CIGAR-MAKTHC TN KEY WEST
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The making of elgare in Key Yest hepgan as early an 1831
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Kay Yest
reached its

890 vhen over 100 million cigme were produced,
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pack, There were those who were pickers, and those who were packers, but she

did doth, I was about 17 years old when T began working in the cigar factory
and exoept for a couple of yearw in the service, that's been my life's vork,

"T raceived ny training at the Key Weat Havana Cigar Factory (ealled
*he Trust” around ¥ey West), Vhen you lemmed vour trade thera, you would
always have a job, I liked the trade and this was essential in working there,
There

e making of a eiger is very intricate work——alse fascinating.,
are two types of cigarsi one is what is called a short pella type,
and the other in the long pella type. The short-pella is when you put your
binder down, it's chopped up tobaceo in the grinding wachine and you do this
with one rotion with a sense of fealing in vour hande-it allows vou to pick up
just enough tobaceco; you put it Inside of that binder and fold it over. With

shed
e outside wrapper is very irportant, There used to be Havana
wreppers around Xey West, dut in later years vhen we had the Cuban erbargo,
you couldnit get ther so we used San Domingo or Puerte Rice wrappers, The
Havana wrappers are so famous because the climatie conditions over there are
ideal. Ue're only 90 miles away but we can't raise it here. Their seil in
Cuba is just right for tabacco growing.

"Another interesting thing around the factory wan that the daily
newspaper was read by a reader, The Arerican papers were read in Spenish,
and the Spanish papers were read in Thglish, They not only read newspapers,
read books, The readers were chomen by the factory owmers—~they also
the books that eould be read, I remavber one in partioulare=it was
"Ala Cuba - Gleria™, This was resd to us a chapter a day. When the
realer would finigh, there would be applause and shouting, %e also had the
famous classios of Don Quixote and others., The reader was pald by the Cuban
element unless he Interpreted into Tnglish, Gueas he was paid ahout 50¢ a
woek for these services,

BThere wers some Amaricans in the cigar-saking business, but most of
were Cubans, as the trade was wht over ferom Cuba., My daddy made the
les for one of the largest mail-order factordies in the world--Thempson Pros.
fle was located here for quite a while, but moved from here to Bartew, Morida
and T understand they now work over 300 people doing samples) t#hbwe are five
efﬂmdwhmndmms?m from my daddy,

T had four A1if7 fantories in mv days had a break vhen T A4 oy
stretch in the Navy Yardj thendee opened the factory on Meming and Margaret
Street; this was about 1945 and stayed there until T petired, Would you beliavve
there are people in Xey West vho have lived here all their lives who have never
gseen a cigar mada? There vere pore Independents aarlier than now, They got the
tohacco from the big packers; D, Cobo's father was a hg independanttobacco
Street, Y used to buy tobacco from him so ve had the samm to-
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"There are sbout five small olger factordies around 1ike nine, Willie
Bell has one over on Ash Street. Fe hal a lot of trouble getting cigar bowes
50 we talked Mp, Norberg Thompoon into building the homes for our cipare.
It's on Cavoline and Margaret Street yet today. You see
boses out of Taspa and there was such a delay in getting them,

§
g
2
3
:

work and not know if we'd get through the day...or the week, They would
atrdke about anything., If soewbody didn't like the wreppers the factory
was putting out, they'd strike, Soretimes some bad vrappers womld coem in
and they'd cost the same as the good ones ao we were expacted to patch them
up and use them as best we could but the Cubans would refuse to work with them,

"M, Phﬁlipahadumdutthoiwshop—obmmomhmﬂm
amd mostly Americsns., Can never remerber of any dissentions there; everyone

was happy working thare,

*I warked in my shop until T was 79 and sold it to a man from
Nerth Carolina for $3000,00, WWMI:MO!MMWR
time for me to gat out of there, Itmmdiﬂimltmﬂndhalp; are
- and the older ones den't want to work
anymore bacause they have soeial security and pensions.

"Iy trade on Flaming Street oonsidted of walk-ins off the street and
mail orders, Seems snybody 1'd sell to once would come back for more so had
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Cabot
{(Intarviewed hy Arelia Sebe and “ra, Mary Malone).
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