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THE END OF THE COFFEE MILIL, ERA IN KEY WEST
by

Gabriel Gutierrez
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Mr, &atimzwndmaafthelmtmﬂ’mmmmmqin
Keyihat.h\amuﬂmmmco!funﬂl. The coffee was packed in
bmbmwiﬂaalabalmwingmmofstrmgﬂm.

Mr, &ﬂmh?ﬂmoldmdmtokeymt\ﬁmhem
lownuofmandhmbemhauoverair;ee;hewubmin?rm.

”Istmtudinﬁmooffumiummrmam:tlﬁm.old. Sam
Ketdmomadﬂxecoffuminﬁmt,tmnheaoldittoﬁummsmw's
brother-in=law, After Howard's death, a fellow who T worked closely with
inﬂnlﬂllnaﬂwlfdacidedtobuyimmdcmtmubemﬁnnole
cwner,

"n\emﬁngaxiblmdjngofﬁ;eooffm is a very delicate process.
Mtimmtmﬁmmmwtmsofblm. We'd gat ik, in sacks of
130 and 135 Ibs, from various sources and then we'd have to process it into
the various blends, We used to have a roller that we'd use on Brazilian coffee,
Puerto Rica coffee, African coffee, Cuban coffee, ete,; with each one, we'd
hmtomuaintouvu'albm.

"I remember when we'd deliver the coffee with a horse and wagon; we'd
deliver to the restawants, hospital, grocery stores. The Cuban coffee is
different from the American because it's mich darker; it's that way because
of the lm!mtﬁlg—ﬁmt'sﬁmwthe&xbm like it so we had to do it
that way. DBut before it's reasted, it's basically the same as coffea from
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other countries,

"He'd roast the ooffee with charcoal; after other methods came about,
we continued with the charcoal because pacple seemed to like it that way, T
think it tactes better anyway. Our coffee was bagred in a white bag and
brosn bag. The white bag represented a better hlend of coffee and was more
expensive; it was labeled with a AA grade; the bhrowm bage-A grade, e used
to sell about 2000 lbe, a week,
the

"There were times in ny experience with
sell coffes for 20¢ a pound., Right now, you have to pay 80¢ a peund
green coffes-=before it's roasted--so this
wWEY Up.

"Our relations with Castro has affected the coffee industry in
ways. It brought many Cubane into Miad who started up there in the coffee
business and this 4fd affect my business here, But, the tremsportation dem
here and other problems of this coumtry affeated me more, so that's vhy T
decided to give it up, -

*The Cubans spell their coffee, C AF 1, A Cubsn word for each
letter carvies a meaning in the order of drinking it.™

ca\iante for
A.Mrgn.. Wat
r.uentas., swong
F.Saea0,... Little bit,

Interview was mwmm@b‘ft
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