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¥ra, Jeff night (Sylvia)

"I'm vary happy to talk about the Convent., I think it's a subiect
that anyona who has attended the Copvent, or anyone who just happens to he
passing by, is certainly very interested as it certainly is a beauriful
subject and an intricate part of our Tsland City.

"My family emrolled ma when T was about 3% years ¢)d in kinder-
garten, YNovmally, they didn't take bove or girls that young bhut my
grandfather had been a very good friand to Sister lois Gabriel and he
asked if an exception could bda made (vhich was made)i consequently, T
spent my life from age 3% to 18 on the convent grounds, 7T was not a
boaxddar but did spend Saturdays thera at tisms,

"In ¥indergarden, I was taught by Sister Mary Lamana vhom T'm sure
mmmmanm I'm not sure vhers she is now but she mumt
be up in years; she taught pany, rany boys and girls, who have dene well in
their commmities and belleve much of this is due to the famdation she ine
stilled in these children,

"I started at Mary Tmmaculate in 12813 the only part of the coeduca-
tional program was the Xindevgartan. ‘“hen the boys would enter grade achool
thay would go to St, Joseph's., It was different in that the wniforms were
so different. Fven as tiny littla things, wa wore pleatad hlue serge skivrts,
white middy blouses with long sleeves, ties, and vhite : . e conw
tinued to wmar stockinga until srade § and then they relawed thic a 1ittle
bit to bobby sccke; they also relaxed the serge to something like a sharkakin
becmise, as you imow, the weathar {2 not very conduciva to serge,
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into stodkinga; the uniform had to be strictly adhered toe--there could he
no deviation, Everyome wore exactly the same thing, made in exactly the
game maner, There was a seamstress to do this and she had quite a busi-
ness just meking The =iddy blouse was quite intricste. T+ had
2 very wide band wi on elther uide; it took quite a bit of doing,

Of course, the firat thing we did the first day of school was to kneel Acwn
to see if the skirt was long encugh as it had to touch the floor., That's
been changed quite a bit also,

"The Convent girls were very distinetive and were well known aroamnd
town as such, So many people stated they could always tell a "oconvent
girl" by her behavior., Thiz wes something that was instilled in us=-we were
taught that vhen we were avay from the oomvent, we should always act acoords-
ingly se that the convent ataff as well as the parents conld de proud of ua,

"I foel that the aducation that ry fanily afforded me at that school
could not have besn replaced anywhere else. It was more like a finishing
achools it was ao cute the way they served uzs Lunches. Ve used +o have a
little recess at 10130 in the moming: that's vhen the mms would sell cookies
and small bottles of milk after w»ich there would be a period of play, Then,

vhere the mmns weuld sell soup, ssadviches, and
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discipline was very strictly adhered to. Table manners were watched very
closely=-30 you got it in the classroom as well as lunchtime, 5

"Mhe Convent was not only like a finishing school but rated very high
scholastically.”

Mra, Mary Malone injected a cormment here regarding two sisters of

Mrs, larranaga (interviewed on this program) who had entered the Order Feordha
attending the Convent of Mayy Immaculate, were sent to Forffa tﬁlml%‘m
entered as Sophomores because of their exoellent afucational background,

Mm. Here again, they were given another gtep in the direction of beins

relaxed with the public and glving them o : ¢
e ﬁn sxilorg &Mu*\\& ussS Mav ha
"There wes a little hridge bullf\to go over to St Cecilia®s Mall which

was the music rooms in ocsse of inclement s 1t wam a covered area, This
Hall was built during the time that the /.iscevessscsciiore being taken care of
by the Sisters, and baliewe it was a convalescont home for a time; but St. Theresa's

%
]
5

am 's Hall were bullt about the same time, Put, 9¢, Cecilla's
Hall was the rusiec room and divided into 1ittla practice roors, T rermerber now

off my favorite soups, Ye didn't have a great variety, hut what they had was so
mw.
"My grandfather became acquainted with Sr, Mlouis shertly after ghe
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the construction business and she sort of dependad upon
would go wrong at the convent, Bless her heart, it
that would become termite eaten, she'd find a way to
she would call Jimmy Wells, or my fathm, Charles Baker,

repair the pumps, regardless of the henmr, Sister louis
wonderful person and an part of the cormumity, and it wae
8 love of her that the/Grotto was duilt,

ntegral

"The Grotto is on the groumds of the Convent and this was built to ocur
Lady of Lourdess this wes Sister Louis’s drear and prayed that this could be
done after she had experienced the 1910 hurricmne., %he had heard frem old timers
previcus storms and the destruction that had corm adbart in those times,
sha felt that if a Grotto could be dullt, the Island would ba protected frem
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future storms, So, in commemovation of her 25th Amiversary of taking her vews,
different rel people around Xey Wast pald for the construction of
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fned, The rocks were gathered from various grounds
part of the convent, Since that time, we haven't

'ﬁummﬁmtymdm'tmsm mﬂing'thm.
at and sincerely hepe that it will never be destroved.
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Paople take flowers there almoat daily and say their rosary, Those peopls have
great faith, :

"Sister Louils cwme hare, I believe, in 18968, %She was here at the time
of the yellow fever prde; she taught aoct, musie, and other classes; later
ang she was the administ of the Convent, Tt was Sigter louis that you
would go to with vour little tuition book, pay your monthly tuition, snd mark
it in her book and your beook, T've had my tuition book all these years but
it seers just recently it has gotten avay from me, T'm sormy to say. That was
really cne of the things I wanted to hold an to. .
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"Another nun vho was widely known in the comamity m?éh-. Mary T1izabe¥h,
She was an excellent rusic teacher, I think she taught Miss Jermie Vecker her
msic, as well as many others in towun, Sr. Tstelle Marie who {5 here nowy she
and Sr. Jalian were both mumic teachars; ancther was Sy, Catherine--everyone on
the Island knew her. “he spent W9 years in ¥ay Westi Sr. Touis wan here 51 years,

"In the early days, Sr. Caroline had the museum here but it wes taken
ovar by a younger mun and ean't remerber who she wae, The museurm was deatroyed
ard balieve some of the lurber iz at the Martells Towers, placed there by the
historical sociaty. As a child, T didn't pay too much attention to the museun,

I'm scrry to say., Apparently, it wan quim a place,

Mrg, Malone injected some of her memories of the mmeum by saying
it was, indeed, a curiceity shop. Tt was one of her daughter's favorite
visiting places when they came to Yey West., Thers was a chapel adiacent to
the parlor--a lovely serene room,

"I'm sure there will never be another edifice like that, Tt was
written up aa one of Florida's west beautiful buildings, Ue did send a
group from the restoeration cormittee to the Sister Superior to see if anyw
thing could be done In the direotion of saving it. The late fem, John Spettswood
was cooperating with us along with many other interested people but the muns
just thought the cost of yesteration was too high, It might have been that they
saybe could have left the building and made a more modern facility out of it
but to maintain acoreditment, a more modern facility was required at that time,

"I remerbor the steps going up to the Chapel were 30 beautiful and as
far back as T can remanber, each class looked forward te using these steps at
graduntion, T was praduated In 1984, and our class was the last one to use
these steps, After that, I believe they went to the Church for the next gradu-
ation and used it until the auditorium was duilt, in the 50's, Relieve this was
built by the Toppincs--great benefactars of Yey Vest.

"The 01d Chapal was prebably the most peaceful place that I've ever been
in sy entire lifetime, As a growing girl, vhen I folt troubled sbout anything,
I'd always go to the Chapel. And, it wasn't extraordinary to see any mumber of
girls during their recens period go there to say a prayery or if they were appre-
hensive about an upeoming examination, they would be fomd there,

*I am a convert, joining the Church sbout 7 years after graduating from
high school., Tt seamed there were as meny Proteatant girls attending the Convent
as there were Catholiec girls; there werwe also many Jewish girle there, T must
say that religion was never imposed upon you while attending the Comvent, ¥%hile
the Catholic girls were having their Catechism class, the Protestant rirls would
g0 to St. Cecilia's Yall to practice their mmie. My conversion te Catholiciem

The colleetion hag been ﬁ.re& end Lt i{g Plavned to
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on the fact that T spent a good part of my 1ife In
before T was married and oy wedding took

I took my

had, I'm sure, no
place at St, Mary's,

the Convent.
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"he nuns certainly had a definite effect on ny life, T camnot thank
encugh for glving me the rare opportunities I had in Comvent 1ife

ety parents

of Maxy Iwmaculate, *
This interview was conducted by Mrs, Malone

at the Convent
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