—

)

R

T .
_ ;!\/LJLJ'QBQ__‘,

The hi!heﬂlPOiﬂt in Key West

Vol. 1, No. 20 Key West, Florida August, 1976

s

CESRETEES

s
7 U
2w

JREEE L-,‘!:




REPAIR

517 DUVAL ST./KINGS POINT MARINA/KEY WEST

i I“L"MMHM‘M
A

613 SIMONTON &

TEL.2941773/KEY WEST,FLA.

FABRIC WORLD

(specmlzzt i vitreous enamdls

on copper, silver and go\A,)

N e e
CONNIE
BANKO
BIKINIS

CENTRAL AMERICAN IMPORTS

i 499 Front St. 294-6883

From the Editor

to these groups and to the public.
They also will be supporting <ssues
and referendums - at the August 10
meeting they hope to have speakers,
pro and eon, on these three referen-
dums coming up for vote this Novem-
ber. Also they plan on pubically
endorsing some candidates. ALl of
this very good..

Our cover artist, Steve Roberts,
ig also the artist who drew the
beautiful bird on page 20.

Our next issue will include a
guide to voting for the various
candidates running for election
in the primaries. I can't say yet
for sure what form this will take
but our purpose will be to help the
voter make his selection.

There will not be an October
i18sue of Solaves Hill. We will ve-
sume publication for the November
issue. This is a fairly quiet month
and it seems a good one to take off
and give a vacation to the people
involved in this paper.

The paper has been doing very
nicely. Our ads have held up pretty
well and we are paying our bills.
For those who would like to help
out a little as patrons and don't
know quite how to do it - become

Hats off to the City Commission
on their excellent choice to fill
Bill Gamble's seat. Mary Lee Graham
18 honorable, intelligent, hard-work-
ing aud deeply interested in Key
Nest. Many names popped up during
the period of sclsetior for this
gea’ and quite honestly some of
them didn't seem up te par. Mary Lee
Graham i8 a fine choice and I wich
her the best of lueck in her new Job.

It looks like the Administra-
tive Appeal to the City of Key West
on Rest Beach will finally be heard.
City Attorney "Mannie" James told
me it would be heard at the City
Commission meeting on the night of
August 16. Those who are interested
in attending this meeting should
be sure to attend. Better check to
make sure that 1t scheduled for that
date however!

Congratulations are due the
Key West Jaycees for their out-
standing work ratsing money for the
Muscular Dystrophy Foundation. I un-
derstand that our Key West chapter
raised more money than any other
eity it's size in Florida. Local
Jaycee Tom Sawyer has the job of
heading up the fundraising for the
entire state Jaycee drive. Again,

congratulations. . a subseriber! The money that we get
There will be a meeting August from subseribers helps out enormous-
10 to charter the Young Democrats Ly.

Club of Monroe County. Manuel Lopez Thank you.

18 chairman for the organization of
this club. The purpose of the Young
Demoerats Club will be to educate
it's members and the young people

of the community on local govern-
ment and also to give them a voice
in loecal government. They expect

to establish a liaigon committee to
sit in on different boards and
eommissions and to then make reports
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GHOST STORY ...

by Malcolm Ross

A friend once said to me: "When my
husband and I moved to Key West in the
late 1930's every house was weathered and
gray and looked as if it had a ghost in-
side." This poetic deseription of the
post-depression city may have been more
than just an idle remark.

A controversial revelation came to

my ears one day several years ago: "This
house is haunted!" "What makes you say
that?" was my incredulous reply. '"oh,

a girl stayed overnight in one of the
apartments a few nights ago and she said
she saw ghosts." The prospect was inter-
esting, but having had little contact with
such matters it was quickly dismissed from
my thoughts. The bell of coincidence
jingled a few weeks later when the sub-
Ject of "where I was living" came up via
conversation with a friend. "Of course
you know that place 1s haunted..." was
Jan's quick reply. I remarked that I had
once heard something to that effect, but
it was truly to my amazement when she be-
came quite animated and rapidly lapsed
into a description of her experiences of
one night spent in the house.

I had generally regarded such a ac-
counts of ectoplasmic entitlies as fas-

cinating fictions designed for late night

entertainments or discussions by the lu-
natic fringe and had never heard anyone
sane recount any experience with visitors
from the other side.

As I listened Jan related how she
had been awakened twice during the night
by the presence of three ghostly visitors
—— a woman and two men who came to her
bedside. The eterbal skeptic, I asked
for a description of these "spirits", as
she called them. "What did they look
like and what type of clothes were they
wearing?" I mused that by their fashions
I might at least be able to plot them
historically. "The woman wore a long
blue dress with long sleeves down to the
wrists and a high collar...and, oh, yes,
she had her hair done up in a large bun
on top of her head." The style was un-
mistakable and I thought to myself: "How
quaint! Victorian ghosts." and no doubt
the original owners of the house. Her
description of the men were less detailed:
one ‘man, the older one, wore a brown suit.
Something which was baffling to .Jan: the
woman acted as if she was in charge of
things.

"Are you sure you weren't dreaming?"
I asked. "No, I could see objects in the
room clearly" was her reply. I queried
her a la Jack Webb ("Just want to get
the facts ma'am!") How was it that she
was able to tune in to things like that?
She explained that during early adoles-
cence she started to become sensitive to
many things that most people were not
aware of. She knew things instinctively
that other people did not know. She had
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flashes of accidents and other calamities,
but mostly things of a disturbing nature.
The gift of "second sight" had weighed
heavily on her and 1t was to her reliefl
in a few years to find that the moments
of clairvoyance became less frequent and
easier to accept.

At any rate, a test of Jan's story
several weeks later revealed no changes:
The woman wore a blue dress —- she pointed
to an object in the room, a bright blue —-
with long sleeves, high collar and her
hair in a bun on top of her head. She
had been awakened twice and there had
been two men in the woman's company. I
was still a skeptic and determined to
find out more before becoming a believer.

Jan left town to visit friends in
Detroit and the matter of the ghosts was
forgotten until one day on the beach I
ran into a friend I hadn't seen for some
time. "Are you still living in the old

Mercedes Hospital?" "Yes", I said. "I
can remember (Tony was in his fifties)

when the place was run by that woman --
and he recited a long Spanish name, the
only part of which I could pick out was
her first name -- Maria. Very casually
I said, "What did she look 1like?" "Oh,

"about like any Cuban woman”". was his dis-

appointing answer. "Well, did she wear
her hair any particular way?" He looked
at me a little strangely and gave me a
slow answer: "Well, I don't know whether
it was her own hair or a hairpiece but
she always wore a large bun either pinned
on top of her head or at the nape of the
neck." Hiding my reaction I continued: ~
"Did she dress any particular way?"

Put an

%
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Another deliberat=d answer: "Yes, as a

matter of fact she did. It always looked
as if she was wearing the same dress. It
had a high collar with lace around the

top and long sleeves with lace around ths

wrists.” (Jan had never mentioned any-
thing about lace.) "What color was the
dress?" "Gray" was the answer. Not blue

hut gray! And Tony was very insistent
that the dress was gray. (Jan was equally
insistent that the dress worn by the ghost
was blue!) The notion of a Victorian
ghost was fading rapidly. The ghost might
just be from this century. .

My peculiar guestions naturally cried
out for an explanation and I explained
that his description of the hospital di-
rector fitted that of a description of
a ghost that had been seen in the former
hospital. If Tony was amazed or shocked
he didn't show it but went on to explain
that he remembered her as an elderly wo- .
man (he was quite young at the time).

She had run the hospital for a number of
yvears and had died around the beginning

of World War II. He asked me if I would
like to see her grave in the Key West Cem-
etery. An uneasiness crept over me but

I saild Yyes" and off we sped in Tony's

car to the section that is known as the
Catholic Cemetery. A white tombstone
shaded by a large gumbo limbo €ree bore
the name Maria Valdez de Gutsens and the
notation Iin Spanish that she had been born
in Havana in 1862 and died in Key West in
1941, I stared blankly at the stone while
a number of strange thoughts ran through
my mind.

The history of the house on Virginia
Street was completely unknown to Jan at
the time of her brief stay. And my know-
ledge of it (I had lived there about a
year at the time) was little better. My
original attraction for the bulilding had
been primarily aesthetic. "The magnificent
rooms (most about 20 feet square) with
thelir high ceilings (14 feet downstailrs,
13 feet upstairs),the large double doors
with thelr fanlight windows, the high
windows with their arched tops and the
galleried two-storied courtyard {apparently
the only one in XKey West) had cast a spell
upon me. .

I still remember my first moments
in the house -~ it was Christmas Eve 1968
—-— and the feeling, was something akin to
intoxication (the eggnog was delightful
and its delicate lacings of various brandies
made it the first that I had ever enjoyed
enough for seconds!) but I was not drunk.
It has been saild that architecture should
elevate the spirit (a fact that is often
overlooked today) but now in retrospect
I wonder if it was aesthetics that was
responsible for my "high'" -—- or something
else! This new tale of ghostly figures
treading the galleries at night added to
the fascination, but I had always felt

con't on page§
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Guide
Captain Gris

Bettle

special radic equipped shallow draft boat
back country & shallow water fishing

618 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FLORIDA

(305) 284-5368

spin - fly- - plug -

- snorkeling
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Wey West Players

YOU'RE A GOOD MAN
CHARLIE BROWN

Sep. 20th to Sep. 25th

Subscribe for the Season
$12 buys 5 admisstons
for the cost of 4!

(including the musical)

WATERFRONT PLAYHOUSE,
POBT OFFICE BOX 724
KEY WEST, FLORIDA 33040

some remarks

There is a small and relativeiy un-
known group or four men and one woman in
Key West who've taken up a pretty gigan-
tic cause in their lives -- the preser—
vation of the cceans around us and how
to educate coming generations in the vi-
tal necessity of their work. But it's
not grinding, boring work -- it's fun and
it is extremely interesting in all its
aspects.

With approximately 72 per cent of
this planet's surface covered by water
and the very existence of that water
being essential to all life on Earth,
today their message has more meaning
than ever before.

Nautilus Underwater Research Inc.
(NUR) is an educational non-profit cor-
poration organized in July, 1974, for
tax-exempt purposes under state and
federal laws.

The active and interested nucleus
of NUR consists of C.W. Smith, president;
Matt Clemons, vice president; L. George
Elston, executive secretary; Vicki Im-
pallomeni, treasurer; and Steve Dunn,
the dive master.

They're all past or present students
at Florida Keys Community College where
they majored in environmental marine
science in a series of courses handled
by highly skilled and well-educated
teachers at the small college which gave
them the inspiration fer their organi-
zation and its tasks.

While they're from different parts
of the country, they were all drawn to
FKCC "because it's a natural,' sald Clem-
ons -- surrounded by water, with all the
facilities and a high caliber staff for
their education.

They scored a high mark for them-
selves this past March when three of
their members decided to enter the inter-
national competitions for shell exhibits
held yearly on Sanibel Island, off Ft.
Myers.

Smith, Clemons and Dunn put together,
after hundreds of hours of study and re-—
search prlmarily done as a college pro-
ject, two major surveys they'd completed
around Key West and in the waters and
reef's around the Lower Keys.

The Sanibel Shell Fair competitions,
recognized around the world for its au-
thority and the excellence of the collec-
tors and experts it attracts, draws up-
wards of 10,000 people to the famous is-
land during the week's showing.

TPhey were newcomers to this kind of
high-ranking and somewhat sophisticated
form of competition but they had what it
takes in imagination and expertise to
walk away with a first prize and a second
in two rather esoteric fields in the

“ecollection of shells and underwater phe-

nomenas.

i
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Marine research group in their "natural

habitat”, left to right: Steven Dunn,
George Elston, C.W. Smith, Vieki Impallo
meni, and Matt Clemons. ;

Their shell survey (a tongue twiste
for the layman) concerned "common gastro
pods of the Lower Keys" -~ how's that
again?

It represented six months of back-
breaking labor and eye-tiring research ii
which they had identified and classified
200 species of shells found in the sands
and waters around the Lower Keys. It was
entered in the presentation known as
"Cowries of the World," and was awarded
a red ribbon for second prize.

Then they entered the "anomalies
division," staged for "sea life other
than shells," with a handsomely pre-
pared exhibit of 20 living specimens of
anemones from the Lower Xeys, sea fans,
vivid living coral, and other beautiful
examples of nature's incredible treas-
ures to be found underwater.

For that, a blue ribbon first prize.

"We couldn‘t believe it," Clemons
said.

For the first-timers and students,
at that, it was the kind of boost they
needed for thelr own confidence and for
their fledgling business venture.

The group works through the school
system, giving illustrated lectures on
the beauties of the ocean, what it con~
tains, the amazing thoroughly worked-
out design of the chain of life for all
its billions of living organisms. Under-
water films are taken and made into color
slides for the lectures, portraying the
breeding and feeding grounds for every-
thing from plankton to grouper, tiny
shrimp to tough shelled turtle. The key
role played by the mangrove fringes arour
the islands in the Lower Keys is shown
clearly, related to the eternal circle

of life and death, food, growth, develop~-
ment.

con't on page 2
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editorial

One of the least appealing features
of historical preservation is the need
for laws to enforce this preservation.
Sometimes a large enough community spirit
will move a group of people to voluntar-
ily adhere to a preservation code without
the need for laws to back it up. Such
a situation is decidedly rare. Generally
you need laws to back up the building
guidelines which a philosophy of preser-
vation demands.

Why 1s there a philosophy of preser-
vation for 01d Key West?

Well, one reason and probably the
most obvious one is that Key West is a
very, very beautiful town. Visually,
there are a great many treats for the
appreciative ey~ and a great many treats
even for the unappreciative eye. Where-
as many towns may have a few fine homes
or a block or two of exciting buildings
Rey West has almost a third of the is-
land architecturally beautiful. This
is 2 simple fact and there is no need
to belabor the point. One of the fore-
most architectural historians and preser-
vation authorities in the U.S., James
Marston Fitch, Professor of Architecture
at Columbia University, remarked while
visiting in Key West with the Chairman of
the 0.I.R.C. "I'm amazed that there are
so many houses in 01d Key West of thlS
beautiful, traditional design.' ‘

A second reason for the philoSOphy
of preservation is economie. Tourism
is the major money earner for this is- |
land. People come to Key West to enjoy
the sun, the fishing, and the general
ambiance of this tropical island. They
also come to see a quaint old town that
in most cases is totally different from
the newer c¢lty or town areas in which
they live. For those who would argue
that Key Haven or any of the new areas.
contain architecture of equal appeal, T
would argue back that the Conch Train
would surely go bankrupt if it only
offered service to the newer areas.
Badly put, beauty pays.

. Another reason for preservation is
historical. Some of the buildings in
Key West are the equal of some of the
finest examples of American architecture
anywhere. The losses of some of these
(the Convent of Mary Immaculate, for ex-
ample) are unpardonable and must not be
repeated.

History and beauty can make a citi-
zen proud of his town. When that same
beauty and history create the main source
of income for it, then the welfare of
the citizen would seem to be increasingly
dependent on the preservation of the town.

The 0ld Island Restoration Commission
was created to carry out the preservation
and Restoration of 014 Key West. Sec-—

tion 5 of the law that created the 0.I. R C.

reads in part:

SCQA
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"Hereafter and for the public
welfare and in order that the
quaint and distinctive charac-
ter of the 01d Section of the
City of Key West, Florida may
may not be injuriously affec-
ted, and in order that the value
to the community of those build-
ings having architectural and
historical worth may not be im-
paired, and in order that a
reasonable degree of control
may be exercised over the archi-
tecture of private and semi-
public bulldings erected on or
abutting the public streets or
alleys of said 01d Section, . be~
fore the commencement of any
work in the erection of any
building, or the repairing, re-
painting, alteration, remodel-
ing or demolishing of any ex-
isting building, any part of
which is to front on any public
street or alley in the 014
Section, application by the
owner for a permit therefore
must be made to the 01d Island
Restoration Commission,...."
Well, all this seems elear enough.
What's the problem? If the preservation
of 0l1d Key West is economically desirable
and esthetically desirable it certainly
makes sense to have a commission whose
function it is to gulde the homeowner
when he desires to make changes in his
house in the 01d Section. And likewise
it makes sense to have a commission that
has the power to see that the guldeline
of preservation and restoration are pro-
perly followed.

" Often complaints from homeowners
about having to follow these guldelines:
disappear when they read and discover
that the requirements of the 0.I.R.C.
are generally very sensible and reasonable.
But still there are some howls of protest
that accompany the decisions of this com-
mission.

Why?

Take a guided tour ot a 168-foot’

Spanish treasure galleon built by

Treasure Salvors, Inc. of Key West,

the world's largest treasure hunting

organization. See what life aboard

ship was like in the 1600’5, See

some of the treasure that has been

found in Florida waters. See the

cannons from the “Nuestra Senora

.. de Atocha” which sankin 1622 off

<" Key West. She carded a cargo

¥ valued at over 100 million dollars,

See the techniques Treasure Salvors

is using to recover her gold, silver
and gems. ‘

_ -~ WRECKERS WHARF
633 Front Street

Most of the people upset with the
0.I.R.C. are those who feel that it's no-
body's business what color they palnt _
their house or what material they use to
repair a rotted porch. Being told what
to do with one's house runs counter to-
the grain of the strong individuality
that is in such evidence here in Key West.
There is no easy answer to give those
who feel this way. Much sentiment 1s on
their side. My sentiment, toco. But
stronger than sentiment is the relentless
logic behind the preservation and restor-
ation of 0ld Key West. Beyond a shadow
of a doubt, the 01d Town is one living
architectural gem and alteration of any
part of it adversely affedts the whole,
When an architect draws a set of plans
that are accepted for a bullding, it is
these plans that are followed. The
builder doesn't decide to put a round
window in where the architect has called
for a square one. Similarly, in a gen-
eral sense, much of 0l1d Key West is the
result of one general school of Conch
architecture -~ outstanding, beautiful,
functlonal, economically rewarding - and

" tamrpering with it alters its superior

de31gn. This does not mean that changes
canndt bhe made ~ it does mean that they
should be true to the spirit of 01d Key.
West.

Unfortunatellyy there appears to be
little or no support for the 0.I.R.C.
from the City Commission. When the work
of the O0.I.R.C. 1is brought up the public
can expect one of the commissiocners to
exclaim that something's mighty wrong when
a man is told what color to palint his
house. That statement is like waving a
red flag in front of a bull. All the
Commissioners (Commissioner Graham ex-—
cepted) react in a like manner and nothing
would seem less important or more meddle-~
some than the work of the 0.I.R.C.

A matter before the City Commission
right now illustrates this.

A few months ago, the people who
have the beautiful old Kemp house across
from the Post Office on Caroline Street
applied to the 0.I.R.C. for a permit to
rebuild a picket fence around their house.
This house is one of the mdst beautiful
in Key West. Simple, elegant, dramatic,
weathered - thlS house has been a favor-
ite for years.

In any event, these people applied
to 0.I.R.C. for permission to rebuild
a fence. The application read that they
were going to use two feet of block and
four feet of picket. Fine. A traditional
method. The application was approved.

Then, lo and behold, a different
type of fence - a six foot high stockade
fence - rose up in place of the fence

that had been described on the application.

The 0,1.R.C. protested and the Key West
Bulldlng Department protested. Not only
were the guidelines of the 0.I.R.C. being
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WATER:

a Crisis

by Art Welner

~ on the. ()qfcohy

WATER Part 1T
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1577 [Summary
iy ; Last month, in our disceussion of .
et water, some of the basic attributes of
= £ this miraculous substance were pointed
- 4 = out: 1its high heat capaeity, great ther-
mal conductivity and other Ffactors which
engble the oceans to have such an im-
portant influence on our climate. The
importance of water to life: its role
in the origin and maintenance of life and
its vital contribution to photosynthestis,
respiration and digestion.

Our comtemporary water crisis was
discussed: the global distribution of
fresh and salt water and our inecreasing
dependence upon a limited reserve of
M groundwater. And finally, the water re-

* sources of South Florida: the Biscayne

< Aquifer and its watershed, and the man-
made distribution system that brings wat-
er to southeastern Florida and the Florida
Keys. ] _

In discussing water or any other
natural resource or process, it must be
pointed out that it i3 interrelated to
the other non-living components of an
ecosystem and to the multitude of plants,
animals and microorganisms which are the
functional units of the web of life.

Thus manipulation of any natural system,
such as a water cycle, has profound impli-
cations for a great number of creatures,
both in the present and the future.

Utiligation of food, energy or other
natural resources therefore requires an
awareness and empathy for the other life
forms and processes which support them.
If we are concerned about our fellow
creatures, as well as ourselves, we will
~  the Sea Crest come protect the natural systems of which we

back and come back.. are all a part and which are necessary

Ea CREST motel for our continued existence on the planet.

‘ : Efficient use of natural systems

" /ON THE BEST BEACH IN KEY WEST allows us to benefit from the free ener-

EFFICIENCIES o TV ¢ AIR COND. gies of Nature with the lowest possible

Moderate daily - weekly rates cost/benefit ratios. If we allow natural
: processes to work for us, it frees us

1423 Simonton 5t. from the necessity of making and main-

Phone 204-3707

taining the costly artificial systems and
" BankAmericard conditions which oftentimes work against
MasterCharge
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restaurant francais
_serving lunch & dinner
nda provmczal atmosphere

Reservations accepted

-305-294- 6252

Harbor House Arcade Upstairs
423 Front St. Key West, Fla.

,':,l People who come to

the natural flows. It is most often un-
wise to depend upon expensive technology
for tasks, such as advanced waste treat-
ment, which can be better performed by
natural systems if the latter are not
upset or over-extended.

Sea Crest Health Bar

Mango Smoothies. Fresh Squeezed Juices
Pocket Sandwiches  Fresh Fruit with Yogurt

It is most necessary to know when
and how to use technology and not believe
it to be an end in itself. Technology

must be complementary to natural systems,

and technicians must be willing to marry
the best of the o0ld with the best of the
new. Technological advances do not deter-
mine what 1s necessarily desirable but
only what is feasible at a given time.

Our quality of 1life is not always im-
proved through the development of greater
technology.

Oftentimes our technology creates
the 1llusion that our natural resources
are unlimited, which leads to excessive
consumption and waste. And unnecessary
consumption costs us, even if the re-
source is free. 1In South Florida, where
there is an abundant supply of fresh
water, heavy use requires collection,
purification, distribution, disposal and
treatment. What is therefore necessary
is to bring our consumption and our tech-
nology closer to our real needs and to
Nature.

A relevant example of this philo-
sophy is the "cistern". A cistern,
according to Webster, is "a tank in which
rainwater is collected for use". It
really isn't very much more than that.
Cisterns have been in use for thousands
of years and are presently being used in
many areas of the world, such as Bermuda,
Gibralter, North America and the Florida
Keys. As a matter of fact, all new resi-
dential development in the Virgin Islands
is required to have a self-sustaining
water supply system such as a well or
cistern.

One of the most important deter-
mining factors in cistern design is the
yearly annual rainfall. Or, stated an-
other way: do we get enough rain to
meet our needs? For the Florida Keys
the answer is yes. The average yearly
rainfall, in Key West, for the period
1940-70 was 39.9 inches, most of which
accumulated during the six month rainy
season. .

How do you collect the rainwater?

The collection normally involves a roof
that is guttered and a downspout connectec
to the cistern. The collection area must
be large enough to store what is required
by a household. TFor example, a roof area
of approximately 1300 sq. ft. could col-
lect about 32,000 gallons of water as-—
suming a rainfall of 40 in,
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Of course, 32,000 gallons of water
is a lot of water requiring U280 cubilc
feet of storage space. Thus before you
build a cistern, you should determine
your potable water requirements. Accord-
ing to national statistics, the "average
American" uses between 75-100 gallons per
day [this does not include the water used
to produce food, consumer goods, energy,
etc.]. Based on these figures, a family
would require an enormous collection area
and cilstern.

But this does not hold true if you
use this resource wisely. There is no
need, and in the Florida Keys it is absurd,
to waste 7 1/2 gallons of water every time
you flush the toilet. There are many de-
vices on the market today which substan-
tially reduce this demand or eliminate
it entirely. There are many other ways
to reduce the level of household water
consumption. These methods of water con-
servation should be practiced regardless
of whether you are using cilstern water
or Aqueduct water.

Once you have determined your re~
guirements, you can calculate the number
of cublc feet ol storage space required
by dividing the gzllonage by 7.4¢& [one
cublic foot = 7.481 gallons]. Once you
have obtained this figure, design the
cistern. The Monroe County Building
and Zonlng Department has issued guide-
lines Tor cistern construction vwhich
should be corsulted.

Consideration should be given to
mechanisms and/or filters which will
prevent pesticides and dehris from getting
inte the drinking water. There are sever-
al simple and cheap devices readily avail-
ablie for accomplishing this end. If the
cilstern is light-tight and prcperly
screened, neither mosquitos nor algae
will ever crecgte a problem.

The economics of cistern construction
and usage support the wisdom of depending
upon natural systems. The rain 1s fres.
The cost of constructing the cistern, the
gutters, filter, pumps, etc. is easily
outwelghed by the cost of Agqueduct water
projected over the lifetime of the house.
And when one considers the effect of in-
creasing costs of fossil fuels and tech-
nology on the price of Aqueduct water,
cisterns look evan better.
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Mcreover, utilization of cisterns
or other self sustaining water supply
systems, such as wells, relleves some
of the burder. from the Aqueduct system,
This would make more water available to
tnose users who cannot use self sustain-
ing systems and lesser the need to pur-
chase the expensive technelogy nocéssary
to pipe water from the mainland or to

"make fresh water from seawater Tdesalin-
ation! or brackish water [reverse osmcsis].

The other self sustaining weter sup-
ply system that has besn mentloned but
which has limited application in the Keys
is the fresh-water well. Because of the °
geology of the Lower Keys, many of the
islands have, beneath their surface,
isolated shallow pockets of fresh water.
Theses pockets are known as "freshwater
lenses" because of their characteristic
concave shape. The largest of these in
the Keys is found in the Big Pine - No
Name Key area.

Lenses differ from aquifers in that
they are not connected and are recharged
only by the rainwater which seeps into
the ground directly above them. Since
1940 however, some recharge has resulted
from usage of Aqueduct system water.

The lens literally floats, like an ice-
berg, on the denser salt water found
directly beneath it. Thus when sinking
a well into a lens one must not go too
deeply into the rock.

During the dry season the volume of
fresh water in a lens decreases because
of lack of recharge and utilization of
the water by plants and people and through
evaporation. On many of the smaller keys,
the lens water becomes brackish during
this time of year because the "head" of
fresh water is insufficient to prevent
salt water intrusion into the lebhs.

In areas, such as Big Pine Key, lens
water is of very good quality, but in
areas of high human population density,
such as Key West, there is considerable
risk of contamination from septic tank
effluent or leakage from sewage pipes.
Lens water should be checked periodically
to determine whether or not it is potable
or should only be used to flush toilets
or to water gardens or other vegetation.

Remodeling a great old house
that doesn’t have
a great kitchen?

DARBY & MITCHELL

CABINETMAKERS

the most complete
woodworking shop
in the keys

US 1, Stock Island 294-7377
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. PICNICS AND EXPLORING

‘camping on out jalands by
opecial” arrangement |

* SAILING CHARTERS

con't from page 3

comfortable in the house and fear had
never been one of my feéelings. (Jan felt
a great uneasiness while in the buillding.)

Naturally I became alerted to the
possibility of ghostly forms in my apart-
ment but the closest I could ever come ,
to -sensing a presence was the feeling of
a hand running through my hair one night
as I sat reading. It was not convincing
evidence of spirits as the "“ghostly hand"
could have easily been a draft or breeze
from an open window. Another time the
shower acted like a thing possessed but
second~floor living in a Conch house with
its vagaries of water pressure can cause
many strange things to happen.

WERE AT THE FOOT OF MARGARB] STREET

Ses. AMP%

" Over the months my curiosity turned
up a number of interesting facts about
the house. It had been bulilt in the last
century (the 1880's actually) by a mil-"
lionaire cigar manufacturer, one Eduardo
Gato during the great cigar-making era of
Key West. Mr. Gato, Cuban born, owned
several cigar factorles in the city in-
cluding one which 1s the present Navy
Commissary. He was apparently the richest
cigar manufacturer of the time, and the
house stood in rural desolation with the
Convent of Mary Immaculate among the man-
groves and scrub trees in the area south
of Division Street (later to be called
Truman Avenue), The distance of the
house from the heart of Key West and

the menagerie of anlimals kept on the
grounds caused the estafe to be known as
the "Gato Farm". Although the house was
said to have hosted such notables as for-
mer Cuban dictator Machado the lack of
society may have been the motivation for
Mr. Gato to build another house closer

to town. This edifice of almost equal~

~qually magnificent proportions still

stands on the cornef of Duval and South
streets.

The original house was turned over
to the city of Key West for use as a hos-
pital after the turn of the century. In
October of 1911 it was dedicated as the

Casa del Los Pobres (House of the Poor) to

serve the indigent citizens of Key West.
Funding was mainly by contributions (ap-
parently some money even came from Cuba)
and 1t was named the Mercedes Hospital
in honor of Mr. Gato's wife. During the
1920's the large two-story building with
its enormous rooms and courtyard and
four porches (only one remains at present.
the others having rotted away) was moved
the distance of about two-city blocks to
its present location on Virginla Street.
It remained a hospital until the 1940's
when it was abandoned to cockfights and
storage for bundles of scrap paper -—--
the fruits of wartime paper drives.
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During the 40's it also came under pri-
vate ownership and was converted into
apartments and forms the winter residence
of 'local restaurateur Richard Lischer.
Mr. Lischer has owned the building about
elght years.

Most pleces of the puzzle seemed to
fit together but it seemed best at any
rate to verify facts by consulting as
many sources as possible. It is difficult
and awkward to ask blunt questions of total
strangers without arousing their suspicions
or annoyance. The subject of ghosts
generally causes uneasiness and often an
unwlllingness to cooperate. After some
mistakes a smecoth technique developed
and some more interesting bits of in-
formation came to light. One elderly wo-
man gave some valuable information in re-
gard to the costume worn by the hospital
director. (Jan had said that her dress
was "long"™ but by present standards of
skirt lengths anything approaching the
knee would be considered "long".) The
older woman remarked that she indeed had
worn long dresses, gesturing with her hand
down to her ankle! She referred to the
lady as "old-fashioned" in her tastes —-
apparently clinging to the styles of the
last century. If the hospital director
had indeed been the elderly lady that
Tony remembered (she was 79 when she died)
it would be almost certain that she would
not be dressing in the latest fashion of
the day -- particularly in her role as
head of the hospital. Mrs. Gutsens would
have been in her late thirties at about

"have been fascinated by the house on Vir-

Cits walls.

the turn of the century and it seems
reasonable that the style of clothing of
this time would reflect a pleasant period
in her 1life.

An elderly man recalled that he had
frequently given her pastries and baked
goods to help feed the patients in the
hospital but was able to offer little in-
formation in regard to her physical de~-.
scription. He did remark that she was
a fine, genteel woman "with a big heart"
who had macde a vow to take care of the
hospital as long as she lived. After her
death the enterprise failed -- apparently
for lack of her guiding influence.

Most of the pileces of the puzzle
were in place except for one —- the
color of the woman's dress. A former
owner of the house had mentioned seeing
the ghost of an elderly lady in a long
gray dress and a bun on top of her head
descending one of the staircases. An-
other girl who stayed in the house for
a short time said she also saw a woman
with the same hairdo in a gray dress.
Tony had said gray, but Jan had insisted
repeatedly that the dress was blue. The
last piece finally fell into place during
a conversation with a woman who had lived
for years in the vicinity of the house,
particularly during the time when 1t was
a hospital. Not only did Lucille remember
the director and her trips from door to '
door soliciting guarters for the hospital
but the material of the dress that she
wore. It was almost as if it were a uni-
form as she was never seen without it --
a dress of a shiny gun-metal taffeta,
which those who are familiar with the
fabriec will recall appears gray in some
light and blue in others!

For years the children of Key West

‘An English Pub in the Olde Tradition

615 Duval St.
Key West, Fl,
294-7234

Whitbread English Draught:
Harp Lager
Bass Ale
Guinness Stout
Miller on Tap
Fine Wines
Hot & Cold Sandwiches

~ Pizza
Darts — Chess -~ Pool

ginia Street, referring to it as "the
Haunted House" or "the Spook House" for
reasons known only to them. One often
hears bits and pieces of stories about
everything from vampires to headless
ghosts which are said to reside within

If the building is indeed
haunted it is haunted by benevolent
spirits who have no wish to harm the
living. Any being undertaking such self-
less acts as caring for the 111 and all-
ing could scarcely be considered a threat
to society.

When Jan returned several months
later to Key West and was confronted with
the house's history and the bits of in-
formation that had been dredged up her

) IO
eyes glowed with understanding. At last P , N i, J
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she knew what had happened that night i‘.’ 4&(‘ *‘.."

Contemporary Blues -

when she had stayed in the house. The ) W
three spirits were simply making their. gs j X ~an

1 ‘—-,i.s] ®_ :
many years when the house was a hospital w N/ ™S
and she had been awakened when a hand

nightly rounds as they had done for so
had touched her wrist to take her pulse. '

A length of cord,
A handsome bead,
A price that’s right
to satisfy yourevery need.

Complete line macrame supplies,
wooden beads and brass rings,
glass beads, liquid silver,
ceramic beads, waxed linen’
~ for jewelry crafts.

for afternoon or evening classes.

Open 10 am

White St. . .
1102 St Mo - Sat,

(Across from Gulfstream Mkt.)

FREE INSTRUCTION. stop in & register

- PLANTASIA'Z

CERTIFIED PADI MASTER INSTRUCTOR RON LITTLE LOCATED AT ISLAND DIYE SHOP

is offering 1990 N. Rosevelt Bivd.
1/ CERTIFIED SCUBA COURSE {Next to Hukilou)
2/ REEF TRIPS -

3/ NEW RESORT COURSE

{3 hour instruction including oll equip-
ment, instructor, etc. Reason for this
course is to give those interested an idea
of what diving is dll about — under safe
condifions! 1% hours of lectures and
water work off the beach and 1% hours
diving in shollow waters at the reef with
this instructor. Cost.is $55 per person),

A TYPICAL INTERVIEW WITH A STUDENT INTERESTED IN THE CERTIFIED
SCUBA COURSE MIGHT GO LIKE THIS:

1/ How long is the course? The course is 4 weeks long, 2 days a week, 27 hours
total.

2/ How much time does each lesson toke? Each lesson is 3 houts long,

3/ 1 work odd hours. Would you be uble to fit me in? People with odd hom:s who
are interested in toking the coursé need only to make arrangements with me
and | con orrange to work cround your scheduls {(See Question 9).

4/ Whot is the size per class? Each class consists of only 4 sfuda!ns. This way
proper fime can be given to sach student if he has ony difficulty.

5/ How much tqui:l:no?i do | ne&d‘z} All equipment is fumished to each student
exce, for mask, fin ‘& snorkel.

&/ Vﬂurp: ore the lessons given? All lessons ore taught in the OPEN QCEAN -
in  shallow depths of 5°. o )

7/ Why do you teach in the open ocean? The reason for this is to work in the
environment . you will be d'r

te
e,
.
.
»

. ving in.

8/ Will I be proficient after your course? Yes, because wi* only 4 students per
class time is awailoble 1o work with students ito insure their through know
ledge of the ocean environment, diving equipment and the physical aspects
related fo diving.

9/ How much is it going to cost? A group of 4 pays $&0 per person. Private
students pay $150.

Phone» 4-7688
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The fact that about 60% of all vol-
unteers have been military personnel or
dependents brings to light one of the
lesser known contributions of the military
to the Key West community. Hopefully,
should the number of military personnel
and dependents be significantly reduced,

a greater number of volunteers will-emerge
from the local community. And, hopefully,
whatever funding is needed to keep this
important program going will be provided
by both the State of Florida and Monroe
County. THERE IS A POSSIBILITY THAT ADE-
QUATE FUNDING TO KEEP THE PROGRAM VIABLE
WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE.

Obviously, volunteers who provide
a needed service not only save the tax-
payer's money, but often provlde aid or
services which would not otherwise be
available. The success of the "big broth-
er - big sister" program here in Monroe
County just might set an example which
will trigger off other volunteer programs
in problem areas. And there certalnly :
are many serious needs in this area which 8 b/
are not being met. Well thought out and , k“
coordinated volunteers programs might ; ;ﬁ
provide a way of working at these needs i v
without big tax increases. But volunteer, ‘
programs, including Izzy's, can only suc-

could protit from tourism.

The importance of lzzy's work on be-
half of his c¢ity was soon recognized on
.the state level. He was elected state
treasurer of the Jaycess, then was ap-
pointed to the National Awards Committee,
which enabled him to serve as a travelling
ambassador of good will for his fair city.
On the loeal level, Izzy was one of those
active in getting historical markers
erected around town, heightening appreci-
ation of the many sites of historical sig-
nificance in this area.

His local interests and affiliations
were truly broad ranging. In 1944 Izzy
was elected Exalted Ruler of the Elks
Ciub. And he took part in many of the
community projects sponsored by the Masons,
the Kiwanis and Rotary Clubs, the Optimists,
and other civic organizations.

He was an active member of the South
Florida Council of the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica for thirty years. His interest in
the needs of young people was further evi-
denced by his unstinting labor on behalf
of the Optimists' drive to provide a youth
center in Key West. Consequently, when
Florida's Division of Youth Services sougnt
someone to direct its volunteer program
in Monroe County, Izzy was a natural

2

Tt sin e

[

4Py

o

BT

<3

BN aR R R N R R N AR R A e

A

1ZZY o

by Ernest Sgetela
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In Key West, "big brother" may not
be watching you. But Key West has its own
Mr. Big Brother, Izzy Weintraub, who for

1zzy was a year old when his famlly ,
returned to Key West from New York, where |
he was born.

He attended the public schools. ' choice. Perhaps it would be best not to ceed if there are responsible men and
the past three years has headed and ex- of Key West, including the old Key Wes i identify a state sponsored program with women in the community willing to give
panded the very successful local "Big High Schcol. He was a popular student, B any one individual. But to the many of themselves -- to give time and effort
Brother"” program. ' » and was also active in varsity sports. volunteers who were screened and trainea -— to making such volunteer programs

You have to know Izzy —- see and He was a first stringer on the basketball by Izzy, and the many parents and young work.
hear him in action -- to begin to ap-

KeyWest, Florida 33040

Over 100 unique Fragrances — beavtifully packaged!
Fine Cosmetics, Sun, and After-Sun Products ~ Mode |}
from high concentrations of Aloe extraet in our own
laboratory in Key West...where the Aloe grows.

YOU ARE WELCOME TO WATCH OUR LABORATORY AT WORK]

team, a catcher on the baseball team, and °
a first string halfback. "I was the -
smallest man on the football field, and v
I had to run like hell to keep from getting
my bones broken by all the bruisers we i
used to play." i
After graduating, Izzy moved to Jack-'
sonville, and was soon working for some of:
the largest of the national shoe chains.
In 1934 he returned to Key West, and is r

men and women who have benefitted from
this program, Izzy Weintraub is someone
very special:. He has generated enthu-
siasm and a high level ol competence
among his volunteers in an exemplary
manner. At present, more than sixty
volunteers are actively workirg in this
program. Since it began, more than
600 hours of work with boys and girls

There 1s a philosophy behind the
youth volunteer friend, or "big brother"
movement. Izzy has dedicated himself to
selling this philosophy -- that enough .
responsible competent men and women will
come forth in our community to work for
the common good, to help bring out what's
best in all of us. Let us hope and pray
that Izzy's unceasing efforts succeed.

preciate him. He's a Conch version of a
Jewish leprechaun who has not only kissed
the Blarney Stone, but has also imbibed
deeply of the fountain of youth. Per-
haps it's working with young people that
keeps Izzy thinking and feeling young.
It's hard to believe that the following
‘obituary' was written about Izzy just

a few years ago:
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RESTAURANT

Fresh daily,
right-from-the-ocean
SEAFOOD
Raw Oysters
Shrimp Steamed in Beer
" Conch Chowder
Lobster & Turtle Steak
Homemade Key Lime Pie

Open 11:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. Daily
908 Caroline St. 294-9005

"In 1972 in Key West, Florida, Isa-
dore L. Weintraub, a prominent business
leader in the downtown section of the
city for many years, and one of its most
publie-spirited and community-minded
citizens, decided to retire to private
1life and enjoy the fruits of his labors
over the years. "Izzy, as he was known
to his friends and associates along Duval
Street, had spent so many years getting
things done for his city that his retire-
ment from the active battle lists was a
distinct loss to the whole community.
it left a hole in the roster of private
citizens who had the ability, energy,
and determination to spark community-
wide projects and carry them through to
successful conclusions.” '

But Igzy's 'retirement' didn't last
very long. It proved to be a blessing
in disguise. Izzy happened to be available
at the time when the State of Florida's
Division of Youth Services inaugurated
its "valunteer friend", or "Big Brother"
program throughout the state, including
Monroe County. And his background and

- experience made him particularly suited

to direct this program..

296-2422

872-2915

IF YOU'VE GOT A LITTLE PACKAGE IN A BIG
HURRY, ISLAND HOPPER COURIER GIVES YOU
SAME-DAY SERVICE ANY WHERE FROM KEY WEST

TO KEY LARGC FOR PICK UP & DELIVERY

fondly remembered by many as one of the
friendliest, most outgoing businessmen
on Duval Street.

Izzy has a splendid record of com-
munity involvement. In 1938 he became
a charter member of the local chapter of
the Jaycees. He was their first vice
president, and in 1939 became president.
In that year he also helped form' the
Monroe County Young Democrats Club. His
letters and telegrams to influential na—
tional figures, including Congressional
leaders, helped persuade many of them to
see the strategic importance of 2 major
military base here. Before long l'ederal
defense funds were being channelled into
this area of Key West, which had suffered
terribly from unemployment and poverty
during the Great Depression. The city
went bankrupt, and had to be bailed out
by the federal government -- an inter-
esting precedent. Now defense spending
spurred the economy, and unemployment
seemed 2 thing of the past. lzzy was

also a part of the Jaycee effort to com-
bat local political corruption, and to
he%p make feliow citizens aware of the
unique beauty and potential of the Key
West area as a resort community which

e h OOD PALACE

\& 3 JUST A GROCERY-+
> "\ BUT A Soclal CENTER

522 FLEMING ST. 296 5663
SPEN  BAM-TPM MON-9AT
T BAM- 6PM SUNDAYS

have been logged Hy volunteers here.

The “"volunteer frilend" program, better
known as the "big brother" program, has,
from its inception, required carerful
screening of volunteers, who must meet
certain criteria before they quaiify to

: work on a one-to-one basis with a young
juvenile offender who has not yet be-

- e bt e
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come entangled with the courts. To be
a volunteer, one must commlt nimself to
the program for from six to nine months.
He must see a young person twice a week,
for at least four hours a week. He
must attend three tralning/orientation
sessions before being carefully matched
witnw a young friend, and attend in-
service training sessions at least once
a month. Volunteers routinely'have_their
police records checked as a pregautlgnary
measure. A volunteer must provide his
young friend with a phone number where
he can be reacned, and agree to be on
call It is difficult to measure the
success of such an effort. But ?he con-
tinuing need for such a program in this
area 18 quite obvious. At present, thgre
_ig a shortage of young women to work with
- glrls who need a "big sister".
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Now fiyr the first time outside of Goumet Restaurants

Rock Shrimp

- We Ship Anywhere in the U.S.A. -
Rear of Dog Track (Shrimp Road)
P.0. Box 868
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Dandy Man of Key West js 4
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will paint inside and ovf:

Local references furnished

call - 294 6440

petween 7:30 am — B:30pm

:A-u\ ‘e

| DNER EVERY NGHT

~ Closed Weds.
1206 SIMONTON ST

[
om0 T g R,
wrnm e e e e R ~

i o et . w2,




T ST T T R T ey
. L - . . . " ., -

1z

Death of a Pirate

by John James Audubon illustrated by Dink Bruce

13

{Many thanks are due to Kathryn Hall
Proby for her permission to use material
Ffrom her book AUDUBON IN FLORIDA. One
of the reasons for using this selection
was that it took place in the Florida
Keys. Ed.)

In the calm of a fine moonlight night,

as I was admiring the beauty of the clear
heavens, and the broad glare of light

that glanced from the trembling surface
of the waters around, the officer on watch
came up and entered into conversation with
me. He had been a turtler in other years,
and a great hunter to boot, and although
of humble birth and pretensions, energy
and talent, aided by education, had raised
him to a higher station. Such a man
could not fail to be an agreeable com-
panion, and we talked on various subjects,
principally, you may be sure, birds and
other natural productions. He told me

he once had a disagreeable adventure, when
looking out for game, in a certain cove on
the shores of the Gulf of Mexico; and, on
my expressing a desire to hear it, he
willingly related to me the following
particulars, which I give.you, not per-
haps precisely in his own words, but as
nearly so as I can remember.

"Towards evening, one qulet summer
day, I chanced to be paddling along a
sandy shore, which I thought well fitted
for my repose,. béing covered with tall
grass, and as the sun was not many degrees
above the horizon, I felt anxiocus to pitch
my musquito bar or net, and spend the
night in this wilderness. The bellowing
notes of thousands of bull-frogs in a_
neighboring swamp might lull me to rest,
and I looked upon the flocks of black-
birds that were assembling as sure com-
panions in this secluded retreat.

I proceeded up a little stream, to
insure the safety of my cance from any
sudden storm, when, as I gladly advanced,
a beautiful yawl came unexpectedly in view.
Surprised at such a sight in a part of the
country then scarcely known, I felt a
sudden check in the circulation of my
blood. My paddle dropped from my hands,
and fearfully indeed, as I picked it up,
did I look towards the unknown boat. On
reaching it, I saw 1ts sides marked with
stains of blood, and looking with anxiety
over the gunwale, I perceived to my horror,
two human bodies covered with gore. Pi-
rates or hostile Indians I was persuaded
had perpetrated the foul deed, and my
alarm naturally increased; my heart flut-
tered, stopped, and heaved with unusual
tremors, and I looked towards the setting
sun in consternation and despair. How
long my reveries lasted I cannot tell; I
can only recollect that I was roused from

them by the distant groans of one appar-
ently in mortal agony. I felt as if re-
freshed by the cold perspiration that
oozed from every pore, and I reflected that
though alone, I was well armed, and might
hope for the protection of the Almighty.

Humanity whispered to me that, if not
surprised and disabled, I might render
assistance to some sufferer, or even be
the means of saving a useful 1life. Buoyed
up by this thought, I urged my canoce on
shore, and seizing it by the bow, pulled
it at one spring high among the grass.

The groans of the unfortunate person
fell heavy on my ear, as I cocked and re-
primed my gun, and I felt determined to
shoot the first that should rise from the
grass. As I cautiously proceeded, a hand
was raised over the weeds, and waved in
the air #n the most supplicating manner.

I levelled my gun about a fooft below 1it,
when the next moment, the head and breast
of a man covered with blood were convul-
sively ralsed, and a faint hoarse voilce
asked me for mercy and help! A death-like
silence followed his fall to the ground.

I surveyed every object around with eyes

intent, and ears impressible by the
slightest sound, for my situation that
moment I thought as critical as any I
had ever been in. The croaking of the
frogs, and the last blackbirds alighting
on their roosts, were the only sounds or
sights; and I now proceeded towards the
object of my mingled alarm and commiser-
ation. -

Alas! the poor being who lay pro-
strate at my feet, was so weakened by
loss of blood, that I had nothing to fear
from him. My first impulse was to run
back to the water, and having done so, I
returned with my cap filled to the brim.
I felt at his heart, washed his face and
breast, and rubbed his temples with the
contents of a phial, which I kept about
me as an antidote for the bites of snakes.
His features, seamed by the ravages of
time, looked frightful and disgusting;
but he had been a powerful man, as the
breadth of his chest plainly shewed. He
groaned in the most appalling manner, as
his breath struggled through the mass of
blood that seemed to fill his throat.

His dress plainly diselosed his occupation:

a large pistol he had thrust into his bos-
om, a naked cutlass lay near him or the
ground, a red =ilk handkerchief was bound
over his projecting brows, and over a pair
of loose trowsers he wore fishermans
boots. He was, in .short, a pirate..

My exertions were not in vain, for

-ag I contlnuad to bhzthe his temples, he

revived, hls pulse »resumed some strength,
and T began to hope that he might perhaps
survive the deep wounds he had received.
Darkness, deep darkness, now enveloped us.
I spoke of making a fire. "Oh!
sake," he exclaimed, "don't." Knowing,
however, that under existing circumstances
it was expedient for me to do so, I left
him, went to his boat, and brought the
rudder, the benches, and the oars, which
wilth my hatchet T soon splintered. I
then struck a light, and presently stood
in the glare of a blazing fire.  The pi-
rate seemed struggling between terror and
gratitude for my assistance; he at length
became more composed. I tried to staunch
the blood that flowed from the deep gashes
in his shoulders and side. I expressed
my regret that I had no food about me, but
when I spoke of eating he sullenly waved
his head.

My situation was one of the most

extraordinary that .I have ever been placed

in. I naturally turned my talk towards
religious subjects, but, alas, the dying
man hardly believeq in the existence"of_
God. "Friend," said he, "for friend you
seem to be, I have never studied the ﬁays
of Him of whom you %alk. T am an outlaw,
perhaps you will Say a wreteh — I have
been for many ¥ears a Pirate. The in-
structions of My parents were of no avail

.to me, for I have always believed that T

was born %o be a most cruel man. I now
lie here, about to die in the weeds, be-
cause I long ag0 refused to listen to
thelr many admonitions. Do not shudder
when I tell you — these now useless hands

murdered the mother whom they had embraced.

I feel that I have deserved the pangs of

for mercy's

the wretched death that hovers over me;
and I am thankful that one of my kind will
alone wiltness my last gaspings."

A fond but feeble hope that I might
save his 1life, and perhaps assist in pro-
curing his pardon, induced me to speak to
him on the subject. "It is all in vailn,
friend - I have no objection to die - I
am glad that the villains who wounded me
were not my conquerors - I want no pardon
from ony one — Give me some water, and
let me die alone.

With the hope that I might learn from
his conversation something that might lead
to the capture of his guilty associates, I
returned from the creek with another cap-
ful of water, nearly the whole of which I
managed to introduce into his parched -
mouth, and begged him, for the sake of his

future peace, to disclose his history to me.

"Tt is impossible," said he, "there will
not be time; the beatings of my heart tell
me s0. Long before day, these sinewy
limbs will be motionless. Nay, there will

-hardly be a drop of blood in my body; and

that blood will only serve to make the
grass grow. My wounds are mortal, and T

must and will die without what you call
confession.”

The moon rose in the east. The ma-
jesty of her placid beauty impressed me
with reverence. 1 pointed towards her,
and asked the Pirate if he could not rec-
ognise God's features there. "Frievd, T
see what you are driving at," was his an-
swer, - "you,
feel the desire of murdering us all. -

Well - be it so - to die is after all noth-

ing more than a jest; and were it not for
the pain, no one, in my opinion, need care
a jot about it. But, as you really have
befriended me, I will tell you all that
is r.% .
prggging his mind might take a useful
turn, I again bathed his temples_and
washed his 1ips W spirits. His sunk
‘eyes seemed to dart rire at mine - 2
heavy and deep sigh swelled his chest and
struggled through his blood-choked throat,
and he asked me to raise him for a little.
T dig so. when he addressed me somewha?
as follows, for, as I have told you, his
speech was a mixture of Spanish, hregch
and English, forming a jargon, the like
of which I had never heard before, and
whieh I am utterly unable to imitate.
However I shall give you the substance
of his declaration.

like the rest of our enemies,

"First tell me, how many bodies you
found in the boat, and what sort of dresses
they had on." I mentioned their number,
and described their apparel.
said he, "they are the bodies of the scoun-
drels who followed me in that infernal
Yankee barge. Bold rascals they were, for
when they found the water too shallow for
their craft, they took to it and waded
after me. All my companions had been shot,
and to lighten my own boat I flung them
overboard; but as I lost time in this, the
two ruffians caught hold of my gunwale,
and struck on my head and body in such a
manner, that after I had disabled and
killed them both in the boat, I was scarce
able to move. The other villains carvrried

~ off our schooner and one of cur boats, and

perhaps ere now have hung all my companions
whom they did not kill at the time. I
have commanded my beautiful vessel many
years, captured many ships, and sent many
rascals to the devil. I always hated the
Yankees, and only regret that I have not
killed more of them. - I sailed from Ma-
tanzas. - I have often been in concert
with others. I have money without count-
ing, but it is buried where it will never -
be found, and it would be useless to tell
you of it."™ His throat filled with blood,

"That's right,"

his voice failed, the cold hand of death
was laid on his brow, feebly and hurriedly
he muttered,

"T am a dying man, farewell.”

Alas! It is painful to see death in

any shape; in this it was horrible, for
there was no hope.
throat announced the moment of dissolution,
and already did the body fall on my arms

with a weight that was insupportable. I

‘laid him on the ground.
blood poured from his mouthj; then came

The rattling of his

A mass of dark

a frightful groan, the last breathing of
that foul spirit; and what now lay at my
feet in the wild desert? - a mangled mass
of clay!

The remainder of that night was

passed in no enviable mood; but my feelings

cannot be described. At dawn I dug a hole
with the paddle of my canoe, rolled the‘
body into it, and cqvered it. On reacﬁlng
the boat I found several buzzards feeding
on the bodies. which I in vain attempted
to drag to the shore. I therefore covered
them with mud and weeds, and launching my
canoe, paddled from the ccve with a se-
cret joy for my escape, overshadowed with
the gloom of mingled dread and abhorrence.”
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Ernest Hemingway
Home and Museum

A Registered National

Historic Landmark
This 5ite Possesses Exceptional Value

In Commemorating or Hlustrating
] The History of The United § tates

OPEN DAILY 3:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.

907 WHITEHEAD STREET KEY WEST, FLA.
ADMISSION $1.00 CHILDREN 50¢
TELEPHONES: 236-5811 or 294-1575

A leisursly tour of the home and gordens of the late Nobel
Prize Winner, Ernest Hemingway. The home was built in
Spanish Colonial Style of native rock hewn from the gropnds
with furnishings, rugs, tile, chandeliers brought by the Heming-
ways from Spain, Africa and Cuba, lLuxuriant, exsotic plants
and trees ore from all over the world. It was here that Mr,
Heomingway - wrote For Whom the Ball Tolls, Green Hills of
Africa, A Forswell to Arms, The Fifth Column, The Snows of
Kilimenjoro, and The Macomber Affair. Mr. Hemingway was
the first important writer to discover and make Key West his
home. He ownsd the home from 1931 to 1961.

Covers One Acre Including Pool And Guest House
Bring Your Camera
For further information contact Bornice Dickson, %07 Whitehead St.

-Antiques

Imporied Reproductions
Lamps and Accessories

294-6267

Beef or BUII by John Hellen

The "Final Environmental Statemen?",
concerning the proposed cattle quarantine
station on Fleming Key, should be read by
all year—round residents of Key We§t:

The "Statement" is available by writing
the Department of Agriculture, or going
to the Florida Shelf at the Monroe County
Library. At the library, the presence of
only one, non-borrowable copy serves as a
symbolic keyncte to the unheralded.and
generally hushed advancement of this pro-
ject into the environs of Key West. )

This "Statement" is a well emphasized
rendition of a common theme found in many
government reports and studies: acceptu—
ate the positive, eliminate the negative.
The lack of objectivity in this report
lies not in its rational arguments as to
why Fleming Key is considered a.deglrable
location for the facility, but in 1ts
overlooking of the most important consid-
eration before recommending the present
site. This consideration, which hag ?een
quietly ignored or obscured with t£1v1a
(such as "Key West has U1 churches” or
the complete listing of elementary scpools),
is whether a majority of Key West residents
care to have this potentially dangerous
and odiferous installation less than two
miles from their nostrils. .

The conditions favorable to the pro-
posed Animal Quarantine Center are evi-
dent: air, road, and water accessibility;
a site generally out of public view; y
existing government ownership of thg site;
ete. But these very practical consider-
ations have not been weighed against pub-
lic opinion.

The "Statement" foresees certain en-
vironmental changes that would 1likely be
brought about by this facility. One fa-
vorable change, states the report, would
be the "upgrading (of the) site from (a)
solid waste disposal (area) to a func-
tional, landscaped facility". ‘anctional
for whom? The residents and visitors of
Key West, or the Department of Agriculture
and the National Breeders Association?
‘Landscaped? As was pointed out, the site
is out of view of the public; besides,
the site i1s already landscaped with in-
digenous grasses, and mimosa trees, and
Australian pines. )

The construction of this facility
would necessitate approximately 90,000
yards of fill in order to ralse the pres-
ent level of the site from two feet above
sea level to the twelve feet prescribed
by the architectural blueprint. §0,000
yards of fill at, say, 3 dollars per yard
is a $270.,000 incentive for the two or
three local contractors able to meet such

taken from local "borrow pits" is over-—
looked by the report. Dr‘gdging, suppoese-
dly, is under moratorium in our county.
Therefore should a dispensation be gilver
to a government contractor when loca}
residents are prohibited fgiT enhancing
heir own property with f111%

¢ Anothgr gavogable impact, states the
report, would be the "upgrading”of breed-
ing stock on a natlonwide basis". Capr

an island of eight square miles (3620 - P
people per sguare mile) afford to cede 1
acres of scarce land to a government
agency that regulates an industry that
has absolutely nothing to do with the
cconomic 1ife of the Keys? The Keys have
nothing to do with cows! There ar-e.is—
lands off of Texas or mainland Florida,
nearer to cow country, which could serve
the purpose of quarantine quite as well
as Flemlng Key.

Publ%c Law 91-239, as quoted by thef
report, provides for the establishmeﬁt_o
an animal import quarantine station with-
in the territory of the United States...
and...located on an island...for maximum
animal disease security". One cannot help
but feel that this law specifies an is-
land, not only to keep imported catt}e
separate from domestic, but also to in-
sure that the imports and any diseases
they may carry are kept vory separate
from populated areas. Fleming.Key, of
course, is an island. The legislative
directive that the station be on an is-
land no doubt 1s to guarantee that 1f the
facility does malfunction, quarantine
would in effect be maintalned by many
miles of open water.

Other impacts stated by the report
would be "an increase in utility de-
mand...(and) increase in air pollution".
The facility will desalt its own water,
but will draw its power from City Electriec.
City Electric has sufficient supplies to
handle the station. But could the same
electricity be used to power a bullding
of equivalent size that might provide,
say, a hundred people with non-polluting
jobs, rather than 34 menial jobs and
berthing for 500 cows?

The "Statement™ has a listing of ad-
verse environmental effects which cannct
be avoided while cperating such a Tacililty.
Such agents‘'as Chloramine, Cnlorine Gas,
Phenols, Sludges, and Odors are discussed,
and proposed safeguards against these
contaminants have been reviewed by var-
ious state and federal agencies. Many
agencies have made further recommendations
to supplement the safeguards. . ,

The "Statement" does not thoroughly

of hurricane flooding. The year round
tropical temperatures in the Keys are
- very conducive to bacterial propagation

and growth. If the facility were inun<
1» dated by floods, then harmful viruses
present in dung and bedding could be
washed into the open waters of the Gulf.
The wet well, which would contain the
drained effluent from the station floor,
would be less than 200 feet from open sea
water, and the contaminated contents of
this well would be below sea level even
during normal tide levels.

Walter Carson, the scientific advisor

to the Florida Keys Citizens Coalition,
points out that hydrodynamic pressures
could conceivably crack the walls of the
wet well when its water level is below
normal sea level. 1If the well were
- cracked, raw, toxic fluids would drain
‘into the Gulf. Mr. Carson also points
. out that a foolproof method of dispersing
minor amounts of Chlorine Gas into the
©. atmosphere has not been formulated.
© Chlorine Gas, when breathed even in
¢ small amounts, causes lung tissue dam-
v age which could precipitate a condition
of pneumonia in the breather.

Carson has also mentioned that a
process of embryo transplant is being
researched, and this advancement, much
like artificial insemination, will pre-
dominate in the cattle industry in the
near future. The report makes no mention
of this breakthrough which will make the
transporting of whole cattle between
nations obsolete.

The "Statement" is thorough in
analyzing the local economic impact of
the Cattle Station. Careful breakdown of
Key West's economic pie reveals that the
sliver known as "Federal Civilian" would
be increased from 6% to 6.3% of total
personal dincome. The report admits that
"the only long range benefits to Key West
would be 34 jobs, plus the regular pur-
~chase of maintenance supplies for the
facility.

In his column in the June "Solares
+Hil1l" Gil Ryder posed some very pertinent
‘qQuestions concerning the Cattle Station:
"Are 34 jobs...more important to the area
+than maintaining and improving our aes-
thetic values;...Will the (possible) odor
rom burning manure drive tourists away?;
...Would other, more affluent, coastal
-cities tolerate such a facility?". Gil's
‘most important question, adressed to each
.Key Wester, Conch and former mainlander
‘alike, "How willl you benefit?". Key West
ccould hardly be expected to add this
'Cattle Barn" to its list of attractions.
'&magine, "Step aboard, Ladies and Gents,
ur cruise will take us past historic

ort Taylor, The Coast Guard complex, and
ur new;, functionally landscaped Animal
Quarantine Center! Hold your noses,
‘please, and no pictures!

Fleming Key is a Navy-made island,
produced some years ago by dredging oolite
silt onto the shoal running North of Key
West. This was done well before ecological
sensitivities had been awakened in the
general population. No one protested the
Navy's plans to dredge up Fleming Key,
and from its inception the area has been
out of bounds to the public. For years
the military services have used the pro-
posed site for solid waste disposal, but,
due to cutbacks, the abPea is now surplus.
The Navy brought this island into being
(assisted by the taxpayer), but does
this give the Navy the right to loan this
property to another agency to use in a
manner that quite possible could befoul
the local environment? If the land is
obsolete to the Navy, then why couldn't
such a parcel be added to the recreational
facilities of Key West? A large bill-
board on Stecck Island warns visitors that
no ‘public overnlght facilities are avail-
able for camping. The 16 acre site pro-
posed for cattle could be better em-
rloyed by the city as an overnight hostel
Fer the substantial numbers of low irn-
come visitcors, or as & community vegetable
garden, oar =8 a park. A resurt community
cannot have too much recreazional area.
The entire Fleming Key (were it avallabie
to the city) could be made into a first
rate tourist facility and park which
likely would generate more than 34 jobs
plus provide the city regular revenue.

The "Statement" is summarized by
offering three alternatives. 1) No Action.

" But, says the report, "no action would

bring increased pressure from both Con-
gress and cattle breeders...Cattle must
presently be imported from Canada or on
a Canadian export permit by way of a
third country...These procedures are

very difficult, time consuming, and ex-
pensive". The reader is patriotically
nudged to reject "no action": indeed
something should be done to improve the
present system. Why Key West has been
called upon to relieve this international
snarl is not clear. 2) Alternate Site.
"Fleming Key is the best site mentioned
by the report! All those considered?
Boca Chica is the only other site mentioned
by the report! 3) Construction At Pres-

ent Site. "Fleming Key appears to be the
most favorable site visited... (It is)
many miles from the mainland...", but,

the report does not add, it is less than
two miles from the main land of many
thousands of people.

In the appendixes to the report
there are only a few letters from local
citizens opposed to the project. On the
contrary, many letters favoring the in-~
stallation are re-printed, and the ad-
vocates 'include Mayor McCoy, The South-
ernmost Lions Club, and Commissioner
Doyle Conner, who alludes to the inevi-
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tability of the project by realistically
stating "American people like beef™".
True, but they are much less fond of
Bull. Several letters from citizens of
Clifton, N.J. where a similar quarantine
station is located, state that the faci-
lity there causes no detectable odor.
Lying within 20 miles due west of New
York, Clifton is no stranger to odors.
Can you discern a difference between
burning dung and distilling ecrude oil,
or natural gas burnoff? The residents
of Clifton evidently can.

The lease agreement between the Navy
and the Department of Agriculture is for
25 years. It is unlikely that once the
installation is in place that it would
be removed 1f only minor nuisance resulted
from it. Like other hastily approved
projects in Monroe County, once the first
slab is poured there's no stopping it.
Twenty-five years is a long sentence, and
the penalty paid by a mute citizenry

“could be the muted groans of cattle in

the distance, with a more palpable indi-
cation of their proximity surrounding
every nose.

One minor point (perhaps only seman-
tical) is that the "Statement" often
refers to the proposed facility as an
"Animal Import Center" as well as a
"Cattle Station". Would the installation

‘later accept other animals -- sheep

(anthrax), parrots (psiticosis)?

Many questions come to mind while
thumbing through the 100 page report.
Each resident who values the clean air
of our island paradise, and is concerned
with the sensible and sane growth of
our hometown should trouble himself to
get some answers to these gquestions.
Letters of protest (or approval) should
be sent to the Department of Agriculture,
state and federal legislatures, and our
own local officials. If insufficient
protest 1s made then it should be expected
that the whims and fancies of a pragmatic
but insensitive bureaucracy will continue
to blight the Keys.

]

Those concerned citizens wishing to
register disapproval of this poorly
planned imposement, may fill out the
coupon below and mail it to Solares Hill.

[CLIP AND SEND]

SIR:

AS A CITIZEN CONCERNED WITH THE
QUALITY OF LIVING IN MY HOMETOWN, AND
AS ONE PARTICULARLY AWARE QOF THE DELI~
CATE ECOLOGICAL BALANCES IN THE KEYS;
I URGE THAT THE "CATTLE QUARANTINE
STATION", PLANNED FOR FLEMING KEY, BE
RELOCATED OUT OF THIS AREA.

THANK YOU
(Signature)

BUDGET LUXURY MOTELS

S

Rg,_y West, Fla.

3852 North Roosevelt Bid.

‘We're Getting It

All Together...
- Salad Boat

Country Breakfast.
Daily Specials

6 a.m. until

10 p.m. ‘
3852N. Roosevelt 2043742

- to build a picket type fence.
- the only reason .for granting this variance
s would be that the fence 1s up.
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:‘ignoredq but the City Ordinance requlring
o fifty. percent open space in a fence after
=, four feet of height was being ignored as
cwell.

A stop~work order was placed on the
fence by the Bulilding Department. This
order was not followed and work continued
on the fence. More outrage, more stop-

' work orders, and the threat of a law
. suit by the city against these people
accomplished nothing.

Then, in what appeared to be a par-
tial compliance with the law, holes were
drilled in the top two feet of the fence

" to make up some open space - ‘about twen-
-ty percent.

The fence was stained a dark
shade and there the matter rested. '
These people have recently filed

for a wvarilance asking the clty to allow
them to keep this fence - this fence that

. has been blatantly illegal from the be-
cginning.

Obviously ignorance of the law
is not a reason to grant this variance -

the application with the 0.I.R.C. asked
Apparently

This is not reason enough. If this
variance is passed, then in theory anyone

" ean build what he wants, ignore guldelines,

defy stop-work orders, then ask for per-

"mission to keep what is built since it

is already up. Isn't this like the famous
story of the man who murdered his mother

and Father then asked for the courts

mercy on the grounds that he was an or-
phan?

But what has happened?

Incredibly, on the first reading of
the request for a variance, the City Com-~

‘missioners (Commissioner Graham was not

‘yet participating) voted four to nothing
~to grant it!
-made to appear to be a champion of per-

What's more, the owner was

sonal rights who had vanquished a big

- Intrusive bully named O.I.R.C.

Thankfully, on the second reading of
this request for a variance, the question
was tabled until the next meeting.

There 1s no reason to grant this

" yariance.
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‘resident alike.

Perhaps given more time to think
about it, the City Commission will vote
against it when it comes up again.

To continue with fences for a moment,
a repressively ugly chalnlink fence has
recently been erected at South Beach. It
stretches across the front of the beach
and crosses the end of the street there-
by fencing in the beach and the pier.

Apparently the group of businessmen
who will be running the concession at
the beach wanted the fence to give them
protection at night from trespassers and
thieves. This sounds reasonable enough.
It is not unusual to want to protect an
investment and this group had done a lot
of work on the concession building there
- indeed, it will be very nice for the
people of Key West when this concession
is open to the publiec. '

However, the end of Duval Street for
years and years has afforded an unchain-
linked view of the ocean for visitor and
The beach and the pier
are checked at night by the police for.
trespassers and the arbitrary blocking off
of this view - along with a creepy, fenced-
in feeling ("1like a concentration camp,”
beach going regulars complain) - is
strongly against the public interest.

I feel that the major blame for this
fence rests with the city. The city is
the landlord. The beach belongs to the
people. A well-intentioned but misled
businessman might not realize how offensive
this fence would be to the people of Key
West, but the city fathers should have
known. They should have refused per-
mission tc build the fence in the first
place. .

There are other ways of protecting
this property. Put a watchman on at night,
put a guard dog inside the premises, in-
crease the police patrol of the area, etc.
It was even suggested that if the occu-
pants-are worried about their building
being burglarized, then they should fence
around the building! o

But leave the people of Key West the
open beach.

The fence should come down.

It would be intelligent and public
spirited action on the part of the City
Commission to take that fence down. Mis-
takes happen.. Let's undo this one.
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The Community FPool .....

Back in 1958 a large Community
Center and swimming pool was built in
0ld Conch town at Thomas and Catherine
streets. It was intended primarily to .
serve the needs of the Black community
who had been cut off from their tradi-
tional access to the Atlantic Ocean
beachfront by the expansion of the U.S.
Naval Station.

The swimming pool is a large above-
ground structure with a capacity for '
approximately 300 persons. As designed
it was an attractive and functional faci-
lity that served an urgent and continuing
need. Integral to the facility is a
large enclosed recreation room on the
second floor pool deck, a third floor
open-air patio area and two medium sized
first floor club rooms.

The swimming pool operated for
several years but then through a combina-
tion of mechanical design deficiencies,
inadequate maintenance, and vandalilsm,
it deteriorated until it had to be closed
for safety and health reasons. It re-
mained closed for almost ten years, al-
though the recreation and c¢lubroom faci-
lities, as well as the adjacent outdoor
basketball court, softball diamond and

OPEN -1

. Ph. 6934e 1007 & _Q;w\ i‘-

GSB/j@
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_i_{jg play areas continued to receive heavy
IS use.
:& Late in 1970 a combined group of

black and white community leaders began
a concerted effort to improve the relations
and facilities of the predominantly Black
HAFT’fHOUR Eref community. There was formed under the
auspices of the Key West City Commission,
a Human Relations Committee. Under that
committee there was appointed a subcom-
mittee called the Pool and Cultural Asso-
clation or PACA. PACA was chaired by
Willie Ward, a Black community recreation
leader and included William Huckel, Mar-
ion Stevens a local art dealer, Virginia
Irving, a teacher, and several others in-
cluding volunteers from the U.S.S. Bush-
nell, a Key West submarine tender.

Under Ward's coordination, Marion
Stevens ccnducted fund drives and bene-
fits. Bill Huckel worked with Bushnell
personnel to overhaul and repair the
pool's mechanical equipment. The City
Commission provided funds and contracted
to repair the bullding structure. The
work was difficult because the deteri-
cration of the steel tanks, valves and
piping was considerable, and because
vendalism by a few thoughtless individuals
continued even during the renovation.
Howe v1° perseverance prevailed and the
day before Labor Day 1971 the pool was
considered ready to be filled to meet a
promised opening date of Labor Day.

532 MARGARET ST. (€7 HOURS  12am- [2pm

tarsfiip

S 130 Duvalf st. *ﬁ:‘

Ke y West’s lowest prices
for mens and womens
imported fashions

€. Pigeon house Patio
=

QCut Island and traditional dishes
Native desserts—fine wines & beer
Seating indoors and on the patio
Sunday champagne brunch
lunch from 11 - dinner from 6:00

Closed Tuesday ‘

One. Plock Seuth of The Audubon Hovse,

20% Whitehead St
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Swimming instruetor with pupils

Then there arose an unauthorized
problem. The water supply fill pipe for
the entire pool was one two-inch diameter
iron pipe. As the relatively tiny stream
came squirting out into the vast 180,000

gallon pool it became apparent to everyone

that it would take days to fill the pool.
In panic Bill Huckel began seeking a
better solution. "Try the fire depart-
ment", was one suggestion - former Fire

Chief "Bum" Farto was contacted. "Could
he and would he help".
"Of course', came the answer. "I'll

tie a 1,000 gallon a minute fire engine
pumper into a fire hydrant a block away
and fill the pool in three hours", he
asserted. "I'll start at 9 a.m. Labor
Day morning and have the pool filled

by noon'".

He was as good as his word. At
nine in the morning the pumper arrived
and two large canvas hose lines were laid
from the pool to Catherine and White-
head Streets. The engine hooked up to
a .6 inch hydrant. The two hoses fed a
large pedestal mounted nozzle. In a few
minutes the engine roared and the massive
pump began to whirl. The water shot :
out in a thick stream for over a hundred
feet.
the pool 1ike a RED TIDE. The nozzle
was quickly directed around into the =
adjacent playground and the crowd:-stared-
in awe at the RUST RED spectacle.

The problem. The cast iron water
main accustomed to the nominal flow of
domestic users, was not prepared for the
enormous demand of the monster fill pump-
er. The accumulated rust scale of many
years was suddenly torn loose by the
gushing water and came spewing forth in
a crimson torrent. :
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- pink.
. leaders decided to give it a try. The
.nozzle was turned into the pool.

. turned.

- Labor Day 1971.

= epr no one could tell.
.. laughed .

A curtain of water descended into

" The filter didn't remove the rust.

‘didn't even remove the dirt.

‘filter tank leaked, the float control

i valve stuck continually causing the tank
‘to either overflow or run dry.
er wouldn't pass through the diatomaceous

oG
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The Day the Pool Ran Red

by Bill Westray

"We'11 let it run for a while...
it'll c¢lear up", the engine captain ex-
They did. After an hour, the
red stream gradually diminished to bright
pink. - An hour later, it was still pale
In desperation,. the assembled

True to the Fire Chief's predictions

the level rose rapidly but as the water
/‘deepth deepened, so did the color.

From
light pink, to bright pink to red it
By 2 p.m. the pool was brimful

"Is it safe, can we swim in it",
"Of course", sald the
PACA leaders and dived in with the kids
following.

g ; ' : Sl ;
" Watehing the pool fill up from the
diving board
"The filter system will clean out
the rust," promised Bill Westray, "it'll

“just take a little time."

So a red swim was had by all on
By evening, the whites
Whether from sun or from wat-
The young Blacks-
On them you couldn't tell!

But the Black families didn't laugh,
The next morning was washday. And the

were pink.

. loosened rust in the neighborhood water
“mains which had not reached the pool

Y suddenly poured forth from water spigots
‘and faucets for blocks around.

you see an occasional person wlth a rust
colored dress or shirt or handkerchiefl
that owes 1its hue to the wash water that

it was laundered in on the day the pool
:ran red.

The problems were only beginning.
They
The open

The wat-

CAPT.TONYS
F N 5]

THE OLDEST
ACTIVE BAR
IN FLORIDA!
ESQUIRE MAGAZINE. ..
*ONE OF THE TOP TEN GREAT
BARS IN THE NATION”

CAPT.TONY'S
SALOON

L4 ZE GREENE ST,

Even today,

earth (D.E.) filter panels, the pump
overheated from lack of enough water, the
chlorination system wouldn't chlorinate,
and the circulation system seemed to be
designed to run backwards. Bushnell
personnel worked valiantly trying to cor-
rect the problems, but basically the |
problem was poor design, the key defi-
ciency in the shutdown ten years earller.

After a week, the inevitable became
reality. The pool was shut down, the
main drain opened and the red water was
sent out to sea. But efforts continued
to solve the problems. New filter panels
were ordered, a new chlorinator was in-
stalled, the leaks were welded shut.

Once again, water flowed into the pool...
this time from the slower supply pipe...
this time clear water instead of red.

After a day enough water was ac-
cumulated to start the pump and commence
filtration. Many problems had been
solved, but not the main one of inade~
quate filtration. In spite of the large
pump. the water simply would not flow
fast encugh through the filter bags to
get clean. Health department rules
called for complete recirculation every
six hours. The system was running only
fast enough to recirculate once every
thirty hours. "I think the circulation
system is designed to run backwards", Bill
Westray declared after pondering over
the problem for several days. Once again
the pool was shut down.

This time help was sought from
newly elected Key West Mayor Charles
(Sonny) McCoy. MecCoy, an architect,
agreed to help and called upon a friend
in the swimming pocol business from Miami -
a Charles Bromley.

"Where are the blueprints?" asked
Bromley when he arrived to commence the
inspection. No one knew. Bill Westray
produced some rough sketches he had made
of the pipes, valves and pumps. Brom-
ley reviewed these and then made a
physical inspection of the entire pool.
When he finished he declared, "Your
basic problems are that the circulation
system runs backwards, and it has always
been extremely difficult to use an open
tank filter system when the filters are
located below the level of the water in
the pool."” .

"What do we do about it?" Westray
asked,

"We need to redesign the circulation
system, and replace the open tank filter
system with a closed system...probably a
cartridge system," Bromley replied.

Back to Mayor McCoy. the group went.
After lengthy discussion, arrangements
were made to secure the service of a

- professional Miami swimming pool engineer

to redesign the filter and circulation
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system. A4 "shotgun” cost estimate of
$10,000 for redesign and renovation of
the facility was suggested. The mayor
was of the opinion that some matching
funds might be secured from HUD (Hous-
ing and Urban Development) under their
Open Space or Neighborhood Facilities
grant-aid programs. It was early Spring
1972 by the time these decisions were
made.

Supervised swimming for the very young
Neanwhile an ad hoc group headed
by Capt. Louis A. Romatowski, the Com-
manding Officer of the U.S.S. Bushnell,
Mrs. Romatowski, Huckel, Westray, Ward,
Cecil Bain Jr., then County Commissioner
Billy Freeman and others, had initiated
efforts to secure a professional director
for the Community Pool and Center. They
had contacted Michael Prewitt, a con-
sultant for VISTA, on the possibility of
securing a VISTA project.-” Prewitt, an
outgoing, enthusiastic person himself,
was greatly impressed with the enthu-
siasm and sincerity of the group and
promised full cooperation. A letter of
intent was prepared and endorsed by the
Key West City Commission. Early in 1972
a young married couple, Lonnie and Susan
Mikul arrived on the scene. Their spe-
cialty was project writing. Thelr ar-
rival colincided with the decision to
proceed with the pool renovation and
seek HUD federal aid. Lonnie and Sue
were assigned the task of preparing a
grant request fTrom HUD. The effort com-
menced from scratch. Forms had to be
procured, voluminous instructions de-~
ciphered, mountains of base data reviewed
and extracted. The project was to take
many weeks, but Lonnie and Sue were equal
to the challenge and finally the paper
work was ready for submission. A grant
of $16,000 was requested under a HUD pro-
gram entitled "Open Space Land, Legacy
of Parks." We received assurance from
HUD that the project was in order and that
we could expect full funding. Nonetheless
it was nearly summer before the project
went in. The plans and bids specifications
were finally completed about the same
time and after approval by the City
Commission the project was advertised
for bids. .

The need for qualified life guards
was recognized falirly early. Various
possibilities were explored and discussed.
Finally, County Commissioner Billy Free-
man offered to propose a resolution to
the County Commission t0 pay the wages
of eight part-time guards. In June 1972
the County Commission approved a project
for the eight guards and agreed to pay
wages of $12,000 for the forthcoming
fiscal year. -

Next, it became necessary to re-
cruit capable swimmers and train them
as Red Cross certified lifesavers. Ms.
Irene Hannick, Red Cross Water Safety
Instructor, agreed to teach the class.

Six men from the immediate community
signed up. This writer was cne, along
with James Curry, Joe Johnson, Al Baty,
Claude and Louis Fisher and Herb Funnye.
Permission was secured to use a Navy
pool for the classes.

On September 11, 1972, bids were
opened for the swimming pool renovation,
and the City Commission awarded az contract
to Greene Fool Service of Miami.

Greene Pool Company turned out to
be a commendably fast-charging contractor.
Within a week their materials were on
site and work commenced with this writer
maintaining close liaison. Two large
new Harmco cartridge filters were in-
stalled. The recirculation system was
redesigned so that the pool water was
picked up from both the bottom and the
top. New return lines sent the filtered
water back into the pool through thir-
teen high velocity jets that kept the
water constantly agitated. - The expensive
gas chlorination system was factory
overhauled and reinstalled. . It worked

perfectly. Another unneeded sub-system
was adapted to make an automatiec soda
ash feeder.

At the same time the training of
the lifeguards under Irene Hannick pro~
ceeded three evenings a week. Each of
the men absorbed his training well. They
worked with one another, alternating as
victim and rescuer. In thelr .spare time,
that last month of October 1972, the
new guards along with Bill Huckel and a
few other volunteers, scrubbed the en-
tire pool basin with acid, and then re-
painted 1t completely, a task that con-
sumed nearly fifty gallons of special
pool paint.

Ty

s
'///leli d

to be continued

T

i
|
-

2
&

Sun Lion

The Qasis

Islond Snex & Treats

Key West Taco Co.

Delicious David

island lces

Starship Enterprises

From the Earth and Sea
" The Heart Specialist

The Added Touch

Sponish Info

New Hope Leather Co.

Robert Goffstein, Att'y

[ '

208 Buvul Street

o

|

‘

R

R

. Would automatically make the garbage fee

; » 4 . .

. | Maloney Ave. & 4th Ave. ACROSS FROM BOYD'S

i

21

COMMON SENSE

B &IL RYDER

It's too bad that every voter in
Monroe County was not in Courtroom "B"
on the evening of July 13th. A very im-

in unincorporated areas.

Representatives of various citizens
organizations spoke knowledgeably and el-
oquently on this subject. One County
Commissioner was very knowledgeable -~ he
had obviously done his homework as well
as the citizen groups representatives.

A second County Commissioner spoke du-
biously on these matters. Three of the
County Commissioners didn't seem to
really understand the subjects very well
at all. The knowledgeable Commissioner
stated to the others that he expected

the vote to be 4 to 1 against County fee
collecting, because he had seen the other
Commissioners with their arms around the
garbage contractors all day (he received
a good round of applause on this from

the crowded courtroom). It's hard to
understand why the contractors oppose
County fee collection, since it is obvious
that they stand to get another 3,000 cus-
tomers when the County collects the fees.

One of them stated that he feared
eople would lose their homes 1f the
ounty collected the garbage bills from
roperty owners, because a $500 fine
ould be Imposed for non-compliance
nd if the fine went unpaid, could be
laced as a lien against the property.

There is some basls for this fear,
ut not very much. It is an extremely
ifficult matter to deprive an owner-
ccupant of his home. The laws are gen-
rally very protective of the home owner
and as long as he is willling to make an
E@ttempt to pay or work out a compromise,
he is not at all 1ikely to be thrown out
iln the snow. In order to give even great-
jer protection to the home owner, a clause
onuld be inserted specifying that the
igarbage collection lien would be applied
jagainst the property without the right
to foreclose - further specifying, would
have an annual added interest charge, and
that the entire unpaid amount (lien and
fccused interest) must be collected by

ithe County when the property changes

ands.

Generally, a lien is not a first
ortgage to be foreclosed, and we could
'seriously doubt that an ordinance written
for the purpose of having the County ‘
collect garbage fees along with taxes,

i0f the property - not on unpaid garbage
bills., Any other interpretation would

iprobably make one whale of a court fight

1I' anyone cared to pursue it.
. However, a lien against property

§0r garbage bills or anything else makes

ifor a cloudy title and must be cleaned

U

Defore any sensible buyer would complete

portant subject came up; Garbage Collection

the purchase of the property. Property
owners in general do not want liens
against the property, and most would
surely prefer paving the modest fee of
approximately $60 a year to have refuse .
removed rather than face the possibility
of having the lien. Our citlzens must
soon realize that with today's gasoline
prices, hauling your own garbage out of
odor range is not really a practical
money saving do-it-yourself project even
though 3,000 residents of the County are
now doing it.

Another County Commissioner was
against the County collecting garbage !
fees on the grounds that no one can
legislate morals or matters of principle.
We've all been hearing that phrase, or
one very like 1t ever since the passage
of the Volstead Act, many long years
ago. Repetition of a phrase does not
necessarily make it factual. Actually,
the thought, no matter how it is phrased
is fallacious. - There is really nothing
else to legislate except morality.

In the U.S.A. there are well over
32 million laws, ordinances, regulations,
etc., all dealing with moral issues.
Basically, they almost all boil down to,
"You shall not harm your neighbor, or
fellow citizen, or the stranger within
the gates".

Of course, some of the laws, ordi-
nances, ete., were written specifically
to exempt special persons, or classes
of persons, from the need to obey the
laws, etec., controlling the activities
of others.

It is possible to harm your neighbor,
fellow citizen, or stranger within the
gates by simply ignoring a traffic regu-
lation and thus cause an accident, or by
ignoring the building code and thus dam-
age the well being of a neighbor, or, by
simply dumping refuse illegally, creating
not only an eyesore, but a health hazard
and a business hazard by driving away
the "stranger within the gates" (tourist).

Certainly 1t is the duty of the
County Commissioners to promote the health,
safety and welfare of all the County
residents and visitors to the area.

Deploring the unsightly mess on
the highways and byways of the Keys, and
sympathizing with those too poor to be
sanitary, does not make the unsightly
mess go away. Common sense tells us that
something must be done to clean up the
mess and keep it cleaned up.

The cost of proper sanitation must
be borne by all of us. It is an extreme
injustice to have one group of citigens
paying for garbage and trash removal and
another group exempted from this economic
burden - and adding insult to injury by
scattering refuse over the countrysidel
It costs money to keep clean. We must
pay for soap and we must just as obviously
pay for garbage and trash removal - and

we must all pay our share.

The unfortunate people who simply
do not have the money to pay for garbage
removal must be in dire straits indeed

and must be helped. Twentieth Century
America can no more allow filth than it
can allow hunger, and the machinery exists
(welfare under various aliases) to help
the poverty sticken. ‘

All of our County Commissioners must
be aware of the conditions, and they shoul
be equally aware that they cannot allow
the conditions to be self-perpetuating
and ever growing.

It is up to the Commissioners to
decide whether the Florida Keys are to
be a tropical paradise or a tropical slum
- why do they find this such a hard deci-
sion to make?

e e e e {
con't from page U

They plan this fall to use, with the
permission of the private owners, the old
aquarium that was once city-owned. It is
presently undergoing refurbishing so they
will be able to take classes of pre-school
and younger school children through.

"We're trying to educate them and in-
form them, in as interesting a way possiblc
to the urgent need to save and preserve
our oceans for the future -- that's what
we're all about," Clemons noted.

They work closely on the preparation
of 15-minute lectures for the children
with Clemons doing the scripts for about
50 slides. One of the lectures will
concentrate on the living coral barrier
reef that stretches the length of the
Keys in the Florida Straits, one 2f the
natural wonders of the world. The reef,
and its thousands of speciles of underwater
life, form the protective wall against
enormous storm waves that could totally
flood the low-lying islands in the Keys.

What are they loocking for in the
future?

The Nautilus Underwater Research
group (they can be reached at 294~5348)
would like to get a handle on a vessel
they can use for their research chores;
they'd like to connect with a grant from
one of the many national foundations to
expand and continue their work (the bank
balance seems always too near the zero
mark); they'd like to form a collection
of study and research materials for a 1li-
brary -- and most of all they'd like some
M"wllling volunteer helpers with a real
interest in preservation and education.”

One point they make:

Donations to their organization are
tax deductible. )

So get out there and support your
local ocean savers!

s
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INTRODUCTION

I often wander far away

To
To
To
To
Lo To
N Fo
; . To

Amsterdam and Calatis,

Saharra deserts barren of life
Ulster streets full of strife,
Lapland's snowy tundra expanse

the Riviera of southern France,
Tahiti where the trade winds blow
the Black Forest where rivers flow.

Yes, I've been almost everywhere.

I've seen it all, but I declare,
The place that I love the best

Is

Those that travel.throughoﬁt the world;
That train, trolley, tram and trudge tri-

my backyard in Key West.

rzr

umphantly

poema ‘are taken from Key West

ffrom AAN to ZZZ by Len Marowits

Imaginel!

Key

From town to town itrying to tame time,
Test their tolerancé toward tremendous
trials. . o
However, tenuous itra
ages to elude them, .
" The trick is to touch
Key KHest. :

I Iz

oy -

py sight .

© Into the idyllie, impassioned island of
) .

B

West

ﬁqyility always man-

I interrogated every individual
That I invited to imbibe with me
And, interestingly, while their inclina-
tion toward intrigue
Indicated an irre
imagination;

Inexrplicably, none had any intuitive in-

pressibiy investigative

NELL by Ray Daniels

I give you fair golden maid the keys to all the
rooms in my castle, and you shall have .
all the horses in my stables, and all the grain
in my storehouses, so you may eat cake

every day.

and you will never worry or care;

And yet, perhaps I will give you the key to
one room in my castle, and you shall have
one horse of your own to ride, and a room
of grain, and you may eat cake twice a week.
and you will never worry or care;

But, perhaps I will give you a bed to share with
me in my room and you shall ride my horse once

in a while, and have a few handfuls of grain, and
once in a while you may eat cake.

and you will never worry or care;

85till, perhaps I will 1lie with you on a mattress
in a room, and you shall walk by my side,

and you will have a few crumbs, and never

eat cake, ‘ '

and I will embrace your spirit.

and you will never worry or care.

tClouds ! by Che

Clouds roll by -
slowly
tumbling, one over another,
erumbling and reereating
their airbbrne kingdoms,
inspiring questions,
whieh are answered

as a bird glides by.
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poetry

WHERE?
by Suellen
There's always wine,
always song,
But Lord, where's the Zlove?
The wine flows
The musiec rings
But Lord, the love itAhides.,
The wine's three bucks a bottle
Songs three for a quarter,
But Lord, the price of love qin't marked.
The wine's smooth ‘
Thevmusic gay .
But Lor&Q the love, the iove's nowheré;

To Key West for wine

To sunset for music

But Lord, where for Love? Where for love?

Wine and éong don't fill the empty,
Lord they just can't fill the empty.
For the depths of this emptiness are too great

wine or any song to fill.
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Tropical Shell and Gift
Foudly Announces
That the |
MUNICIPAL AQUARIUM
as Reopen
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in Geautiful Guild Hall, 614 Duval Street
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