
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serving fresh seafood

Shrimp: Steamed, Stuffed or Fried
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• Stone Crab Claws • Steak • Chicken
Conch Chowder & Conch Fritters

Homemade: Key Lime Pie, Cheesecake
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Key West since 197O ... using be *

seafood and native recipes
-Home of Famous Honey Biscuit -
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EUROPE FOR OUR CONCH FRITTERS

22OO No. Roosevelt Blvd.
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GOOD OL' BOYS
by George Houtte

C onehead told me again—for at least the sixth
time—about the big one that would always
break lines. As usual, I was at Herbie's, sippin'

beer and workin1 on a plate of steamed shrimp.
Conehead said, "Ain't nobody gonna catch him,

cause you couldn't drag that sucker out of his hole
with a rope. You'll have to go down and spear him."

Well, I could have cared less but Fat Frank—who
was bored now that the dolphin season had
passed—must have has his ear cocked from about
five stools over, said, "Me, I don't care for divin'. I
can't hold my breath long enough to do any good."

Cone turned to look. Cone always wears a cap to
hide his pointed head. His latest was a bright yellow
orange one with 'HAWKER POOLS' in large black
print on the front of it.

Fat Frank continued, "I'll bet you a case of cold
ones I can get him out of that hole with my Yankee
rig . . . I'll winch him right out of there."

At the time I had an old thirteen foot Boston
Whaler, I'd bought from Mike Chase, that was a
complete disaster. The transom was loose until I
bandaided it with cloth and resin. I also bought an
old hundred horse Johnson from Eddie Cribbs,
which I overhauled. The motor ran nice and the
only thing wrong with the boat was a few small
cracks in the transom where I'd made the fiberglass
patches.

'You're gonna have to spear him, Frank," Cone
said.

"Naw . . . You don't have to spear him."
And so predictably we went in my little whaler,

out to about a mile and a half North East of Som-
brero Light. It was flat calm. Cone found the spot
easily, having fished over it every day for the past six
months, while working as a mate on the Captain's
Baby out of the Marathon docks.

Frank rigged his Yankee special—two big shark
hooks chained to three eights inch nylon rope. He
clamped a winch—one he'd salvaged from a rusted
out boat trailer—to the bow of my whaler.

Cone peering into the water, between sightings
on some landmarks, waved me to slow down. "We'll
anchor on the otherside of that patch."

I steered to the dark area and Cone threw out the
anchor. Fat Frank baited each hook with a nice fat
fresh mullet. He heaved it over toward where Cone
pointed. Fat Frank pulled a little more line free of
the winch, then locked it.

I started bottom fishing with live shrimp on a
light spinning rig. I soon had a snapper on. He ran
around down there towards Fat Frank's bait and
back again.

As I worked the fish up near the surface, Fat
Frank yelled, "He took the bait, he took the bait."

Cone yelled, "Let 'im take it, let 'im take it."
Fat Frank reared back to set the hook. Suddenly

he was snapped forward almost overboard, and let
the line, burning through his hands, loose.

"God! He's a big one," Fat Frank yelled.
Cone threw on a mask and stuck his head down

in the water. He came back up." That's him. That's
him. Crank 'im up, he just can't reach his hole."

"I'm crankin', I'm crankin'... I got him. He's
comin' up."

I got my snapper in, then peered down in the
water where the grouper worked from side to side.
He was huge. I fell over backwards when the anchor
suddenly let loose and we were dragged over to the
hole.
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OPEN SIX DAYS
294-7635

901 Fleming Street

When you finally see the light
we'll be waiting for you at Shades.

a sunglass emporium
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306 front street

There's rumor of perfection...

LASPALMAS
ORIGINAL 8, INVENTIVE CUISINE
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Sunday Brunch 10-3
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294-7991
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DEFINITELY NOT A STORE FOR JUST EVERYONE

For those people who appreciate gorgeous Chinese &
oriental arts and who appreciate truly good prices. Fine
jewelry too!

We buy in China and sell directly to you. The "Trade"
is, also, welcome ...

LUXURY MADE AFFORDABLE
(SOME OF YOU ARE GOING TO LOVE US!)

Set back at 310 Duval St. 294-2130 (most days 10:30 to 6:00 pm)

HELPLINE VOLUNTEER
COUNSELORS

share a sense of fulfillment by providing
helped nearly 11,000 people last year. an essential community service.

For more information call 296-HELP
Become a vital member of a team of or 1-800-3414343 — TODAY!

friendly, caring and dedicated people who L ^ sZUch, Executive Director
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Guide yow tanoe sttendjr over dear, protected tropical abnd waters.

Treat yowsetf to a feast of the Lower Keyt' most serene

ratural beauty, guided by an experienced local naturalist.

Don't miss this
unique experience!

9 a.m. to A p.m. • $45.00 per person

($40 per person four or more) •

EQUIPPED CANOES & LUNCH
For more information, write

P.O. BOX « , BIG PINE KEY, FL 33043

CALL 305-872-2620

FIRST THREE CLASSES FREE

"SUV Uesc TiaWoulo
la March exploring."

KARATE
CLASSES

Kids 14 and under
5:30-6:30 pm Mon.-Fri.
10:00-11:00 am Sat.

Adult Beginners
6:30-7:30 pm Mon.-Fri.
12-1:00 pm Mon. & Wed.
10:00-11:00 am Sat.

Advanced/Others
7:30-8:30 pa Mon.-Fri.
11:00-12:00 am Sat.
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KEY WEST TAEKWONDO INSTITUTE
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294-3509
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Sanctioned by American Taekwondo Association



18 19

SHAMROCK
TYPING SERVICE

"We meet deadlines"

All-Typing Needs
Temporary Office Help
Mail Forwarding
Light Bookkeeping
Transcribing
Typing Lessons

KEY WEST'S
MOST PROFESSIONAL

TYPING SERVICE

714 Elizabeth Street

296-7165

NOTARY PUBLIC
(WEDDINGS PERFORMED)

Member Key West Chamber of Commerce

Fat Frank cursed while he cranked like a maniac.
He cranked us over the hole, wheezing all the while.

"Damn," he screamed, "the mother's in the hole
. . . crank the motor and back off. We'll pull that

"Stop, Frank, stop," I yelled. "We're gonna go
under."

We give
you credit
for your
success.

S$k Southeast
WBank

Key West Banking Center
422 Front Street
(305) 294-4601

Member FDIC

iinai'.rnaia.iij.iiu

sucker out."
"I don't know, Frank? I don't want to screw up

my boat."
Cone, with a mask and fins on, went over the

side.
"Naw, it ain't gonna hurt your boat. Back down

slow, an' when I yell, goose it for all it's worth."
"Okay," I said. "Pull up the anchor."
Even knowing better, when he yelled, I did it. I

gave it all the hundred horse had. Nothing.
Cone came gasping up from his dive. "I can see

'im in there."
He pointed in the general direction of Sombrero.

"You've got to pull in that direction. Give it all the
slack you have on the winch, Frank."

When Fat Frank had all the line paid out, Cone
pushed the boat around for the bow to point directly
at the light. As he pushed himself clear of the boat, I
gave it full throttle. She leaped up like when she's
goin' off on a plane and stopped dead in the water. I
kept revin' the engine. Nothin'. Then we tried
backin' down again.

"Hand me a spear," Cone said. "I'm gonna go
down and pry him out."

He was back up in about a minute. "That sucker's
sure in there."

I shut down the motor. Cone pulled himself
aboard, put on his cap, and we took a beer break.

About halfway through the third or fourth one,
Cone said, "I'm gonna go down and put a spear in
that mother. Then he'll come out. When I jerk on
that line you give it all she has."

So we sat there. The bow pointing toward the
grouper hole, and the stern pointing toward the
light. It seemed a long time—but less than a
minute—before the line jerked and I poured the gas
to her in reverse gear. I thought I felt the fish comin1

out so goosed her a couple of times for good mea-

AN ASIAN RESTAURANT & TEAHOUSE

vvw

Open 6:30-11:00 Closed Wednesday
Chinese Stir-fru/s, Indian Curries, Exotic Thai Specialties

Indonesian Sataqs,Fresh Local Seafood
Where East Meets Keq West!

613V2 Duval (Rear) 294-6230

sure, when the transom was ripped clean from the
boat like a cap from a bottle of beer. Geez! I can't
believe what I'm seein'. The motor's gone, just
hangin' down a few feet under water by the steerin'
and battery cables.

Oh geez!" I yell. "Frank, you ruined my God
damned boat"

It was the damnest thing I ever saw. You know,
everyone says you can't sink a whaler, and thank
God, if s true.

Frank laughed hysterically.
"Geez, Frank. My boat."
Frank sobered for a moment, then laughed again

and gasped, "You sure look foolish sittin' there with
nothin' behind you."

Cone came up out of breath and swam around to
the stem. "Holy geez, what a mess, what hap-
pened? Damn . . . well, I got a spear in that
sucker."

What a revoltin' development! All I can think of is
I got my last buck into that overhaul on the motor.

Cone climbed back on what was left of the
whaler. Luckily we had a cooler full of cold ones or it
would really have been a disaster. I sat looking
forward, sippin' my beer, hopin' I was on a drunk
and had just imagined what had happened.

Nobody was countin' how many we'd downed
when Cone said, "you can have my share."

"Mine too," Fat Frank said. "I'd say he weighs
over three hundred pounds. At a buck a pound you
can get your motor fixed."

I'm not the kind to hurt someone's feelin's but
I'm tempted to make some derogatory remarks
about the kind of jokers I listened to, but didn't. I
just kept sayin' to myself, 'you're stupid an' it's your
own damn fault.'

It was about six hours since we left the dock,
when Cone opened the last one. Fat Frank and I
both refused a swig on it. The wind had picked up
and there was a slight chop on the water.

Then, the boat started to move, draggin' the
motor behind. The big fish knew where he was
goin'. He was on a course headed out to the gulf
stream.

"Throw out the anchor," Cone said.
"No," I said, "the anchor '11 get hung up and he

might pull us under."
"What the hell are we gonna do then?" Fat Frank

said. "He's headed straight out. . . want me to cut
the line?"

"Geez," I said, "nobody '11 ever find us once we
get out in the stream."

Cone shrugged. "Well, we only got about a quar-
ter of a mile left before it's too deep for your short
anchor line . . . why don't we drop the hook, and
Fat Frank can cut the fish loose if the anchor hangs
up on a head and it looks like we're gonna go

THE
WATER SPORT PEOPLE

For all of your water sport needs

SCUBA DIVING
BOARD SAILING

• RENTALS • RETAIL •
508 South Street • 296-4546

Ernest Hemingway
Home and Museum
A Registered National Historical Landmark

OPEN DAILY 9:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M.
907 WHITEHEAD STREET, KEY WEST, FLA.

Take a leisurely tour of the home and gardens of
the late Nobel Prize winner, Ernest Hemingway.
It was here that Mr. Hemingway wrote For
Whom the Bell Tolls, Green Hills of Africa, A
Farewell to Arms, The. Fifth Column, The Snows
of Kilimanjaro, and The Macomber Affair. Mr.
Hemingway was the first important wriferto dis-
cover and make Key West his home. He owned
the home from 1931 to 1961.
Covers One Acre Including Pool & Guest House

Restaurant Francais
"It's the small touches . . . "

NOW SERVING LUNCH
1007 SIMONTON ST./294-7100/OPEN 641 P.M. DAILY

La CrSperie
• Steak
• Seafood
• Wine / Beer

124 DUVAL ST. 294-7677
6 nights 6-10v closed Sunday

FRENCH CHEF/OWNER

27 YEARS
IN KEY WEST

CLEANERS
A N D

L A U N D R Y

1OO1 Truman Avenue
Telephone: 294-1818

IfilS
"one of a kind designs"
Quality Costume Jewelry

& Accessories
Tailoring & Dressmaking

Clothing
Special Gifts

Fabrics
Greeting Cards

Fine Art
Cosmetology & Couture

Consultation
THE BEARDED IRIS

"A year 'round Christmas Shop"
PROPRIETORS

. William C. Sours and Richard S. Mu ml y
12O7 DUVAL ST. • 2 9 4 0 5 S 9
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of Key West, Inc.

• 3 bedroom 1 bath renovated Conch home on deep lot
$165,000

• Duval Street restaurant plus owner's apt Victorian
classic. $330,000.

James A. Blum
Licensed Real Estate Salesman

Seasonal rentals of exceptional calibre.
Sales & Management.

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1737/Key West, Florida 33041-1737 Located at:
400 Simonton Street/Key West, Florida (305) 294-3600, 296-7766. and Home: 296-4578

under."
"Hell, throw it over," I said, (cause by then I'd

had it and I didn't care,) "let that big sucker pull."
So Cone threw th anchor over the side and it

dragged awhile, then caught, and the little whaler
stood on its end like a bobber on a trout fishing rig.
Me and Cone hung on and Fat Frank's under to
above his waist, flailing his arms around in the
water.

Cone yelled, "cut the rope, cut the God
damned rope."

Frank got too busy hangin' on with both
hands. He gasped as the fish made a do or die

attempt to pull us down. His eyes bugged out
as he spit out a stream of water. Then what was
left of the boat popped out of the water.

Fat Frank yelled, "we got 'im," and stood up
wavin' his fat chunky arms. Cone leaped into the
water to retrieve our only paddle and the empty
cooler.

As the whaler veered off on a new tack, Fat
Frank almost waved himself overboard, yellin',
"I bet we got a friggin' world's record fish here."

The anchor line tightened, we started going
around in a circle, and finally slowed down.

When the fish stopped swimming, Cone went

down to take a look see.
He came back up after a minute or so. "He

still has my spear in his neck. He's just restin' on
the bottom. Why don't you try winchin' him in
slow, Frank?"

Frank started crankin' real slow so as not to
excite the grouper.

I saw a lobster boat coming toward us hauling
pots in the distance and figured it might be
Eddie Cribbs, as we passed many lobster pot
bouys with his markin's on them.

Fat Frank finally got the fish to within about
five feet of the boat. "He's dead. I think Cone's

An International
Marina and Beach Resort

Special Water sports Discount Bonus
This certificate entitles you to a

r 10% discount on all Galleon watersports of your choice for today
« J 2 S ^ 5 ? * w SURE J E T * P A R A S A I L • WATERSKI • FISHING • SNORKEL/SCUBA •
HARBOR SADL • WINDSURF • SEAPLANE • GLASSBOTTOM BOAT • MOPED/BICYCLE RENTAL

Additionally,
if you tour the Galleon Resort you will receive

a 10% discount on all Galleon watersports for one week
VALIDATED UPON COMPLETION OF TOUR BY CERTIFIED GALLEON VACATION CONSULTANT

296-7711, ext. 1725
617 FRONT STREET, KEY WEST, FL 33040

THIS ADVERTISING MATERIAL IS BEING USED FOR THE PURPOSE OF SOLICITING SALES OF TIME-SHARE PERIODS.1

„ YOU CAN EA"
DINNER BUFFET
— 5-9 PM —

WITH A CHOICE OF
LOCAL FISH • BABY BACK RIBS

ROAST CHICKEN • ROAST PORK • ROAST BEEF
CONCH CHOWDER • CONCH FRITTERS

5 HOT VEGETABLES

FEATURING ALL YOU CAN EAT
STEAMED SHRIMP

FULL SALAD BAR AND DESSERT BAR
VARIOUS FRESH BREADS
COFFEE, TEA OR SODAS

ONLY $9.95

Bacon
Home Fries

Grits
Chipped Beef Gravy

Biscuits
Fresh Fruit Mix

Coffee

BREAKFAST BUFFET
Scrambled Eggs

French Toast
Corned Beef Hash
Blueberry Muffins

Prunes
Orange Juice

$5.24

Sausage
Hot Cakes

Baked Apples
Sausage Gravy

Rolls
Pineapple Chunks

Tea

BREAKFAST BUFFET: 8-11 AM Mon.-Sat. • 8-2 PM Sun.
OPEN 6 A M - 9 PM DAILY

WE ALSO SERVE LUNCH
All major credit cards accepted

1405 Duval Street 294-2727 fD€|fl
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YUZEN
KIMONO

FUTONS
Lightweight
100% Cotton

The sleeping solution from
Japan for you and your guests.

On a platform or the floor,
folded away for the day.

Choice of colors.

Due to the current strength of
the dollar, I have been notitied

of a temporary
PRICE REDUCTION:

i984 1985
Single $130 $115
Double $170 $145
Queen $195 $170
Prices include delivery to your

door in 10 to 15 aays.

Y U Z E N
KIMONO

PORTER HOUSE
Comer of Caroline and Duval

10 a.m. io 5 pm, 7 days - 294-4323

spear must have finally killed him."
Cone came aboard, put on his hat, and took

off his fins. "Boy, that's some fish."
So we sat, watchin' the sunset.
Soon I was sure it was Eddie Cribb's boat

comin' toward us. I wished it would have been
someone else as I had recently quit workin' for
him when he quit drinkin5 and let his wife talk
him into gettin' bom again. Him that could
really down it. Well, I wasn't about to give up my
beer, and when he said we couldn't carry beer on
the boat anymore, that was the last straw. He
didn't get mad or nothin'. I think he understood.

Well, it was Eddie. He had his I told you so
smirk all over his face as he looked us over.

We sure attracted a lot of attention as we were
towed up to the Johnson Fish House dock. They
weighed our fish in at four hundred and twenty-
two pounds and said it was only good for animal
food. So at thirty-five cents a pound, I got a
hundred and forty-seven dollars and change for
it.

But let me tell you, Cone and Frank, are good
ol' boys. They stayed up with me all night tearin'
that motor down and cleanin' it all up. Fat Frank
helped me fiber glass the transom back on the
boat. Now it looks like a whaler with the scabies,
but I'll tell you, that little boat sure can go.

, • • • • *

The New York Times says it's "exceiCenl"
TheNewYorkTimes says it's "consistent"
The New York Times says it's "popuCar"
The New York Times says it's "spe&aC'

You'fX fuuf it speciaC too.

ztjemuceny
1208 Simanton/Key West

305-294-0717

The Art Department of Florida Keys Com-
munity College will sponsor the first of what is
hoped will be an annual happening—an out-
door art and craft festival of work done by stu-
dents and faculty of the Art Department of the
Community College, Location of this year's
event will be the Key Lime Square area, the new
location of the College's "Downtown Center."
The show is open to the public and there will be
a range of art and craft items for sale—oil paint-
ings, water colors, drawings, prints, photos,
pottery, and sculpture. There is no fee to set up
but exhibition is limited to art faculty and stu-
dents who are currently registered in courses at
the community college. The festival will be held
on Friday, May 2nd from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
spaces will be given out on a first come first
served basis. Anyone interested in participating
in the festival should contact either Gloria Shaw
at 294-7333 (or 296-9081 Ext. 223) or Malcolm
Ross at 294-8301 (or 296-9081 Ext. 313.)

Starting the 1st of May the Community Pool
will be instituting and Aquacise class for adults
under the tutelage of Lee Thompson with Claire
Lacy instructing every weekday from 12:15 P.M.
through 12:45. Knowledge of swimming is not
required and the exercise class is free to the
public. The Community Pool is open seven days
a week from 10:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. at 300
Catherine St. Telephone 294-5490.

Western Union lets you send money
from Peacock Plaza to anywhere

usually in 15 minutes or less!

YOUR PERSONAL SERVICE CENTER

I L O O H B
Private Mailboxes / Money Orders / Passport Photo*

Notary / Rubber Stamps / Keys / Laminating
Carpet Cleaner Rental / Xerox Copies / Packaging / Zip Mail

Gift Wrapping / Boxes / Stamps / United Parcel Service

294-9952
Open 9-6 Mon-Sat / 819 Peacock Plaza (Searstown)

(Near the Cinema Four)

THEFASTESTWAYTOSENDMONEY.

23

BOCA CHICA
BEACH ROAD
by Mary Beaver

J he threat of two widely disparate T's—
terrorism and trash—is being invoked to
deny public access to one of the few remain-

ing natural beaches in the lower Keys.
It's not much, just a few thousand feet along

Old Boca Chica Road behind the Naval Air Sta-
tion, but it has a history of use by local Conchs
going back several generations. The beach is a
bit seedy, much like everything else in the Big
Coppitt-Geiger Key-Boca Chica area. There are a
few tourists. You can't buy food or drink. You
can't rent a float or snorkle. There's not enough
space to play volleyball and watch the girls jig-
gle. As a group of locals know, however, you can
have a picnic, find coral heads within snorkling
distance of the beach, explore some of the best
tidal pools in the Keys, fish from two tidal
creeks, enjoy bird watching, and be on a real
beach. The beach is small and sometimes
splotched with seaweed, but it is real—not
trucked in or dredged up at great expense. It's
been there for decades and represents the origi-
nal Keys in microcosm.

In the old days cars headed for Miami from
Key West crossed a causeway from Stock Island
and used this State Road 941 on their way north.
Since U.S. 1 was built, of course, it has seen
much less traffic and when the Navy built the
new ordnance magazine in 1968 the western

part of the road and beach was closed to the
public. Hurricane Kate gave it a swipe last
November that undermined a short length, and
in a few spots a couple feet of the the shoulder
collapsed which required closing it temporarily.
But why close it permanently? The Navy said
that it is a dagger aimed at base security—a
highway for terrorists. The federal government
recently bought what little property remained
around the roadway, but since the road itself
was not in the purchase Base Commander Cap-
tain R. L. Sullivan, referring to "recent events in
the Mediterranean," asked the County Commis-
sion to close it.

Sullivan's first letter, dated December 4,
1985, asked that the road be blocked just east of
the Navy's back entrance gate onto the road
opposite runway 13/31.

The terrorist main target that Sullivan men-
tions in his letter is the complex of ordnace
bunkers located at the westernmost point of the
road, almost three miles west of the barrier. The
rest of the base is separated from the road by a
chain link fence, which is backed up by salt
ponds and mangrove marshes.

A neighboring family who live on the road
almost opposite the back gate and proposed
barricade, wrote Sullivan and asked that for the
sake of the many people who use the area, the
barrier be moved further west so that civilians
could still use the beach area. The wife pointed
out that a petition to keep the beach available
had been signed by over 1300 people. With the
barrier in the location she proposed, the buffer
zone to the ordnance bunkers would still be over
two miles.

The Captain responded by agreeing to move
further west, with two barriers—the first to limit

vehicular traffic, and a second to close the road
off completely. His proposal would move the
closure 3000 feet to the west, but, unfortun-
ately, would still close the best parts of the area
including the two creeks. Those parts begin
where he proposed his final barrier, and run west
another 1500 feet to where the road peels away
from the beach.

The Captain's compromise suggests that he is
not worried about an attack on runway 13/31,
since it is quite open to view from his proposed
vehicle barrier. Why he was willing to compro-
mise as he did but decline to go the extra 1500 feet
is unclear. The residents' proposal would still
provide a buffer of over two miles between the
barrier and the ordnance magazine area, would
prevent vehicular traffic over that portion of the
road damaged by Kate, and would keep open
that portion of the shoreline with the greatest
appeal to the public.

While the Captain has the major problem, he
has been wiling to listen to and reason with his
neighbors. Not so the County Administrator.
The neighbor's letters to Sullivan and the com-
missioners are models of clarity. Her position on
the whole issue is likewise clear. But in a sur-
prisingly testy memo to the County Commission
members, the Administrator accuses her of
"completely confusing the issue."

• The memo stated that the land around the
road belongs to the Navy, that civilians using
the property could be accused of trespassing,
that to repair the damage from Kate would cost
$200,000, and that the road material when dug
up could be used as cover at the Cudjoe landfill
and save the County $100,000 in fill costs. What
a beautifully simple package, eh? The memo
therefore recommends that the County, when
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626 Duval Street

Mexican Food & Cocktails

Open 12-12 Monday - Saturday
1-12 Sundays

50914 Duval 294-9215

THRIFT STORE

• Men's Clothing • Shoes
• Women's Clothing * Accessories

Children's Clothing • Books • Furniture
• Dishes • Appliances • Utensils

• Toys • Collectables

1926 Flagler Avenue
294-6505

awarded ownership of the road by the Florida
Department of Transportation, should imme-
diately transfer it to the Navy. According to the
County, a public hearing on such a transfer will
be held in the near future. But it doesn't appear
to be quite that simple. One problem with the
Administrator's postion was uncovered by resi-
dents in consultation with legal authorities. It
appears that the road has right-of-way of 50 feet,
or 25 feet on either side of the mid-line. The road
is so narrow, and so close to the water along
most of the stretch under discussion, that the
mean high water (MHW) mark falls within this
25 feet. By state law and constitution, the land
below the MHW line belongs to the people. If
the road remains County (and therefore public)
property, civilians could use this stretch with-
out trespassing.

Another problem with the memo is the
contention that the County can give the road
away and then dig it up. Sullivan's proposed
barriers are gates which could be opened for
Navy use, which indicates he still wants the road
for patrol use and as a quick way to respond
should there be some sort of intrusion.

The biggest problem with the County memo
is the refusal to address concerns of the people
of the County. This attitude appears to be that if
the Navy wants it and the County budget will
benefit, nothing else should be considered.

In his letters, Captain Sullivan also voiced
concern about trash dumping, and about crime
that occurs because of the remoteness of the

area and its thick vegetation. Everyone agrees
that these are problems, but if Monroe County
begins to close roads based on these factors, it
would have to close many, many miles of back
roads. In fact the people who live along the Old
Road are now keeping a close eye on the traffic,
and taking license numbers of those who dump
refuse there. They are prepared to help clean up
what is there and help prevent dumping in the
future. Sheriffs cars must patrol the area any-
way and their presence would add to Navy secur-
ity. Many people now picnic there. Many snor-
kle, many bird watch, many fish.

There seems to be a new sense of community
and shared concern among those who spend
time there, an increased awareness of just how
much the area means to them. An aware and
watchful citizenry along with Sheriff patrols are
more effective than fences in keeping out crimi-
nals, trash and even terrorists. The Navy has
accomplished part of its program already, and
moving the final barrier another 1500 feet west-
ward would make everyone happy. Let the Navy
have the road west of the beach but let's keep
this very small remaining section of natural
beach open to residents and other citizens.

Opening Soon
KEY WEST

N U R S E R Y
Native Landscape Plants

for the Florida Keys.
We're Taking Orders Now.

296-4621 or 296-3334
901 FLEMING STREET
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What's So Great
About Key West
An Ex-Patriot
Ponders the Impossible

By Kathleen J. Hargreaves

I t's been over two years since I left Key West
with a truck full of furniture and a car full of
cats.
I love in New England now. On the New

Hampshire border in a 100 year old "saltbox"
farmhouse that's a stiff walk from its nearest
neighbor. Quite a change from claustrophobic
Key West. My house sits at the foot of a hill and
is shaded by giant oaks and sugar maples that
dance through the seasons in skirts of lemon
and lime and copper and crimson.

When spring arrives with its unexpected
splash of soft sun I plant early peas and iceburg
lettuce, acom squash and hybrid corn. Summer
brings with it bouquets of wild flowers picked

from riverbank fields and overgrown meadows.
Autumn is wood fires of fragrant pinebow kin-
dling that chase the damp and turn cheeks
sweet cherry red. Winter is . . . winter; some
good, mostly not so good except those rare late
night blanket snowfalls and all-day ice storms
that coat the road and trees and telephone lines
with crystal all the more brilliant in the next
day's clear sky.

I am, as it sounds, content with nature's toy
box in New England. And yet sometimes (I never
know when until it happens) I grow so lonely for
Key West I wish I'd never left. It took seven years
to give it up and even then it was tough. My
walking shoes were hard to find that time. My
enthusiasm for what lay ahead was greatly dim-
inished by the knowledge of what I was leaving
behind.

Heft Key West, because I ran out of reasons to
stay. Always before, when I thought of leaving
all I n*ad to do was play the pro and con game. As
long as there were pros the inevitable departure
was indefinately postponed. But as the years
went by so did my reasons. They became harder
to find and harder yet to justify.

At first I was willing to stay for no better
reason than the climate. It was always warm in
Key West. But that changed. Somewhere down

the line I decided it was only warm some of the
time. The rest of the time it was hot. Looking
back I realize I spent fully half my stay trying to
escape the heat.

I took a job with the County and worked
through lunch and often well after five because
the office was air conditioned. From there I went
to The Citizen where the computers, much like
the staff, refused to function when the tempera-
ture rose above 80. At night instead of bettering
my bank account with an occasional freelance
article, I dropped at the Hukilau, the Moon, the
Frog Pond at the old Sands and just about
anywhere else that promised cool air, breezy
conversations and iced drinks. Ah yes, there was
one more place: Tony's; dark as a cave, it was the
best spot I ever found to kick back and chill out.

Hard as I tried to avoid it, the truth ultimately
won out. Maybe there was something great about
Key West. But the weather wasn't.

I arrived at that conclusion one sweltering
mid-summer night when the electricity went
out—as always, for no apparent reason. Laying
in bed, staring up at a useless ceiling fan I
admitted that not even I could swallow my Pol-
lyanna attitude about the glorious weather any
longer. I either had to move on or find a better
reason to continue hanging my hat in Key West.

CLIFF SAWYER
& COMPANY

NOW APPEARING AT

The Tiki Bar Poolside
"B-B-Q" SAT. & SUN.

3 TO 6 P.M.

RESORT INN

SAT. - SUN., 4:00- 6:00
HAPPY HOUR DAILY 5:00 - 7:00

A1A on the Ocean
- Key West -

296-5671

..the best Motel Restaurant in town, The Queen's Table," -N.Y. Times (Jan. 31, 1982)

Fine Dining

THE QUEENS TflBLE
DINNER

5:30 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.
LUNCH

Noon'til 2:15 p.m.
BREAKFAST

7:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Sunday Brunch

Cocktails in the popular
WEST INDIES LOUNGE

Noon 'til 2 a.m.

AI THF SANTA MARIA MOTFI 1401 SIMON TON ST. KEY WEST HO.t 2

NIGHTFALL
What would you call a canvas

shaded island bar on a fourth floor
terrace with a 180° panorama
of the ocean, the city and the bay?
The breeziest, highest and most
romantic place in Key West
for watching the sun disappear.

How about "NIGHTFALL"?
Secluded and remote, but under a
canopy as high and wide as the
heavens. Nightfall is the sunset bar
overlooking the world from the top
of The Reach, the beautiful new
resort on Simonton at the ocean.
There's music and food too.
At Nightfall and then by starlight.
From 4 to 10 P.M. nightly.

A WYNDKAM RESORT

Simonton at the Ocean • 296-5000
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Key West Gonch

Jewelry

FRONT

w
ORIGINAL DESIGNS
hand crafted in Key West
111DUVKL 294-7092

Open everyday 10-4 • VTSA,MC,AMEX

Unable to sleep I sat on the front porch, swat-
ting mosquitos and watching a huge pumpkin-
orange full.moon rise over a pitch black Garrison
Bight. The moon was well overhead before I
seized upon a new rason d'etre. Key West was a
great place to live because it made people into
survivors. I turned the idea around and around
in my head, looking at it from every angle before
concluding virtually everyone I respected was a
survivor. I presumed those who weren't fast
asleep were sitting there in the dark cursing
CES just like me.

Who said no man is an island. Look at us.
Granted we hadn't fine tuned every point but we
certainly were capable of generating our own
electricity, catching our own food, even making
our own clothes (assuming we were willing to
pay the price at Key West Hand Prints.)

Unfortunately, self-sufficiency—the answer I
thought would save me—fell by the wayside
Christmas Day, 1981, the day I invited 50 peSple
over for a traditional turkey dinner with all the
trimmings. I distinctly remember that the power
went out (again) before the birds went in. I lost
many friends that holiday. But I survived.

For the next few years I rolled with the
punches. I took life as it came. When it gave me
lemons, I made lemonade (with bottled water
because the stuff that came out of the tap in
those days could poison a catfish.) And every
June 1 was growing one year older.

Strangely enough the island was doing just
the opposite. Everywhere I looked there were
new hotels, and modem designer houses hidden
under the shell of tin-roofed cottages that for
nearly 200 years sheltered families who had
inter-married so long and so frequently that it

jvas no longer possible to separate one clan from

another. Before I left Key West I began to make
frequent, solitary trips through the streets of
Old Town. I think I was trying to memorize
things as they were so I had a solid image of
what I was leaving behind.

In quiet times I compiled mental lists of peo-
ple who, for one reason or another, I thought
exemplified that unique, intangible quality that
made Key West so different from anyplace I'd
been. People like Norm Berg, Asta Snider, and
Martha Menendez. Willie Ward, Marion Stev-
ens, Tony Terracino, Walter Ashe, Kim Romano,
Bill Manville, George Garneau, Julie Perrin'
Larry Thompson and Barbara Bauer. Bill Huckle]
too. But knowing Bill he'll take a red pen to his
name long before this piece ever sees print.
Some of those people were my first introduction
to the island. They made a lasting impression.
Many of them still live there. Others left for
good, for a season, for better pay, or a better
foothold.

Still others, like Stan Windhorn, Gitta the
Seamstress and Peter Webber left Key West
only when death forced it upon them.

Ultimately tapped out, I turned to less com-
plicated forms of life—homeless kittens, mal-
nourished dogs, and two-legged lizards. I mar-
velled at bougainvilleas and wild orchids that
grew unencouraged into towering trees. I
savored the scents of night blooming jasmine
and ylang-ylang as if I'd never smell them again.
To this day I cannot think of the island without
also remembering the philodendron, king of
Key-West plants; their leaves as big as dinner
platters and roots so massive they reminded me
of the beanstalk Jack climbed to escape into the
clouds.

cJlLcls

Charbroiled to your taste

)RIM]

Open 5:00 to 11:00 p.m.
for dining

Also Late Night Menu after11 p.m.

528 FRONT STREET 294-3829

The Oldest Newstand in
Key West

L\̂ lladares 6 Son
Featuring A Selection of Over 3000 Paperbacks

NEW YORK TIMES - WALL STREET
JOURNAL
OUT OF TOWN
NEWSPAPERS .
PAPERBACKS -
MAGAZINES

1200 Duval Street

In their own disjointed ways all these things
were important/but none was strong enough to
bind me to the island. In the end I had to go.

I live nearly 2,000 miles away today, near the
northern terminus of A1A. I have almost ad-
justed to the brusque northern attitude and its
no-nonsense work ethic. I enjoy sleeping under
quilts and sharing my bed on cold winter nights
with my Key West cats who, too, have made
friends in New England. I can travel hundreds of
miles on a dozen different highways and never
end up in the same place twice. I have all the
diversions I lacked in Key West; concerts,
mountain scenery, 50 different movies to
choose from on any different day, the country,
the city. It's all there for the asking.

Yet sometimes, like today, I am filled with a
melancholy that only a trip to the island can
cure. I look up from my work. My mind relaxes
and wanders like the river out my window and
comes to rest on the swallows and hawks and
ravens that travel in seemingly purposeless
flight from one perch to the next.

And I realize I am still asking myself the same
weary question I have for nine years. What's so
great about Key West? The most I can say is that
there's something magic about the place. It's
not much of an answer but it's the best I've come
up with yet. Until I can think of something
better I'll settle for that. I know it's vague but at
least it begins to explain my fascination with a
place I've loved and sometimes hated since the
first day we met. It helps me understand why I
can't wait to go back every opportunity I can.

Maybe I keep returning for the same reason I
left. Perhaps I'm still looking for an answer that
can't be put into words.

Island
City

HOUSE
"A Unique

Place
to Stay"

411
WILLIAM

STREET
ON OLD KEY WEST!

294-5702

816 duval key weil

THE ALTERNATIVE T-SHIRT STORE
EXCITING T-SHIRTS & SHORTS!

BEACHWEAR & KEY WEST WEAR

608 DUVAL/294-9710

your full service pet shop
• • •

Select a Friend
from the large variety of

pets of all types
DO DOG & CAT GROOMING

KEY PLAZA 296-6912

Stotfc
701 DUVALSTREET

296-9962
918-B KENNEDY DRIVE

294-5954

SPECIALIZING IN:

Sweatshirts
Golf Shirts

Satin
Jackets

T-Shirts
Shorts
Embroidered
Towels

Team Jerseys

EMBROIDERY BY

RALPH LAUREN
POLO

assortment inc.
404 DUVAL • KEY WEST

You'll be amazed at how quickly and easily your
child learns to swim with AquaLearn, the revolutionary
new leam-to-swim aid. Basically, it's a swimsuit fitted
with several individually removable polyfoam floats.
Unlike conventional flotation aids, AquaLearn allows
you to adjust and reduce buoyancy, and the child's
dependence on it, in easy stages. The design is so
logical you'll wonder why you haven't seen'one before.
While other, buoyancy aids merely keep the child
afloat, AquaLearn actually promotes swimming.

Available at
A WORLD FOR CHILDREN
A Children's Department Store

4Oi Duval • Old Town Key West

-tkt.

COME ADOPT ONE OF OUR NESTLINGS.
LAaqEST VARIETY of ixoTJc Awd h»wd4td b»by b inds

ST7 FLEMING STREET - 2?6 »89O
SuppllES iNcludiNq ctqfs, Toys, SEE<I kn4 TREATS • TiMif*q INSTRUCTIONS
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Commentary
The Key West RDA, Part VII:

Back to 'Square One'
by George Murphy

Since 1981, the Key West RDA has been work-
ing with Sarasota attorney John Dent and Key
West Harbour Development Corporation toward
the transfer of the Truman Annex Naval Base
back to the city. For the past month, the devel-
opment corporation has been unwilling to
commit itself to the purchase, citing impending
changes in city zoning densities and the possi-
bility of a Rate-of-Growth ordinence which
would severely limit its plans for high-density
condominium and commercial construction and
curtail its plans for a 500 room convention
hotel.

Last Friday, the RDA board voted 5 - 0 to find
KWHD in default of its agreement with the RDA
and the GSA to make the downpayment of the
property by the 24th. As late as last Friday's RDA
meeting, no word had come from John Dent
and, as a result of that lack of action and com-
munication, KWHD lost its rights to the devel-
opment and to a lease.

As a result, the RDA does not have sufficient
funds to purchase the property.

With the GSA deadline set at April 30, it does
not now seem possible that the RDA, currently
without legal counsel, could sufficiently review
development plans or subsequently approve
any alternative lease proposals.

According to RDAboardmember Lou Hernan-
dez, "we are back to square one."

Hernandez added, "that may not be a bad
thing."

The Crudest Month
In April, as the GSA deadline approached, the

city saw some major changes in the RDA board.
Two new boardmembers Robert Kruse and Lou
Hernandez stepped in to replace outgoing mem-
bers John Magliola and Philip Dobert.

The RDA's attorney, Michael Halpem, also
departed.

Halpern, saying he was sick of the recent
controversy surrounding his contract (or lack of
one) with the RDA, sent a letter to the RDA
board asking that they agree to allow him to
withdraw his contract. They voted to accept the
withdrawal and to advertise for a new attorney.

Though Halpern claimed that the contract
was legal and valid, there were a number of
issues concerning the document which led city
commissioners and RDA boardmembers to ques-
tion its legality.

Among those issues were the lack of a date,
the lack of the proper, legally-required signa-
tures, the absence of any public RDA board
discussion or approval,the insertion of unap-
proved fees and payments, and the assertion of
RDA executive director Steve McDaniel that no
contract had ever been drawn up.

RDA boardmember Gus Mirzaoff, who had
gone on record in the past saying that Halpem
did not represent his views, said that the con-
tract was irresponsible, invalid, and illegal.
"There was no copy on record and the board has
never discussed or approved one." he said.

April was also a month of very little public
action.

National Property Disbursement Director Jim
Buckley said at a meeting in GSA National
Headquarters in Washington D.C. that the Feb-
ruary 7th letter from Joe Crenshaw of the
Atlanta GSA office in which he threatened the
possibility of the GSA entering into a joint ven-
ture with the developer so that "the project
could go forth . . . without ragard to local zon-
ing" was "an absolute violation of GSA policies
and the city "shouldn't worry about it," but
would not indicate whether any action would be
forthcoming in regard to this policy violation.

As the GSA deadline of April 30 approached,
representatives of KWHD were unwilling to give
either the city or the RDA an indication as to
whether they were planning to go ahead with
their contract.

In March, Dent sent a letter to the RDA
expressing his belief that the city's actions res-
cinding the 1980 Community Redevelopment
Plan (on which the development plans were to

RDA board, addressed the commission saying
that she had made numerous phone calls around
the country at personal expense and had located
a possbile sub-investor: Occidental Securities
Group of Santa Monica, California.

Shortly thereafter, RDA director Steve McDan-
iel said that Occidental had been well informed
of the risks in taking over the development from
Dent. However, on the 17th, George Perrin of
KWHD said that they had backed off from their
proposed deal to buy out Dent's rights for a
reported $1.4 million.

Perrin cited the unprofitability of the 600-
unit restrictions which seem likely to come from
the city as the source of their reluctance. Perrin
further reported that KWHD was also in negoti-
ations with other investors, though he refused
to identify them.

Two days later, Occidental claimed that it was
still in negotiation.

Occidental Securities was identified as a firm
dealing in "sales of precious metals." Solares
Hill has learned that those sales often "involve
telephone solicitation techniques."
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be based) constituted a breach of KWHD's con-
tract with the RDA. Dent wrote that, "it is our
opinion that the City and your Agency have
breached our agreement."

The RDA responded by saying that a valid
contract indeed still existed and requested a
determination of the development corporation's
intent as to going forth with that agreement by
the April 30 deadline.

Since KWHD, by lack of action, is now in
breach of its own contract, it seems unlikely
that Dent will have any legal recourse against
either the city or the RDA.

Occidental Securities
While KWHD continued to assert that the

proposed new zoning regulations and Growth
Management Ordinance would make it finan-
cially impossible for them to turn a sufficient
profit on the planned development, the idea of
the purchase of sub-portions of the property by
other groups was mentioned at numerous
workshops.

At a City Commission/RDA workshop last
month, Dr. Debra Flynn, a local chiropractor
who had been an unsuccessful nominee to the

House

Though Occidental President Steve Williford
and representative Malcolm Luckin were in Key
West recently to examine the property, RDA
board members claim that the corporate repre-
sentatives had not had the courtesy of meeting
with the board so that they could learn more
about the corporation, its intentions, and its
financial capacities.

Though Occidental Securities' Malcolm
Luckin said to the Miami Herald that Dr. Flynn
had no interest in that company, within a week,
a new company coincidentally named Occiden-
tal Land Development Group (OLD) had been
formed and Dr. Flynn's boyfriend, Lynn Kephart,
announced at last Friday's meeting that he did
have an interest in the new company and that
he'd been negotiating with KWHD "down to the
last minute" for the purchase of their develop-
ment rights.

Board member Lou Hernandez said that he
suspected that "they are, like Dent not land
developers. And we don't know who they are.
Over the last week, they were changing person-
ell as well as changing the names of their
companies."

"I went to the library to see if they were listed
with Dun & Bradstreet. The might be—but I

couldn't find it."
Naturally, the RDA board in its efforts to pro-

tect the best interests of the city would need
much more information before seriously con-
sidering an Occidental lease. "When I think of
developers," said Hernandez, "I think of corpor-
ations like Rausse and Oppenheimer, compa-
nies with proven track records and solid reputa-
tions. Here we seem to have a group of investors
who are interested in making money but we
don't even know who they are."

At the very least, because it is newly formed, it
can be said that OLD has no track record at all.
Numerous telephone attempts on the part of
Solares Hill to obtain information about the
new corporation from Lynn Kephert or Dr.
Flynn have been in vain.

Board Frustrations
Doing their best to work against the impen-

ding deadline and to try to salvage a deal for the
city, some board members have expressed a
number of frustrations.

Robert Kruse has been frustrated by his
inability to get extensive documentation of the
history of the proposed lease with KWHD. As
well, upon showing up at RDA headquarters to
put in some serious hours of work to salvage
whatever might be salvageable, claims to have
found confusing and insufficient information of
the history of the proposed deal and of the pre-
cise terms of the arrangements for the sale of the
property as well as the potential arrangements
regarding the lease. "We're under super-pressure
to make a decision based on logical and thor-
ough information. I haven't found that the
information regarding the subject to be suffi-
ciently clear and explicit enough to allow me to
do the job I'd like to do. For example, we keep
hearing about infrastructure problems but,
unless I see evidence to the contrary, it seems to
me that there are many facilities over there ready
for use now."

This inability to obtain information may be
connected to what Lou Hernandez calls "a dis-
trust in the new members creating an obviously
new majority attitude . . . a suspicion that per-
haps we'd come onto the board to start firing
people."

Hernandez feels that KWHD has not been
acting in good faith in that the board has been
kept in the dark and not apprised of day-to-day
negotiation developments. He said, "I don't
know that they ever really wanted to negotiate a
deal with Occidental because they've had others
in the wings which they didn't tell Occidental
about. With the deadline so close, they behaved
in an illogical manner. Everyone was kept in
suspense. This is not good faith."

Hernandez added, "I'm not sure I can under-
stand their behavior. With the Occidental buy-
out, they could have at least recouped $1.4
Million of their losses. It was obviously a decent
deal."

Gus Mirzaoff expressed frustration in the lack
of speed with which the agency placed news-
paper ads for a new attorney, pointing out that
the placing of such an ad, especially in the local
newspaper should not have taken 5 days, espe-
cially under the emergency situation of the
impending deadline.

What Next?
Apparently, almost anything is possible.

On April 9th, Captain Ray Sullivan, com-
continued pg 51

Solares Hill ANNOUNCES
A New Column

"Sixty-Eight Eighty"
by George Murphy

Since its inception ten years ago, Solares Hill has maintained a commitment to public service with
the news and the opinions which affect our lives and our community.

This month, we are taking what we hope will prove to be a giant step forward in public service with
the institution of a new column "Sixty-Eight Eighty," with our investigative reporter, George Murphy.

We've installed a Solares Hill telephone "Hotline" which will be available to all, 24-hours-a-day.
The contents each month of "Sixty-Eight Eighty" will be based on the issues that you consider

important: your concerns, your questions, your ideas.
If there's a question you want answered, an issue you want us to look into, a local problem you can't

seem to resolve,

CALL 294-6880
and leave your message and, if you want, your name.

We'll see if we can help.
We obviously can't guarantee to the concerns of each caller but we'll do our best to attend to those

matters most important to our readers and our community.
were long overdue and are an absolute necessity
to help solve the long-range sewer, garbage and
traffic problems we now have, which were

How does the proposed Cultural
Preservation Society lease for
"Sunset" at Mallory Square Com-
pare with other city leases?
The proposed C.P.S. lease for "Sunset" hours is
for $264/year with additional requirements
that they pay a security officer to be present
daily (estimated at $60/day) and that they
maintain insurance (estimated at $5,300.) As
such,the city's requirements would cost C.P.S.
in excess of $27,000.00/year.

According to information provided by the City
Clerk's Office, some of the current city leases are
as follows:

Lessee
Conch Tour Train

Key West Buggy Bus
Jan McArt Theatre
Steadman's Boat Yard
Key West Handprint

Fabric
Chamber of Commerce

$ per annum
10% of gross revenues
(or 20,000 minimum)
5% of gross revenues
$7,600
$6,000
$3,600

$120

As well the following have city leases for $l/year:

Key West Art Center
Key West Power
Squadron

The Center of Hope

The Rotary Club

Monroe County
Translator Tower

Key West Yacht Club
K.W. Garden Club

Bottanical Gardens
Fraternal Order of

Police
Monroe County

Mosquito Control
O.I.R.F. Hospitality

House

A question I'd like Commissioner
Halloran to answer: "How do you
feel about the contention that im-
pact fees may make low-to-moder-
ate income housing projects diffi-
cult if not impossible?"
The impact fees passed by the.City Commission

created by years of neglect.

We are trying to design these laws so as not to
harm young people starting out in life. For
example, a couple building a one-bedroom
"starter" home would pay no sewer impact fee at
all. Neither would a family remodeling an exist-
ing house.

Any honest attempt by a developer to build
housing units that he guarantees will be used
for low income housing and families could be
exempted in some manner from city-impact
fees. I would personally support this.

But phony programs to build so-called "afford-
able" housing which are only another way to
package major developments and make rich
men richer, don't deserve any breaks.
What has made new low to moderate income
housing difficult are the high prices of labor,
materials, utility hookups, and especially land,
and as long as the T.D.C. spends over a million
dollars per year telling the world to come to Key
West, more people will'come, like what they see,
buy a piece of the rock and help drive land prices
even higher. It's a simple matter of supply and
demand.

I believe a young family canstill build a new
house or remodel an old one at a reasonable
price the same way it has always been done: by
doing the work yourself with the help of friends
and relatives, by taking advantage of the free or
inexpensive building materials that abound in
Key West, and by starting with a smaller house
or one that is not completely finished before you
move in. I know it can be done, and is being
done today.

Yes, the impact fees make it a little tough, but
they are the medicine we have to take because
we didn't look after our city's health. There is no
use crying about the taste. One example is the
$500,000 fine we are now paying E.P.A. for
failing to build a sewer plant and continuing to
dump raw sewage into the ocean. We ignored
their requests, lawsuits and consent orders for
years, and played loose and fast with their grant
money, continued pg 48
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MEMORIAL
TO

JOHN CIARDI
Shortly after the death of John Ciardi, David

Jackson organized a memorial tribute to him at
the Monroe County Library. It was a splendidly
realized happening that imbued all present—
friends, aquaintances, admirers, passersby—
with a fine sense of this most worthy man. I
heard that someone who was present later said,
"I didn't know I loved that man so much."
Perhaps this is apocryphal but, uttered or not,
everyone present felt a special warmth for John.

Unfortunately the remarks of his friends and
colleagues went unrecorded. With a few excep-
tions, (EUy Welt had to abridge for us her
remarks due to contractual obligations with her
publisher and a few extemporaneous thoughts
may have been lost),the following is pretty close
to a word for word facsimile of what transpired.
David Jackson, to whom we are all indebted for
arranging the tribute, has a few words now.

"Remembering John Ciardi, as Mend and
neighbor, here in Key West, is both sad and
rewarding, for hardly a day goes by we don't
recall a Ciardism and smile, nostalgically, and
wish he were still just around the comer. So on
the Thursday after his death, in New Jersey, we
got together, in the library auditorium, and
spoke about him. Leading off, EUy Welt read
letters she'd received from John over the years,
and a small sardonic excerpt from a mock auto-
biographic piece; Richard Wilbur then talked
about Ciardi as longtime friend and fellow poet

and read two Ciardi poems, moving us all. Next
Philip Burton spoke about his long friendship
and weekly meetings with John, and read Ciar-
di's poem about his own dead Uncle Alec. Then
John Hersey read John Ciardi'spoem to his wife
and joys of marriage, and also remembered John
as fellow resident in Windsor Lane compound;
Arnold Sundgaard rose and recalled John's
splendid voice on radio and how he had fantas-
ized about John's voice doing various great arias
from opera; finally, Tom Sanchez spoke (quot-
ing Lorca) of the act of creating poetry and
prose. A fine audience responded, and we all left
that room feeling we'd properly and meaning-
fully remembered a great poet, etymologist,
essayist and teacher. And, so, we said goodbye to
John.

John Ciardi

ELLYWELT
When David Jackson asked me to participate

in the Writers' Memorial, I was grateful, for John

Ciardi had been almost daily in my life as men-
tor, and he and Judith dear friends to me and to
my husband Peter.

David told me that others—Richard Wilbur,
John Hersey, and Philip Burton—would be
reading from John's poems. I, too, wanted to
read his own words. He was an inveterate letter
writer, and his letters are as brilliant and witty as
everything else he wrote, and, they revealed,
more than his conversation, what was on his
mind.

So for two melancholy days, I sorted through
our correspondence and put together a ten min-
ute reading of excerpts from our letters to each
other. I began with a letter dated November 9,
1980.

Dear Elly:
I relax into old age, bracing myself for

incipient Senior Citizenship. As it says on
the greeting cards, my back goes out more
than I do, and when I sit in the rocking
chair, I have trouble getting it going. But
when I am not being a visiting poop . . . I
have become a happy hermit of my own
attic and . . . have the happiest sense of
having survived ambition—and I like it;
nothing is done for any reason except that
I am engrossed in the doing. If that doesn't
sound too dreary, let me wish you as
much.

I felt it important, at one point, to refer to his
love of words:

April 18,1982
Dear Elly:
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I think in less than a month I shall be
able to send off the typescript of Browser's
II, and how sweet it will be to get it off my
hands, the etymology is all but driving me
away from poetry. However long it takes
me to get Browser's III finished, it will be
at a much slower pace that leaves time for
first things.

Let me give you a fascinator (to explain,
in part, why I can't resist this stuff):

In XIV English kerse meant "weed-any
weed." In XV, by a metathesis I cannot
explain, the form became cress, now spe-
cific to the mustard plant, of which water-
cress is a relative, but then meaning any
weed, the old prob. continued to say
kerse. The altered young took it to be
curse, and proceeded to change "I don't
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give a kerse" to be "I don't give a damn."
How can one resist such stuff?

May all your curses turn into fresh crisp
-watercress and damnation shrivel like the
late weeds. My admiration and high regard

• to Peter. My love to you both.

John

Goodheavens! That sounds as if I excluded
you from admiration and high regard. I
do not.

John would invent a limerick at the slighest
provocation:

March 5,1984
Dear John,

My Ciardi disc is in the TRS-80, and the
file today is named "John/M84:l" . . .

April 2,1984
Dear Elly:
There once was a gal from Kaintuck
Whose TRS-80 got stuck
On an X-rated scene
And became so obscene
She screamed, "Peter! It's running amuck!"

He was dedicated to his wife Judith and their
children, Jonnel, Myra, and Ben, wrote volumes
of poetry to them and about them, and, always,
they were in his letters:

JUDITH IS ON THE VERGE OF HAVING
another wedding anniversary. God, wives
get married for a long time! I woke recently
on my birthday and found myself trapped
in a 67 year old body. My first thought was,
"Help! What am I doing here/somebody
get me out. But there was no answer.
Probably a good thing.

I ended with a quotation he sent from a 12,000
word autobiography he was trying to write for
Gale Research:

The actuarial tables give me plus or
minus ten more years, perhaps a little
longer if I stop smoking, but having been a
chain smoker for almost fifty-five years
now, I am satisfied to die of my own bad
habits and pray only to escape my death as
a result of someone else's. Beyond prayer, I
claim survivor's rights, at least some of the
rights would in any case have been mine
had I been the one to wave from that smok-
ing bomber forty years ago. I am an obso-
lete word freak with all debts paid up and a
little time left—my time. It need not come
to much to be all there is. I wouldn't have
missed it.

RICHARD WILBUR

I first knew John Ciardi when he was 30 or so
and I was in my middle twenties. We taught
together at Harvard as assistant professors of
English; in our leisure, we took each other on in
bitter games of anagrams; we showed our early
poems to each other, hoping for unqualified
praise but consenting to becritiri^djp^mng the
early 1950's we lectured on alternate summer
days at the Bread Loaf School of Writing, pre-
tending to differ more than we really did. He
played it earthy, and I played the aesthete. After
those years, Charlee and I were always in loving
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touch with John and his wonderful wife Judith,
and for the last decade we were near (and close)
neighbors during the Key West winters.

With such an old friend one develops a habit
of almost daily inward conversation. In any
week of my latter life, "I have often felt moved to
talk or write to him about some matter of taste or
fact or language (especially language) and see
what he might say. During the days since his
death, that has continued, and I have repeatedly
had the experience which Wordsworth describes
in his sonnet "Surprised by joy"—I've turned to
speak with him, and he has not been there. I
suppose that this will go on for as long as I live.

When a man's life ends, and he stops chang-
ing, it becomes safer to generalize about his
qualities and achievements. Let me say one or
two little things about him. He often came on as
a hard, aggressive guy with a big voice. Some-
times the aggression was real: he didn't agree

with everybody, he didn't love everybody. Yet
those who knew him knew that he had the
softest of hearts, the most loyal and remember-
ing of hearts. To his great credit, John did not
moderate his strong-voiced assertiveness during
the late 1960's, a period in which babes and
sucklings were thought to know it all, and per-
sons of authority were expected to hang beads
around their necks and be concessive. It did him
honor to lose the directorship of the Bread Loaf
conference through a refusal to muffle his con-
victions and appease the times.

John did not present himself as an ethnic
type, but he preserved in himself the best of his
inheritance. He had the lapsed Catholic's serious
and wistful view of faith; the Italian acceptance
of death; a joy in Italy's language, arts, and
literature; Italian feelings about how food and
drink and friends should be treated; and Italian
devotion to his family.

Sometimes he liked to play Mafia. I used to say
about him, and to him, that he had a romance
with practicality and tough realism. Many of us
have heard him say that poetry was a racket, and
that he meant to get rich in it. Well, he did make
some money, honest money, in certain spin-off
activities like lecturing. But lfet it be said that he
was really a stubborn purist. He never cheap-
ened one line of his verse in the hope of pleas-
ing the great public and swelling his sales.

John was good to hear on public radio—the
voice was splendid, and the substance charm-
ing. He was to the end a deservedly popular
figure on the lecture and poetry-reading cir-
cuits. He wrote a good column. He put together
a truly stimulating text book, a fresh anthology of
his contemporaries, a number of delightful and
curious ventures into etymology. He earned his
prizes as a prolific writer of children's verse; he
was always one of the best poets of his genera-
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tion; and he gave the English language its very
best translation of Dante's Commedia. If it were
human to be satisfied, John might have been
well satisfied.

I want to end by reading one of his short I
poems—and then by reading another short one
which caught my attention as I was waiting to
speak, and which is perfectly attuned to this
occasion. The first poem is the best from his last
book The Birds of Pompeii. He knew it was the
best poem in that book; I know that because he
had it printed on the back of the jacket. As he
said of the latter poems of Wallace Stevens, this
poem is metrically limber, and based "on a
reminiscence of the pentameter." It has the
natural movement of developing thought or
unfolding talk. Its language is about how the most
precious truths cannot be proven; how we miss
out on them if we ask for proof, since such
truths call only for belief.

"True or False"

Real emeralds are worth more than synthetics
but the only way to tell one from the other
is to heat them to a stated temperature,
then tap. When it's done properly
the real one shatters. j

I have no emeralds.
I was told this about them by a woman
who said someone had told her. True or false,
I have held my own palmful of bright breakage
from a truth too late. I know the principle.

That is beauty. The other poem is called simply
"Poetry," and it ends with the gutsiest possible
definition of poetry—as an "echo from the ice."
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Death is everywhere. Yet
it may be the most act of not-
dying. Listen when there is time.
Make time till it is still enough

"to hear across water and time
the tilting band of the Titanic
nearer my Oom to Pah! The tuba
pumping behind prayer over
and over. The North Atlantic

already in their shoes. But one more
time long as there is time over
and over, the music holding
to itself, holding everything
not long, but for its while,
forever. The comets throwing
their lifeline high and clear
over the cold bald misted curve
nowhere, the tuba pumping
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the prayer behind the prayer,
an echo off the ice.

Oompah!

PHILIP BURTON

One of the privileges that has been mine as a
result of 1 iving in Key West is that I have come to
know in person some distinguished authors
most of them only winter-residents, and the one
with whom I have spent most time was John
Ciardi. For a few seasons it became customary
for him to come over to my house for an after-
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noon most weeks, but in this season which is
just ending he came for only one afternoon,
because he was leaving to go on a lecture-tour.

I always enjoyed his visits. He inscribed the
copies of his books which he gave me. It would
make me blush to read some of those inscrip-
tions, but in one he wrote of "the pleasure of
touching minds." John always had to have an
audience. Even when he grumbled-—and he
grumbled a lot—he did so with such wit that my
response was not a sigh of sympathy but a
chuckle.

His brilliant extempore wit was the secret of

his success as a teacher and lecturer. Some of
you were probably here when he gave a lecture
in this very hall early this season; you will
remember how entertaining he was as he re-
vealed some of his astonishing discoveries about
the English language.

I knew some of John's work long before I met
him. More than thirty years ago I read his trans-
lation of Dante's Inferno, the first volume of the
complete translation of The Divine Comedy. I
knew two other translations, those by John Sin-
clair and Dorothy Sayers, but for me John Ciar-
di's surpasses them. He was uniquely equipped
for the task, for he was a master of both Italian
and English, and in addition he had the sensiti-
vity of a true poet.

In recent years his main interest had become
words, their origin and meaning, but he was an
etymologist of a curious kind. This is what he
says about it:

"I became an obsessive etymologist when I
realized, after forty-five years of trying to write in
the American language, that I simply did not
know enough about my own tongue. So far, I
have compiled my findings into two volumes, of
which this is the second. If I am. left time, I
hope to compile at least a third, and perhaps a
fourth. If I have had no serious purpose, I have
piddled away more than ten years. Yet I have no
serious claims I care to assert. I may have been
doing nothing more than beachcombing to see
what shells I might turn up. When the shells
were ordinary or badly broken, I tossed them
aside. The inner directive has been simply, 'Hey,
look at this one!—and this one!—and this one!'
This beach is covered with specimens too good
to leave ungathered. Nor have I any ambition to
be a conchologist, and to give up collecting in
order to classify what I have collected. The
longer I beachcomb, the more I sense what the
sea is doing and has been doing inside itself. But
the collection is for its own sake."

The result of this search was A BROWSER'S
DICTIONARY, which he describes as "A Com-
pendium of Curious Expressions and Intriguing
Facts." It was a surprising success, so much so
that ASECOND BROWSER'S DICTIONARYwas
published, and this he described as a "Native's
Guide to the Unknown American Language." It
didn't sell as well as the first volume, and for this
John blamed the publishers; they had assumed
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that the success of the first volume would
ensure the success of the second, and so they
cut back on advertising. Still, it sold well
enough to call for the publication of a third
volume, and that is due out soon. John was
already collecting words and phrases for a fourth
volume. __

I will end wî h a poem of John's. I told him
how much I liked it, and he asked me to read it to
him; I am happy to do so again. It's in a book
called FOR INSTANCE. On the fly-leaf of the
volume he speaks of his poetry: "I write only
unimportant poems. The smaller the better.
Perhaps small enough to be life-size. That is
never much, but all there is, and therefore every-
thing." The inscription on the copy he gave me
is characteristic of him: "For Philip Burton,
probably to bored by, but let me spare you by

insisting that you make no comment—then if
you choose, reasonably, not to read, I will not
know . . . With respect and admiration."

The poem I'm going to read is entitled ALEC.
It's about an uncle of his and reveals John's
respect for his Italian roots. He has a word about
Uncle Alec in the introduction to the first
BROWSER'S DICTIONARY:

"My uncle by marriage, Alessio DiSimone,
migrated to America at age seventeen. He lived
to ninety-seven without acquiring more than
rudimentary broken English. Yet with it he
invented the fascinating all-purpose tense
was-be. 'Gian,' he would say to me, 'you was-be
good boy.' Depending on the context—and in
context it was always clear—that could mean
'you are/you are being/you have been/you
had damn well better be a good boy.' There was
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even a conditional tense. If I looked up at the
sky and said, 'It looks like rain,' he would squint
at the sky and answer, 'Could was-be.' The lan-
guage convention allows us to know who is
native; any workable language solution, in or
out of the convention, allows us to know there is
a mind at work."
Here's the poem:
Atnintey-seven my uncle found God heavy.
"My legs, "hesighed, "May I go before they do."
So small an ambition: could it be asking

too much
even from a universe? It or luck

spun him the answer he wanted. Sometimes
we win.

I was in Asia and missed the funeral,
.all but a postcard C/O AM. EX. BANGKOK
Ibought a golci leaf andrubbeda Buddha for him,

My shoes at the door, with feet left to put
in them.

His name was DiSimone, which is "of Simon."
He could not read, but his family legend

whispered
of a turned Jew centuries back. He married

my mother's sister and passed as Alec the Barber,
though really Alessio. The gold leaf crumbles.
It makes sparks on the floor like lathe-curlings.
But some of it sticks. In time the God turns gold

and we are all one family. Back in my shoes,
Ifedbeggers in his name for the plains-wide days
he walked me for quail or pheasant or

what comes
in or out of season "God," he would say

"sends birds, not calendars." He was right
a while,

but calendars come, too. I must have loved him,
and did not know it till I fed beggars for him
and gilded an unfinished god in its vault.

JOHNHERSEY

I thought it would be appropriate this morn-
ing to honor Judith, John's beautiful, lively,
warm-hearted, cool-weather wife of many years,
by reading a poem John wrote in her honor. It is
entitled "Men Marry What They Need.":

Men marry what they need. I marry you,
morning by morning, day by day, night by night,
and every marriage makes this marriage new.

In the broken name of heaven, in the light
that shatters granite, by the spitting shore,
in air that leaps and wobbles like a kite,

I marry you from time and a great door
is shut and stays shut against wind, sea, stone,
sunburst, andheaven fall. And home once more

inside our walls of skin and struts of bone,
man-woman, woman-man, and each the other,
I many you by all dark and all dawn

and have my laugh at death. Why should I
bother

the flies about me? Let them buzz and do.
Men marry their queen, their daughter, or their

mother

by hidden names, but that thin buzz whines
through:
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where reasons are no reason, cause is true.
Men marry what they need. I many you.

ARNOLD SUNDGAARD

Over the years one hears literally thousands
and thousands of voices on the radio and televi-
sion, but the voice I remember most vividly was
John's voice on National Public Radio speaking
from Chautauqua on a summer afternoon some
years ago. We turned on the car radio and the
speech was already in progress, but instantly, as
if electrified, we both shouted, "John Ciardi!"
And we listened to him all the way to Albany
where we had gone to meet a friend.

On the way back to Williamstown the radio
had turned to opera, and we cast John in some of
the roles we thought he would have been good
for if he had chosen a career in bel canto instead
of that of poet, etymologist, and writer of child-
ren's books. Falstaff was our first choice because
in his later years he had both the stature and the
wit for it. Boris Godunov was another. And for
some reason I can see him now as Rasputin
mesmerizing the Romanoffs deep within the
Kremlin. His tracking down the origin of just
one word—revolution—would have held them
spell-bound. And then by connotation I am
reminded of Shamrayev speaking the first act of
The Sea Gull. He tells of going to the Moscow
Opera to hear the basso-profundo, Silva, in one
of his greatest roles. When Silva hits his lowest
note there is great applause, and then from the
gallery a singer from a local choir shouts out,
"Bravo Silva"—one whole octave lower.

John was the only man I knew who could
actually have done that. It was the deep, reson-
ant music of his voice that I will always

remember. I wish I had the power to say, "Bravo
John!"—one octave lower.

Jonathan Swift wrote his own epitaph in
Latin, and Yeats once said that single line might
prove to be more immortal than all else that
Swift had written. The line is: "He has gone
where fierce indignation will lacerate his heart
no more." I recall John's column in the Saturday
Review many years ago. Often it was written out
of fierce indignation. I hope he has gone to join
Swift—and perhaps his beloved Dante—where
fierce indignation will lacerate his heart no
more.

THOMAS SANCHEZ

I was not a close friend of John Ciardi's, hav-
ing only met him five years ago, but I do con-
sider myself an intimate member of his large
audience. I tracked John for twenty years before
meeting him in Key West, stalking him through
the pages of his own poetry, his masterly trans-
lations, and his essays in the Saturday Review.
When I finally did meet him it was like connect-
ing with an "old friend." There was no other
voice like Ciardi's, and I mean by that not simply
the timbre and tenor of a man who delivered of
himself in near Shakespearean tones. He could
be dramatically lyrical as Dylan Thomas, pontif-
ical as the first Italian pope, capable always of
making teardrops into musical notes, musical
notes into human syllables. Ciardi existed in our
time as a link in the great chain leading back to
the original cantaors, those ancient singers of
original poetry. For this reason I have woven
from the works of the Spanish poets Garcia
Lorca, and the 16th century Don Luis de Gon-
gors, a meditation, a slight medley of senti-

ments which summon for me the tradition of
spirit which John Ciardi so exemplified.

"I DO NOT THINK ANY GREAT ARTIST
WORKS IN A FEVER. Even the mystics get to
work only after the ineffable dove of the Holy-
Spirit has already left their cells and is losing
itself in the clouds. One returns from inspiration
as from a foreign country. The poem is the
narration of the voyage. Inspiration supplies the
image, but not its dress, and to give it that dress
one must observe calmly and dispassionately,
the quality and sonority of words.

THE FIGURE OF THE CANTAOR IS FOUND
WITHIN TWO GREAT LINES, the arc of the sky
on the outside, and on the inside the zigzag that
wanders like a snake through his heart. When
the cantaor sings he is celebrating a solemn rite,
as he rouses ancient essences from their sleep,
wraps them in his voice, and flings them into
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the wind. He has a deeply religious sense of
song. Through these chanters the race releases
pain and its true history. They are simple medi-
ums, the lyrical crest of our people. They are
strange but simple folk who sing hallucinated
by a brilliant point trembling on the horizon.
They are prodigious interpreters of the people's
soul who destroyed their own hearts in storms of
feeling. Almost all died of heart attacks; they
exploded like enormous cicadas after populat-
ing our atmosphere with ideal rhythms.

THROUGH THE EMPTY ARCH COMES A
WIND, a metal wind blowing relentlessly over
heads, in search of new landscapes and unknown
accents, a wind that smells of baby spittle,
crushed grass, and jellyfish veil, announcing
the constant baptism of newly created things.
This is the mythological landscape Don Quixote
was dreaming of at the hour of his death. An
orderly countryside where poetry measures and
governs its delirium.

THE POET IS THE SAVAGE BUT DILIGENT
observer of the uncertain forms of the moon."

It is a honor to honor this day John Ciardi, a
man of poetic measures who left a legacy of
language which indeed will govern well.
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GALLERY HOPPING

by Gordon Lacy

At the end of the season, it seems to me that
this year has been a big one for the performing
arts. As a Gallery column I feel perfectly free to
name names. That the Red Barn is capable of
transmitting such delights as "Irma La Douce"
is pure gain, to say nothing of "Souvenir." Rae
Coates' rollicking, vulgar, never-let-up produc-
tion of "Women Behind Bars" was a dotty,
offensive, completely successful evening at the
Waterfront. "Evita" at Jan McArt's Cabaret thea-
tre was notable for it's smooth professionalism
and suffered not at all by comparison with the
original except that one was considerably more
comfortable in the beautifully re-modeled con-
vention hall than at the Prince Edward Theatre
in London. McArt had just bought a house
which says much about her feelings for Key
West.

"The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas" came
off araucous nasal-Gothic Texas hi-jink with the
most wonderfully repulsive language and images
in a season of prostitutes (the three a-fore-to
mentioned works.) VickiRoush and Chuck Rea-
soner made their almost love scene eloquent.
Roush has learned nuance as an actress and her
perfect pitch and impeccable pronunciation
give her performance a clarity that should be
model. Deadline does not permit me an option
on McArt's spoof "Nite-Club Confidential,""but
let's all go and see! Nicest things to have sur-
faced this theater season will be Kathleen
Elgin's reviews. A gap has been filled.

My last month's column got ripped apart,
some of it tacked onto Vaughn Gibson's article.

ROSE LANE
ANTIQUITIES

Pre-Columbian Pottery &. Gold
Primitive Art from Africa

Noon to 5 P.M. Or By Appointment
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ARISTOS
G A L L E R Y

Barbara A. Cooper

(305)206-0218
2I9SIMONTON / OLD TOWN KEY WEST, FLORIDA 3304O

Especially upsetting was disappearance of any
mention at all of two of Gingerbread's most
important shows, those of John Kiraly and Ron

Clemons. I can only try to make amends by
stating that John's imposing and romantic show
was a sell-out and his new series of serigraphs
highly successful. Ron's show was bright and
stylish and full of humor, high-lighted by his
papier-mache ladies up to all sorts of naughti-
ness. Our apologies to artists, gallery owners
and readers. You can all see Gingerbread's stable
of painters 11:00 A.M. - 6:00 daily.

Fred Gros is having a sort of continuing sale
of his own paintings and various things he has
collected over the years. He is selling his stock
at what seems laughable prices. I have been led
to believe that Fred will be painting in his
gallery all summer, but he is full of suprises

FREE MEMBERSHIP

DAYZ/S
^VIDEO RENTAL!

Video — v — Rental
Movies & Sales
924-A KENNEDY DRIVE 294-4830

WHITE STOEET
GAUJBRY

901 WHITE STREET

SUMMER SCHEDULE:
Monday-Friday 11:00 - 5:00

STABLE
Baj, Germond,

Gibson,Gregogna,
Henocque, Lorjou

Soisson, Telemaque
Terry

these days.
More surprises; May will be Karen's last month
on Duval. She's going up north for the summer
and when she gets back will set up Artist's
Warehouse in a new Simonton Street quarters
where it will be business as unusual.

Ned at Farrington's is offering a 2 for 1 deal on
his Frame House Artists' signed prints or a fram-
ing break on same. This series is "very designy,"
plus marine-scapes, so if you are redecorating or
installing a business or office have a look in
here. The key word is Tasteful and the parking is
free.

Judi Bradford at the Guild says that they will
continue to show Gary Zimmerman's painted mir-
rors, a handsome "Catch of the Day" in stained
glass by Viann and Fritz Stang, and Judi's soft-
sculpture of Hemingway-with-cat can be seen at
Hats and Hammocks on Whitehead near South-
ard. Ann Irvine and Cappy Seiler are continu-
ing their weekly four hour field trips and the
resulting works, totally uncharacteristic of these
ladies, may now be viewed at the Guild.

The Key West Art Center will be showing the
watercolors of Fay Peterson from the 29th of
April through the 11th of May and those of Delia
Vandercloot from the 12th of May through the
26th. Lots of birds and flowers and seascapes I
am told. Both are local artists.

The Lucky Street Gallery is closed for the
summer, which is to say open by appointment,
featuring Rankine's wall hangings and John
Martini's sculpture and jewelry, plus the gal-
lery's artists. Thomas Colbert, Grillo Demo and
ceramacist, Steve Howell.

The Haitain Co. is practically into reporting
journalism with Arbonite paintings by Jn.
Imraanuel on the recent revolution there that
depict Flag Day, Chaos and Revenge and works
by Voltaire Hector also on the revolution, Mar-
tial Law and Liberation, dated and paraphrased.
Timely is the word; the paint is hardly dry.

Jack Baron is very hard at work on next year's
show, the follow up to his "Wedding." I pre-
sumed logically that it would be "Divorce" but
he assures me I am not only wrong but unfeeling
if not downright degenerate.

Alice Terry will be showing some of her work
at Art Unlimited and is busy packing for her
Ogunquit opening.

Sandford's window on Simonton is one of the
best in SoMo and she sells most of her hand-

done bags in other parts of the world. She does
'keep some in stock, and they go into a washing
machine perfectly.

East Martello has the annual children's show
on Sunday May 4th from 1:00 P.M. to 3:00 P.M.,
a carnival atmosphere with candies and pop-
corn and, Lee Dodez informs me, more prima
donnas than one can imagine. On the usual
Tuesday, the 6th, there will be a reception for
the members to view the children's works. Lee
himself has recently served as auctioneer for the
financially very successful Marc House auction
held at Gingerbread, and two days later the Navy
Wives' Auction. The first is a fine endeavor but
more than one artist has complained that 7
auctions a year for deserving charities is rather
steep even for the good-natured, especially
when their prices are not respected. There
should be a reserve on the prices equal to the
artist's going rate.

Speaking of the East Martello, Joan Dwyer,
Marge Smith, Judd Dolles, Jack Baron, Richard
Fowler and Gary Blum were elected board
members, and Marsha Gordon resigned, due to
her impending voyage, I presume.

The White Street Gallery has been very erratic
lately but Hycon has finally got the street work
in hand and we are again open 11:00 - 5:00
Monday through Friday, showing our stable and
some never before seen Lorjou lithographs. This
great artist died in February in Paris and will
have a retrospective show at this gallery next
season. Also showing Alice Terry, Vaughn Gib-
son, Henocque and Gregogna.

The Burgess-Meinster, always worth a visit for
John's collages and some of the best paintings
in town, will be sporting a Mexican air by the
time this hits the streets. Unless I'm wrong.

Aristos Gallery will show Henri La Chapelle's
latest oils as this season's last one-man show on
April 30th. Barbara says that she will throw a big
party for all her artists and their friends mid-May.

Jim Moseley reports that Rose Lane Antiqui-
ties is going to remain open all summer with the
usual high quality pre-Columbian objects, and
that he is gearing up for an Autumn show.

Joe Pais, one of SoMo's cleverest collectors,
asked me the other day if The Arts Council could
not work out a group health insurance for our
many artists who have none. Any ideas out
there? c
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KEY WEST MAN HOLDS UP BANK
WITH LIVE BARRACUDA

A man successfully robbed
the Sunny Florida Bank today,
using a live Barracuda as a
weapon. Bank teller Lola Co-
burn told us, "This man walked
in, shoved a fish in my face, and
demanded all the money. That
thing was growling and snap-
ping its teeth at me . . . so
naturally I gave the jerk what he
wanted. I was really scared!"

Police Chief "Pepe" Trader
was confident of an early cap-
ture. "The bank security cam-
era gave us a clear photo of the
thief caught in the act. Our men
are on the lookout for a man of
medium height, black shaggy
hair, protruding teeth, and four
eyes. We'll get him."

PLUMBING IN KEY WEST

KEY WEST WOMAN WINS WORST
LOBSTER R 1CIPE CONTEST

The annual Florida Lobster Recipe Contest
was held today, but there were no winners in any
of the six categories with the exception of Dee
West, who took the prize for Worst Lobster
Recipe.

"I was elated," said West. "I've never won
anything before. My Grandma passed this re-
cipe down to me, and made me swear to keep it
a secret. But when I heard that the first prize in
this category was American Bald Eagle Recipes,
I said what the hell . . .go for it."

For our readers who appreciate something
truly different, here is her recipe —

Lobster and Scrambled Eggs

Put 4 fresh eggs and a live lobster into a cast
iron skillet. Cover tightly and place on a hot
barbeque grill. Cook 30 minutes. The lobster
will scramble the eggs. Add fruit cocktail.

AMERICA'S FUNNIEST LOBSTEj

Richard Watherwax

^LOBSTER AND CAT CAUGHT TRYING ON THE BABY'S CLOTHES,

-^PEEKING

1



46

ART
and

CONTROVERSY
by V.K. Gibson

» rt and controversy. It seldom strikes two
people in the same way, and is often a matter
of semantics. I'm reminded of the famous

story of the U.N. diplomat who asked in a

speech: "What's on the road ahead?" The trans-
lators, totally belwildered by this question (made

peculiar in the speaker's native tongue,) trans-
lated: "What's on the road, a head?" (Humor is
socially acceptable controversy—usually.)

Try this quote on for size:
"Art must affect us like a disaster; It must

wound and stab us; It must be the ax for the
frozen sea inside us."—Kafka.

Pretty strong stuff! What's Kafka talking
about, the shower scene in "Psycho"? Those
ideas are in direct contrast to what we usually
think of when we say "art."

Make a visit to Key West galleries (or those in
most cities, large and small, for that matter.)
You may see things which you consider to be
disasterous—but do they affect you like a per-
sonal disaster? Do they wound you?

We can think of certain local artists (Ron
Clemons, Craig Biondi, John Kiraly) as we con-
sider this question. Ron's work often conveys
strong irony and amusement. Craig has a classi-
cal, almost pagan sense of style. Both have a
love of the abstract power of paint as expressed
in realism. John Kiraly's work seems to be nos-
talgic of the Key West past, but is actually a
romanticized portrayal of the way Key West is

becoming.
I think it fair to say that, regardless of what

you think of these mentioned artists, none of
them take an ax to "the frozen sea inside us."
Offhand, I can think of only one local artist who
does that regularly: Jordon Meinster.

Not all great art is bedecked with steaming
guts and glowing with travails of the soul. View-
ers can be awed by technical genius without
being dragged kicking and screaming into a hell
of human revelation. One recalls Watteau's
happy world (the Indian Summer prior to the
Revolution, when it was too late for artistic
controversy or anything else to inspire humane
change.) Even the classicists Ingres and David,
who employed dramatic historical subjects,
subordinated their themes to the prowess of the
brush.

Controversy also occurs when evolved tastes
clash with classical values. Contrary to widely
held opinion, the masses tend toward classical
values which are situated in a broad band of
cultural expression that embraces everything
from Beethoven to Fats Domino. In this sense
Mr. Domino has much more in common with

47

Hardly better ,
than pumping it!

PraASng drinking wtUr by truck In
botttM xwra Ittlk battw Uun providing
It by a m i ki «o*t skin, tha w>/ttiay dM
kiandMitEfjwt At I M M U M Egyptians
h*d i k n M ie Iwul tha goat ikkvi woundl

Ttwr*I(*battar way to batter wotar,
and ft'i called th» Everpw*® Drinking
WatarSrttMn.

•Bottle Quality Water
on Tap
(for as low as 9<t/gal.)

Cleaner Ice-cubes
&

Sparkling Clear Water

•Removes 90-99%
Chlorine

NOW OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

• Removes bad tastes and odors

• Removes chlorine taste and odors

• One micron filtration provides
sparkling clear "bottled-quailty"
water and clearer taste-free
ice cubes

• Inhibits lime scale build-up when
used with water-using appliances
prolongs their life

• Installs easily under sink

• Disposable cartridges can be
changed without tools

* Maintenance ires

511 CAROLINE
HISTORIC CURRY MANSION

Exquisite Victorian Home —•

Twenty Rooms Open For Browsing

Furnished in period antiques.

Fabulous glass and woodwork.

OPEN EVERY DAY 2-5

Adults $5, Children $3 294-5349

SAIL

917 Frances St. 294-4663

Join us for a sail on a Tall Ship
Be a part of a LOA 105' Maine Coasting Schooner

Day Sail 11-4 $35. Sr. Citizen & Children $20.
Sunset Cruise 5-8 $20. Sr. Citizen & Children $15.

Group Rates Available
Call to make reservations 1-800-845-5520

U.S. Coast Guard Inspected Vessel

Beethoven than does, say, Schoenberg.
For example, in the Eighteenth Century

music reached what might be termed its "high-
est peak of refinement concurrent with compre-
hensibility," with the supreme composer of the
period, Mozart.

It's true that some less talented, established
composers balked at Mozart's innovations, but
the masses responded to them readily.) The
objectors filled the same role, then, as many
academics do today: small minds in high places.)

Music and the other fine arts continued to
evolve, of course, and somewhere along the way
they crossed an invisible line and left most of the
public behind. Few enjoy Bartok the way they
did (and still do) enjoy Mozart. And such
"recent" composers such as Ives have suffered
the fate of being widely admired by people who
seldom willingly listen to their music. This does
not mean that later music is less great or
valuable, only that it is less accessible.

The new art is therefore off-putting, i.e.
controversial.

In recent years there was a large public sculp-
ture, "Tilted Arc," errected in a New York square
surrounded by office buildings. Created by
Richard Serra, and artist of international sta-
ture, the artifact measures twleve feet high and
stretches on hundred and twenty feet. It cuts
across the space ruthlessly, confronting all bys-
tanders as they gaze from windows or try to cross
the space.

The many people who-relax in the square dur-
ing the lunch hour didn't appreciate being chal-
lenged by Mr. Serra's unavoidable artistic state-
ment. Protest exploded. Art experts testified as
to the worth of the "Arc." The General Services
Administration finally decided to take it down. I
do not recall what the final disposition was.

One question which public art raises is: How
much consideration should be shown to the
public who will pay for and enjoy (or suffer) it?
After all, none of the art experts who rushed to
defend the "Arc" had to live with it every day.

My own feeling is that permanently installed
works should not be in total disregard to public
taste, no matter how bad that taste may be.
Works on temporary display are another matter.

On the other hand I may be wrong. When
Rodin created his Burghers of Callis the sculp-
ture tableau raised a scandal throughout France.
Today the French dote on their Burghers. Per-
haps controversial public art should be allowed
a grace period to get it over the hump of first
impressions.

There is sympathy in Key West for the idea of
Art In Public Places. The Key West Cultural
Commission is investigating the possibility of
raising funds for public art, through impact fees
and other devices. If this is ever established,
there will arise the problem of deciding which
artists get the money, and for what.

Unsophisticated taste in Key West would
normally be a problem, but in our case the
decision makers will probably also be backward
culturally and will therefore naturally avoid
things which would offend the majority. We can
count on this if the usual people are drafted as
arbitrators: certain provincial gallery dealers,
"artists," captains of local industry, and
socialites.

As I think about artists who may be consi-
dered "controversial" who live in Monroe County
and who produce work suitable for outdoor
installation, Ann Labriola particularly comes to
mind. Her work fits comfortably within the

existing traditions of modern art, rather than
avant garde (a term of the past.) But some peo-
ple might be startled if her work appeared, say,
in Old Town, rather than being submerged
somewhere in the Keys. As for myself, I would
love to see a Labriola piece in town.

There is also controversy in using art to make
points which are offensive to anyone.

My own brush with this is rather old news by
now, but since the gossip has made the rounds,
and it is a cultural matter, I might as well give
my side of it.

Earlier this year East Martello hosted an
exhibit held in honor of Tennessee Williams. I
was among those artists invited to create special
works inspired by Mr. Williams' plays.

It bothered me that this man, who had, all his
life, taken an ax to the frozen sea in all of us,
would be "honored" by the usual sweet, harm-
less stuff which passes for art just about every-
where. I expected a few exceptions—damned
few.

I decided to take as my subject the play
"Small Craft Warnings," because this gave me
an excuse to do a portrait of Williams himself,
who had appeared in the play. It would, I hoped,

reflect the psychological wounds suffered by
T.W. during the course of his life.

As I neared the completion of my painting I
decided to spatter it with paint, as if it were
vandalized, and smear the word "FAG" on it. I
was pleased with the results but, of course,
knew it would cause an uproar at Martello.

I am particularly appreciative of the backbone
shown by Martello Executive Director Lee Dodez
at this time. He said the painting should be
hung because I had been invited to exhibit, and
resisted pressure later that it be taken down.

Some people became very upset and others
voiced admiration and approval. One person—
the type of person Truman Capote had in mind
when he said: "Most rich people would become
instantly invisible if- they suddenly lost their
money."—raised a real stink about the painting.
Reactions in general, however, cut across social,
income, and educational lines.

There are too many closeted people here. And
I am NOT talking about sexual preference!
There are closeted minds, turned inward, nice &
cozy. That is their business. But it was good, I
believe, for some of them to be momentarily
awakened from their complacency before they
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'ADDITIONAL" VICTORIA ROUSH - DECORATOR

Custom
Draperies Upholstery
Bedspreads Slipcovers
Mini-Blinds Shades £
Vertical Blinds & More!

Mastercard & Visa
Accepted
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Live VAIb.
Maine Lobster

$7195

ANCHOR SEAFOOD
immumrn

Beginning Summer Specials
hied Fish Plotter
(all you can eat) ®

$B.9S

Two Slabs
of Ribs
$9.9S

5th Ave. Stock Island

All served with corn on the cob, hench fries and cole slaw
— Plus our regular specialties — Phone 2945369

made their way from the galery to the bar and
buffet.

One person indicated that it was misguided
and wrong for me to try to make the point (about
Tennessee Williams) "in this way, in this place."

Really? If we find a "safe" place for contro-
versy—is it still controversy? The great frozen
sea within us grows each day, annexing the
future and profoundly affecting our lives. That is
no joke. What's on the road, a head?

contin ued from pg 29
Meanwhile, we allowed the greatest spurt of
growth this city has ever seen, and now we have
to expand our services to provide for all the
newcomers. That is what the impact fees are for.
And the big time developments that are cur-
rently suing the city and refusing to pay their
share are certainly not helping to solve our
problems.

Neither are the successful businessmen who
attack the city or me personally and cry about
how they've been stopped from building "affor-
dable" housing. If they are truly concerned
about our housing problem, let them show some
support for city programs to obtain land at low
cost, and funding at low interest and combine

the two for truly affordable housing. It can be
done and it will be done with the cooperation of
our community.

It is very easy to say: "It's all THEIR fault, THEY
are driving the costs so high that we can't afford
to live here any more." Well, just remember
that every person who successfully speculated
on land and houses in Key West has helped the
price spiral continue. And everyone who "bor-
rowed" a little water or electricity from our utili-
ties helped increase the hook-up fees. And every
person who either failed to vote or didn't care
what their elected representatives were doing or
winked at some illegal act they knew was cost-
ing the city money (and all of us probably fit into
one category or the other) every one of us has
helped raise those prices also. It is time for
community solutions: fair laws that treat every-
one the same and provide some relief from the
current problems. I think impact fees are a good
example of such a solution. If you have a better
idea, please call me or another commissioner
and let's see if we can make it work.

-G. Halloran

How can I find out if my phone is
tapped?

You don't have to be
one of Jimmy Buffett's
"Parrot Heads" to
appreciate the
+Aarqar\tav\We Store.
However, once you've
experienced "fAarqarita-
ville," you'll most likely
wcmt to join the club.

JB T-shirts and Parrot Hecid
paraphernalia, nautical
gifts, and lots of local color.

It's easy. Dial 1-202-949-9944. If you get a busy
signal, you're tapped. If you get a weird siren-
like signal, you're not.

There's so little to do for young
children in Key West. All through
our drive down the Keys, we saw
billboards for the Flipper Dolphin
Show which I understand has been
closed now for a couple of years.
Why are these billboards still up?
As to the billboards, apparently on one else has
rented them and until someone does, there's
been no reason to expend the moneys to change
them.

The good news, however, is that the Flipper's
Sea School officially known as the Dolphin
Research Center still exists at Mile Marker 89.
Established in the 1950's by Milton Santini, it
was the training ground for the dolphins who
starred in the "Flipper" film and TV show. Now,
as a non-profit organization, it trains dolphins
for aquariums around the country.

The staff currently conducts tours of the facili-
ties and, for a $20 fee (which goes toward feed-
ing the dolphins,) you'll spend \¥t hours learn-
ing about dolphins and have the opportunity to
get in the water, play with them, and take rides
on their backs. It's one of the greatest daytrips
imaginable for kids and grown-ups alike. Call
Jeannie at 289-1121 or 289-0002.

#4 LAND'S END VILLAGE • KEY,WEST, F L * 296-3070
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294-1712

"All Your
Decorating Needs

Under One Roof
CARPETS • BLINDS • WALLCOVERINGS

ANNIVERSARY

MONROE COUNTY'S OLDEST INDEPENDENT COMMERCIAL BANK

FLORIDA KEYS

FIRST
STATE BANK

MAIN OFFICE LOCATED AT: 12O1 SIMONTON ST., PH. 296-8535
BRANCH OFFICES LOCATED AT:

M M 97.7 KEY LARGO • N.A.S. BOCA CHICA

323O N. ROOSEVELT (SEARSTOWN), OFFERS SAT. LOBBY SERVICES
9:3O A.M. TO 1 P.M. FOR YOUR LAST-MINUTE WEEKEND PLANS

THE LEADER IN MEETING ALL YOUR BANKING NEEDS

LENDER

ITALIAN & FRENCH CUISINE / SEAFOOD SPECIALTIES
OPEN 6-12 MIDNIGHT DAILY / HAPPY HOURS 6-8

524 DUVAL OLD TOWN KEY WEST
294-7863

The Best In Live

JAZZ
CAPTAIN
HORNBLOWERS

300 FRONT ST.

BOOGIE-WOOGIE DAILY
AND

LIVE JAZZ NIGHTLY

KYUSHU

921 TRUMAN AVENUE, KEY WEST 294-2995

The finest aelactlon of
table and floor lamps, track
lighting, celling fixture*,
yard lighting, outdoor
fixtures & chandeliers
In the Florida Keys.

1025 WHITE ST.
294-7916

BRAND
NEW

MENU
BY CHEF
DANNY

McHUGH
1202 SIMONTON
Open 11 a.m. to 4 am.

Serving Lunch and Dinner Specials
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Roberts
Furniture

3212 FLAGLER AVENUE

A large selection of
bedroom and livingroom
sets including sectionals

JUST ARRIVED
First time in Key West!

Bedroom sets with
built-in stereo headboards.

Come in and choose from our great
selection of fine tropical and

contemporary livingroom,
diningroom and bedroom furniture

OPEN MON.-FRI. 9 A.M. to 8 P.M.
SATURDAYS A.M. to 9 P.M.

6-pc Bedroom Sets
Starting at $698

Sleeper Sofas
From $396

294-4883

Where the Locals meet!
Quality is our highest regard.

BREAKFAST
& LUNCH

7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
SATURDAY
BRUNCH

11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
SUNDAY
BRUNCH

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Closed Thursdays

703% DUVAL STREET

"Rlphard"
to the Beef,

to the Stream,
or to the Islands.

42'Clossic New England Ketch
with inflatable tender.

Snorkeling and Fishing Gear Provided

Day $50.00/person
1 /2 Day $35.00/person
Sunset $25.00/person

€xtended Voyages Con Be Arranged.

CflPT. 0MRN O'MCARfl (305) 294-0159

P.O. BOX 4413 • K€V W€ST, ROfilDfl 33041

PUBLIC
NOTICE

The George Halloran Legal Defense
Fund has been closed out. This is a final
report of all transactions:

Received from donations .$6,238.00
Interest income ; ; . . . . . . . 33.48

Total received $6,271.48

Printing and pos tage . . . . . 219.02
Bank service charge . . 37.65
Newspaper ad .. . . . . . 65.00
Steel, Hector & Davis,

Attys ..4,379.39
Total expenses $4,701.04

Remaining funds donated
in equal amounts to Save
Our Neighborhoods (SON),
the Monroe Assn. for Re-
tarded Citizens (MARQ, &
United Way $1,570.44

Total Spent $6,271.48

/ sincerely thank everyone who helped
me> financially or otherwise.

(SIGNED) George Halloran

-

F
JflLOWEIKS

AND BALLOONS

MOM WHH
BOUQUET

BALLOONS!
Unique
Exotic

Beautiful

706 ©uval St.

294-3321

mm
©ELIWSY OOB'SfSGMIffY

Key West's Favorite Aunt

ANNOUNCES NEW SUMMER HOURS:
Open

Tuesday thru Friday 4:30 to 70 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday 5:30 to 10 p.m.

Closed Mondays

The staff at Aunt Rose's would file to thank
everyone fer their support & we hope to continue

to grow along with Key West.

1900 Flagler Ave. Phone: 294-6214

continued from pg 29
mander of the Boca Chica Naval Air Station
announced that if the city didn't exercise its
option to purchase the Truman Annex that the
Navy might choose to keep the base. Sullivan
was not sure why Navy Secretary John Lehmen
had given an indication of possibly taking the
property off the market. However, given the
current political turmoil in the Carribean—as
well as increasing possibilities of military action
against terrorists worldwide, the option to
improve Naval operations in the region may
prove more valuable to the U.S. Government.

A few days later, it was suggested that the
Navy might only by interested in the Truman
"Little White House."

Nonetheless, many Key Westers agree that, if
this were to happen, they would welcome the
return of a stronger Naval presence in the city.
"It would mean jobs, real jobs, good jobs" said
Commissioner Jimmy Weekley.

Occidental Land Development Group repre-
sentatives Lynn Kephart said at last Friday's
meeting that he would be back at the RDA's next
meeting with additional information about that
company's bid to lease and develop the property.

George Perrin, of the Engineering firm Post,
Buckley, Schuh and Jernigan and the current
Secretary of KWHD implied that he too might be
back with proposals since doors had now been
"re-opened to any and all proposals."

Cook Inlet Region, the Alaskan Indian Group, is
watching the progress of this sale and, given
both their admirable track record with other
historic property developments and their repu-
tation for outbidding the competition, the city
would be wise to seriously consider speaking to
them about what they might do should the
property go up for public auction.

One of the more unusual possibilities comes
from Key West newcomer Robert Card of Mar-
garet Street who, earlier this month, proposed a
grass-roots fundraising effort to buy the pro-
perty for the city. At last week's RDA meeting, he
claimed to have been in touch with a large
corporation which he suggested might be inter-
ested in purchasing the entire Anrjex property
but which was really only interested in possible
uses of Tank Island. The entire remainder of the
mainland property, he said, might be donated
back to the city for tax purposes. Card said that,
if his negotiations were successful, a bid an-
nouncement would be made this week.

There can be no doubt that numerous other
developers have been waiting in the wings but
have made no formal bids since the RDA has
been legally tied to the KWHD deal until now.

The Great Hueso Hope
The apparent foot-dragging and lack of com-

munication from KWHD over the past month
seems to some to have been a great disservice to
the city—as if the message they were sending
was that, if they couldn't have it, they'd wait
until the very last minute and make sure none
else could have it either. After all, the default
was based on the fact that KWHD hadn't even
bothered to say "no." They just didn't call.

Others see this as a blessing in disguise. It
certainly makes for a stronger case to the GSA
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that the city and the RDA were acting in good
faith and that now, with the deadline here, both
are over a barrel, but still working diligently
toward some solution.

One option which RDA Boardmember Robert
Kruse says he has heard voiced more than any
other is the option for the city to purchase the
land itself.

As we suggested last month, if KWHD had
been planning to sell-off development rights to
numerous other companies, the city could cer-
tainly do the same.

"The ball is certainly in the city's and the
RDA's court right now," says Kruse.

"With the right economic and developmental
expertise, the city could purchase the property
itself and I can't imagine that, managed properly
and with a long-range lease, it wouldn't pay for
itself—without it being a terrible burden to tax-
payers. In fact, it could be the greatest single
boon to the city in years.

"Properties two blocks away on Duval Street
are worth about $1 Million per acre. As times
change and, if the city can find the vision to look
at this transfer in terms of long term uses and
benefits, I have no doubt that the return on
$13.8 Million would be at least in the range of
$50 - 60 Million . . . enough to pay for city
improvements which otherwise will be placed on
tax-payers.

"The businesses and artists renting space
now are important to the city. Had this deal
gone through, they'd be facing huge rent
increases or evictions. We need to recognize the
value of attracting people like this and making it
possible for them to stay and survive. The
extremely low rents could be somewhat in-
creased. We could offer longer leases and encour-
age people to make their own improvements for
credits. Many of the businesses there have said
clearly that they'd like to have a chance to buy
the buildings they now lease.

"Mel Fisher doesn't want to leave and I don't
think the city wants to lose him.

"The existing parking lots alone generate
$75,000 each year. We could open more space
just for parking, alleviate the congestion down-
town, and put the moneys towards the lease
payments. We could create a Recreational vehi-
cle campground, bringing RV tourists to the city
and generating $300,000 - 400,000 a year.

"The Customs House is in a prime commer-
cial area. I can't imagine that someone wouldn't
want to lease it for offices or shops.

"The city could sell small parcels for worth-
while endeavors to make the mortgage pay-
ments and, in time, it would be ours.

"There's so much to be done and what we
need now are fresh ideas—from everybody. We
need expert financial and legal advice, accurate
assessments of properties and possible sources
of income, and the willingness of the citizens
and the city officials to look to the future rather
than bicker over differences of opinion.

GSA: "It's Not Over Yet!"
Last month, we reported that, according to

Earl Jones, Commissioner for Federal Property
Resource Management for the GSA in Washing-
ton, the GSA, even if it did not give any more
extension on this sale, would be willing to listen
to proposals by the city.

Last week, Barney Maltby of the Atlanta GSA
office reiterated that position to RDA board-
members saying that it would be early Fall

before a public auction would take place and
that, if, in the meantime, the city or the RDA
could work out an alternative deal, they would
be receptive to it.

Otherwise, if the GSA did not get a public
auction bid of $13.8 or more, they would be
forced to re-assess the property, go back to Con-
gress for re-approval and start over again them-
selves—a process that could take them a year or
more. Since they have a mandate from the Rea-
gan administration to unload the property as a
means of decreasing the national deficit, they'd
rather take a sure offer from Key West than take
the risk of opening the bids and possibly finding
less then they wanted.

But there's even better news than that:
Representatives of the firm Cahill, Gordon &

Reindel of Washington D.C. came this month to
Key West and studied the procedural documen-
tation of the RDA-GSA deal and found that the
GSA itself had failed to follow required govern-
mental procedures:

1. In 1983, following Navy decisions to
change the size fo the property to be disposed of
and Navy "freezes" on the sale, a revised offer for
sale came forth. The GSA, as required by statute
and regulation, did not provide notice to the city
government which has jurisdiction over zoning,
to allow the city to zone it in accordance with
local comprehensive planning prior to it being
offered for sale. As such the price determined by
the GSA for the property was 'wholly inconsis-
tent with the existing comprehensive plan and
the zoning intentions of the city."

According to an affidavit from Key West City
Planner Art Moseley The RDA's proposal "con-
templates development approximately twice as
dense . . . as that in existence elsewhere in the

. city of Key West." In addition, the report clearly
documents that the price was based on errone-
ous comparisons with various properties else-
where.

and
2. the GSA also failed, as mandated by Sec-

tion 2 of the National Enviromental Protection
Act, to prepare a Supplementary Environmental
Impact Statement about the environmental
consequences (e.g. sewer and waste effects) to
the city.

The memorandum, sent to the GSA this week,
asks for a 90-day extension so that these legal
matters may be attended to.

Given all of the above, "Square One" may be a
great place to be.
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From the Key West Garden Ctub

The Naturalist
in Key West
by Cynthia Edwards

B eware of some moth caterpillars that are
hatching out in May—they may sting.
Nothing really serious for most people,

though; the stings usually cause minor skin
irritations and only extremely sensitive indivi-
duals experience more severe reactions.

Sphinx caterpillars are green with jagged
white bars along their sides and each has a horn
on its posterior. Toxins are contained in hair-
like projections on the body. Other common
names are tomato worm and tobacco worm. The
Sphinx moth is 2W - 3 inches across, gray,
speckled with black or white and can be seen
flitting around lights at night.

Concealed by its gray or light brown "fur" are
the stinging spines of the puss caterpillar. The
moth is a black and white night flyer.

Quarter-inch stinging spines cover the io
moth caterpillar's body, which is an eye-catching
chartreuse green with a longitudinal russet
stripe and a parallel white stripe. It is about VA
inches long while the adult moth is a huge,
three inch, fuzzy dark brown thing.

Migrating monarch butterflies usually fly
over Central America on their way north, but
strong, cool northwesterly winds can blow them
off course and down over the keys, where they
are frequently seerv^

Fragile-looking zebra butterflies will be lay-
ing eggs this time of the year. The butterflies are
about 2 - 2% inches across, wider than they are
long, resulting in an ovoid silhouette, and nar-
row yellow stripes arching over a black back-
ground.

A giant swallowtail butterfly has been drifting
among the orchid-festooned walls of the West
Martello Tower-Joe Allen Garden Center. Its yel-
low and black markings compliment perfectly
the early morning sunlight and shadows of the
tropical garden. "Swallowtail" refers to the
long, streamer-like appearance of its lower
wings. Overall length of the giant swallowtail

may be up to five inches. It's caterpillar, the
1 orange dog caterpillar, is unpopular with some

Keys gardeners because it favors citrus plants,
but many are willing to tolerate a certain
amount of damage in order to enjoy the beauty
and grace of this butterfly sharing their natural
world.

A mounted and labeled butterfly collection is
on display inside the fort at the center, which is
open, free, to the public during the day from
Wednesdays through Sundays.

That heady, very sweet scent wafting on the
breezes throughout town is jasmine, classic
scent of the tropics. It blooms several times a
year here, and May is one of them. It seems to
intensify with the soft dampness of settling
evening dew.

Even the slightest breeze will set off the
whispering of the dry light brown pods filling
the still-leafless woman's tongue tree. Their
tiny, pinnate leaves will be coming out later in
the spring.

Silky new spring-green leaves have been
pushing off the old ones on mahoganies all over
town. Dead old leaves can be seen on the ground
beneath the trees which are never bare—in the
spring the old foliage is simply displaced by the
new. The grove at Bayview Park shimmers with
delicate verdure.

Dynamite trees in Bayview Park also have
fresh new leaves. The name of this tree is derived
from the exploding sound of its. hard, circular
seed pods when they fall to the ground and pop
open to release the seeds. The tree can be identi-
fied easily from its strange bark which is covered
with short, nasty, hooked thorns on small,
pimply bumps.

Two pairs of blue-winged teal were seen feed-
ing with an American coot at the salt ponds,
where, only a week earlier a flock of about 20
was seen. The spring duck migration is drawing
to a close. A lone merganser hunkered plumply on
a shallow mangrove spit nearby.

Soon the resident herons and egrets will have
the place to themselves again. Looking like a
punk rocker with wildly spiked hair, a reddish
egret in full breeding plumage stalked the shal-
lows, the wind ruffling the long russet feathers
standing up on his head and along his neck. A
nearby Louisiana, or tricolor, heron winced.at
low-flying aircraft but held his ground. The dis-

tinctive longitudinal white stripe down the
front of its long blue-gray neck sets it apart.

The common nighthawk and the Antillean
nighthawk look very similar but the Antillean
breeds only in the Florida Keys. They're both
about nine inches long, a mottled dark, dark
brown with white wing patches, long pointed
wings and slightly forked tails. At dusk they can
be spotted flying about in open spaces chasing
bugs. Birders say the best way to tell them apart
is by their call: the Antillean nighthawk says a
bright "kiddle-dee-dee;" the common nighthawk
emits a vulgar "phfffft."

People come for miles to see the mangrove
cuckoo in the Florida Keys. The ocean side of
Sugarloaf Key is considered to be a prime loca-
tion for this shy and rare bird.

Least terns have just arrived on Key West and
can be seen on Higgs Beach where, beginning in
May, they will nest on the flat marl. These small,
slender seabirds will choose any flat place for
their nests, including alongside Route One and
the roofs of a building, such as Sears or sheds at
Truman Annex.

Noisy, brilliant green flocks of wild parakeets
streak from treetop to treetop in the morning and
evening, startling resident and tourist alike.
These long-tailed exotics are a real pest in South
Florida because they love to eat the fruit in
orchards and make a squawky racket during
their peregrinations.

By contrast, the beautiful trilling of mock-
ingbirds has been heard less and less as mates
are found and nesting begun. Soon the whining
of hungry young mockingbirds will replace their
parents' songs.

As spring greenery phases into summer colors,
Mother's Day in Key West is marked by bloom-
ing of the spectacular royal poinciana, the
umbrella-shaped trees with feathery leaves. The
streets of the town will be canopied with every
shade from bright orange to velvety red and the
ground carpeted with soft flower petals.
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We specialize in "Matching People and Places'
294-5155RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

INVESTMENT PROPERTY

REALTY^
INC.

YOU'RE INVITED!
to visit our office In the

"Oldest School House" building
336 Duval (comer of Eaton Street)

Edward B. Knight,
Realtor

S, Roosevelt 8c Bertha
condominiums by the sea 294-4770

ADVANCED

Medical Service»Sales»Rentals Formerly
. . - > A THE CONVALESCENT

Now Presents
Our New Line
BRRCO

UNIFORMS
Along with Our

NuigeMat
SHOES

294-3326 927 White St.

Family and Health Services
EMERGENCIES

Ambulance 296-2401 or 911
Fire 296-2828 or 911
HELPLINE/Latch Key

Program 296-HELP, 294-LINE
Missing Children 1-800-342-0821
Poison Control (24 hours)... 1-800-282-3171
Police 911 or 294-2511
Rape Victim Advocacy

Program 294-5531 x4766
Sheriff 296-2424

EDUCATION
Adult Education 294-5212
Child Find (FDLRS) 296-7541
Downtown Center, FKCC 294-8481
Exceptional Student Education.... 296-7541
Florida Keys Community College.. 296-9081
Monroe County Schools 296-6523
Parenting Skills Classes 296-5911

RECREATION
Armed Services YMCA 296-6616
Boy Scouts 745-3987
City of Key West Recreation Dept... 294-3721
Girl Scouts 745-3737
Monroe County Public Library 294-8488

CHILD ABUSE
Child Abuse Office, FKMH 294-5531
Child Protective Services, HRS 294-9513
Child Protection Team, FKMH 294-5531
Coalition Against Child Abuse 294-5531
Guardian Ad-Litem 296-7518
Parenting Classes, FKMH 294-5531
Parents Anonymous . . . 296-HELP, 294-LINE
Puppet Show 294-5531
Reporting, HRS . . . 1-800-342-9152,294-1050
Volunteer Child Advocacy Team . . . 294-5531

NAVY
Counseling & Assistance

Center 292-2533
Family Advocacy 296-2461
Navy Alcohol Safety Action

Program 292-2555
Navy Family Service Center 292-3152
Navy Relief 292-2196

DAY CARE
See Yellow Pages listing

for day nurseries and child care.

SOCIAL SERVICES
Big Brothers & Big Sisters 294-9891
Commodity Food Bank 294-8468
Community Control 294-1059
Developmental Services 294-1059
Domestic Abuse

Shelter 296-HELP, 294-LINE
Juvenile Alternative Services

Program 296-7465
Monroe County Food Bank 294-8468
Monroe County Social Services . . . . 294-8468

HEALTH
Al-Anon 296-6616, 294-5531
Ala-Teen 296-6616
Alcoholics Anonymous 296-8654
Blind Services 1-800-342-1828
Chemical Dependency Unit,

Delphos 294-5531
Childbirth Education .. . 294-3490, 294-4536
Easter Seal 294-1089
Family Planning 294-1021
Hello Baby 294-5531
Helping Hand Stroke Club 294-5531
Hospice 294-8812

Improved Pregnancy Outcome
LaLeche Foundation
LaMaze 294-1068,
MARC House - Detox
Mental Health Care Center
Monroe County Health Dept
Narcotics Anonymous
Nutrition Program
Ostomy Support Classes
Overeaters Anonymous
Up Front/Drug Information .. 1-800-
Well Baby/Medicaid Clinic
W.l.C. (Women, Infants &

Children)

294-1021
745-2274
294-4218
743-6551
294-5237
294-1021
296-7999
294-1021
296-8659
294-5183
432-8255
294-1021

2941021

MISCELLANEOUS
Adoptions 294-9513
Birth Certificates 294-1021
Family Resource Center, FKMH.... 294-5531
Foster Homes: Information &

Licensing 294-9513
Legal Services 294-4641 x358
National Switchboard for

Runaways 1-800-621-4000
Red Cross 296-3651
Salvation Army 294-5611
Single Parent Hotline 1-800-638-9675
Victim Witness Assistance

Program 294-5165
Welcome Home Ministries 296-2366
Zonta 296-4357

FABRIC
WORLD

ViAnn Stange
613 Simonton St., Key West, FL 33040

305-294-1773

Robert W. Douville, M.D. , P.A.

KEY WEST EYE CLINIC
HOBEET W. DOUVILLE, M.D.

Eye Physician and Surgeon
1111 12th Street, Suite 107 Key West, Florida 33040

(305)294-8494

GIBSON APPLIANCES

BOA'S SERVICE
"B&st Service In Town"

825 DUVAL STREET

KEY WEST, FLORIDA 33040
"WE SERVICE AIL BRANDS OF APPIIANCES"

305 296-2403

JOHN'S
MOBILE

AUTO REPAIR
SERVICE ON THE SPOT

CALL 294-1724
Low

Hourly
Rotes

Certified
Mechanic

Off lleu ttunznt

Saton

<P.O. ZBox SOI

(305) 294-3036
I/Vat, 'DU. 33040 TEC

GENERAL HEALTH FOODS
£ FITNESS CENTER

3302 North Roosevelt Blvd.
(Searstown Shopping Center)

TOMMY ANDERSON Phone:
Owner 296-3250

deP#O
HOSPITAL

A MODERN 34-BED FACILITY OFFERING:
24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES

1200 KENNEDY DRIVE, KEY WEST, FLORIDA 33040
TELEPHONE 2944692

"The friendly place that's cared since 1958"

john the butler
PROFESSIONAL CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY STEAM CLEANING
WATEA DAMAGE SPECIALISTS
EVENING 1 WEEKENDS APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

RESIDENTIAL — COMMERCIAL

LOCALLY OWNED i Of^RATED BY

296-8083J
Scotchgard

KENNETH A.
ROSEN

MJX,P.A.
Diplomats,

America Board
of Dermatology

MEDICARE ACCEPTED

Diseases & Surgery of
the Skin, Hair, Nails

Skin Cancer/
Collagen implants

Laser Surgery
at

3428 NO.
ROOSEVELT BOULEVARD

KEY WEST, FLORIDA
TELEPHONE 296-6562

305-294-1038
294-1037

DR. GILBERT A. RICHARDSON
DOCTOR OF CHIROPRACTIC

3208 FLAGLER AVE.
P.O. BOX 2397

KEY WEST, FL 33040

KEY WEST SCHOOL OF REBIRTHING
(CONSCIOUS BREATHING)

offers

—Free public lectures
—Workshops and trainings
—Private sessions at sliding scale fees

FOR INFORMATION, CALL 296-5506

RAYMOND.I AMES &. ASSOCIATES.: INC.
Member New York Stock Exchange S!PC

Perry's Plaza
3706-H N. Roosevelt Blvd. Kay West. Florida 33040

Phone (305) 294-9575
Outside Florida [800] 327-5964 Inside Florida (800) 826-7401
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May Social Events
MAY1

• Key West Hand
Print Fashion
Show, Casa
Marina, 12:30 pm.
•Irma La Douce,
Red Barn, 8:30 pm.
•N/fe Club Confi-
dential, McArt, 8:30
pm.

MAY 14
•American Legion
lunch 11:30-2:00,
$3.50.
•Library movie:
Treasure - Story of
the Atocha, 6 pm.
©Artichoke, Red
Barn Theatre, 8:30
pm.
'Bullshot Crum-
mond, Waterfront
Playhouse, 6:30
pm.

MAY 22
•American Legion
lunch, 11:30-2:00,
$3.50. .
•Artichoke, Red
Barn, 8:30 pm.
•Bullshot Crum-
mond, Waterfront
Playhouse, 8:30
pm.

MAY 2
•Key West Hand
Print Fashion
Show, Casa
Marina, 12:30 pm.
•Irma La Douce,
Red Barn, 8:30 pm.
•Nlte Club Confi-
dential, McArt, 8:30
pm.

MAY 15
•American Legion
lunch 11:30-2:00,
$3.50.
•Bullshot Crum-
mond, Waterfront
Playhouse, 8:30
pm.
•Artichoke, Red
Barn, 8:30 pm.

MAY 23
•American Legion
lunch 11:30-2:00,
$3.50.
•Artichoke, Red
Barn, 8:30 pm.
•Bullshot Crum-
mond, Waterfront
Playhouse, 8:30
pm.

MAY 3
•Children's
movies, library.
• Last outdoor
book sale,
bargains! Public
library.
• Nite Club Confi-
dential, McArt, 8:30
pm.
•Irma La Douce,
Red Barn, 8:30 pm.

MAY 16
•American Legion
lunch 11:30-2:00,
$3.50.
•Bullshot Crum-
mond, Waterfront
Playhouse, 8:30
pm.
•Artichoke, Red
Barn, 8:30 pm.

MAY 24
•Children's movie,
library.
•Artichoke, Red
Barn, 8:30 pm.
•Bullshot Crum-
mond, Waterfront
Playhouse, 8:30
pm.

MAY 4
•Children's Art
Show, KW Art &
Historical Society.
•Irma La Douce,
Red Barn, 8:30 pm.
• Nite dub Confi-
dential, McArt, 8:30
pm.

MAY 17
•Children's movie,
library.
• Lower Keys Food
Festival Raft Race,
Sunshine Key.
•Artichoke, Red
Barn, 8:30 pm.
•Bullshot Crum-
mond, Waterfront
Playhouse, 8:30
pm.
•Coffee Mill End of
Season Folk,
Square, and Contra
Dance, free,
7:30-9:30 pm,

MAY 25
•Artichoke, Red
Barn, 8:30 pm.
•Bullshot Crum-
mond. Waterfront
Playhouse, 8:30
pm.

MAY 5
•Children's Art
Show, E. Martello,
9-5.
•American Legion
lunch 11:30-2:00,
$3.50.

MAY 18
•Artichoke, Red
Barn, 8:30 pm..
• Bullshot Crum-
mond, Waterfront
Playhouse, 8:30
pm.

MAY 26
•American Legion
lunch 11:30-2:00,
$3.50.

MAY 27
•American Legion
lunch 11:30-2:00,
$3.50.

MAY 6
• Members party, E.
Martello, 7-9.
•American Legion
lunch, 11:30-2:00,
$3.50.
• Library movie:
From Ocean to
Sea, 6:30 pm.

MAY 8
•American Legion
Lunch 11:30-2:00,
$3.50.

MAY1S
•American Legion
lunch, 11:30-2:00,
$3.50.
•Bullshot Crum-
mond, Waterfront
Playhouse, 8:30
pm.

MAY 28
•American Legion
lunch 11:30-2:00,
$3.50.
• Library movie, 39
Steps, 6 pm.

MAY 9
•American Legion
lunch 11:30-2:00,
$3.50.

MAY 10
•Children's
movies, public
library, 10:00 am.
•Marathon Dolphin
Scramble.
•Fish fry,
American Legion,
1-5 pm

MAY 20
•American Legion
lunch, 11:30-2:00,
$3.50.
•Bullshot Crum-
mond, Waterfront
Playhouse, 8:30
pm.

MAY 29
•American Legion
lunch 11:30-2:00,
$3.50.

MAY 30
•American Legion
tunch 11:30-2:00,
$3.50.

MAY 31
•Children's movie,
library.

MAY 13
•American Legion
lunch, 11:30-2:00,
$3.50.
•Bullshot Crum-
mond, Waterfront
Playhouse, 8:30
pm.

MAY 21
•American Legion
lunch, 11:30-2:00,
$3.50.
•Bullshot Crum-
mond, Waterfront
Playhouse, 8:30
pm.

For calendar
events, please
call 294-3602.

To have an
event listed in
the calender,
please call
294-3602.

Sen?

What
TUterations

Kari S. Hjeife
10 Key Lime

Square
Key West

294-1334
Charcoal Hut
525 DUVAL ST. • 296-7855

Open 7 days and nights 11 AM
till 5 A.M.S

CHARCOAL tmiulVsTEAKS
•BQ PORK RIBS

FREE DRAFT OR GLASS OF WINE
WITH MEAL

Full Sandwich Menu
Late Nite Breakfast • Garden Dining

PADRGN'S
DOLL SHOP

DOLLS
• Collectibles & Play
• Accessories* Paper Dolls
• Stuffed Toys . . . and Much, Much More
MON.-SAT. 10:30-5:30, OR PHONE FOR PRIVATE APPT.

294-3735 • 25 THIRD AVE., STOCK ISLAND

CUBAN CUISINE
601 DUVAL ST. #3

294-4246
KEY WEST, FL

SHINDLE ELECTRONICS, INC

Zenith
Computers

&
Business
Sjrstems

Telephone
Systems

&

Answering

Mjchines

3253 FLAGLER AVENUE, KEY WEST, FLORIDA BMO
ifOOQiuml,
9&p West,

Dairy
Queen

OPEN DAILY
10:00 AM

TO
11:00 PM

United & White

FREE SMALL CONE
WITH ANY PURCHASE AND THIS AD

ONE PER CUSTOMER PER VISIT

C & T INCOME TAX SERVICE INC.
SPlCUtUINC IN

PERSONAL & BUSINESS
FEDERAL & STATE RETURNS

ACCOUNTING • YEAR ROUND SERVICE
NOTARY SERVICE

10% DISCOUNT TO ACTIVE MILITARY
JANE CATHY - LYNDIA TORRES

3217 Flagler Avenue. Key West. FL 33040
Telephone: 296*695, 29M175

"OUR BUSINESS IS EXHAUSTING"
BILL'S MUFFLER SHOP

800SimontonSt. 294-2105
CUSTOMIZING:

RVs, TRUCKS, DUALS, FOREIGN
FREE inspection • FREE estimates

Muffling the Keys for 20 Years
VISA, MASTERCARD & AMERICAN EXPRESS
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