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PROGRESS AT
1 AIRPORT

By Lee Irby

really Norman Mailer in drag—or some-

body once said that the essential search of
American literature was for identity. It can be
argued that our lovely island of Key West is also
undergoing a similar identity crisis. From
Fantasy Fest to Duval Street to Houseboat Row
onecan feel the paroxysms of conflict as the pow-
ers that be decide exactly what Key West is—and
isn't.

The latest installment is taking place over the
Key West International Airport. In the offing are
major renovations, a complete overhaul of archi-
tecture, style, and image. Some say that these
changes are long overdue and much needed.
Others bemoan the loss of yet another old island
icon to the bloodless march of progress.

“The current airport is more than adequate,”
claims Jim McLernan of Last Stand. “Out of town
visitors like the small town feeling. We don’t need
anew one.”

“We’re talking about a 35 year—old building,”
counters Peter Horton, who heads up Monroe -
County’s Community Services department, “The

- air conditioning stopped 20 years ago, It’s anti-
quated.”

. The airport battle illustrates clearly how a
notion of place becomes surreal as groups com-
pete to win doctrinal wars of self-definition.
Modernizing robs a place of its past; failure to
modernize robs the coffers of cash. Reality is a
preference of ong or the other,

Imagine you sell institutional hot dogs by the
gross in Lima, Ohio, where it’s 25 degrees and you
can’t find the windshield scraper. You save and
then take the family for a vacation in fabled Key
West. The plane lands safely and your fears of a
fiery death give way to glad tidings of paradise.’
You disembark.

In old Key West, you deplane in front of a
funky building that has no air conditioning or
conveyor belt system, that has the smell of the
sea blowing through it as butterflies fly in and out

N orman Mailer—or Camille Paglia, who's

Sou hern
Ambrosia

By Peter Justin

telling people that Key West was

becoming a “made for television” ver-
sion of itself - safe, tidy, simple, cute and
predictable where it once was on edge,
weathered, wired, tough and open all night.

Now, as if to verify the transition, Key

West has become a television show com-
plete with wildly inappropriats story lines
written by people who've never been here
for characters who couldn’t be more unlike-
ly. As if this town's short on stories or char-
acters! What about the Bubba Trial, Bum’s
car, the Chicken Delight Buckets, Boca
Chica Time, the ex-mayor’s baker’s dozen,
the other ex-mayor's four wheel lap dance,
The Boat, The Big Fleet, The Monster, the

F or the past ten years.or so, I've been

of the doors. There's-a dirt-swept parking lot
that doesn’t cost anything—can you believe it,
Doris; you park free in Key West—they said this
place was different, = *

You really have escaped America. You really
have gone scmewhere different, somewhere exot-
ic. This is not Lima or Topeka or Raleigh-Durham
and the airport tells you so immediately. You've
made it to the tropics.

Innew Key West, you deplane in front of a

sparkling 48,000 square-foot building that, once -

you enter, becomes Anyplace, antiseptic and life-
proof, effecient and anonymous, complete with
baking-hot black asphalt parking lot with atten-
dant-in-booth waiting to take your money, just
like in Lima.

(1 Contmued on page 14)

But the new Key West airport’s air condition-
ing will also prevent the computers from jamming
up, as they do now when it gets too hot. One
Comair emplayee is very glad that the terminal is
getting fixed up. “You can’t stand it in there in the
summer,” she said. “It’s too hot.” )

The city has no say in the new terminal reno-
vations—the airport belongs to the county.
Horton is the county official in chiarge of getting
the project done. The seeds, however, were plant-
ed in 1984, when Key West was open for business.

- Amajor upscale destination needs a major
upseale airport. One problem—the county didn’t
have the cash to pay for a new airport intil the
infrastructure sales tax passed in 1989. With

(Continued on page 10)
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ell. Here I am sitting in the editor’s chair
s ;V of Solares Hill. Yes. It is a seat I have cov-
eted since coming to town 16 years ago.

1 was in town to do some fishing, and while
checking into a N. Roosevelt motel I pickedupa
Solares Hill in the lobby, took it to my room, and,
being an unreconstructed newspaper junkie, read
it from cover to cover. I was so impressed by its
freshness, its boldness and its pluck that I imme-
diately called editor Bill Huckel to tell him of my
admiration, He came out to chat about newspa-,
pers - my favorite subject - and it began a long,
loose friendship.

The first thing I did when I came to town was
read Solares Hill and the first person I met was
Bill Huckel.

Any great town must havea great newspaper;
anewspaper as cheerleader, as civic booster, as
watch dog, as devil's advoeate, and, most erucial-
ly, as the agent for stimulating informed debate -
on matters of public policy.

To do this properly, a newspaper must be thor-
oughly rooted in its community and it must be
relevant to the life of that community and to its
people. This rooting keeps the paper abreast of, or
better yet, ahead of the issues, and it can often
save it from dunderheaded mistakes.

It is through rousing debate that we can best
define and protect the best interests of Key West,
and that means the business interests as well,

editor’s note !

because we're a business, too.

Solares Hill is here to make a profit, and we,
like, every other business, want to protect our
investment and our future.

The only way we know to do that is to protect
those things which allow us all tolive and prosper
here: the special nature of our town and the
startlingly beautiful and seemingly endless boun-
ty nature has gentled in to our environs. That's
the meal ticket. Thats the product we have to
gell. That's the present and the future. And that's
what we have to protect.

You've got to give the people what they want,
and every exit poll by ever state or local tourist

agency shows that people want the real thing. Not

the erzatz.

1t is much more important for this town to be;

rather than to seem. The world is full of faux

vacation experiences, but that's not what the peo-

ple we would like to come here want.,
Experiencing the real Key West — and that

includes its waters —is the marketing strategy

that has legs.

Give us the real thing, notsome tarted-up, ill- 2
kempt, banal version of what we really are.

Protecting our investment by protecting our .
town and environment is where we'll get our
issues. From Duval Street to the reef, and any-
thing that affects them, is our baliwick. Tocsins
are scunding everywhere, so our issues agenda

Billie's Late Night Happy Hours
11pm. -2 am.

N SETSIN
“5\) ‘ O[D

bar and restaurant

Native Seafood & Exotic Tropical Drinks

Dollar Draft / Well Drinks $2
Lunch from 11 a.m. ® Dinner 'til Midnight
Bars open 'til 4 am.
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is full.

As the very brightest of you out there will have
noticed, we redesigned the newspaper. We want-
ed a design that reflects our seriousness of pur-
pose and lack of formality, that says thisis a
responsible journal, but not relentlessly responsi-
ble. Design is the skin of the newspaper, absolute-
ly essential because it holds together, and gives
coherence to, the blood and the bone and the gris-
tle that are the contents, It is here where ill-tem-
pered, myopic editors live and thrash about.

We are sure we will have vigorous disagree-
ments with some of our friends from time to time,
but we won't think them fools or charlatans
because of it, We understand that people inter-
pret identical material differently; that's why we
have open debate, not why we make enemies,

We also know the town'has its full quota of
fools and charlatans, and those we hope toexpose
and afflict, We want to get in the bad guys way.
We want to pop up in front of them one time and
bite ‘em in the butt the next. We'll try tocast a
lasting shadow over them.

So, that's the mission, We want to seek and say
the truth. We want to be an important newspa-
per; important to the town, important to our read-
ers and important to our advertisers.

And, of course, we want to overthrow the
government.

—-David Ethridge
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following an order by federal Judge Clyde

Atkins, ruled on November 20, 1992 that
applying the current Key West curfew ordinance
to deprive Cary Lowe, whose home is on the
streets of Key West, of'a place to be at night was
as unconstitutional on Rest Beach in Key West
agitisina park in Miami. Judge Vernon chal-
lenges the enforceability of ordinances which are
presently the only tools available to the City of
Key West to control the homeless population.

The beach curfew ordinance reads as follows:

“All public beaches shall be closed during the

3 Monroe County Judge Susan Vernon,

hours of 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. No person shall ‘

enter or remain upon any public beach during
said hours. This provision shall have no applica-
tion to boat ramps.”

The State Attorney’s office has appealed Judge
Vernon’s order and has advised the City to con-
tinue to arrest homeless offenders of the beach
curfew until the appeal has been decided. State
Attorney Kurt Zuelch believes that the cireum-
stances of the arrest resulting in Judge Vernon's
case are not consistent with the circumstances in
Judge Atkins’ case.

The homeless class action against the City of
Miami was filed in December of 1988 and alleged
that the City of Miami has a policy of arresting,

harassing and otherwise interfering with home-
less people for engaging in essential, life-sustain-
ing activities of daily life such as sleeping, stand-
ing, sitting and eating in the public places where
they are forced to live. Judge Atkins’ order finds
that criminalizing innocent acts by persons who
lack an alternative is unconstitutional and the
City of Miami has been ordered to establish two
“safe zones” on public property where homeless
people can remain without being arrested for
sleeping or eating. In choosing these zones, con-
sideration must be given to the proximity of feed-
ing programs, health clinics and other services.
Judge Vernon specifies in her order that

solares hill

“Nothing in this ruling should be construed as a
mandate to the City to provide a residence for
homeless persons. On the other hand, had alter-
native shelter (or at least a place to sleep without
harassment) been available to the Defendant,
the need for this ruling would not have arisen.”

Key West has a population of at least 100, and
possibly as many as 400 vesidents who have no
designated place within the city where they may
stay the night without violating a law. Most of
them spend their days, and nights, seeking food,
a place to rest, hiding from the authorities and
otherwise keeping a low profile, Society is not
particularly kind to them nor are many of them
particularly lovable.

These people, whose address is usnally shown .

as “the streets of Key West”, account for 15 to 20
percent of the first appearances before our judges
— this means that an average of 3 people are
arrested each day, booked, jailed, brought before
a judge, and a public defender appointed.
Theresa Westerfield, of Pretrial Services, esti-
mates a very conservative cost to Monroe County
taxpayers for each offender who is picked upon a
warrant for failure to appear at $152.60, and
$112.60 for anyone arrested for a second degree
misdemeanor, such as violation of the curfew
ardinance or the open container ordinance.
These figures include only one day in the county
jail. When the homeless come before the judge,
many have already spent a day or two in jail,
which the prosecuting attorney will agree is suf-
ficient for their “crime”.

During 28 days, between November 11 and

December 12, 76 people were processed through

the criminal justice system for this type charge;
at an average cost of $140 per case, Monroe
County taxpayers spent $10,640 for the month,
or about $25,000 annually. These are only the
simple cases; it is not unusual for these charges
to snowball into more expensive adventures in
the court system. The cost of cases such as H.
(see sidebar) is in addition to the $10,640 figure.

As City Manager Felix Cooper points out, the
City of Key West does not have the resources to
provide a shelter and other services for the home-
less. Right now very little from the City’s
strained budget is spent on the homeless; the
cost of putting homeless misdemeanor offenders
in jail is borne by the county and not the city,
though the majority of the offenses are violations
of city ordinances, enforced by city police officers
within the city limits.

There are several problems with using
Monroe County jail as a homeless shelterorasa
“deterrent” to the accumulation of homeless peo-
ple in Key West. For some time, Monroe County
has been under a federal mandate to limit its jail
population. On 16 days last November, the jail
“capped out” at its limit of 197 inmates and the
least serious offenders were put back on the
street. A day or two in the county jail doesn’t par-
ticularly deter the homeless: it's a meal, a bath, a
place to sleep; sending them to jail is an expen-
sive exercise which is not addressing the prob-
lem.

The promotion of Key West as a beautiful
warm place to come in the winter months lures
more than the well-heeled tourists - every year
we have people come to Key West to live and

JUDGE ATKINS’
ORDER

Judge Atkins' order states: In sum,
class members rarely choose to be
homeless; They become homeless due
to a variety of factors that are beyond
their control, In addition, plaintiffs do
not have the choice, much less the lux-
ury, of being in the privacy of their own
homes. Because of the unavailability
of low-income housing or alternative
shelter, plaintiffs have nochoice but to
conduct involuntary, life-sustaining
activities in public places. The harm-
less conduct for which they are arrest-
ed is inseparable from their involun-
tary condition of being homeless.
Consequently, arresting homeless peo-
ple for harmless acts they are forced to

‘perform in public effectively punishes

them for being homeless. Their effect
is no different from the vagrancy ordi-
nances which courts struck because
they punish “innocent victims of mis-
fortune” and made a crime of being
“unemployed, without funds, and in a
public place.” ... that arresting the
homeless for harmless, involuntary,
life-sustaining acts such as sleeping,
sitting or eating in public is cruel and
unusual.’

s‘ Audio Video International
Key West, Inc.

Thomas A. Guenther, President and Owner
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Mutual funds
can be
puzzling . . .

Let us help you put the pieces together! -

With more than 46 million mutual fund accounts |
currently open, and better than 2,300 different funds
in the U.S., it can be difficult to fearn all there is to
know about mutual fund investing, We can help by
offering free copies of timely mutual lund reports
designed to:

Wir sprechen Deutsch, Parliamo Italiano
1436 Kennedy Dr. (Luani Plaza) + Key West ¢ Phone 305-294-4018

910 DUVAL ST. - PARADISE » OPEN 7 DAYS 11 AM-6 PM + 294-6660

Chinese Art...Antique and Decorator Porcelains,
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AT A TIME!

@ Share what the portfolio managers have te say about their funds.

1 jt) Let us help you put the mutual fund puzzle together! Forafree copy of the latest
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Tooth Whitening / Porcelain Veneers

Natural Color Restorations

q T &
Dr. Mel H. Eaton Jpp——— =y 205 zlf’t,)q\\csl [‘(I{O?)Eé?;oﬂm
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Dr. Michael S. Gordon Concerned about you and vour financial well-being,

. *For more complete information, including all fees and charges, a prospectus witl be
Dr. Jacqueline Moya inchuded with your report. Please read it carefully before. fnvesting or sending money.

3706-H N. Roosevelt Blvd.

JSLAND DENTAL
ASSOCIATES

1721 Flagler Ave. 294-6696

10 to 5 Monday thru Saturday

October thru May LAST FIJIGHT OUT

333 Simonton Street (Off Corner of Eaton & Simonton) ! HANDSCREENED DESI
204.2136 710 DUVAL » * (305) 294 BOOBGNS
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e Perm & Cut $30.00 work, only to find that the pay scale of most L O OP
o Haircuts $10.00 available jobs doesn't easily match the cost of
i available housing. Key West has an uncounted ‘
: ‘:\Apﬁl(;:;mg;?s not necessary number of people who work but are forced to live H.T. was popped for 2 $32 misde-

o Se Habla Espafiol

Nidia F. Borders,owner
Charles Powell * Bonnie Brams-

A Full Service Beauty Salon
1415 1st St. ® 294.4912
Corner of Staples & First

facing Jewelry Shop

We Have Great
New Stuff!

( And it keeps getting better)

Greenpeace continues to play
an important role in the de-
velopment of environmental-
ly sensitive products. For
example, we now carry a
line of unbleached, undyed,
all-cotton apparel that's as
beautiful to wear as it is to

look at,
And, all of our gift items share this
very important message:
WE CARE ABOUT
THE ENVIRONMENT.
All proceed benefit Greenpeace
Environmental Campaigns,

GREENPEACE

An Environmental Store

719 Duval Street

296-4442

THE POETRY OF

Elizabeth Bishop

me—= } 'TH ANNUAL
KEY WEST LITERARY SEMINAR

At the San Carlos
JANUARY 7-10, 1993

Join Qctavio Paz, poets
Richard Wilbur, James Merrill,
Anthany Hecht, ].D. McClatchy,
Mary Jo Salter, Frank Bidart and
New Yorker editor Alice Quinn.
A series of Writers’ Workshops
precede and follow the Seminar.
KEY WEST LITERARY SEMINAR

+ 419 Petronia St. ¢ Dept. SH
Key West, FL 33040 » 305-293-9201

in cars and in the mangroves. A good portion of
the homeless population are alcoholics or drug
addicts. Some are mentally ill or mentally incom-
petent, some physically ill, some have AIDS,
some are socially dysfunctional, Father Bob

" Gendreau estimates 15 to 20 percent are Viet

Narm vets, many suffering from post traumatic
stress disorder; Mike Powell at Key West Day
Labor estimates that 80 percent of the people he
sees are veterans. Some of “them” are year-round
residents of Key West and have their special
spots; some are transients who come here
because its warm in the winter.

There are not many programs available in Key
‘West to provide for the homeless. The kitchen at
St. Mary's regularly feeds from 50 to 90 people
each day from mid-October through mid-May.
Mike Powell sends an average of 15 to 20 people
out to work each day and does as much as he can
to help people get a stake to get their lives togeth-
er. The Salvation Army and people like Bill Irby
help as many people as they can. There is no
shelter where an indigent person can get a show-
erand a night's sleep. '

Father Bob says federal and state funds are
available to finance a shelter for the homeless,
but in order to get the money available for food,
counseling, aledhol and substance abuse, literary
and job training, the shelter must have a loca-
tion, an address, and city and county support.
The Florida Keys Outreach Coalition has investi-
gated several locations but has yet to secure city
and county approval and support.

How to deal with the growing homeless popu-
lation — where to put them, how to help them —
is a complicated problem, not easily solved by a
city or a county. It is particularly complex in a
tourist town where people come, for a brief time,
to forget the encroaching social chaos,

Judge Atkins’ order refers to a recent first
amendment challenge where a federal court in
New York stated; “A peaceful beggar poses no
threat to society. The beggar has arguably enly
committed the offense of being needy. The mes-
sage one or one hundred beggars sends society
can be disturbing. If some portion of society is
offended, the answer is not in criminalizing those
people, debtor’s prisons being long gone, but
addressing the root cause of their existence. The
root cause is not served by removing them from
sight, however; society is then just able to pre-
tend that they do not exist a little longer.” Q

The city and county have, over the last two
decedes, moved forward on many issues only
because the courts or agencies absoiutely
demanded it. Wouldn't it be a nice surprise if our
local governments got out in front of this issue,
which has so many implications for the health of
our tourist economy, the best use of our tax dollars
and owr humanity?

Next issue: Who says what? Who ihinks what?
Where do we go?

maearior over g year ago, Sp far, thé costs
of dealing with him'in our ¢riminal jus-
tice system concerning that matter is
over $600:

H.T. was given a citation for sleeping
on the steps'of the 014 Coagt Guard
Building on Qctober 31,1991, He
appeared, pleaded nocontest, was fined
$32, required to serve 7 hours.of com-
munity service and placed on 3 months’

. probation.

H. wasn't able to pay the fine and did
not report to perform community ser-
vice, which was a violation of his proba-
tion. A bench warrant was issued and
he was arrested and put in jail. A public
defender was appointed for him. H, was
found guilty of violation of probation,
his probation reinstated for an addi-
tional 6 months and he was sentenced
to 10 hour of community service,

Again, he didn’t pay the fine cr
report for community service, but
instead left Key West for Miami.
Another warrant was issued in Key
West for-violation of probation, so, when
he was recently picked up in Miami on a
simliar charge, he was returned here on
the outstanding warrant and placed in
the Monroe County jail. After two days
he capped out of jail and was back on
the streets, still owing the original $32
fine; 10 hours of community service and
an additional $360, representing nine
monthg’ “supervision fee” for his proba-
tion,

H. was at St. Mary's kitchen, telling
the others that Wag’s was hiring ifa
person had a bicycle to get out there. He
said he would probably get a job soon,
but added, “I'm a drug addict, The
longest I've been able to stay clean is six
months, I get a job, a place to'live and
then L end up getting back into drugs:
First I mess up my place to live; then 1
mess up my job'and then I'm back :
where I started again,” For H.'s original
$32 misdemeanor for sleeping in an ille-
gal location, the taxpayers have spent
at least $600 to date for the services of
the police, jail, state attorney, public
defender, court system, probation sys-
tem and transportion from Miami to
Key West,

Not a penny of that monéy went to
address the circumstance of his erimi-
nal offense - having no place to sleep.

H.remains on the streets of Key
West, still without a place to sleep,
cayght in aloop in Monroe Counity’s
criminal justice system, with yet anoth-
er hearing scheduled.
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Ripley’s Believe
It Or Not...Not!

talking Ripley’s here, honey, and we're
talking culture, big CULTURE.
Now, for the first time in this or any other
eon, the arcane, hidden agenda of the most for-

F orget the Met. Curse Tut’s curse, We're

" bidding bungee-jumping plank walkers is being

immortalized for all to see on the boulevard of
broken dreams and honkey-tonk promises.
Duval Street!

We're talking revelation, or maybe just a
sneak preview of the fabulous exhibits under
construction at Ripley’s.

See! The Rotating Tunnel!
See! Roll your Tongue (where's Madonna)!
See! See your Butt!
" See! Pirate Pain and Torture!
See! Bathing Beauties!
See! Ripley's Stunts!

! See! The Tilting Room!

See! Pepper’s Ghost (Paul Lives!)
See! Shipwrecks!

These and numerous other delights await
those who, on a rainy day, chance to pass
beneath the marquee of the once grand Strand
Theater. Lo, those many years ago when Pompi
and Ray renovated the confectioner’s dream of a
building and local entrepreneurs brought bands
like Spyro Gyra and Jimmy Cliff to entertain
the local music lovers. Was it really that long
ago? Yes.

So now the new owners have ripped out the
lovely tile in the foyer and are busy turning one
of Duval’s Streets most important and most
beloved buildings into a sideshow theater of

* horrors and oddities. ]

WORLD FAMOUS

0% 22T
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Nitely Entertainment - Sunset to 2 a.m.
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400 FRONT ST. 296-4222

"Across the Street from Sunset"
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SCI

ENCE

Fights Algae, Pollution, and Itself

sive growth of continually dying micro-
scopic plants, twisted and snarled into a
floating scum, smothers sea grass, kills fish,
and poisons mangrove stand.
And, it threatens America’s only living coral
reef.
Uncontrolled, the so-called “Dead

ﬁ lgae blooms plague Florida Bay; its explo-

By Jack Lawson

FEverglades, began to rearrange south Florida's
natural drainage system.

Today, the major canals in South Florida’s
intricate canal system total almost 350 miles.
Together with highways, ditches and other
minor waterworks, the total amount of barriers
almost completely divert the natural flow of

said, would introduce more fresh water into
Florida Bay, as well as combatting salt-water
intrusion into the Everglades.

“It’s do-able,” LaPointe said. “That’s all I can
say for the scheme. It sounds like a great idea.
It’s politically do-able, but it's only a quick fix —
scientifically unsound.” )

LaPointe, who has campaigned

Zone,” a 460-square mile area of warm
and extraordinarily salty water, thick
with matted algae, could reach as far

south as Marathon and Big Pine in as Naplas

little as five years. Unchecked, algae

Aligalor Alley (75}

o P Lauoerda

blooms could damage the Keys' $400
million tourist industry.

The South Florida Water
Management District (SFWMD) has
proposed an elegant solution — pump
fresh water into Florida Bay. District
officials believe that increasing the
fresh water flow through the
Everglades and into Florida Bay will
stop, and eventually reverse, the
advance of the pernicious algae.

“It won't work,” say Brian LaPointe,
of Big Pine Key.

LaPointe, a marine biologist with
the Harbor Branch Marine Institute,
and a nationally-known expert on
aquatic plants, says that merely pump-
ing unfiltered water from Dade
County’s canal system not only won't
work, it may exacerbate the problem.

“Simply tapping the canals will

on the surface of the bay,” he said.
“But this lighter water is loaded with
nutrients. When it evaporates, all
we've done is offer more nourishment
10 the algae.”

And that brings us to the nub of the
scientific disagreement: LaPointe
believes that runoff from coastal

Big Cypeuss

1 Natiosa!
i ——
\ (nxem sEvergladest
AN Nationul
[e—OT

key Largo

'Dead Zone.’

ewgﬁ

introduce a thin sheet of fresh water Key West

‘k‘?f"‘ﬁ"ﬂ

Big Pine Kay

o Mami Baach

against injection wells and septic tanks
in the Keys, insists that the water in C-
111 is not “fresh” at all. Instead, he
says, it's loaded with fertilizer runoff
from the sugar plantations upstream,
Water from C-111 is akin to presenting
algae with a nutrient feast of tasty
chemicals: nitrogen, potassium and
most of all phosphorus.

“Pumping from C-111 is just adding
‘dirty water’ to the bay. Algae will
thrive on it.” )

LaPointe admits that many of south
Florida's problems are not local at all.
Even the distant Kissimmee River
. Valley is considered to have a direct
impact on the huge Everglades/Keys
ecosystem. But LaPointe says-pollution
from as far north as Louisiana, Texas
and even Minnesota, and as far south
as Mexico’s Yucatan Peninsula, is con-
tributing to the woes of Florida Bay.

But, LaPointe stresses that Florida’s
coastal watars, as well as Florida Bay,
would be contaminated even without
help from distant states or countries.
Treated waste from municipalities, for

Source: Florida State University and SFWHD

Algae bloom now covers aimos! five-hundred acres of the surface of Florida Bay, killing sea
grass, mangroves and juveniie fish. Often cailed the “Dead Zone,” liis part of the estuary has

Graphic: Roderta Brown

example, are saturated with chemical
nutrients to such an extent that coastal
eutrophication is possible in some

,and salt

high " ] double thal aress,
of 6coan water, Unchecksd, algae might spread soulh, through the Keys, killing the coral reef.

“From Tampa Bay, around to Palm
Beach, south Florida's near-shore
waters are loaded with so much treated

-sludge, sewage, turbid solids, chemical

Florida bears primary responsibility for
the blooms by providing heavy doses of chemical
nutrients for algae to thrive on. Other scientists
believe that decreased {reshwater flow into
Florida Bay has greatly increased the salinity of
the bay, killing much of the seagrasses and
allowing the algae to prosper in its place.

All this scientific heavy breathing carries
great weight, for the waters of the bay, the Keys
and the reef need a fix. They need it now and it
must be he right fix,

THE HISTORICAL EVERGLADES

More than a hundred years ago, developers
and engineers anxious to tame the waterlogged

rainwater away from the Everglades and
Florida Bay.

But Canal No. 111is the most hungry of all.

Running roughly southeast from U.S.
Highway 41. C-111 dumps more than 950 billion
gallons of water into the Atlantic coast north of
Key Largo each year. Seven hundred billion gal-
lons of this water once filtered through the
Everglades, nourishing marshlands and
wildlife before draining into Florida Bay.

Last month, Alan Millage, chairman of
SFWMD's board of governors, told a symposium
of marine scientists in Key West that the water
managers are considering pumping water from
C-111 into Taylor Slough (see map). This, he

fertilizers and other runoff, that whole
ecosystems are at risk,” LaPointe says. “That’s
yvhy the gulf coast north of Tampa is seeing an
increasing amount and intensity of red tide (a’
dioflagenate or single-celled animal — often
mistaken for a plant — which thrives on the
same nutrients as does algae), and that’s why
we don’t see any more sand dollars .. and so few
shells,” he says sadly. “Invertebrates can't live
in these waters.”

“Florida Bay is right at the bottom of this. It
catches every nutrient flowing south, from
Florida’s coast, the Mississippi River and the
Rio Grande .. everything. Look at it - it's a cul-
de-sac. It catches everything. No wonder
there’s algae.”

g
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Then there’s the Keys themselves, the closed
source of nollution to the coral reef —and
Florida Bay.

“Stormwater discharge is the major pathway
by which land-based pollutants enter coastal
waters,” LaPointe says. Runoff of fertilizer from
golf courses and gardens, overused insecticides
and herbicides, highway debris, shipping and
recreational boating all have a cumulative
impact on water quality, leading to “high levels
of nutrients and chlorophyll, as well as exces-
sive turbidity.” ,

“Beside that, there’s injection wells, thou-
sands of shallow injection wells drilled into the
Keys. That’s the worst problem now. But the
SFWMD is in a hopeless case of political denial.
They seem to think it's OK to just pump the
untreated runoff or wastewater down, pollute
the good groundwater, and dump it on the reef,
or in Florida Bay.”

Another major source of pollutants is Key
West’s sewage treatment plant, Phosphorous is
not stripped from the waste, and that, LaPointe
contends, is also having a major impact on the
near-shore waters and the reef. So are thou-
sands of leaking septic tanks. But LaPointe
believes people would prefer to point the finger
of blame somewhere else, and argues that some
researchers and citizens’ groups have made the
algae in Florida Bay into a scientific fad,

“They have little data to back-up their con-
tention that warm and extraordinarily saline
water, without a nutrient source, has caused a
crisis in Florida Bay,” he said. “They've focused
so much attention on Florida Bay, that the more
immediate threat of pollution from the Keys has
been overlooked.” :

La Pointe cites Orlando executive George
Barley, head of the citizens' advisory committee
for the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary,
for politicizing the issue, Barley, with support
from the White House, has publicly stated that
the “main threat to the sanctuary is Florida
Bay.” LaPointe, while agreeing that algae
blooms will degrade water quality, insists that
Barley is ignoring land-based pollutants.

Not so, says Barley. Reached at his office on
Christmas Eve, Barley said, in a prepared
statement, that he's uncomfortable that the
attention Florida Bay has received might be
overshadowing the land-based pollution.

“The seagrass dieoff in Florida Bay, which sci-
entists tell me is unprecedented, is a major part
of the ecological collapse of Florida Bay. Ibelieve
the algae blooms, which started occurring west
of Florida Bay in 1986/87, the same time the
seagrass dieoff started, are a result of a cascad-
ing explosion of nutrients released by the dying
seagrass and sediments in the denuded bottom
as they are stirred up by wind or the vast schools
of mullet that were attracted to them.

“The diversion of 90 percent of the historic
flow of fresh water to the bay has, in the opin-
ion of a remarkable array of scientists, been the
principal cause of these events. These scien-
tists concur that these events represent a seri-
ous threat to the marine resources of the
Florida Keys.

«While this is a serious problem demanding
attention ... it is not the only water quality prob-
lem in the Sanctuary we need to resolve. Land-

H

based pollution from the Keys, in the form of
stormwater and wastewater, are equally impor-
tant,” Barley said.

Other experts agree with Barley’s assess-
ment that the situation in Florida Bay is criti-

cally important, and that the obvious solution is

to restore the historical sheet flow of water
through the Everglades.

County Commissioner Jack London, who also
favors reintroduction of freshwater into the bay,
said at the conference that he welcomes the par-
ticipation of community leaders. Dr. Jay
Zieman, a researcher at the University of
Virginia, has repeatedly explained that Florida
Bay is merely one part of the larger ecosystem,
a sequence of diverse environments which
include the Everglades, Florida Bay, the Keys
(tropical barrier islands), and the coral reef
itself, He stresses that the health of each part is
dependant on the others.

Even SFWMD's Alan Millage, who manages
water flow in the Everglades, admits that sim-
ply opening the floodgates of C-111 isn'ta
panacea, Much of the natural rainfall falling in
the Everglades is diverted by “plumbing,” he
says, indicating the canal system {rom the east-
ern Everglades to the Atlantic coast.

“We need large, man-made marshes to act as
a buffer to redirect this water into Florida Bay.”

MAJORIE STONEMAN DOUGLAS' VISION

After a hundred and twenty-years of tinker-
ing with the great ecosystem it's obvious to sei-
entists and public officials that Nature was right
in the first place. And many bystanders say the
whole controversy sounds like nothing more
than some Eighth-Century debate about how
many angels can dance on the head of a pin.

Still, there's an underlying logic in the argu-
ments advanced by both camps: flood Florida
Bay with fresh water, or eliminate the source of
nutrients feeding the algae.

Regardless of which hypothesis prevails.
Man is now attempting to undo the environ-
mental damage done years ago to a fragile
series of diverse environments. As always, sci-
entists and officials differ in perception, defini-
tion, methodology and politics.

Brian LaPointe hopes the SFWMD won't
shoot from the hip. There’s no such thing asa
simple solution to a complex problem. We can't
afford to make a mistake on this one.” ]
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JOE ASHBY PORTER

Joe is the author of "Lithuania,”
“Eelgrass,” and "The Kentucky Stories,”
which was nominated for a Pulitzer
Prize. His is a professor at Duke
Uiniversity and is spending a sabbatical
year in the keys where he is working on
anew novel about Key West.
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PROGRESS AT
THE AIRPORT

(Continued from page 1)

capital improvements money, Horton knew he
could secure Federal Aviation Administration
matching funds and upgrade the county’s airports.

“We told the commission that if we spent $2.7
million, we could get $14 million worth of
improvements,” Horton explained. The commis-
sion gave its okay in 1990.

Thus, with a complicated funding formula that
takes into account both federal and state money,
the county will pay $1.2 million of the $5.7 million
terminal renovation. The new terminal will be
twice as large, and resemble a railroad station
five feet off the ground. “The FAA would make us
replace the old one eventually,” Horton said.

The $1.2 million the county has to fork over will
largely be funded through a Passenger Facility
Charge, a $3 fee that will be added to each fare. .
FAA approval was just received, so the fee won't
take effect for a few months, Horton said.

Nothing outlandish—most airports employ
this tacti. to raise money, whether they need it or
not. But our Comair employee says the charge
will not be a welcome addition,

Then there’s the parking lot. For years, locals
have enjoyed dropping the conch cruiser off on the
gravel and dirt without the onus of a “long-~term” .
parking fee staring them in the face. According to

A Caribbean Newsletter Hatching Ideas for Progress in the Florida Straits

county Mayor Jack London, “long-term” in some
cases meant six months or more.

So now it costs to parl, like everywhere else.
The pavement is black and shimmers in the
heat—Ilandscaping that one city commissioner is
none too thrilled about.

“They did nothing to mitigate all the tar they
laid down there,” Joe Pais complained. “Its a
huge, bright sunny area with no trees.” ~

Horton said that trees would shed leaves and
clog up the parking lot's $400,000 drainage sys-
tem-—hence, no trees. “The groundcover will
mature,” he promised.

But these concerns are minor compared to the
larger question of expanding the airport’s runway.
The current runway, according to Art Skelly, direc-
tor of airports, is 4800 feet. A proposal calls for.
adding an additional 600 feet to the eastern end.

“It would still only be 5400 feet long,” Skelly
said. “That’s still not long enough for jets, which
need 8000 feet,

“The main reason we want to extend the run-
way is safety, We want to give the pilots that safe-
ty net they don’t have now.”

Because this issue had been a source of contro-
versy before, the county commissioners appointed
an advisory committee to report on the runway
extension. Two of its members, Jim Robinson and
Dan McClure, both of the environmental group
Last Stand, have no illusions about where the
county intends to go.

“No matter what we say, I'm sure the consul-
tantsT! find a way to justify a longer runway,”
Robinson said. Consultants are supplying the
committee with environmental data,

The concerns about a ranway extension are
numerous, but can be distilled to two major prob-
lems: mangrove and wetlands damage, and the
specter of jets making a comeback.

To make room for a longer runway;, a great deal
of damnage will be done to environmentally sensi-
tive areas. Mangroves will be ripped up and filled.
An environmental assessment (EA) has not yat
been completed. City Commissioner Jimmy
Weekley, for one, doesn’t want to see a longer run-
way. “We don't need that,” he said, citing concerns
for the mangroves. .

The jets present an interesting set of circum-
stances, While Robinson led the charge to ban
them for noise pollution—which the county
refused to do—economie factors finally drove
them away in favor of smaller turbo prop planes.

Robinson claimed that a longer runway will
enable jets to return in the form of charters. “We
don’t want charters flying in here,” he said,
“Usually they don't have spare parts and if they
don't fly, what happens to the passengers? Where
will they stay?”

The current airport is too small to accommo-
date any jet charters, but the new one? There’li be
room for everyone, Robinson fears.

Word on the street already says that Vintage
Airways, a subsidiary of Virgin Atlantic Airways,
wants to fly two jet charters per day between
Orlando and Key West.

Horton also favored making the additional 600
feet of runway an “overrun” of gravel that won'’t
help larger aircraft land. “It’s the only thing
everybody seems to agree with,” he said.

Not everybody. Q
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Key West Newsletter on Cuba
Begins ThirdYear of Reporting

"I went to Cnba because 1 was curious; because no one agrees on its
strengths; because I'd read so much about it; because it is forbidden; because it's
heartbreakingly lovely; because so many people have championed it while so many
others have abandoned it; because Cubans make great music and aromatic cigars;
because they've thumbed theirnoses at their former patrén for more than three decades;
because I'd grown weary of writing about Latin American "democracies" where forlorn
illiterate campesinas sit on city street corners selling combs, nail clippers, and
undervalued handicrafts while their malnourished barefoot youngsters turn their paims
upand say "gimme" instead of leaming how to hold a pencil or read a sentence; because

- of its rich literary tradition; because my favorite players on the Washington Senators
it the 1950s were Cuban; because I'm an incurable romantic; because we still have a
navy base there; because Cuban women are astute and alluring; because in the last 500
years of travel writing few citiesin the world have been so effusively praised as Havana;
because Teddy Roosevelt led the charge up San Juan Hill; because I liked Our Man in
Havana and The Old Man and the Sea; because I got akick out of Desi Arnaz; because
1 was distrustful of Cuba's bashers and its cheerleaders; because [ liked the twinkle in
Fidel's eyes; because I'd ngver been to a Communist couniry; because 1 wanted to leam
to rumba; because Columbus landed there; because it has hundreds of miles of

unspoiled beaches; because of its mystique.”

- Tom Miffer, TRADING WITH THE ENEMY, Atheneum, 1992.
[ e e o o e et e . et o 2 S s

Sign me up pronto as a subscriber to THE INCUBATOR.
| Here's my check for $30 for twelve issues, and | save §12!

NAME
| ADDRESS

' Make checks payable to THE INCUBATOR, P.O. Box 1531, Key West, Florida 33041

Lo call (305) 294-6940 for further Infermation.

HOME & OFFICE ACCESSORIES 20% OFF
Ask Steve, Michael or Mary o assist with your shopping.

Mid-Winter Sale
JANUARY 7-10

Fine American Hand&%aﬁs
802 Duval Street

_______ s}
{
|
[ § 3106 Flagler
| Habana Plaza
_! 294-4272

... Simply The Best In Video

542 Truman
Truman Plaza
296-4046
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other city in the nation, is bedeviled by the
extreme emotional turmoil and flaming
rhetoric stirred up by the Vietnam war.

Oldtime residents of the town, veterans of
WW?2 and Korea see themselves ridiculed and
under attack from this new generaton of war
resisters, longhaired draft card burners who
wear beads, preach free love, smoke dope and
sleep on the beach.

“Damn hippies,” muttered the Establishment.

“Peace,” replied the bearded ones.

Duval Street, then, was beginning slowly to
change from staid old shops and stores harking
back to the ‘50s to a sprinkling of “new” art gal-
leries, head shops and rock ‘n roll music stores.
One guy named Matchbox sold grass in small
matchboxes while he loitered around the
Caroline Street area.

At the corner of Greene and Duval, diagonally
across from Sloppy Joe’s, was one of those art
galleries, The New Moon Gallery. It wasrunin a
sort of casual fashion, among palm trees and
hibiscus bushes, by Bob Windisch, Bruce Larsen
and Phil Mitchell.

“They called what we were doing the
Subconscious School of Art — it was kind of far,
far out abstract,” recalls Windisch, a well-built,
medium tall man with lank black hair, black
eyes and a full beard, He’d been in the Marine
Corps and had seen combat service; after he
returned he'd been a professional actor on
Broadway and worked in movies.

“We were sitting around one afternoon, hav-
ing a cold beer in the gallery and the talk got
around to: is there freedom of speech in art?”
Windisch said.

“Well, Bruce said yes and we carried on the
argument in friendly terms, but I said I believe a
painting can be busted, arrested, if the subject is
objectionable,” he continued.

The general atmosphere in Key West, at the
time, was edgy and nervous because all the “new
people” who had moved in recently were seen to
resemble the war protesters whose exploits fired
up the TV screen and newspapérs.

Local Cuban-Americans were super patriotic
and fervently anti-communist, particularly with
Fidel Castro and his mob, and the Russians,
milling around on an island anly 90 miles south
of South Beach. '

“One night late we went over to the Red House
for a bow! of chili, and then we decided we'd put
our argument to the test,” Windisch said.

To prove his point, Windisch had painted an
oil on canvas about six-feet high by five-feet
long, the sulject of which, to put it mildly, was
controversial — you could even say inflamatory.

“It was politically charged, that's for sure,” he
rerhembers.

Tt depicted, in stark blacks, vivid reds, blues
and yellows the figure of a military gent who
looked very much like Fidel holding a pitchfork

T he year is 1967 and Key West, like every

THEDATTEE 0

by Bqd Jagobson

which had been plunged violently into the body
of a pig draped in the American flag. Offto the
side were two skeletons of Cuban peasants hold-
ing straw hats in their hands.

That same night, carrying a full load of beer
and wine and spicey Cuban food, “Bruce put my
painting in his car and we drove to the old
Tomato League cardroom at the corner of
Truman and Watson, across from the White Inn.”

The evening was black and dark and nobody
was on the street when they entered the old
woad frame building by the side door and quietly
brought the painting up to the front window of
the Tomato League, facing on Truman, The win-
dow was large and they propped the painting so
it could be seen clearly from the outside.

“The next morning,” Windisch went on, “some
Cubans in the neighborhood saw the painting and
in no time a crowd gathered in front. They were
talking loud, booing and swearing at it, some of
them started throwing rocks and spitting.

“Somebody called the police before the mob
could erupt and maybe do a lot of damage,”
Windisch continued.

In minutes, the Jate Police Chief, Armando
Perez, Jr., roared up in his high-powered squad
car escorted by Lt. Frankie Caraballo on his
motorbike, sporting his two pearl-handled pistols
at his side. More of the cops followed close behind.

The yelling crowd, chattering in machine-gun
fast Cuban slang, waving their arms and mak-
ing obscene gestures at the offense in the win-
dow was quickly calmed down by Perez who
spoke their lingo.

Someone had also called the Key West Citizen
newspaper and chief photographer Don Pinder
was dispatched along with a reporter wearinga
straw hat with a PRESS card stuck in the band.
1t was duly reported that Perez and the boys in
blue had taken Windisch’s painting “into protec-
tive custody,” and then called the artist for “an
interview,” at the police station.

“T told the chief that T was exhibiting freedom
of speech, as guaranteed by the Constitution, in
art, but this thing nearly caused a riot.”

Perez and Windisch talked the matter over
and Windisch was told “to keep this thing out of
sight, we don't want to see it in public again.”
Windisch covered the painting and took it from
its cell, slipped out of the back of the city jail,
hid it in his car and drove back to the New Moon
Gallery.

That night, Larsen and Windisch spirited the
fugitive pairting out to Larsen’s houseboat
which was tied up at Steadman’s Boatyard in
Garrison Bight. Larsen made some money by
sponging and had a small dinghy tied up astern.
He left that night for his usual sponging grounds
on the north side of Sugarloaf, “But someone
must have shadowed us; they knew Larsen had
the painting,” Windisch said.

The next day, Larsen was out poling the
dinghy and bringing in sponges when he looked

PS ARRESTED A PAINTING

up to check on his houseboat, maybe 200 yards
away. It was then he saw a small motor boat with
twomen in it headed for the houseboat. Larsen
later told Windisch he “could see the two guys get
on board with a can, locked like a fuel can.”

Larsen headed back but suddenly he cauld see
flames break through the boat’s siding and rip
up to the roof. The houseboat was made of old
waod and in a wink it was a mass of red, orange
and yellow flames. The two guys were back in
their motorboat and getting out there, fast.

“They were going to try and kill me,” Larsen
told sheriff’s officers; he was agitated and shak-
en up. The houseboat had burned to the water-
line; Larsen was broke.

“He was scared after that and left town for
Coconut Grove where a friend had a collection of
his things, sculptures, and paintings,” Windisch
said, “but the story doesn’t end there.”

Afew days later Windisch got a call saying
that Larsen had been missing a couple days and
was found dead on the railroad tracks near US1
— he had apparently walked into a moving train.

“No one ever knew what happened,” Windisch
said, shaking his head, “I Jost a best friend, and
the painting but I guess I won the argument.” O

Ernest Hemingway
Home and Museum

A Reglstered Natlonal Historical Landmark
OPEN DAILY 9:00 AM. TO 5:00 P.M,
907 WHITEHEAD STREET, KEY WEST, FLA

Take a leisurely tour of the home and gardens
of the late Nebel Prize winner, Ernest Heming-
way. It was here that Mr, hemingway wrote For
Whom The Bell Tolls, green Hilis of Africa, A
Farewslito Arms, The Fifth Colurmn, The Snows
of Kilimanjaro, and The Macomber Affair. Mr.
Hemingway was the first important wiiter to
discover and make Key West his home. He
owned the home from 1931 to 1961,
Covers One Acte Including Pool & Guast House
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THE MAINE/FLORIDA
-C-ON-N-E-C T1 O N

residence of choice for 33 years. Any my

stubborn decision to move our family there
to a place none of us had ever visited has proved
to be the best and wisest decision of my life. 1
arrived with nothing, literally, in the late winter
snows of St. Patrick’s Day, 1958, the car I drove
here was my sister’s, but it was so mortally ill
she was never concerned about its return. We
were a young husband, wife and much younger
son and daughter,

Now there are six children and the oldest son
is a year older than I was when I drove to
Kennebunk in a snowstorm. Two children live
and work in Maine; two live in greater Boston
and get back here as often as they can; a son
works in Minneapolis, but the job is a stepping-
stone to a return to Maine; and a daughter
works in San Francisco, but she owns a farm-
house in Alna and is planning to come home.
Each of them is in good health, physically, intel-
lectually and morally; each is doing the work he ’
or she has chosen.

It’s my view that Maine has a great deal to do
with this ultimate good fortune, especially the
coastal Maine that I have come to know so well.
Put aside the carping, the picking at petty
details, the worrying of sociological nits and
consider the Maine coast in the sum of its totali-
ty as an environment for family living and you
come up with what has got be one of the finest,
loveliest and truest places in this nation.

So why is there a “SOLD” sign in front of our
home on a quiet street in the Maine-coast town
where we have lived for almost 30

T he southwestern coast of Maine was my

By John Cole

John Cole cold.

weave the fabric of our family?

Maybe we'll never know the true answers to
these questions, but we already know I'm the
reason they are being asked. Those reasons go
back a long way.

Try 50 years. In the secure surroundings of
an old-money livingroom overlooking Park

Avenue from a Manhattan 14th floor apartment

years? And why are we - wife and
husband - spending our time in
Florida’s southernmost coast
instead of Maine, the state we have
come to love (and for such fine rea-
sons) so much?

Tough questions. Really tough,

Get one thing straight from the

start: almost any place in Maine is
abetter place to live than almost
any place in Florida. And any place
on Maine's southwestern coast is a
better place to live than any place
in Florida.

So what were we doing when we
jeopardized our cash flow, packed
too much in the family car and
made the 2600 mile drive from
Brunswick to Key West, Why are
we leaving our own home (Sam and I painted
the walls and ceilings and trim of every room in
the place, upstairs and down, two coats) for
some uncertainly financed space with littleor
nothing around us to speak of our lives together

and the sons and daughters and grandsons who

John Col arm
where [ was visiting a friend, 2 man in his for-
ties, an Irishman with singing blue eyes and
tossing black hair was telling us, waving his

whiskey glass in a big-fisted hand, that he had,
that very day, quit hisjob as an ad agency

week for a new life in Maine, It was the first
time the state’s name had been said to me in
conversation, the first time the word “Maine”
became something more than the answertoa
geography of history question asked in a class-
room.

The image stayed with me, wouldn't let go,
never let go, not for the almost 15 years it took
for me to unfasten my life from its roots and its
expectations and land in Kennebunk. Which
should tell you something. For whatever rea-
sons, the images I hold of the places I want be,
the places that enter my dreams and grow
there, these are the places I eventually reach
because I press so hard to get there. Whatever
the winds, I steer my stubborn course.

The sea is another image that has been with
me all my life, before Maine, before almost
everything, It was the sea, not the land, that
fixed the Maine coast as a destination. It was
the sea that pulled me, more strongly than any
tide, first from the city to the country and from
the country to the Maine coast. And it is the sea
that still pulls, which is why the family car
slumps on its own flattened springs after its
trek south through New York, Pennsylvania,
Virginia, the Carolinas, Georgia and finally
south along the entire and arduous length of
the Florida peninsula to its very end and from
there along the 105 miles of the Overseas
Highway to the absolute last mile, Mile Zero,
yvhere U.S. Route One begins and ends at the
intersection of Truman Avenue and Whitehead
Street in Key West,

Tt is a journey that began with
Winslow Homer, another man of
Maine's southwestern coast also
pulled south. It was his watercolors
of the Carribean, glowing with a
~ | light we Yankees never see, his
BE sca’s luminous aquamarine, his
clouds writhing with tropical
winds, it was that Maine artist’s
watercolors of another watery
{ world that engraved yet another
?mage in my consciousness, an
image I gathered as a schoolboy
standing in the austere galleries of
the Metropolitan Museum being
smitten by Homer’s southern seas,

] They proved difficult to find.
They were not there when I flew
_ over south Florida in 1942, training
i for war in the air, Nor could I find

them in other years when other reasons took me
to the state, places like Miami Beach, Hobe
Sound, Naples, Lake Wales, Sanibel and
Capt'iva. [ came from each depressed by
Florida’s terminal rush toward over population.

) It seemed that everywhere I looked cranes

reached for that soft sky, draglines scraped
Florida’s thin coral skin and highways arched
above each other in conerete coils. Homer’s
world was nowhere to be found.

Key West, that last resort, was indeed my
last resort. But, sitting in Maine, looking at a
map, I thought the seas around the two-by-
three-mile island, of all Florida’s seas, could
be the reality that certified the image I had
held so close for several decades, This time I
was not disappointed. For there is another
world, another entire universe of solitude that
lies just a short boat ride off Key West's crowd-
ed shores.

Head west out of Key West Harbor, through
the shoal-water world flats fishermen call The
Lakes, past Mule Key, Archer Key, Barracouta
Key, Ballast Key, Man Key and Woman Key and
on to Buca Grande Key and west further from
there across Boca Grande's choppy channel to
the Marquesas: this is where you'll find the
enchantments that captivated Winslow Homer.
Because these places have been protected from
Man they still belong to Nature and there are
few places on this continent where Nature has
been so zenerous. Indidgo channels curve and
bend across pale coral flats where thin water
reflects a tropical sky peopled by the remark-
able cumulus Homer set in my memory.

It is this particular world within a world,
this fragile, yet sensual and limpid environ-
ment, that keeps pulling me back. And it is the
creatures who inhabit it: great white herons,
man-o'war birds, egrets, ospreys, eagles, skim-
mers, terns who are masters of the azure skies
above the sea, and the barracuda, snapper,
permit, tarpon, needlefish, great rays and sin-
wous sharks who sail beneath the reflected
skies. These are my company on the flats, and
it is with them, the skies and the water and
the soft and fragrant air that I live the dream
that has been growing inside me ever since my
boyhood.

Many people, some 3,000 2 day, leave the rest
of the nation to move to Florida. Each, I'm sure,
has his and her reasons; I'm equally certain few
of them are driven by dreams inspired by an
afterncon at the Met, a love of theseaand a
yearning to be embraced by its mysteries. Itis,
in the final analysis, to the governments of
Florida and these United States that ] should
be extend my gratitude. Without the publicand
private efforts of the Department of the Interior,
the Audubon Society and the several State of
Florida agencies involved that the waters and
uninhabited hammocks, keys and flats in the
seas east and west of Key West have been given
sanctuary status and stay as forever wild has as
they are and have been. Surely, without such
protection, the place would suecumb to the
same incredible growth that has all but doomed
natural presences in so much of the rest of that
hewildered state.

Almost all Florida is a place that could never
tempt me to leave Maine. But given the wilder-
ness world that heaves so gently at Key West's
doorstep, and given the sultry embrace of the
sub-tropical climate, a miracle that allows
hibiscus to bloom in January and frangipani to
bless us with its fragrance every Pebruary
morning, | make my home in Key West.

If1 could, I would keegf homes in both places.

But then, if  were wealthy, neither Maine nor
Key West might mean all that they do. ForTam
definitely a bit lower than a middle-income
writer, and to be able to have lived in two of the
planet’s most exquisite environmentsisa bless-
ing many folks with better budgets than mine
must forego.

And besides, Maine-coast winters are for the
young, the sinewed and the strong. I am saying
a reluctant goodbye to the years when I could
claim such attributes. Winters, those long,
cleansing, purely cold Yankee winters of frac-
tured axe handles and cherry-red woodstoves,
are bright memories, made brighter, in a way,
by a stroll in shorts on a mid-December morning
that in Maine would cost me some frozen body
parts. In Key West winters, shorts arealla
migrant Downeaster needs. .

And I have learned other Yankees have been
here before me, each, I like to think, also a bit
winter weary. Take a walk through Key West's
01d Town, one of the few places built 100 years
ago in Florida that has not been bulldozed, and
most of the homes you see will remind you of
coastal Maine: white clapboard, dark green
shutters; that same Euclidean grace that
blesses Portland homes built for sea captains
was carried to Key West by some of the very
same mariners. When we made our trip south
we followed the same precedents set by those
seafarers who loaded their cargo schooners
and sailed south for the Keys. Like us, they
loved the place they left; like us; the loved the
one they sailed for. ]
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Southern Ambrogia

(Continued from page 1)

World According to Joe, the Titanium Mine on
Mt. Gay and the stolen battleship grey paint
that, more than any pastel, is the true color of
the town?

No, now at approimately $15 million, we
(along with the rest of the country) will get a
chance to see oddballs (a surfer sheriff, a Rasta
boatperson, a blind, black newspaper editor
(not gay?), a whore with a heart of gold, and a
local Cuban high roller who makes it all hap-
pen. (Where? Stock Island?). Whoop it upina
bar that specializes in alligator foods (burgers,
bites, ete.) Surfers, Rastas, Gators, Key West!?
And then, years from now when everyone’s say-
ing they always knew it would be a hit and the
show is prospering in residual heaven, every-
one will remember the day the Rasta wrestled
the gator while the surfer rode the Big One to *
Havana to save the town from Japanese
speculators while the mayor went to AA to
restore her sense of self-worth so that the folks
down at Gumbo’s Bar could get on with their
plains for the big cajun cook-off. Then, if any-
one has the audacity to ask if it was true that

the starlet was on the phone to her agent refus-

ing to perform a script because it wasn't what
she understood her character to be, or if the
script writer had ever been to Key West, or if
it's true that there’s no beach here, well you can
just level an eyeful of bile at them and demand
to know how it is that they dare question the
facts of history.

One thing’s for sure, the difference between a
town seeming like a made-for-television movie
and actually becoming one is that quite a few
locals lined their pockets with production swag,

JUST UP THE KEYS
Come Visit With Us

N
?@)@? STHLES

Swim & Sportswear
for Men & Women
Key West Aloe
Fragrances & Suncare
Jewelery & Accessories

Extras and crew mill about in front of the fictional Gumbo's Bar, a bar too far,

or a least got a meal or two off the gourmet food
wagon the crew lugged around. Besides, it's up
against Rosanne and can’t be any worse than
Crisscross. In a summer of bad movies, that one
was horrible? So when they come to town look-
ing for Gumbo’s Bar, just point'm at
Margaritaville 'n tell’em Jimmy usually stops in
about 2 AM and strums a few, or that
Hemingway was really a crossdressing drunk
whose books were written by a sixteen year old
girl from Bahama Village.

In fact, o)’ Peter’s got an idea. Since everyone
on this Island has a story that ends with the line
“Only in Key West!” I think that the sporting-
thing to do would be for you to write down your
favorite true Key West story and send it to me
here at the paper.

Who knows? In a season or two, when the
show moves to a better time slot, they just
might decide to make the sheriff a Bubba, the ~
Mayor an ex-rum runner who sold bad maps to
the CIA for the Bay of Pigs Operation, the fire
chief a pot smuggler who disappears to Costa
Rica, the pool attendant the son of a failed
Mafiosi who was booted out when he discovered
he was gay, the college professor a former hippie
who became a coke dealer but gave it up when
no one in the drug trade understood the
nuances of The Tempest and the local million-
aire an ex-chicken farmer who discovers
Atualpa’s ranson in gold in a Spanish wreck
that sank because it was carrying the many

Whod' believe it? :

undeclared emeralds. Then again, probably, not.
. a
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‘comments & correspondence
RUINING A CHRISTMAS ‘

LETTTER TO THE
EDITOR

n Saturday night, December 5th my kids,
Jack (5) and Mary (3,) pulled on their

matching Christmas sweat shirts and we

d}~0\ve from Sugarloaf to Key West giggling,
singing and howling every Christmas carol we
could remember. The kids couldn’t hold still
because they were on their way to their first live
pqrade, an event sponsored by the Lower Keys
Ministerial Guild. T explained that it would not
be like the parades on t.v., no giant balloons or
famous people. They didn't care ... we were
going to see a real live parade.

And live it was. The Key West High School
Band trumpeted past, we talked to a grinning
deputy on his decorated and flashing motorcy-
cle and Mrs. Claus and angels threw candy to
the kids.

The tiny parade was perfect ... it was a joy-
ous, sparkling and wholesome night.

Then children dressed in costumes started
handing out presents for Right To Life, Parades
are always a little fuzzy in retrospect. But these

kids looked to be between five and ten years old -

gmd they were running around the floats hand-
ing presents, all gift wrapped and cheerful, to
the beaming children lining Duval Street. The
packages were handed directly to children. It
was obvious the adults in the crowd were not
supposed to be given any. Our friends, Jonathan
and Justin, who are three and four, each
received one of the gifts, so did their 12 year old
baby sitter.

When the parade was over, Jonathan and
Justin unwrapped their presents. Their father
said, “what’s in there?” The boys just said,
“some tiny, tiny, tiny ugly little baby doll”.

The boys and their baby sitter had been given
a gift wrapped, plastic fetus.

) That’s right, the children were given life
sngd, pre-horn baby boys with a bulbous head,
skmpy arms, closed eyes, no mouth and pro-
truding testicles. The doll is an inch and half
!ong and came with a card stating that his name
is Dloug and he’s an 11-12 week old fetus, “He
squints, swallows and can make a fist, ... he is
sensitve to heat, touch, light and noise.”

Dozens of these packages were handed to chil-
drfen. It seems Right to Life wanted to rob my
;hxldren of Christmas joy. Apparently celebrat-
ing the birth of Christ wasn’t enough, so they
pu]!ed this tasteless and pathetic prank. It's not
their message that is so bothersome but their
method of sending it through and to children.

As a mother, it is easy for me to see that these
pro-life advocates think unborn children are
more important than mine. They have given
obvious priority to pre-born babies at the
expense of Jack and Mary, Jonathan and
Jll:‘tll:]. They want to fight for their cause, which
thgy feel is a moral one, and trample all over my
children and their feelings about a
Christmas parade. .

T

The abortion issue has turned into a war, an
a('iult war. I don’t understand how the Righé To
Life group uses the joyous celebration of
Chris_t’s birth to throw my children, and their
own, into the trenches of an adult war. Babies
should not be made to fight their parent's war.

There has been precious little commentary
about the horrific behaviour of Right To Life
though so much noise was made over Fantasy
Fest. At least, as a parent, I knew exactly what
to expect from Fantasy Fest, so I kept my kids
at home. How can I protect them from this sort
of thing at a Christmas parade? You never
asked for permission before giving my children
a plastic fetus. How would you feel if your four

year old was given a gift wrapped condom,

Gary Redwine, the minister of the Big
Coppitt First Baptist Church, organized this
Christmas Parade. He was fully aware of
Right To Life’s decision to give the fetuses to
the children. He gave them permission. The
Ch?mber of Commerce and various churches
which were invelved had no idea these gifts
were to handed out.

' Actually, it doesn’t matter who knew ahead of
time. There isn’t anything anyone could say
that might justify such behaviour.

If Right to Life wants to make a point, it
should have the courage to confront aduits
rather than hiding behind their own children,
Why let the kids do your dirty work? If you want
to keep your identity hidden try a white sheet.
Of course, most of us want to hide our identity
when our actions are shameful.

—Dijana Latham

Dear Editor;

In Volume 17, Number 19, of November 19,
1992 edition of Solares Hill, an article by Jack
Lawson quoted me without ever consulting me,
The article, entitled “Development and the
Public Trust” made a factually inadequate
attempt to outline the construction plans in the
Navy’s housing development at Peary Court.

In his tabloid style of writing, Mr, Lawson

falsified a statement in which I supposedly said -

that one of our crews was drilling in Peary
Court to “to test for soil pollution.” The state-
ment was obviously fabricated to sensationalize
typical soil borings that are required at many
preconstruciton sites. This article was com-
pos‘ed in such a fashion to lead your readers to
believe that the Navy’s failure to immediately
produce records of testing for unknown pollu-
tants somehow prompted their employment of
our company to perform subsurface investiga-
tion. Nothing could be further from the truth.
We were hired to determine underlying lime-
stone formations beneath the Peary Court Site.
Our findings were used to assist both the con-
Fre}ctgr and FDER in determining the proper
injection zone for stormwater. We believe our
cqntribution in this subsurface study, along
;mth act_ikc:lns ?"f our employers, represent a
esponsible effort in insure water quality i
A insure water quality in the
OfII::yne EI)nvir(;lm{lental Services is a division
yne, Inc., the largest drilling company in
Noth America. Although we areginvolsed}i]n
envqunmental drilling, the majority of Layne’s
work is E}ssociated with geotechnical, irrig.ation,
dewa.termg, injection and supply well projects.
In this particular project we were contracted by
Caldde]l Construction Company, Inc., to conduct
S.Dll sampling and rock coring for characteriza-
tion of the s'ubsurface in the Peary Court neigh-
b.ol'hood prior to any construction. The implica-
tions of Mr. Lawson’s fraudulent statement
could be damaging to Caddell Construction, the
Navy‘and their housing development.
. Further, .Layne could suffer repercussions
a}sed on this statement in the form of lost
clientele. We expect a retraction of the falsified
(t]}l:::i,ha for'mal public apology, and would hope
pac ei{edf}tor of Solares Hill would scrutinize
e futfl ‘ : the support staff more closely in

— Mr. Timothy L. Dehen

fcéztpr 5 Note: Mr. Lawson’s phone bill indicates
‘ riefcall to Layne, Inc, at 8:32p.m., on
ovember 12, Mr. Lawson stands by his story.
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510 GREENE STREET

Bethel’s madness. While the city commis-

sion’s most outspoken member at times
comes across with all the finesse of your basic
Mack truck, his take-no—prisoners approach can
yield interesting results.

Such was the case at the December 15 meet-
ing, when Bethel caused a stir on the eve of the
Key West Bight bond issuance by revealing that
an additional $750,000 might be required to ease
the troubled minds of future bondholders. The
source of their anxiety was Hurricane Andrew;
seems that the financial community was a little
relunctant to shell out $18.5 million for a project
that might be blown clear across to Texas.

In essense, to make the bonds more mar-
ketable, a hurricane surcharge was to be levied.

Sinee the bonds were scheduled to be floated
on the coming Thursday, this news was decidedly
an unwelcome distraction. Ifthe commission
voted against issuing the bends, all bets on the
Bight were off.

Commissioner Joe Pais was less than thrilled
at the idea of paying more money on the Bight.
He pointed out that some $189,000 had already
been spent, and the deal still hadn't closed.
Bethel urged the commission “not to rush into
anything,” a position Pais agreed with.

Commissioner Jimmy Weekley argued that
with 75% voter approval, they weren't rushing.
“The people have told us to get this done,” he said.

City Manager Felix Caoper pointed out that in-
terest rates had dipped, and it was time to strike.

The crucial vote belonged to Mayor Dennis
Wardlow, who could've sided with Bethel and
Pais for restraint, He didn't. “The window is
there,” he said. “We can’t stop. The time is now.”

The commission voted unanimouly to approve
the resolution authorizing the bonds to be issued.

According to Assistant City Manager Ron
Herron, the bonds were a bighit in New York.
“Almost half the bonds had been sold the first
day,” he said. “Because of that, Prudential Bache
agreed to underwrite the rest of the bonds.” The
interest rates: 6.25% on the non—taxable, 7.32%
on the taxable—numbers that Herron said he
was pleased with.

What about that pesky $750,000, you ask?
Herron explained that, due to the good interest
rates, the city now will only need an additional

S ometimes there’s a method to Harry

cane surcharge}—but not until 1996.

The bottom line: the city will owe $403,000 on
its Bight debtin the first year, but will also take
in a million dollars in rent. A half million for the

city! Ahappy ending!

COMP PLAN PASSES
ORDOESIT?
At the same meeting were discussions about
possibly developing vesidential units in the
Bight. They took place during the deliberations

$192,000 for the «debt service reserve” (i.e. hurri-

on approving a Joint Stipulated Settlement
Agreement with the Department of Community
Affairs regarding the city's comprehensive plan
that will guide growth to year 2010. The resolu-
tion passed 5-0.

" The issue was a “monster” (Wardlow's term)
called TDRs, or transferable development rights.
In short, if you own 10 acres of the Salt Pond, or
any environmentally sensitive area in Key West,
you can only build one unit per acre there, or 10
units total.

But no one wants to see any building in the
Salt Ponds. So, according to the comp plan, you
can trade those 10 units in the Salt Pond for 10
units at another location, or “receiving area.”
The only identified receiving area mentioned
was the Key West Bight, which has been zoned at
16 units per acre.

Does that mean there'll be condo units at the
Bight?

No,” said Weekley. “t’s just a safety net. But
possibly in the future, the cityll need affordable
housing, and we can use the James Street por-
tion for that.,”

Weekley suggested a “clustering” clause be
added to the comp plan so that all open areas are
maximized, but it also makes clear that a devel-
oper could build 128 units on 1 acre, if so desired.

“You're creating a monster,” Wardlow said.

DCA’s Tricia Wrenn was skeptical of the
Bight's future. “They sure fought hard for more
density considering they don't want residential
units built there,” she said. DCA was going to
assign the Bight 8 units per acre, but the city lob-
bied hard for 16.

Herron explained the city's position. “We want
to maximize the property’s value,” he said. “But
there's no development on the drawing hoard,
except for the boardwalk.” !

This city's been burned many times before, and
what's troubling is, when you leave a loaded gun
lying around, sometimes aceidents happen. The
Bight is fully loaded now; some slick manage-
ment group can come and do nefarious things, if
the city’s not vigilant in executing that contract.

The process for selecting a management team
will begin soon, with a call for Requests for
Qualifications sometime early in the New Year,
according to Weekley.

Another part of the comp plan was unambigu-
ous: “Maintain non-residential chavacter of Key
West Bight area.” We shall see.

But the comp plan does provide a hollow victo-
vy, of sorts, for those who are sickened by the
often artlessly designed condo projects which
perch upon the city's shorelines. The city will
soon adopt a “use it or lose it” approach to growth
management. Building permits will be allocated

at 128 units per year. Projects which don’t get
built can no longer hold their permits forever.
After two years, theyll have to get back in line.

Soit’s put up or shut up time for the
Fairways, La Brisa I, Paradise Cove, and Las

Salinas IL Now if the city had only acted respon-

sibly in the first place, none of it would've ever
happened, and New Town wouldn’t be the archi-
tectural waste land that it is.

- comments & correspondence

If there are any losers in the comp.plan, it
would have to be real estate agents, who face a
comatose condo market and a new zoning map
which will prevent small guesthouses from crop-
ping up in Old Town neighborhoods.

These small guest houses are often profitable,
tastefully decorated, and charming. The idea of
taking an old conch house and turning it into an
Eden House lures many to our island.
Consequently, property values increase with the
transient-rental use.

Take away that option, and watch the property
values drop! Several real estate agents predict
disaster for themselves, “I've got several proper-
ties now that aren’t moving because you can’t
make them guesthouses or rent them out in the
future,” one agent said. “People can’t afford them
as second homes. They need the income.”

Another agent said that the city will also get
bruised by the fall in property values. “They won't
collect as much in ad valorem taxes,” she said.

Make no mistake, this comp plan will change
the way this island conducts its business.

The best part is, the city can putit to
bed—hopefully—and move on to other impor-
tant topics. The county, however, with a couple
deadwood commissioners, seems headed to some
political Armageddon, without enough neural

ammo.
—By Lee Irby
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priately named Utopia Parkway, a large

dishevelled man stooped into garbage
cans, picking out bits of neighborhood refuse:
buttons, broken toys, chipped plates, worn
maps, old National Geographics. The neigh-
bors, parting and peering out from behind
their venetian blinds, wondered what to make
of him. People picking through garbage was
not a common sight in those days. Some
feared him; most thought he was just a harm-
less eccentrie, living with his mother in the
neat little house down the street. One little
girl, Debora Ott, marvelled at this giant.
They soon became friends and he would lend
her the little worlds he made in his garage.
He would assemble small dreamy tableau in
the glass and wood boxes he made. Some were
lined in velvet, complete with secret compart-
ments, parrots, cherubic ballerinas, constel-
lated skies and seemingly endless vistas of
silence, When she tired of one, he’d give her
another. He was Joseph Cornell and to his
day most of his neighbors have probably
never heard of him.

About twenty years ago, in a gallery on the
Upper East Side of Manhattan, a first year
graduate student just back from a year in
Europe, braved the impeccable snobbery and
claustrophobic atmosphere of Madison Avenue
to get a glimpse of twenty Cornell Boxes.
Alone in the gallery, under the disdainful eye -
of the proprietor who was correctly certain

ﬁ bout thirty years ago on a street appro-

rolled up.
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that the gallery-goer wasn’t about to drop any
serious change, the grad student peered into
the waking dreams or lingering-hopes or
unhatched schemes of God’s workbench, or
whatever it was that was occurring in that two
foot square by two inch deep collage of colored
glass and light. Suddenly, a very striking cou-

ple appeared at his side. The woman, a tall
blond beauty with fabulous clothes and large
diamonds, turned to the curator and asked,
“May I see this one?” He was there in a flash
assuring her that it was a great choice. “Lool,(”
he said, “it’s a classic. It's got the parrot. The
drawer opens. Everything! “How much?”
asked the husband. “Two hundred thousand®
replied the agent. “Tor that!?” he asked in
amazement. “Oh, it's worth it, sir, I assure
you.” “Tt is, honey” the wife added. Ashe '
opened his check book, shaking his head, he
caught a glimpse of the graduate student
shaking his head and leaving, Whole lot’a
shakin’ goin’ on. .

At about the same time, there was an
Independent Filmmakers Festival in Lower
Manhattan to protest the Vietnam War, Amids
the screenings of agit-prop diatrabes, porn
shock Yippie love quakes and self-mutilation,
Ken Jacobs screened a three minute film calle

Airshaft or Lightshift or something. The entire ;

film consisted of the time lapse light changes
on a potted plant in a window - the fragile and
fleeting phenomenon of Light. It was roundly
booed because it lacked a “political stand”,
Understandably, the artist thought that its ges-
tural metaphor, its evocation of Creation, its
universality, made it purely political in the bgst
sense of the word,

When asked to define poetry, William Carlos
Williams said “Only the quality of the emotion
endures.”

10 AM-NOON
— Real Radio * Music For The Mind —

I)}leqt}L;}'ing excit'ing non-mainstream artists like Dr. John,
an Hicks, Maria Muldaur, John Hiatt, Lucinda Williams,
Delbert McClinton, etc.

NOON-2 PM
- The Blues Brunch —
Traditional to modern blyes: Chicago, Big Band, Delta,

Texas QLlitars...T-Bone Walker, Albert King,
Bill Bill Broonzy, Sue Foley, etc.,

Now Featuring

SUNDAY BRUNCH ALTERNATIVE RADIO
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William Buckley once bemoaned the drop-
ping of the Latin Mass by the Catholic Church
by suggesting that “English isn't a language
you pray in.” It was probably the first thing Td
ever heard him say with which L agreed. The
ongoing desanctification of awe and mystery,
the omnipresent fifteen minute slam dance of
fame, the marketing of miracles and the circu-
lation of People magazine, all conspire against
the ability of art and culture to assume their
rightful position in the lives of people, robbing
many of the genuine pleasure of learning and
discovering. ’

The 11th Annual Key West Literary Seminar
will present scholars and writers from 2 diver-
sity of cultures and backgrounds to discover
and celebrate the life, language and imagina-
tion of Elizabeth Bishop. With all the poetic
activity in America in the 20th century, it is ini-
tially inexplicable that a poet of her power
would escape wider fame. I say initially fora
variety of reasons. In her poem, “Visits to St.
Elizabeth’s”, she notes

This is the time
of the tragic man
that lies in the house of Bedlam

Indeed, modern poetry is an American
driven maelstrom of theories, movements,
manifestoes, innovations, personalities,
cliques, and metamorphoses rubbing elbows
with the art world for a final word on the

2

SEBENOCTCALY
ANOE X
AR
Ry RN

definition of imagination. Oftentimes, it
seems that poets do more theorizing than
actualizing; more schmoozing than refocus-
ing vision. In Elizabeth Bishop’s work, one
is overwhelmed by the shifting intelligence
of her eye and mind. She appears to be
equally adept at immersing herself in rural

Brazil or a “Cold Spring” where:

The bull-frogs are sounding,
slack strings plucked by hegvy thumbs.

There is a deeply felt accumulation of activi-
ty present in much of her work, almost as if an
alien eye were noting the activity of colors and
shapes in a discrete series of observations.
There is much of “deep image” here, allowing
the life of the objectified world to speak
through its sheer occasion. Itisa form of emo-
tional collage and derives much of its casual
inscrutability from her habit of absenting her-
self fram her own work.

Unlike so many of her contemporaries, there
are no references to International
Communism, the Civil Rights Movement, the
Vietnam War, sexual liberation or rediscovered
cultural roots. What is there then? Charles
Olson described America as a “complex of ocea-
sions” and that would seem to suit Elizabeth
Bishop. That doesn’t mean that she avoided
taking issue with the world, It does mean that
the issue she took was rooted in the timeless
and-universal verities of erosion, death,
rebirth, and an ongoing disquietude with the
meaning of it all. One tends to think of Robert

Creeley and Samuel Beckett walking a beach
with her or scouting a landscape - each noting
the fleeting image of loss in the retreating tide,
the tentativeness of human relationships, the
mutability of even the very best intentions and
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“Silence Within
The Traveller”

the uses of writing as att orchestrating lan-
guage in successive waves of observation and
nuance. While others may have been louder-or
more blatant, more decisively in one corner or
another, she extends and refines her field of
inquiry, chiding herself in “Going to the
Bakery” for saying “Good Night” from force of
habit, “Oh, mean habit! Not one word more apt
or bright?” This is the poet’s restless yearning
to “make it new”, to re-mythologize the lan-
guage by seeing in it new forms of possibility.
In a recent conversation with John Malcoln
Brinnin, he spoke of Bishop's sense of presence,
her ability to feel the actual world without
merely feeling her own needs and activities
within it. In fact, there is something deeply
hidden and, one suspects, deliberately so, in
her work. There are scrims and layers of emo-
tion guarding the heart form the world asit ~
simultaneously protects the world from the
heart's emotional excesses, This also makes it
particularly appropriate time to address her
work. After the autobiographical ego-orgy of
the Seventies and Eighties, her work has a
mature, measured feel to it. The urgency to let
it all hang out is thwarted by the inappropri-
ateness of doing so as well as the impossibility
of doing so. There’s always more. There are
Objects & Apparitions interchanging in the
mind of a girl peering into Joseph Cornell’s
boxes; there's light shifting and fleeing along
the contours of a language, translated, in this
case, from Octavio Paz, for Joseph Cornell:

A comb is a harp strummed by the glance
of a little girl
born dumb.

In the stubborn light, the insanity, death
and pain gain only their fair measure of
respect. No more. They're outlasted and beaten
by the record of the quality of the emotion.

That, and the tough humility willing to
accept that Life is a beautiful, mysterious thing
even if one’s own path within it is fraught with
disappointment and closely guarded optimism.

In the realm of literary discourse, a discus-
sion of Elizabeth Biship is primary investiga-
tion, it’s the invention of a language with which
to grasp what is, in fact, quite elusive. In her
longer poems, the mind unfold as a palimsest,
layers of emotion emerging to amplify or mute
that which has preceded it. She is at all times
deft and muscular in an emotional terrain lit-
tered with wounds and scars. As she says of
Cornell (via Paz):

the opposite of History, creator of ruins,
out of your ruins you have made creations

John Malcelm Brinnin is to be congratulated
for refusing to allow this discussion to remain
in silence. Thanks to his vision and persistence,
Key West will host a literary seminar of endur-
ing literary signficance. )]

T

Trg Lrw ANNUAL KEY WEST LITERARY SEMINAR

The Poetry Of
Elizabeth Bishfop

THURSDAY —JANUARY 7

REGISTRATION at Ocean Key House,
Seminar Hospitality suite, Zero Duval Street.

LITERARY WALKING TOURS: By reserva:
tion: 305-293-9291; Meet outside the Klizabeth
Bishop House, 624 White Street.

WELCOME: By David Ethridge, Seminar
President,

OCTAVIO PAZ: A Diglogue with John
Malcolm Brinnin. Close friends of Elizabeth
Bishop discuss hér life and work.

FRIDAY —JANUARY 8

NORTH AND SOUTH: The place of
Elizabeth Bishop in her time and ofter. Barbara
Page, moderator; Lorrie Goldensohn, Elizabeth
Hiérdwick and Alice Quinn,

THE INFLUENCE OF ELIZABETH BISH-
OP: An exploration by poets of o younger- genéra-
tion. J.D. McClatchy, moderator; Frank Bidart,
Lloyd Schwartz, Elizabeth Spires, and Mary Jo
Salter,

RECEPTION: Meet the poets at the Pier
House Havana Docks Deck,

SATURDAY — JANUARY 9

INTIMATIONS OF GENIUS: Elizabeth
Bishop Among Friends. A discussion led by her
editor and publisher, Robert Giroux.

ELIZABETH BISHOP: A Reading in Tribute
by Anthony Hecht, James Merrill, Mark Strand
and Richard Wilbur. '

ART EXHIBIT: Original watercolors by
Elizabeth Bishop and photographs by Rollie
McKenna at the East Martello,

SUNDAY —JANUARY 10

COFFEE with the Friends of the Library and
the-Old Island Restoratioh. Foundation at the
Wrecker's Museum, 322 Duval Street.

LITERARY WALKING TOURS: By reserva-
tion: 305-293-9291. Meet outside the
Elizabeth Bishop House, 624 White Street.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

« Just before the seminar, the former Key
West home of Elizabeth Bishop will be'added to
the national register of Literary Landmarks. A
commemorative plague will be installed on
dJanuary 4,-1993, at 11:30 a.m. Bishop lived in
the clapboard Conch house at 624 White Strest
from 1938 to 1946. The hational register is
maintained by the Friends of Libraries USA
Litetary Landmarks Program, affiliated with
thp American: Library Association; The home
will remain privately owned: It is not open to the
public,

_* A reading list will'be. prepared and dis-
tributed to attendees; local:libraries and books
stores in advarice, as.well as on dite. ‘

* Tape recordings of the proceedings will be.
available,
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Butterflies
Are Not Free

By Judi Bradford

Sam Trophia, the butterfly man. For fif-

teen years he has been eyeball to complex
eyeball with the most beautiful and exotic crea-
tures on earth.

As a teenager in New York state Trophia got
interested in insect migration research. Before
you know it he was tagging Monarchs for the
University of Toronto (one of his Monarchs was
later recorded in South Carolina). From that
adventure on, he has been a complete butterfly
nerd. “Yes, it's true,” he says.

His whole life is butterflies. Stepping into his
reality is like coming out of your familiar cocoon
into a different world. His days are filled with
mounting into acrylic frames the iridescent
creatures that he imports from butterfly farms
around the world. “It's very peaceful, working
with them,” he says in a voice serene enough to
convince, .

The wall displays he creates range from a sin-
gle butterfly to a full ballet of 50 or so. There are
orange and black Monarchs; shimmering blue
Morphos, fluorescent green Bird Wings, blue

@,
O

801 Duval St. « 294-4737

E ver feel like life is fluttering by? Meet

and back Telegonis, Sulphurs, green, purple and
yellow Madagascars, and Key West’s own yellow
and black Giant Swallowtails.

He was in Ft. Lauderdale mounting his sub-
jects in their cases and selling them through gal-
leries. Now he and his partner George
Fernandez are in the Old Cuban Club on upper
Duval with a showroom called Wings of
Imagination. It's filled with butterflies butter-

flies butterflies. They are not only beautiful of
themselves; Trophia’s arrangements recreate
the choreography the lepidopterans demon-
strate in their flight—that happy chaos of silent
wings.

The shop is a phenomenon this resort at the
end of the road needs. While you're there, catch
the video of the life cycle of butterflies from eggs
and pupae through mating. ]
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across the street was so pounding that

Bob Kennedy, artist, entrepeneur, disciple
of Jack Kerouac, put on a bathrobe, walked
across the street and pulled the plug at 2:30 in
the morning.

That was in 1975 and was the first story
"Kennedy related as we sat in his home above

the art gallery at 1130 Duval.

Some years ago Sean Connery appeared in a
film entitled, “A Fine Madness.” It was about a
poet who railed against a society which
categorized poets as odiferous, usually stoned,
strange folk who seduced college girls and
belonged in coffee houses. Kennedy reminds me
of the protagonist in the film. He has the fine
madness.

He also perches atop the horns of a dilemma
of his own making, but more of that later.

In 1966, inspired by Kerouac, he went “On
the Road,” no doubt to the relief o his instruc-
tors at the Rhode Island School of Design. He
bummed Rt. 66 when it was an adventure and,
at one point, went to Mexico because there was
more traffic headed in that direction. Properly
coiffed in long haiy, beard, and drawn by the
unihibited lifestyle of southern California, he
ended up, naturally enough, in Venice. “Tt was
my first exposure to the scene. It was wild and
wonderful, gritty, drugs, booze, congo drums, -
black, white, gay, straight, you name it.”

The artist in him was soaking up another
American phenomena, the 60s, “We were down
to our last $1.75 and one of my buddies went
out and bought a barracuda with it. We were
starving and it was full of bones. I hated it and
him. We were always waiting for a $100 check
which had bounced to at least eight general

post office boxes in different cities. Don't
remember if we ever got it.”

Trying to shed light on his past, he handed
me what appeared to be boockmarks with bio-
graphical data on his wife and himself. His
said, among other things, “A native of Boston,
Kennedy has gathered inspiration and experi-
ence traveling throughout the Caribbean,
Florida, Mexico and the South West with his
sketchbook and watercolors.” Saccharine words
Lo obscure a spirit on the move,

But"beserker” Celt or not, there is a canny
businessman in this artist, The Kennedy
Gallery is one of 16 and another 35 are fran-

T he sound from the Sloppy Joe’s amplifiers

By Tom Glennon

BOB KENNEDY:
ARTIST & ENTREPRENEUR

and seems proud, if a bit confused, by the
achievement. This is the same guy who was
sketching the locals in Sloppy Joe’s for twenty
bucks a pop back in 1975.

Kennedy is one of the top-selling graphic
artists in this nation. With his pen and ink
drawings he is also a chronicler of our life and
times. We met when I was doing a profile on
Mario Sanchez for WPBT ch. 2 in Miami. In an
interview he expressed awe at Sanchez’ work. I
will return the compliment, for when intro-
duced to his gallery, I was particularly
impressed with boat and water scenes. To my
surprise, they were his. During our first meet-
ing, he had not mentioned he was an artist.

The gallery itself belongs in the tropics as el
Prado belongs in Madrid or Le Louvre in Paris.
It is-full of light and air and color and the striv-
ings of artists of every conceivable schaol or
inclination. It is not crowded, an abomination
in a gallery. It is beautifully designed with art
and people in mind.

Few artists can do land or seascapes well;
those who do must immerse themselves in the

land or water, feel their strengths and changing
moods, The Hudson school artists did it magnif-
icently and Winslow Homer had few peers.
There was the suggestion of Homer in
Kennedy’s work and ! said so.

“Homer is so overlooked, so ignored,” he said
“His seascapes are brilliant, stirring, People:
down here know about Audubon but they
should grasp, should feel Homer.” Reminded
that Homer was also a superb Civil War artist,
he jumped up and grabbed a book of Homer
illustrations. .

He switched tack immediately to say that
there would be a new Kennedy Gallery in the
Bahamas, surprising since it’s well known that
the Bahamian government is loathe to encour-
age off-islanders in retail trade.

In this case, however, they were welcomed,
since Kennedy promised he intended to enlist
local artists and would publish works by
Bahamians.

There was another abrupt course change
when wife Michele Kennedy brought up the
story of the town dump, Kennedy was heard to

chised to use the clan Kennedy name. He has
been the guiding genjus in this development

Artists Bob and Michelle Kennedy stand in front of their famous van. Their gallery at 1130 Duval is one of 16

they own, and another 35 are franchised to use the K, 1y name.
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say that the dump could well be turned into a
thing of beauty, a la Gully Jimson’s painted
building walls in the “Horse’s Mouth.”

According to the story, Kennedy said that
perhaps four great heads could be carved on
the surface of the dump to make it resemble,
somewhat, Mount Rushmore. He suggested
Captain Tony, Ernest Hemingway, Tennessee
Williams and Mel Fisher. The psychology of
rumor being what it is, National Public Radio
called to get more information and
Newsweek apparently ran it as a straight
story. Kennedy was vastly amused, others
were not, but the legend kept growing.

Michele chuckled quietly at the memory.
This beautiful mother of two is his anchor
and is a gifted artist in her own right, Her
work is rich, lush in strong color and tech-
nique and she is selling well. Her formal
training includes study at the State
University of New York at New Paltz, the
School of Visual Arts in NYC, the Boston
Mugseum and Fenway Studios in Boston,
renowned as a pre-imminent school of con-
temporary Impressionism,

In a stroll through the downstairs gallery,
(incidentally, two years ago this building was
a car body shop) I was aware of the influence
of Marce Chagal and Van Gogh on some of the
foreign artists. Hér influences come from
within and she has exhibited at the Copley
Society and Newman Gallery in Boston.

JOUIES

BACKYARD

AN OCEANFRONT
RESTAURANT

bl DINING
: Indoors or Under
The Stars.

£= THE AFTERDECK
>R A Transom’s Height Above

'5;* The Water. Cocktails.
&=

Enjoy All Of Our Views
y 1)71:30 AM-2 AM

700 WADDELL ¢ 294-1061
E (Vernon & Waddell chanfront)

She met Kennedy as a sales representative.
He remembers her looking sexy in a striped
knit suit, and asked her out after some prelimi-
nary sparring. When she showed up for the big
date, he had been drinking all afternoon and
was out of it. Somehow he straightened out and
was charming for the date. Try it sometime,

Despite all the warning bells they got togeth-
er. “] knew he was no good for me, but gotta’
confess I was attracted. I thought he was a com-
plete con artist. Look what happened!” With
that she glanced toward their two young chil-
dren. She looked quietly amazed.

During the course of the interview you
sensed within Kennedy a dichotomy. This is the

guy with the long hair and beard who bummed i

- all over the country, sold sketches in saloons for

whatever he could get, chased women and expe-
riences, gulped down life like a vin ordinaire.
He seems to have an uncanny business sense,
according to Michele and intuits styles and
trends before they happen.

In a word, Bob Kennedy is an extraordinari-
ly successful man. He has a charming, gifted
wife, a young son who exhausts him, a baby
daughter on whom he dotes and a rich talent
which he deprecates. His watercolors and
sketches are wonderful experiences. Look at
the curling lip of that wave or the movement of
asailboat in the chop. [m

DON'T JusT
FILL UP

Advertising Design ¢ Print Management  Illustration * Typesetting
1217 White Street * Key West, Florida * 305-296-6439
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smashing party tossed by the newly

formed partnership at Solares Hil] -
Richard French, Frank Taylor and David
Ethridge. Any party where you have three bars
on two levels, a constant flow of tasty tid-bits,
and a conch chowder mix of literati, politi-
cians, media people, actors, artists and not-so-
plain folks is bound to be a success. This recep-
tion from 5 to 8 pm lasted ‘til midnight. The
setting was the stunning home of Gay and
Richard French (who are not French but
English!). You many remember this house as

T he talk of the town just had to be the

David Kaufelt, Susan Olsen and Richard Wilbur at the
holiday and meet the new owners party for Solares Hill

the former home of actor Roy Scheider, who
lived there before the soot from City Electric
drove him out of town, but that’s another story.
Spotted in this considerable crowd were
Pulitzer Prize winning poet Richard Wilbur,
author Nancy Friday, former Wall Street
Journal editor, Norman Pearlstein, Monroe
County Mayor Jack London, Elaine London,
Key West Mayor Dennis Wardlow, Bill
Manville, Suzie Salowe, Joy Hawkins, Lynn
and David Kaufelt, Rich Crossland, Diane
Zolotow, Sharon Wells, Vicki Roush, Michael
Whalton, Susan Hawkens, Don DeFeo, Jimmy

Monroe County Mayor Jack London and Key West Mayor
Dennis Wardlow.

. Weekley, Susan Olsen, DeeVon and Craig

Quireilo, Ann and John Dickenson, Kathleen
Ilgin. Liz Kern, Jim McLernan, Errol Etienne,
Gieorge Murphy, Ann Cuarlisle, Virginia Panico,
Richurd Watherwax, Crickett Barnes - like the
congzi line at the Junijor Prom - the list is end-
I Prohably those why were having the best

on the town

Left to Right: Eric Grah!, Joy Hawkins, and
Errol Etienne.

time were Solares Hill writers who hoped all
this splendor might mean they would earn
more money!

+ Lending their talents to help one of the
islands most fragile resources - the children -
were entertainers Bobby Nesbitt, Carmen
Rodriquez and Kathleen Brown. The event was
a Christmas Special on TCI hosted by Susan
Hawkens and Joe Barker, sponsored by the
Barnett Bank. Employee Mary Bradford
played “Santa” and rounded up over 50 gifts
donated by fellow workers for area children.

Getting national attention ... the December
‘92 issue of “Bon Appetit” named Key West’s
Palm Grill dining spot as the “best kept restau-
rant secret in Key West.” Partners Wayne King

Anne McKee, David Kaufelt and Gay French at the
Solares Hill party.

and Michael Gallagher were thrilled, Kudos
also went to Louies Backyard, Pier House
Restaurant, Ocean Club, Café Marquesa, Half
Shell Raw Bar, Nicola, Antonia’s, Camilles,
Café des Artistés, El Cacique, El Siboney and
Flamingo Crossing for serving “the islands
finest ice cream” Chef King not only stars in
the Palm Grill kitchen but made the cover of
“South Florida” magazine as one of the
“Hottest New Chefs.” More national attention -
Ellen Bigger, 15 year old Monroe County
teenager made news when President Bush
named her the 970th Point of Light. She was
honored for her efforts to make her community
drug-free.

+ A very special party was given by painter

Helen Colley and architect Michae] Miller at
their charming Old Town Conch house. The
champagne sparkled and so did the conversa-
tion as guests enjoyed a sumptuous holiday
feast - just like down home with all the fixin’s,
including Helen's great turkey dressing.
Among the guests were John Maleolm Brinnin
(before you attend the Literary Seminar read
his "Letter from Key West For Elizabeth
Bishop” in George Murphy's Key West Reader
page 35), John Martini and Carol Munder,
Roberta Marks, Judith Gaddis and Duke Rood,
Liz Leer, and Deems Wehster, Suzie Salowe

Frank Taylor, Sharon Wells,
and Don DeFeo,

and Bill Manville, Helen and Ben Harrison,
Paul Gibson, Lynn and John Mercer, Liz
Birmingham, Ellis Amburn and Rollie
McKenna (where else but Key West could [ get
a famous photographer to allow me to photo-
graph her!)

* The Monroe County Personnel Association
had its holiday party at the John Doyle home.
It’s easy to see why Gib Peters was elected
Chairman. His motto is “We're going to have
fun.” Other new officers are Karen Dutton,
Sherree Scribner and Beth Doyle.

Photographer Rollie McKenna, writer Bill Manvill and
designer Suzie Salowe pictured at Colley/Miller party,

+ Survival in the Keys ... We hear Dora and
Baxter Gentry have their own bomb shelter at
their Palm Tree Estate. Wonder if it's large
enough for a cocktail party? The Sugarloaf
Shores crowd, headed by homeowners associa-
tion president John Turner and wife Adeline,
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China Pearl Co. 296-8999

. . T A
love to entertain, (Speaking of hombs, the ey [ A . .E;ﬂ%:t. a0a ’
rumor around town is that the best thing . A sorles .
about the new Fox T.V. series, Key West, is the . Aﬁﬁiﬁl&% Artist CO-Op
scenery. Executive Producer Allan Marcil was Western Wear : 3:;‘3"‘1 Glass
all smiles as he was proclaimed “Honorary K . Clothgg
Conch” by Monroe County Commissioner . » Wood Sculptures
Wilhelmina Harvey as wife Jody looked on. . o TEMS
SUNSET ARTS & CRAFTS GALLERY
412 - 414 GREENE STREET

f

Host Chapin Leinbach welcomes guest
Ann Dickinson to his holiday party at
Great Southern Gallery,

+ Seliing Christmas trees instead of proper-
ties were MARC volunteers from the Realtors
Assocation Kirk Rynearson, Laurie
McChesney, Ed Kolesar, Doris Aubie, Carol
Sawyer, Frank Dudek, Lucy Malarz, Lila
Williams, Diane Myerson, Joanne Tarantino
and Lucy Page. '

+ Signs of the Keys ... Lazy Jake’s sign
“Open unless closed.” Jake, self-proclaimed
as “Florida’s oldes beach bum,” is up in
Miami, but he hasn’t been forgotten. The
narrow roadway in front of his old hammock
shop has been unofficially named “Lazy Jake

Way.” He was kind to people and animals. We

miss him ...

« Two of our islands nicest, gentle people,
Chapin Leinbach and Richard Cassidy,
entertained old and new friends in the love-
ly gardens of the Great Southern Gallery.
Kathleen and Dick Moody helped see that
all the guests had a wonderful time. Party
goers include Nancy and Colin Jameson,
Joe Vianna, Pat Lamerdin, Paco Archillo,
Molly Leeds, Kay Maunsbach and Caroly
and Jerry Cash.

« Congratulations to jazz pianoman Dave
Burns and bride Barbara. They met at The Top
and have been making beautiful music togeth-
er ever since. Dave plays at Conchabamba.

+ Who says Key West never had a frost! Ask
our two top retailers about a dinner party they
gave where two very talented lady guests
decidely did not hit it off - no air conditioning
needed!

Hope all the frostiness in your life s in your

lass — Happy New Year.
& i — By Jane Phillips

A New Years Thought

| will live today but once.
Any good therefore
that | may do,
or any kindness | may show
to any living being,
let me do it now.
Let me not delay or fomet it,
for | shall not
pass this way again.

jﬁ/@fﬁ%ﬁq@ﬁw

Wishing You All The Best
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month. Beginning January 7, a show of the
paintings of Elizabeth Bishop will be on view
along with photographs of
Bishop by Rollie McKenna.
Bishop, who died in 1979,
is the focus of this year's
Literary Seminar. To poetry
scholars she is known for her
well honed observations and
often painterly style. Her
paintings were a private
expression given to friend
rather than published, but
they share that bright aware-
ness of detail that can serve
as symbolism. Her poem
“Roosters” has the fowl
“...screaming Get up! Stop
dreaming!” Her painting of a
vase with flowers presents an
unpretentious bunch of field
daisies and other wild flowers
in a paint can. It'sacharming o
little statement on simplicity.
Her phrases carried
" markedly visual concepts.
She described the seed of the
papaya: “the necks set so they
stand up like seedpearls on stiff silk.” Her paint-
ings present the same kind of image.

I t’s a split ticket at Martello Museum this

|

art circle

The sixteen paintings are all miniatures, the
largest measuring 12” x 9, and most about half
that size. They seem offhand. Most are watercol-

or on onion skin typing paper. A pencil drawing
appears on hotel! stationery. Only a couple are

Bishop paintings await hanging in the back room of East Martello Museu »

|

done on artist’s drawing paper. Bishop travelled
extensively and one can picture her packing her
typewriter and lighiweight onion skin for her
writing and a small watercol-
or kit for leisure time. No one
is as practical as a seasoned
traveller. Why pack two kinds
of paper? “There will be a slip
of something available at my
destination,” you can hear
her thinking, “or I'll just paint
on my typing paper.”

In a tiny landscape,
Bishop’s houses have some-
thing in common with
Grandma Moses’ flattened
perspectives, as though to
convert the three-dimension-
al structures to two-dimen-
sional drawing, the buildings
were just unfolded and splat-
ted down, It could lead one to
call the paintings primitive or
naive. However, look at those
trees — and that water!
There is some simple but
sophisticated brushwork hap-
pening. Evergreens are
defined with horizontal lines
wiggling into conifer shape and a light chop on
the lake is represented with rhythmic pattern,

Shuttle Bus Service
- Door to Daor -
Key West - Miami Beach
$45.00 one way » $59.00 round trip

A minlmum of 3 passengers is required for each trip
Reservations required 48 hours prior to departure

©L e inter t 5%
EOb %UTHARP Sl 246-40)
\eﬁfoﬁf DUVAL Fovz. oué Bt
@o@ncww»eﬂg:‘ 7
Ind:an 'Epe9+regand Mdl%

Casallanca
At Bogarts

A Tropical Inn with a

Cartbbean Stgle Restaurant
0-904 Duval St

Reservations - (305) 292-0372

Thvewvrvas « Mexi
@laeeware Ha %\mm ca"vonqc,.

S GALLERY

New Ol Pﬂinf‘ngs by
Eddie Mitchell-:
Janucry 9 28

Wofercolors by
: Kathleen Eigin ;
“January 30-February 18

~ Gallery Hours Daily 12-6
! }

1000 Duvel Street (305) 294:0067

LANDS END VILLAGE

at the foot of Margaret Street
2 Key West, Florid

305-296 0815 - 305-296.0637 -

design

ABELARDO ORTIZ - BENAVIDES

INTERIOR DECORATION

Residential & Commercial
Houses & Condominiums -
Gardens

(305) 296-7520
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She can deftly wrap the stripes of a comforter
over the edge of a bed and give us an idea of the
softness of a mattress — and then contrast that
with the solidity of the headboard.

Bishop became fascinated with Gregorio
Valdez, a true primitive painter, while in Key
West and wrote an essay about him. You will see
two of his works in the Martello show. The essay
“was very revealing about her as an artist,” says
Bill Benton, curator of the show. “She is
extremely sophisticated and shows she really
knows the art world when she's talking about
him.” He quotes her, “These primitive pictures
are dangerous to imitate and yet they have to
imitated.” Benton believes she was a deliberate
primitive. “I think this was a stance she took,”
he says, adding, “It wasn’t an unpopular stance
at the time.” He points to the borrowing of primi-
tive techniques by Matisse and Picasso, “It was
in the air and I'm sure she knew it.”

Many of the little paintings remind the
viewer of Matisse. A cozy chair in the corner of
aroom, a chandelier and its shadow. Her colors
are much more subdued than the impression-
ist pace-setter but her themes have a similar
simplicity.

Her Key West subjects include a dehghtful
rendering of Harris School with its flowering
hedge. Kites are flying overhead and ablue
conch bike leans against the tree. Another paint-
ing of tombstones in the cemetery brings to con-

'LOWEST PRICED FRAMING i
‘ LARGEST SELECTION OF PRINTS and
. POSTERS IN THE KEYS .

Discounts forA rnsts

: As‘k about our same:
day ﬁ ammg

511 l)uv‘ll St.. Kev West . 794 8:64 9 am - l( i

-art circle

sciousness the shade of a blooming poinciana
tree on a hot summer day.

This was a time of simple pleasures in Key
West, Bishop lived on White Street during
World War I It was a sailor town with a
bustling importance in the war. It was also dur-
ing the time Key West was the poorest city per
capita in the nation (after being the wealthiest
at the turn of the century). The town had
declared bankruptey just a few years before
Bishop moved in, and was so broke that the gov-
ernment considered evacuating all the residents
to another avea.

It may have been just that quality Bishop
found appealing. In her letters she said she
“liked Florida because it was so wild or so dilapi-
dated that it seems about to become wild again.”
It reminded her of her early childhood in a Nova
Scotia village. She like the Cuban touches —
paper flowers, blue sitting rooms, colored
streamers decorating a ceiling — and comment-
ed on them in her corresponence.

The other part of the show are the pho-
tographs of Bishop by famed photographer
Rollie McKenna. McKenna graduated from
Vassar half a dozen years behind Bishop, and
one of her first professional assignments was
photographing Bishop in 1951 in New York.
“She didn’t like New York,” says MeKenna, “She
got out rather quickly.”

She didn’t like the photos either. She felt they

made her look to “fat-faced”. McKenna attributes
the roundess to the asthma medication Bishop
always took. “But the eriticism didn’t daunt me,”
McKenna adds. “I just went on.”

Several years later, McKenna, who lives in
Key West, visited Bishop and her companion,
Lota, in Brazil. McKenna was travelling with
Henry-Russell Hitchcock on an assignment
from the Museum of Modern Art to document
“the flowering of modern architecture in post-
war Latin America.” It was a rugged itinerary
and she found herself ill and exhausted. She
took refuge at Bishop's house in Samammbaia,
While there, she photographed Bishop, Lota,
their house, and “Tobias the Cat and Sammy
the Toucan”.

McKenna’s black and white photographs are
poetry in themselves. The subjects look perfectly
at ease with the camera. Indeed the technology
is completely unobtrusive. You feel you're having
an idle moment with Bishop in complete privacy.

As is often the case with black and white
photography, the emotional impact is power-
ful. There is a strong bond with the subject
that is focussed by McKenna’s framing and
composition.

Together, the photographs and the paintings
offer an interesting insight into two talented and
intelligent women. Don’t miss this presenation
which will hang until February 7.

—Judi Bradford

and Decoratvu :

All major credit cards accepted

S

Indoor & Qutdoor Dining

The Gathering Place

at 700 Duval~ 292-4606 Can't Miss the Umbrellas!
Great Island Cuisine with a Caribbean Flavor

Fresh Local Seafood Vegetarian Dishes ~ Oak Burning Pizza Oven
fast9a.m- 11 am. ~ Lunch 1 am, -4 pm

. ~Happy Hour 4 - 6 pam. wnJ\GreatTropxcal Drinks & Munchies ~ Dinner 6 pm. - Midnight

ATTENTION
ADVERTISERS

Solares Hill is proud to announce a publishing
schedule of 26 issues d year.
Look for us every other Thursday.
We're happy to be able to offer you 26 opportunities
a year to reach our valuable readership.

Special Introductory Discount,
Hurry and sign by January 29, 1993, |

If you have an existing contract with us, now’s the
time to upgrade. If you're not advertising,
now’s the time to start.,

Find out about it! Call Michele at 294-3602.,
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FiISH MARKET
RESTAURANT

Serving The Finest Local Seafood
Tues - Wed - Thurs
All You Can Eat
Fried Fish or Fried Clams

2502 N. Roosevelt Blvd.
Open 11a.m. - 10 p.m.» 296-5891

GALLERY

e Fine Art L

o Pottery ® Masks @ Jewelry
¢ Hand Painted Furniture

814 Fleming Street ® (305) 296-2545
Open Mon - Sat 11 -5

Qyster Specidlities & A Lot More
Now Open Sunday: Noonto 11 PM
1114 Duval Street » 294-7061
Open 11AMto 11PM

RICHARD WATHERWAX
PHOTOGRRAPHY

OVER 30 YEARS' EXPERIENCE
IN ADVERTISING AND EDITORIAL PHOTOGRAPHY
—————— NATIONAL CLIENT§ ——- -~ —
COCA-COLA BUICK, EXXON, AT & 1, XEROX
TW.A, NABISCO AND REVLON
——————= LOCAL CLIENI§ ———— ~—
THE PIER HOUSE, KEY WEST ALOE, THE REACH
OCEAN KEY HOUSE, HOLIDAY INN, THE HYATT
GINGERBREAD GALLERY
AND SOLARES HILL PUBLICATIONS

744 BAKER'S LANE « KEY WEST, FLORIDA 33040
(305) 294-3740

art calendar

ARTAT YO SAKE

Lovers of Japanese culinary skills are no
doubt already aware of the show of new acrylic
painting by Mervyn aronoff at Yo Sake
Restaurant. .

Aronoffis a longtime student of zen arts
and studied sumi-¢, traditional brush and ink
painting on rice paper, with contemporary
master Toshio Kawai.

In a personal adaptation of the technique,
Aronoffinterprets visual experiences for the

western eye, emphasizing oriental composi-
tion and perspective. Reminiscent of Japanese
woodblock prints, Aronoff’s paintings portray
geisha women, samurai and zen artists in Key
West locales ohserving sunset form a widow’s
walk, moon watching or arranging flowers. It's
a difficult merging of two cultures that is
achieved with delicate grace.

AUDUBON HOUSE — “ A [Family of Harbor
Pilots"— Showing through January. Admission $5,
children under six free, AAA discount. Daily, 9:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. 205 Whitehead 5t, 294-2116.

Bonsar or KEy WEST — Wood and metal acces-
sories. Wood puzzle jewelry boxes, lamps, ceramic
fish, stone and wood fountains, origami

mobiles—all by local artisans. Tortugas photos and

bonsai sculptures. Open daily from 11a.m.to 7
p.m. 310 Duval Street. 294-2921,

CARAMBOLA GALLERY — M.E, Ching acrylics.
Roger Connelly watercolors; masks by Doris
Christie; acrylics by Harry Greene; pottery by Tom
Woodraff; hand-crocheted jewelry by Aenne
McWey; oils and painted furniture by Gay
Cunningham; oils on canvas by Mark Hagan.
Closed Tuesday and Thursday, other days 11 a,m,
to 5 p.m. 814 Fleming St. 296-2545,

CARIBE CONCEPTS GALLERY - Local artist
Phil Rote, erotic mermaid series, Darlene Emerich,
feline watercolors. 218 Whitehead S$t.11:30 a.m.- 7
p,m. daily, sometimes earlier and sometimes later.
294-3302.

LEE DODEZ SHOWROOM — The clay showroom
has closed down, Jay Gogin’s work can be seen at
Guild Hall Gallery and at FKCC. |

DoNKEY MILK HOUSE — Victorian paper dolls,
Books for kids. Historic china, country baskets,
scented candles and potpourri. Old town watercolors.
Daily, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 613 Eaton Street. 296-1866.

EAST MARTELLO MUSEUM & GALLERY —
Original watercolors by Elizabeth Bishop and
Photographs by Rollie McKenna. Daily, 9:30 a.m. to
5 p.m. $3 admission for adults. 3501 S. Roosevelt
Blvd. 296-3913.

FLoRrIDA KEYS COMMUNITY COLLEGE LIBRARY
GALLERY — The college will be closed for holiday
vacation until January 8 when a new show of
women's work will hang in the Library Gallery.
Junior College Rd., Stock Island, 296-9081, ext. 202.

GINGERBREAD SQUARE GALLERY — New John
Kiraly limited edition serigraphs. Thursday
through Monday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Closed Tuesday,
Wednesday. 1207 Duval St. 296-8900.

GODDESSES — Athena, goddess of war and wis-
dom, will be hosting the first full moon celebration
of the new year on January 8, from 7 to 10 p.m.;
performance at 8:30p.m. In the Temple, an inter-
pretive multimedium artistic journey into the
ancient forces of the feminine including portraits,
sculpture, performance art and art services. 717
Duval Street in the courtyard. 292-5058.

GRAND COLLECTION — Paintings, Asian
antiques, ancient artifacts, tribal arts, jewelry.
Daily, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m, Friday and Saturday, 10
a.m, to 10 p.m. 810 Duval St. 292-1331.

GREAT SOUTHERN GALLERY — Intricate pat-
terns of Lon Michaels on canvas. Art classes start
now: Jim Salem, acrylics; Sandford, watercolors;
Jonathan Williams, oils and life drawing with mod-
els in the garden. Daily, 11a.m. to 6 p.m, 910
Duval St. 294-6660.

GUILD HALL GALLERY — Eighteen key's artists
ina cooperative featuring the island’s widest vari-
ety of arts and fine crafts. Daily, 9:30 a.m. to 6:30
p.m. and often later. 614 Duval St. 296-6076.

HAITIAN ART COMPANY — Spirit flags, papier
mache, paintings, wood sculpture, metal cut-outs
by Haitian artists. Daily, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.We will be
open until 9 p.m. December 18-25, 600 Frances St.
296-8932.

HARRISON GALLERY - Works by Norman
Aberly, Nancy Bender, Mare Caren, Bill Ford, .
Wendy Gell, Helen Harrison and Susan Thayer.
Daily, noon to 5:30 p.m. except Sunday and
Monday or ring the bell. 825 White St. 294-0609.

HicH TIDE — Oil paintings and prints with local
flavor and also local artists. Affordable prices from
$5 to $300. Packing and shipping available. Daily,
9a.m. to 10 p.m. 826 Duval St. 293-0331.

ISLAND ARTS — Artist cooperative and consign-

" ment shop with a unique selection of local arts,

crafts and painted ohjects. Monday through
Sunday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., sometimes later. 112
Duval Street. 292-9909. !

ISLAND WELLNESS — “Conch Fritters” by visit-
ing New Mexico artist Joyce Mechelina Centofant.
Paintings by Jeff Wheeler. Daily, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
and by chance. 530 Simonton St. 296-7353.

JOY GALLERY ~— Works of Lucie Bilodeau, Jim
Warren, Irma Quigley and Douglas Greenwood.
Open 11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m,, sometimes later, 429
Caroline at the corner of Duval. 296-3039.

KALYPSO — A new gallery featuring the work of
Carrie Disrud, Suzanne Pereira and Jean Disrud.
Painted fabric garments, quilts, artwork. Jewelry of
painted paper and beads, silver and simi-precious
stones and collage, Daily except Wednesday, 10 a.m.
to 5:30 p.m. 609 Whitehead Street. 296-0977.

KENNEDY GALLERY — Peter Otfinoski outrageous
animals. Amanda Watt vibrant colorful acrylics.
Also, Abyszek mixed media and Tom Joris sculpture.
Oil paintings by Michele Kennedy. Watercolor
streetscapes by Robert Kennedy. Daily, 10a.m. to 9
p.m., maybe later, 1130 Duval St. 294-5997.

KENNEDY STUDI0S — Graphics, limited edition
prints. Daily, 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. 133 Duval St. 294-
5850; 9 a.m, to 10 p.m., 511 Duval St. 204-8564;
and 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. at 306 Front St. 293-0999.

Key WEST ART CENTER — Paintings by member
artists. Daily, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sunday 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. 301 Front St. 294-1241.
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Key WEST HANDPRINT FABRICS — Original
artwork of local artisians handscreened and
printed on fabric and made into wearable fash-
ions. Constant new designs and monthly themes,
Free factory tours of fabric being printed on
premises. Daily 10 a.m. to 6 p.m, 201 Simenton
St. 294-9535.

KEY WEST LIGHTHOUSE MUSEUM — History of
Keys lighthouses and technology of lighthouses.
Also, life of a lighthouse keeper. Daily, 9:30 a.m. to
5 p.m. Admission $4 adults, $1 children 7 to 15,
under 7 free, 938 Whitehead St. 294-0012.

KOKOPELLI SOUTHWEST GALLERY — “A touch of
Santa Fe." Jewelry, furniture, pottery and acces-
sories from New Mexico. Open daily 10 a.m, to 7
pm. 292-4144,

KuDU GALLERY OF TRIBAL ARTS — Tribal rugs
and kilims. African art, collector’s textiles, jewelry.
Also ethnic musical instruments, tapestries & toys.
Open 10a.m.-6 p.m. daily 1208 Duval St. 294-3771.

LEDABRUCE GALLERY — World-class gallery of
originals, many local artists. See our new Beverly
Hills Thrift Shop—costumes, deco furniture,
incredible shoes, pocketbooks, feather boas, any-
thing theatrical and magnificent. Stay in touch for
information on our Sunday concerts. Yoga on
Thursdays at 8 p.m. with Carol Christine. Tuesday
through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Oceanside on
U.S8. 1, MM 30.2, Big Pine. 872-0212.

LOEBER-STANTON GALLERY — Originals by
international artist Joe Loeber. By appointment.
1619 Atlantic Blvd. 296-8996.

LUcKY STREET GALLERY — “New Artists/New
Works” through January 5. Open daily 11a.m.-6
p.m., Sunday noon-6 p.m. 294-3973,

MILLER GALLERY — Contemporary paintings
and drawings, Chinese watercolors. By appoint-
ment. 517 Duval St. 2nd Floor. 294-7687.

PANDEMONIUM — An artist-owned and operated
gallery of modern ceramics, tiles and handpainted
clothes. New gift items from around the world and
also travle items. Special ceramic house numbers.
Sale corner of seconds. Open daily 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
and 8-10:30 p.m. 704 Duval St. 204-0351.

PEARL-BEAL STUDIO — New handpainted fur-
niture by Jeff Beal and Lenny Addorisio. Tuesday
through Sunday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 531 Whitehead
St. 294-0815.

PELICAN PooP SHOPPE — Haitian art, paint-
ings, metal sculpture, papier mache, wood carv-
ings, Ceramics by Mary Ann Worth. Daily, 10 a.m.
t0 6 p.m. 314 Simonton St. 292-9955. ’

PLANTATION POTTERS — Come see our new
arrivals. Functional and decorative ware from
some of America’s finest potters. Daily, 10a.m. to 6
p.m., except Friday and Saturday ‘til 9 p.m. 717
Duval St. 294-3143.

PS LANE GALLERY — Showing contemporary
work by nationally known artists. New work by
Scott Jones. “Small Works for Christmas” by
gallery artists through January 7.0pen daily noon
to 6 p.m. 1000 Duval St. 294-0067.

RED DooRs STUDIO AND GALLERY — Local
artisits and photographers. January 9, Sign of
Sandford, 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily. 800 Caroline
Street. 292-5042.

ROBINSON GALLERY — Featuring the art of
Wyland and other international artists. Daily, 10

art calendar

am. to 10 p.m. 711 Duval St. 292-1655.

SIGN OF SANFORD — Watercolors, handpainted
rugs, fabrics and bags, Preparing rugs and silk
hangings for a show in Boca Raton. Approximate
hours 10 a.m. to 3 p.m, “When the door’s open, I'm
open.” Closed Sunday. Located at the handpainted
awning, 328 Simonton St. 296-7493.

STUDIO 227 — Small active gallery of local
artists, featuring island images. Custom framing
using archival and museum techniques. Also pro-
fessional restorations. Call about clay classes.
Monday through Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 227
Petronia St. 294-7141.

SUNSET ARTS AND CRAFTS — Selected work by
local artists and craftsmen—many Mallory Square

vendors at the Sunset Celebration. Daily, 10a.m. to
9 p.m., often later. 414 Greene St. 296-7920.

TAR HeeL TRADING C0. — Functional and deco-
rative work from many of America’s best-known
craftsmen. Porcelain and silk jewelry, heirloom
toys and puppets, inlaid wood boxes, pottery, fused
glass and porcelain figurines. Daily, 10a.m, to 9
p.m. 802 Duval St. 294-8589.

TIBBINS P1P GALLERY — A working gallery fea-
turing local artists. Hours by appointment tem-
porarily. 1311 Pine Street. 294-0671.

WHITEHEAD STREET POTTERY — Stoneware,
porcelain, Raku vessels. Daily, except Tuesday, 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. 1011 Whitehead St. 294-5067.

. — Judi Bradford

| Exceptional
Properties

HARBOR LLODGE
Your own boat slip with a condo
in Key West! Luxury residences
on Garrison Bight ready for
immediate occupancy.
2 BR/2 BA, $219,000 - $349,000

KEY WEST BEACH CLUB
Every elegant condominium right on
the Atlaatic ...all the advantages of
the finest Key West lifestyle.

Five residences, 2 BR/2 BA to 3BR/3BA,
$305,000 - 419,000

W ADDELL STREET
Stuaning renovation in peaceful
neigiborhood ... wonderful outside

living space surrounding pool.
An excelleat bargain!
3 BR/2 BA, §295,000

1800 ATLANTIC
Great views! Several choices, some
furnished, all with the resort amenities
which make 1800 so desireable.

2 BR22 BA, from $160,000

..-and many other exclusive Key West
properties!

 Qpeach club
7

S brokers s

SALES « RENTALS + PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

800:545-9655
305:294.8433
FAX 305:294:0786
501 WHITEHEAD ST.
KEY WEST FL 33040
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rant in town”, says Masa Funahashi.

“Yosake is owned by Italians.” This
from a Japanese who is doing well at The Thai
Garden with Key West latest food fad, of the cui-
sine of the Kingdom of Siam.

Then there is Surita Suripant, about to open
what he claims to be our first Thai only restau-
rant at the old La Bodega on the corner of
Simonton and Olivia. At La Te Da, Siri Svasti is
busy producing his own distinctive mixture of
Thai-come-French creations. And, trusted
favorite Dim Sum has a Thai dish or two on the
card. The sorely tested taste buds of the Rock
are in danger of suffocation under mountains of
imported bean sprouts, stuffed wonton and
rivers of red and green curry.

Although La Te Da started all this, beating
Kyushu'’s Thai Garden opening by days,
Funahashi believes he has little to fear from the
competition. ‘I can only handle so many people”
he says. ‘I have a little tiny restaurant and local
people love it. My chefs are a real find. They
would compete favorably in Miami or New
York.” He claims Suripant was a neighbor across
the street when he ran his previous restaurant
in Fort Lauderdale, and is amused by his arrival
in Key West. Svasti is less complimentary,
claiming that the Bodega site was purchased as
long ago as April of this year. At the time he was
a partner in the enterprise but dropped out
“because it was taking so much time to get
going”. Suripant opened on December 27th.
According to Masa Funahashi, that's a postpone-
ment of a couple of weeks from the previously
scheduled December 15th. .

Meanwhile, over at La Te Da, behind a truly
breathtaking seasonal fagade, a combination of
Candyland meets the Good Ship Lollipop, Siri
Svasti exudes confidence. He’s having a ball mix-
ing ‘French and Thai influences’. And very pretty
it sounds. How about a boneless chicken breast
marinated in red curry and coconut milk, grilled

and served with fruited cucumber relish and
deep-fried basil leaves? Or stuffed cheese won-
ton? This is a mixture of cream cheese, chili paste
and goats cheese wrapped in wonton skin, deep-
fried and served with guacamole. Then there are
mussels, steamed in a galangal and lime broth
with just a touch of chili and fresh cilantro.

114 Kyushu is the only real Japanese restau-

key's kitchen

Tempted?

The current sadness is that this fare is avail-
able only in the evening. The Thai influence has
yet to make it’s mark on “the only brunch all-
day, every-day menu in Old Town”, Svasti
claims good figures for the slower months of the
year, His aim, he says, is to produce unusual
and affordable food that gets away from the
standard Key West fare. Worthy stuff.

The Thai Garden at Kyushu

That’s the news story. How does all this taste
and cost. The “New Bodega” had yet to announce
a menu or serve a meal at press time, so we'll
have to get to that as and when. Suriya Suripant
says we are asked to the opening party.

The Thai Garden at Kyushu is decorated and
disguised to look like a scparate restaurant. The
intelligent will, however, note the use of the
same front door. Here, the sheer number of
items on the menu suggest this must be value
for money. But dollar for dollar the prices more
or less equal La Te Da’s predictably lavish pre-
sentation, Chef’s Noi and Tong Poon (Tom to all)
produce a pretty tasty dinner. With a choice of
sixty dishes on take out, the influence seems to
owe something to Peking as well as Bangkok.
Funahashi says he’s packing in locals who come
time and again.

Dim Sum has always and probably will
always serve some of the best tasting, best value
food in town, Suffice it to say their Thai contri-
butions are right up to the mark and of the stan-
dard we have come to expect from this little
hideaway behind Antonia’s. .

But right now La Te Da is picking up all the
prizes, And it really ain’t overly expensive. It just

looks and feels that way. And that's a just fine
combination for a town that's often higher on style
than bank balance. Eating the Thai Beef Salad
(tossed with cucumber, onion, red and green pep-
pers, celery, tomatoes and toasted rice in a spicy
lime dressing) is, for $6.95, a fine experience. The
beautiful people are thrown in for free.

Welcome back La Te Da. Duval Street needs
more like you. We missed you while you was gone.

Finally all national cuisines suffer some in
translation as they reach these shores. For the
real thing try the Moeng Thai Cafe. You'll have
to travel; it’s buried in a teeming back street
somewhere on the left bank of that big, wide and
muddy river in old Bangkok. Here, for the price
of a scooter-rickshaw ticket, they serve a sensa-
tional Tod Mun Pla. Fried Hot Fish Balls to you. -
From the back of a well worn and stained enve-
lope is how they is how they fix it for four:

Take four peeled and chopped garlic cloves,
twenty peppercorns, four finely chopped corian-

. der roots, a pinch of sugar and three dried chill-

is. Throw them in a food processor and make a
thick paste. Take one and a half pounds of
skinned fish fillets and add them to the paste, a
little at a time. The result should be a paste that
is smooth in texture, Now add a tablespoon each
of plain flour and soy sauce. Shape the mixture
into twenty or so balls about one inch in diame-
ter. Heat five tablespoons of vegetable oil in a
wok or deep frying pan and fry the fish ballsa
few at a time, until brown all over. Remove from
the pan with a slotted spoon, drain and arrange
on a serving dish.

Accompany this with half a cucumber peeled
and thinly sliced in a separate dish. Mix a tea-
spoon of vinegar, two tablespoons of water, a tea-
spoon of sugar, two green shallots (peeled and
finely chopped) and one small carrot, peeled and
grated. Sprinkle this mixture over the cucumber.

Serve the fish balls piping hot with the
cucumber salad as a eool side dish.

All the necessary ingredients should be found
right here in Key West. Try the Waterfront
Market or Faustos first.

In Thailand they drink a lot of iced tea with
this sort of food. A personal view says a cold
Corona is better.

Bon Appetit. .
— Richard Day

Brand New Satellite Dish
For The Best Sports
in Town {
920 Caroline Street ° 296-4245

Open 12 - 12 Monday - Sunday
Jumbo Margaritas
Indoor & Qutdoor Dining
509 1/2 Duval + 294-9215

‘For The Dive Of Your Life
Exclusively thru
Captain's Corner

"Tropical Mike"
PADI-OWSI 38679
Zero Duval St.

Key West, FL 33040

Experience the excitement of
Specialty Diving
All programs conform
to.your schedule
. Wide selection available -
Bus) 305-296-8865 Referrals (Res) 305-745-2033

PPER DUVAL STREET
The Upscale End of Town

First
National
TT= OFMhe Rorida Reys

1075 Duval Street
294-4817

L Valladares & Soft

The Oldest Newstand in Key West

Out Of Town Newspapers Grecting Cards
Paperbacks Magazines

1200 Duval Street » 296-5032
New York Times - Wall Street Journal

GREENPEACE

An Environmenta! Store

719 Duval Street + 206-4442

FLAMINGO
CROSSING
Home-Made
Tropical Ice Creams
+Non-Fat Frozen Yogurt
»Tropical Garden Setting
sMade Fresh Daily + Free Tastings
*Fiorida Keys' Finest Key Lime Ple
Open daily noen-11pm, Fri & Sat il Midnight
1105 {)uvﬂl gtreet + 296-612

VIVA ZAPATA!
‘Tradltional
Mexican Fare
Daily Southwestern
Speclals
Come Enjoy Our
Poolstde dining
Open 7 Nights
until 11:30 p.m.

903" Daval Street « 296-3138
Open 7 nights until 11:30 p.m.

HANDMADE CREATIONS

ENVIRONMENTALLY
SENSITIVE GIFTS
1124 DUVAL STREET

294-6480

GOOLEHOME COOKIN?

Put a little South in yo' mouth!
Open for Dinner Daily at 6:30pm

915 Duval » Old Key West » 296-6700

- - . City Beach
|

WHITEHEAD

Uptown Duval Street captures the
aura of Key West’s 01d Town in a small,
tasteful slice; Here high fashion
elegance snuggles with down-home
funk and neighborhood service stores,

(Each business is keyed into the map. Check the
bottom left corner of each box for the number.)

e :

« ¥ Tar Heel Trading Co.
Fine American Handcrafls
@ Open Daily « 802 Duval St.

{

NE
pl

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Daify
1102 Duval St « 292-7009

& zr
e ’
WILLIAM
e
Newly restored Erropean style guest
housa located one olock from the ocean.
Luxurlous queensize rooms. sun deck.
spa, continental breakfast buffet.
1317 Duval Street
Key West, Fi 33040 « (305) 294-8233

At Larry's creale
your own Nulri-
{tous Non-Fat
Yogurt Treatt
We striply add your
favorite mix-ins
..fresh strawber-
rles, bananas,
mango, coconul,
candics, caokles...

Open 7 Days/Nites
1075 Duval St. 294-2301
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DONKEY MILK HOUSE ' < t
SoNGTMIERONE  pestaurant directory

Experience the vitality of Ofd
Key West in this award-

winning restoration. Wander
through two floors of rare d
features & quaint artifacts, $3. g
Also Country Victorian Gift Shop

DAILY 10-5 + 613 EATON STREET » 206-1866

Key West's finest
spiral sliced honey
spiced glazed ham

Half or Whole Hams
% Smoked Turkey

Box Lunches
Whole Bean
Gourmet Coffees

N
M ¢
M :' f M .:";
R

" A laste that is ouf of this world.”
Visit our store — we sample!
925 Toppino Drive ¢ 292-6444

For Sorne Of Life's Most Deuclous Moments

Perrys;
Restaurant
& Lounge
¢ Fresh Local Seafood
e Steaks ¢ Chops
* Garden Fresh Salads
¢ Mouth Watering Appetizers
¢ Greek & Continental Specialties
Key West  Openliam.-10pm Key Largo

3800 N. Roosevelt Sun - Thurs., MM. 102.5
Bhd. am.- 11 pm (305} 451-1834
{305) 294-8472 Frid - Sat

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

A Fabulous Selection Of Cooking
Tools & Kitchen Supplies
Business Hours

Monday - Saturday: 9-6
Sunday: closed

925 Truman Avenue
Key West, Florida 33040
305-294-7994

ANTONIA'S RESTAURANT, 15 Duval Street.
Excellent Northern Italian cuisine in friendly, ele-
gant atmosphere. Dinner served from 7 to 11 p.m,
nightly. Visa, Mastercard. 294-6565,

ASIA CHINESE RESTAURANT, 221 Duval Street.
Dine outdoors on our rooftop deck or backyard
pation or in air conditioned comfort in Key West's
newest Chinese Restaurant. Chef Ming from Hong
Kong offers 20 years of experience in Far East
Cuisines. Lunch specials from $4.95. Open daily
from 11:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. Carry out and free deliv-
ery available. Major credit cards accepted. 292-0090.

BiLL's KEy WEST FiSH MARKET AND
RESTAURANT, 2502 N. Roasevelt Boulevard. A local
favorite serving the finest local seafood from 11
a.m. to 10 p.m., daily. Tuesday through Thursday.
all-you-can-eat fish or fried clams. Fish market
open 9 a.m. to 10 p.m: 296-5891.

CASABLANCA CAFE, 900-904 Duval Street. A
tropical inn serving imaginative Caribbean-style
cuisine, fresh local seafood, stone crab claws (in
season), shrimp, and such mainstays as prime rib,
steaks and pasta. Dine in a lush, tropical setting.
Also located on the grounds is Bogart's Irish Pub,
which boasts the largest selection of imported and
domestic beers on draft. Open at 6 p.m., daily.
296-0815.

CRAB SHACK, 908 Caroline Street across from
Land’s End Village. Fresh seafood served from 11
a.m. to 10:30 p.m., daily. Peel-your-own spicy
steamed shrimp every day. Widest variety of crab
dishes on the island. We also cook your catch as you
like it. For the landlubber, charbroiled steak and
prime rib. Blue plate specials nightly. Dine indoors
and out. 294-9658.

EL LORO VERDE, 404 Southard Street. More than
a Mexican restaurant, El Loro Verde presents inno-
vative yet authentic variations of both Mexican and
Caribbean dishes. Popular for its cafe atmosphere,
El Loro Verde now features a full liquor bar in its
new dining room. 296-7298.

FLAMINGO CROSSING, 1105 Duval Street. The
locals’ favorite dessert spot features freshly-made-
daily ice creams, sorbets, honey yogurts, sundaes
and shakes. Also enjoy Florida Keys Finest Key
Lime Pie in a tropical garden setting. Open daily
from noon to 11 p.m. and midnight Friday and
Saturday. 296-6124, '

HALF SHELL Raw Bar, Land’s End Village, foot
of Margaret Street. Serving lunch and dinner til?
Freshest shrimp, fish and lobster direct from their
own fish market at'the shrimp docks. Cash only.
294-7496.

JERRY’S OYSTER BAR & GRILL, 1114 Duval
Street. Serving lunch and dinner daily.
Specializing in Oysters Moscow or Rockerfeller
plus raw or steamed. Much more than an oyster
bar, offering chicken, baby back ribs, New York
strip steak, combo platters, sampler platters,
kabobs, appetizers, salads, soups, sandwiches and
desserts. 204-7061.

JIMMY BUFFETT’S MARGARITAVILLE CAFE, 500
Duval Street. Opens 11 am. for lunch, dinner, and
late night rock and roll, starting at 10:30 p.m.
Serving fresh seafood, meats, salads & Key West
favorites: Conch chowder/fritters, squid rings and
the famous Cheeseburger in Paradise. 202-1435.

LARRY'S IcE CREAM & YOGURT, 1075 Duval

Street within Duval Square. Open seven daysand
nights. Truly gourmet ice cream in scrumptious fla-
vors and custom mixed fresh fruit frozen yogurt.
Experience a variety of treats inside and out
including original Key West smoothies and
coladas. 294-2301.

Loule’s BACKYARD, 700 Waddell on the Atlantic
Ocean. Featuring international cuisine in a restau-
rant ranked among South Florida's best. Dining
inside or outdoors on the water. Enjoy cocktails on
the Afterdeck Bar. Open from 11:30 am. to 2 a.m.
294-1061 for dining reservations.

MANGO’'S, 700 Duval Street. Great island cuisine
with a Carribean flavor, local seafood and vegetari-
an dishes, Daily hours are breakfast, 9 a.m. to 11
a.m.; lunch, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Happy Hour, 4 p.m to
6 p.m. with tropical drinks and munchies; dinner, 8
p.m til midnight. Outdoor seating on Duval. Large
inside dining room. All major credit cards. 292-4606

MANGROVE MAMA’S, mile marker 20 on Sugarloaf
Key. Featuring natural and local seafood served in
an olde tyme Keys atmosphere. Dining inside in an
old 1919 “Flagler building” or outside under the
banana trees. Enjoy the wine bar with a large selec-
tion of wines by the glass. Open from 11:30 a.m. to .
10 p.m. For dining reservations and entertainment
schedule, call 745-3030.

OCEAN CLUB RESTAURANT & LOUNGE, at the
Reach Resort, Simonton at the beach. Dine under
the stars and enjoy gourmet cuisine prepared with
Caribbean flair. French pastries baked daily.
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner daily, and a
Sunday Brunch that many say is “without a doubt
the best on the island.” Dine oceanfront or indoors.
Visit our new piano lounge open Tuesday through
Sunday. All major credit cards accepted. 296-5000.

PERRY'S OF THE FLORIDA KEYS, 3800 North
Roosevelt Blvd. and in Key Largo. Open seven days.
Featuring local seafood, prime rib, salad bar, key
lime pie. “Where friends meet to eat and'drink.” All
major credit cards accepted. 294-8472.

PT’s LATE NIGHT BAR & GRILL, 920 Caroline
Street. Number one locals spot. Large portions and
small prices. Grilled dolphin, smoked baby back
ribs, chicken, steak fajitas, best prime rib in town,
fried alligator. Large screen TVs. Food served until 3
a.m., cocktails until 4 a.m. Visa, MC. 296-4245.

RoorFTOP CAFE, 310 Front Street, in the heart of
Old Town offering rooftop and indoor seating.
Breakfast9a.m.to 11a.m,, lunch 11a.m.to4 p.m,,
daily. Dinner until 11 p.m. Live entertainment
weekends. 294-2042,

LIGHTHOUSE CAFE, 917 Duval Street.
Specializing in wonderful Southern Italian and
seafood dishes, served in a beautiful garden set-
ting or cozy indoor dining room. Open for dinner 7
to 11 p.m. Reservations suggested, Diner’s Club,
Visa. 286-7837.

SAVANNAH, 915 Duval Street. Fine Southern
home cooking featuring dixie delectables like
mouth-watering fried chicken, cornbread, collard
greens, fresh fish, and unbeatable mash potatoes.”
Dine in a grand old conch house or outside in a tropi-
cal garden setting. Open for dinner daily at 6:30
p.m. 296-6700.

SHALOM KEY WEST, 601 Duval Street (3 doors off
Duval on Southard). Key West's only Glatt Kosher
restaurant, specializing in vegetarian and authentic
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Open 7 days { i
W T | [ s o e
11:30-3pm e\ e
A ESTRURAILT & WIMIE BAR . Dinner Free Pool - 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. & midnight - 4 a.m"
5:30- 10 pm (all day Sunday )

Middle Eastern delicacies as shwarma,
babaganoush, felafel, shish kabob. Open daily from
10 a.m. to midnight. Closed Friday evening until
Saturday at sundown. Call 294-3584,

SouTH BEACH SEAF0OD & RAW BAR, on the
beach at the ocean end of Duval Street, Fresh Key
West Seafood, baby-back ribs, chicken, steak, oys-
ters, clams, nightly specials. Serving beer and wine,
Dine inside or outside on our beach deck . Open 7
a.m. to 10 p.m. serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.
294-2727.

STICK & STEIN SPORTS ROCK CAFE, North
Roosevelt Blvd, in Key Plaza (next to K-Mart).
Featuring an impressive selection of appetizers, sal-
ads, sandwiches, pizza and a variety of entrees from
T-bone steak to shrimp in a basket at the best prices
in town. Open daily for lunch, dinner and late night
snacks. Pool and darts from 10 a.m. to 4 a.m. Major
credit cards accepted. 296-3352.

TAMARINDS, at Duval Square, 1021 Duval Street.
Key West's newest café offers breakfast, lunch and
dinner. Our menu features eggs, grilled seafood,
fresh salads, sandwiches, burgers, soups and lus-
cious desserts at affordable prices, presented in an
innovative manner with a Caribbean flavor. Enjoy
dining inside or outside in ouir relaxing oasis.
Breakfast 8 to 11:30 a.m., lunch 11:30 a.m, to 3:30
p.m., dinner 6:30 to 11 p.m. Takeout. 294-2809.

TURTLE KrAALS, Land's End Village, foot of
Margaret Street. Harbor view dining for lunch and
dinner. Great hamburgers, seafood—check out the
music, Visas/Mastercard. 294-2640.

Viva ZAPATA, 903 Duval Street. Traditional
Mexican fare, Daily Southwestern specials. Enjoy
our poolside dining. Open seven nights until 11:30
p.m. 296-3138.

Y0 SAKE, 722 Duval Street. Neo-Japanese inside
or torchlit garden dining; traditional Japanese and
original island ereations. Full sushi bar. Dinner
nightly, 6 to 11:30 p.m. 294-2288.

K
i

_® Tatami rooms
tor private parties.
¢ Menu featuring
specials &
traditional
favorites

SISNIN AOOD » SAUNRIA AOOD « AO0A ‘C[OOD

JAPANESE 1
CUISINE & SUSHI BAR
722 DUVAL » KEY WEST * 294 2288

Ak,

M.M. 20 Sugarloaf Key

Natural and seafoods
served in an olde tyme
Keys atmosphere
745-3030

14 Pool Tables - eDanBoards 10am.-4am
Liguor Store - Lottery - Food
10¢ Chicken Wlnge * 10¢ Peel & Eat Shrimp
Durlng NFL Games
Key Plaza - Next To K Mart 296-3352

MA%ARITAVILLE

» 500 DUVAL — 292-1435

2310 Front Str el 294 2042

B AR

Pradise Dental Care

Excellence in Service, Esthetics & Technique

E. Wm. Goldner, D.D.S.

New Location: #1 Luani Plaza, 1460 Kennedy Drive
New Phone: 293-9876

Northern Italian Cui

sine

6 p.m. to 11 p.m, » Visa, MC, Diner's Club, American Express + Catering Available

615 Duval Street « 294-6565
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RED BARN THEATER

1fyou don't have a good time at Bad Habits,
check your pulse - it may be later than you
think! The latest Red Barn production is a
sparkeling holiday present fea-
turing some of our most talent-
ed actors playing their best
roles to date.

Congratulations to director
Richard Magesis. He has tuned
the action so well in this zany
script that you forget it all takes
place on a relatively small stage.
Instead of a traffic jam, he comes
up with a wild game of wheel
chair checkers interspersed with
some nimble chase scenes.

The award-winning play was
written by Terrance McNally. It

alsle seat

He's the darling of the talk show circuit, and no
wonder, His theory is that everything in life is
bad for you from, Andrew Lloyd Webber musi-
cals to crunchy peanut butter, so you might as
well enjoy yourself. He promotes cigarette

made the move from Off-
Broadway to the Booth Theatre
in 1974. But there's nothing
dated about this version. It fits right in with the
90s lifestyles, where recovery is the in thing.
The play is set in two different sanatariums
- where patients are trying to recover from their
“bad habits.” Act T is set at Dunelawn and Act I1
at Ravenswood. Each has its own cast of charac-
ters with the actors playing dual roles.
Dr. Pepper (Tom Murtha) runs Dunelawn.

 REDBARN
. THEATRE

 PRESENTS

Left to right: Frank Speiser, Dorian Beach and Gordon E. Mackey featured in

Bad Habits at the Red Barn Theatres,

smoking and Beefeater in martinis. He’s aided
by Otto (Frank Speiser) who clicks his heels
together at the drop of an olive.

The scene begins as two newlyweds arrive for
treatment. They are the Pitts - April (Paula Jo
Chitty) and Roy (Art Nicholas). Every resort,
and maybe every sanatarium, has a couple like
this — loud and obnoxious. If you're squeamish

about four-letter words this is the part where
you hold your ears. Enter Dolly Scupp (Jessica
Steele) who is there for a visit with hubby.
Harry (Joe DeLuca). These two are killing each
other, but not with kindness.

Another twosome having
relationship problems are a cou-
ple of fey bluebloods, Hiram
Spane (Gordon E: MacKey) and
Francis Tear (Michael
Mulligan). Their scenes are
priceless and possibly the most
bizarre you'll ever see. Nothing
is sacred as these patients rant
about premature ejaculation,
Welsh corgies, casting agents,
electric eels and Mel Gibson.

The insanity begins again in
Act I at Ravenswood where the
spellbinding Dr. Toynbee (Tom
Murtha) is in charge. This char-
acter is so saintly he practically
levitates on stage. A beatific
smile graces his serene face as he floats along
followed by a radiant glow. Treatment here con-
sists of zapping the inmates with tranquilizers
and lining them up in their wheel chairs facing
the sun. Dr, Toynbee's staff includes Nurse
Benson (Paul Jo Chitty), a character who makes
Nurse Rached seem kindly, and adorable
fledgling Nurse Hedges (Dorian Beach). Bruno

THE

RED BARN'

W THEATRE:

PRESENTS
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(Frank Speiser) is the gardner who is dying to
trim Miss Hedges. The patients are My, Blum
(Joe DeLuca), a man with a penchant for garter-
belts; Mr. Ponce (Gordon E. Mackey), a rubber-
necked rummy; Mr. Yamador (Art Nicholas), a
man consumed with a desire for flesh (and fin-
gernails!), and Hugh Gumbs (Michael
Mulligan), whose habit is so vile it can only be
whispered in Dr. Toynbee's ear. His presence
takes the starch out of Nurse Benson and her
uniform. “Bad Habits” is broad comedy at its
best with a terrific cast.

Set Designer Gary McDonald has used his
magic powers to create a marvelous workable
set and the costumes by Victoria Blacksin and
Jessica Steele are perfect.

The Red Barn Theatre is located at 319
Duval Street. For reservations call 296-9911,

ST. PAULS CHURCH

In its nineth year, “Christmas At St. Pauls”
has become a cherished tradition filling the
church to capacity each season. Concert co-ordi-
nators Anne McKee and Susan Hawkens gath-
ered together a marvelously varied group of tal-
ented people to perform, Their words, music
and songs rang out in an unforgettable evening
of shared joy. From the moment the Fabulous
Spectrelles gave their breathy introduction for
“Winter Wonderland” to the glorious “Silent

Night” sung by Jacqueline Williams, it was a
night to remember.

SAN CARLOS INSTITUTE

For many of us the Christmas season
wouldn’t be complete without a performance of
the “Nutcracker Suite”, Written by Peter Ilyich
Tehaikovsky, the first performance took place
exactly one hundred years ago in St.
Petersburg, Russia with Czar Alexander IIl in
attendance. In Key West this year we were
treated to a capsule version “Nutcracker in a
Nutshell” by The Ballet School choreographed
by Denise Plouffe. It was a delight - beautifully
staged and costumed with enchanting special
effects. The dancers were well rehearsed and
gave a thoroughly enjoyable performance. The
production captured all the magic of the
Christmas Eve fantasy. Paul Vitali was striking
Herr Drossel-Meyer and Shanel Pazo and
Rebecca Rogan gave fine performances as Clara
and Fitz. The “Snow Forest” was especially
lovely and “The Land of Sweets” offer many
treats. We hope this will be a tradition. Adding
to the festivities, the program included caroling
by St. Mary's Star of the Sea Church Choir with
Steve Wright conducting, and Music of the
Florida Keys performed by the Cuban Conch
Band, directed by Buddy Chavez.

— Jane Phillips
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A Mystery Farce
by Jack Sharkey

Directed by
Carole MacCartee

DEC. 22,23,25,26,27
& DEc. 30- JAN. 3
Curtain: 8 pm. Tickets: $12

& AT
: Hlovwery
"Witty and Sophisticated;

,:E: Murder has never been this funny.”
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o presents

The Internationally Acclaimed
Modern Dance Troupe

LovE LETTERS BY A.R. GURNEY
DIRECTED BY RICHARD MAGESIS/JOY HAWKINS

A truly exciting concept in casting awaits us all. Performed by a
different pair of your favorite Key West actors Mondays and
Tuesdays throughout the season. Each performance will be dif-
ferent; each interpretation unique.

By TERRENCE MCNALLY

DIRECTED BY RICHARD MAGESIS

An Insane Comedy
DECEMBER 16 - JANUARY 17

gu* BOX OFFICE: 206-0911
ge™ . 319 DUVAL STREET, REAR

“T8pecial Peel Your Own Shrimp
Steamed in ocur own [stanhd Splces
Still Hungry? Have one refill on us!

featuring Blue plate 8pecials Nightly
® ATTENTION FISHERMEN e

We will cook your catch — as you like it!
FEATURING FOR THE LANDLUBBER

1CH,4REROILED STEAK & PRIME STEAK

JOYCE TRISLER
DANSCOMPANY

January 15 & January 16 2 B
Curtain: 8:00 oTickets: $17 |-
Ticket Info and Reservations: 296-1520

PEpGAmAETS

“estag wioTeamd, Maaben, oy ki, Tai Pt
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calendar of events

NOW THAT THE FOX NETWORK has filmed its
last “Key West" series episode (or maybe not)(see story
page 1) and we've somehow managed to survive the holi-
day scurry to find something interesting to buy on Duval
Street among the barrage of overpriced tee-shirts, we can
alkget on with the more serious business of being seen at
this season’s cultural events.

DURING THE NEXT TWO WEEKS you'll have a
chance torub shoulders with a gathering of literary nota-
bles at our annual Key West Literary Seminar; sip fine
wines by candlelight at a Vintner's dinner; hear a
resounding sunset choral presentation; see a duo of totally
bonkers Terrence McNally plays. Sounds pretty splashy
for such a far-away island in the sun, doesn't it?

Tor specific details of when and where, check the
events listed below.

DECEMBER 30 — January 3. Final performances of
The Murder Room at Waterfront Playhouse, Mallory
Square at 8 p.m. $12. 204-5015. Carole MacCartee, whose
eye and ear for detail is razor-sharp, directs a cast of
wicked suspeets in a witty and sophisticated mystery
farce.

CONTINUTING ‘TIL JANUARY 7 — Bad Habits,
Red Barn Theatre. 319 Duval Street 8 p.m. $15. 296-9911.
A cast of real dippos appear in a duo of satirical plays by
Obie winner Terrence McNally. Just by coincidence,
events take place in two highly questionable sanitaria.
Who better to direct such madness than mad Richard
Magesis? .

JANUARY 1 — New Years Day Fireworks. On the
beach at the Pier House, One Duval Street at 9 p.m.
Sponsored by Rotary and major hotels. Rockets blast off;
fireballs light the sky —just what we all need to assuage
the headache or heartache of the night before.

JANUARY 2 — 1.8, Naval Academy Choral
Presentation on Mallory Docks at 5:30 p.m. Come hear a
rousing performance by a chorus of young men and young
women singing against the backdrop of Tank Island,
which will never (hooray) house a Ritz Carlton.

JANUARY 4 — Literary Landmark Celebration. 624
White Street 11:30 a.m. The Key West poet, Elizabeth

& FURNITURE

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

® Key Carpet is the only “Serious” oftice
Furniture Dealer in town. We are experts
in Work Stations, new Computer Desks,
Ergonomic Seating & Executive Furniture.
We do not handle furniture that you have
to assemble, where drawers are tough to
pull out and have oriental seating that
won't hold up.

Our selection and pricing is consistent
with Miami and we aren’t 300 miles round
trip for a salesman or a repairmar.

Give the Hometown Guy a Chance!

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
2330 North Roosevelt Blvd.
294-4071

“We ARE residential & commerclal interlors” -

Bishop, lived in the romantic, shuttered, Bahama-style
house on White Street from 1938 to 1946, Today, the public
is invited to join members of the international press and
members of Key West's literary elite at a dedication cer-
mony during which 2 commemorative plaque designating
the house as a literary landmark will be installed on the
now-historic residence. Afterwards, the current tenants
can return to their private lives.

JANUARY 4, 5, 11,12 — Frank Speiser Performs at
the Rooftop Cafe, 310 Front Street at 9 p.m. Theatre wiz
Frank Speiser does a crackerjack impersonation of Lenny
Bruce and none of the incandescent comedians wicked
view of life is omitted.

JANUARY 6 — Boat Building Classes, sponsored by
the Key West Rowing CLub. Sign-up at the club’s historic
boathouse at Land’s End Marina. Classes meet
Wednesday evening from 6 to 10 p.m. and Saturday morn-
ing from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. $400 per person. By the end of the
6 week session you'll know everything you need to know to
build your own 13 foot Beetle Cat. The boat built by the
class will be available for students use when not being
used as a club rental. Now is that an enterprising scheme
or what?

JANUARY 6 AND 7 — Session 1 Pre-Literary
Seminar Poetry Workshop. Pier House Caribbean Spa at
One Duval Street. $214. 293-9291 for possible last minute
registration. Participants will benefit from readings,
group discussions, and individual poetry evaluations by
J.D. McClatchy, Lloyd Schwartz and Elizabeth Spires. A
second session takes place January 10 and 11 following
the Literary Seminar.

JANUARY 7 TO JANUARY 10 — Key West Liteary
Seminar. (See page 20). The poetry of Elizabeth Bishop
which will be explored by an impressive list of contempo-
rary poets.

JANUARY 9 AND 10 — Boca Grande Race. Hosted by
the Key West Sailing Club, with headquarters on Sailboat
Lane by Steadman’s Boatyard. Boats of all sizes are invit-
ed to join a vigorous race out to Boca Grande on Saturday
followed by an overnight rendezvous with requisite party-
ing, and aleisurely cruise back to homeport on Sunday.

THERAPY
FOR THE
MIND
AS WELLAS
THE BODY

BICYCLE
THERAPY

JANUARY 10 — Winemaker’s Dinner. A monthly
occurance at the Pier House, One Duval Street at 7:30
p.m. $100 per person. Call 296-4600, ext. 555 to reserve a
table. At this month’s vintner's gala, generous pourings of
fine wines and Roederer Champagnes will accompany a
lavish 4 course meal, Salut!

JANUARY 11— Audubon Society Monthly Meeting,
Indigenous Park, White Street. Members get together on
the second Monday each month at 5 p.m. Contact
President Greta Ford, 294-4927, tojoin. Here's a chance to
get together with other folks who share your interest in
the great outdoors and all its creatures.

JANUARY 13 — Horticultural Program: Bonsai, spon-
sored by the Key West Garden Club at the West Martello
Garden Center by White Street Pier at 9:30 a.m, Here's
something to keep meditative gardeners busy.

JANUARY 14 — Stained Glass Making
Demonstration. Key West Art Center. 301 Front Street.
2:30 p.m. If bonsai is not your thing, perhaps learning the
art of colored glass design would come in handy. After all,
Christmas is only three-hundred and forty-five days away!

JANUARY 14 — 18th Annual Ft. Lauderdale to Key
West Sailboat Race. For information on entering, call
Kathy Devitt at 305-524-5500. Imagine. A number of dedi-
cated mariner’s have been making this annual run for 18
years! The spirit of the race and unrestrained comraderie
at dockside parties afterward are what it's all about.

JANUARY 14, 15,16 — Merry Widow, Presented by the
Monroe County Fine Arts Council. 1st night in Islamorada
at the Island Community Church; 2nd night at Sugarloaf

-School; 3rd night in Marathon at Kirk of the Keys. 8 p.m.

$15. The English version of Franz Lehar's operatta is per-
formed in concert form by members of the Florida Keys
Symphony and the Florida Keys Opera Chorus.

JANUARY 15 AND 16 — Joyce Trisler Danscompany,
Tennessee Williams Fine Arts Center, Stock Island at 8
p.m, $17. 296-1520. Dance lovers dresed to the nines
cheered this modern dance ensemble in New York, Paris
and Berlin. Now, we jeans-clad Key Westers will join their
roster of international admirers,

' —Judith Gaddis
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recently released new recordings: Leanna
Colling’ Simple Way To Be, and Matthew
Jampol's Classic Lullabyes,

Co-produced by Collins, Lonnie Jacobson and
Woody Allen, and recorded and mixed by Dan
Simpson at Private Ear Studios, Simple Way To Be
is a chocolate mousse: upbeat, cool and jazzy,
smooth and sweet,

Jacobson and Allen also lend their consid-
erable playing abilities to the effort. As a matter of
fact, the dazzling assemblage of musicians is
straight out of a singer’s dream. A partial listing
includes mainstream luminaries Kenny Drew, Jr.,
Peter Balin, Roger Guth and Steve Gilmore, along
with the finest of our local players, including Tim
McAlpine, Dave Burns, Paula Jo Chitty and Marty
Stonely. The stellar cast makes for a multi-tex-
tured, deeply satisfying collection, liberally sea-

T wo of Key West’s best musical minds have

185

soned with excellent solos.

Collins plays accoustic guitar on several cuts,
and the lady’s fine voice shines brightly through-
out. There are many highlights, not the least of
which are the original compositions by Collins
with collaborator Nancy Awsumb. One of these,
the title tune which closes Side B, is the pick of the
bunch. Its gently rolling changes and touching
lyrics are set in a delicate arrangement, sparse in
comparison with the rest. Also especially tasty are
“Bad News,” a funky body mover on Side A, “Head
Over Heels,” an original by G. Rutledge that opens
Side B, and “Watch Me,” an intriguing number
with spooky overtones on Side B.

Jazz standards are represented by Cole Porter’s
“Night and Day,"and the lesser heard Burke and
Webster's gorgeous minor blues, “Black Coffee.”

As for Pop, Lennon and McCartney's “Fool On
the Hill” is also given a lovely treatment on Side B.

Overall, Collins has a winner in Simple Way To Be.
It is available on CD and cassette,

Classical guitarist Matthew Jampol's cassette
tape, Classic Lullabyes, is a beautiful bouquet of
gentle melodies, lovingly dedicated to the child in
every heart. Woven among such immediately rec-
ognized airs as “Rockabye Baby,” “Brahms
Lullabye,” and “Silent Night” are more obseure
children’s tunes from around the world, including
“Spanish Lullabye,” “Tum Balalayka” and
“Winkum, Winkum.” The most frazzled ear can
find solace here.

In addition to being a hugely gifted musician,
Jampol is seriously disciplined. Here, as always,
his guitar work is precise and clean. Presumably
because this is a children’s grouping, Jampol’s
dynamics are espcially serene and sensitive. In
several passages, his strings sound eerily like
human voices in chorus,
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Joppa of Florida

Home Furnishing/Imparts

294-3166

*HEALTH QUOTE*
ON-LINE COMPUTERIZED QUOTING
SYSTEMS PROVIDES LOWEST COST

FOR HEALTH INSURANCE
OVER 100 QUALITY INSURANCE COMPANIES
GROUP & INDIVIDUAL

COURTNEY & COMPANY
296-9696

r’m
CALL HELPLINE

Anytime - about anything
from a 'simple question to
emergency help
- 1296:-HELP
1:800-273-4558"
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CASUAL LABOR
Plant and Lawn Service
Landscape Design, Properly Maintenance

and Other Services
FREE ESTIMATES
Home and Paul Guretz
Commerclal Properties 296-1883
Rentals
Seasonal
Annual

206 Condominium Units on 5.6 acres
3 pools « 2 Tennis Courts » Security
2601 S. Roosevelt Bivd « Key West

305-294-7401 « 305-294-9597

Wondew | Thealments
296-9999
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Realty, Inc.
James Hogan
Broker
1109 Duval Street
Office 296-9074 Home 296-3294
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It's difficult to pick out highlights from this
tape; Jampol's playing throughout sounds pretty
darned flawless to these ears. And each piece con-
tains the inherent beauty that creates a classic;
obviously, there is no throwaway material.

Jampol exhibits great warmth in these pieces, a
quality sometimes dwarfed elsewhere by his tech-
nical mastery of the instrument. This lovely

enchancement is in particular evidence in
“Twinkle Twinkle,” and “Brahms Lullabye.”

“Tum Balalayka” is an absorbing piece, dark
and rich, as though Jampol were giving voice toa
couple of Russian peasant women describing their

lives. Bach speaks, and sometimes their voices
intertwine. The last notes are bright, as though
they ended their narration with laughter.

Classic Lullabyes, gently played by Matthew
Jampol, is available on cassette tape. This review-
er will vouch for the fact-that, played at an appro-
priate volume fora horizontal yet extremely wake-

ful preschooler, it does the trick.
— Christine Naughton

In lasi issue we incorrectly credited the photo-
graph of Christine Cordone. The photo was by
Images by Alison.

- almanac

ABRIEF PREVIEW OF KEY WEST NATURAL ACTS

January 1-January 14

Well, this is truly a new year. Not only has
Capt. Bill Somers of the charter sloop Relevance
provided me with a brand new set of tide tables
(with adjustments for backcountry places like
Snipe Key), current fluctuations and moon phas-
es (of which, more later) but with this issue,
Solares Hill comes to you with a set of new
names on the masthead. These fresh recruits
include my publisher and editor, so comment
from this quarter on the changes at the top will
be tactfully restrained. Based on past experience,
however, I can say without qualification that
your favorite weekly will continue to be lively
and informative. As for other modifications, like
you, 1l just have to wait and see. I do, however,
as always, have high hopes. I was born a roman-
tic optimist, and it's too late to change now.

As for the data: Like its predecessors through
the centuries; January, 1993, will be, on average,
this island’s chilliest month. It would not only be
impolitic to say “coldest” but it would also be
inaccurate. Temperatures will range {rom highs
in the low seventies to “lows” in the upper sixties.
If you tell your friends from Maine or Minnesota
that here this is considered cold, you had better
make sure you tell them over the phone, on a
long-distance call. If you tell it to them across the
dinner table, they are likely to langh you out of
the room and then spend an evening describing
the true meaning of cold. It is a lecture that lacks
credibility when hibiscus blooms at your door.

January's rainfall averages one-hundreth of
an inch more than December’s, and even those
with memories as doughy as mine will recall that
last month’s rainfall was limited, to say the least.
The puddle across our street that wasa fixture
right through October and most of November has
been gone so long that the cracked mud it left
behind has long since dried up, turned to dust
and vanished in the season’s prevailing north-
east winds. There will be more of those winds
during January, and they can be counted on to
salt the bay with whitecaps more often than not.
This is, after all, the season when board sailors

leave Hood River for Smathers beach andthe . ..

waters off Mount Trashmore.
As the moon waxes toward full on the eighth,
tides begin to gain momentum. From the seventh
through the tenth, there will be some notably low
minus tides, most occuring just before dawn.
Speaking of which, Old Sol is still suffering from
his post-equinoctial dysfunctions. He's about
paralyzed there on the southeastern and south-
western horizons and will stay that way until
almost the end of the month. Sunrisefor the first
two weeks varies by just one minute: 7:12 to 7:13;
sunsets, however, pick up a bit more daylight,
moving from 5:50 to 6:00. By month’s end, how-
ever, the sun regains his momentum and you'll
be able to say the days are truly getting longer.
And what do I hope this New Year brings? I'm
glad you asked that question. Because, speaking
for Key West and its hundreds of thousands of
visitors, I would like to see the Pier B gates at the
Truman Annex unlocked, at least during the day.
As 1 have noted here previously, on the west side
of the pier hetween the two fingers that point
south, submerged pile of rocks, rubble and coral
heads creates a kind of mini-reef that attracts
many kinds of fish. Anyone standing on the west
edge of the pier can look down and see Key West’s -
unique underwater life. I've seen barracuda,
nurse sharks, permit, mullet, mahua, needlefish,
gray snapper, sergeant major, tarpon, houndfish,
jack crevalle, blue runner, spanish mackeral and
cero mackeral, pinfish, grunt and several kinds of
brilliantly hued wrasse. There are more species,
I'm certain, but I've listed the ones I'm sure of.

As far as I know, and I've circumbiked the edges
of this islands more than once, it’s the only spot in
Key West where above-water fish watchingisas
good. Not everyone, | know, is fascinated by this
sort of natural act, but those of us who are very
much miss its loss. From the start, and after the
change in ownership, Truman Annex officials have
promised that the pier would be open. It is not, not
yet anyway. Let's hope this encouraging New Year
will put an end to those broken promises.

Then, perhaps in 1994 we can hope underwa-
ter lights will be installed and the pier willbe
open at least part of the night. What an under-
water sight that would be.
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MUSIC WEEK

of the

TWO WORLDS

CRACOVW / KEY WEST
January 25-30, 1993

Featuring the Orchestra & Vocal Ensemble of

Capella Cracoviensis of Cracow, Poland

GALA FESTIVAL OPENING CONCERT
Jan. 25 at 8 pm at The Pier House; $15.00 (296-4600 x570)
ORCHESTRA AND CHOIR
Jan. 26 at 8 pm at the San Carlos Institute; 815.00 (294-3887)
INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF CHAMBER MUSIC
Jan. 27 at 8 pm at the Tennessee Williams Fine Arts Cenler;
$15.00 (296-1520)
SUNSET CONCERT
Jan. 28 at 5 pm at La Terraza; $12.50 (2966706)
OPERA ’

Mozart: Le Nozze di Figaro (The Marriage of Figaro), fully staged in Italian
Jan. 28 & 30 at 8 pm at the Tennessee Williams Fine Arts Center;
$20.00 & $30.00 (294-3887)

ORCHESTRA, PIANIST & CHOIR
Jan. 29 af 8 pm at the Tennessee Williams Fine Aris Center;
: $15.00 (296-1520)

SUNSET CONCERT
Jan, 30 at 5 pm at St. Paul's Episcopal Church; $10.00 (294-5105)
ALL-EVENTS TICKET GOOD FOR ALL 7 EVENTS:
ONLY $85.00!!

Sunday Brunch

at the Ocean Club.
$19.95

This Sunday. forget the “real world™
and eseape to the Ocean Club for
Sunday brunch. Ocean breezes,
warm sunshine, subtle music and
the best array of food on the island.
We can call it nothing else than a
feast for the senses.

The Ocean Club at The Reach.
Simonton Street at the Ocean

Rey West, Florida 33040
For reservations call 206-5000

Inddoor dining also axaishle
Ample parking
Casual awire
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- PROGRESS AT
' THE AIRPORT

By Lee Irby

orman Mailer—or Camille Paglia, who's
l \ I really Norman Mailer in drag—or snme-

body once said that the essential search of
American literature was for identity. It can be
argued that our lovely island of Key West is also
undergoing a similar identity erisis. From
Fantasy Fest to Duval Street to Houseboat Row
one can feel the paroxysms of conflict as the pow-
ers that be decide exactly what Key West is—and
isn't.

The latest installment is taking place over the
Key West International Airport. In the offing are
major renovations, a complete overhaul of archi-
tecture, style, and image. Some say that these
changes are long overdue and much needed. !
Others bemoan the loss of yet another old island
icon to the bloodless march of progress.

“The current airport is more than adequate,”
laims Jim MeLernan of Last Stand. “Out of town
visitors like the small town feeling. We don't need
anew one.”

“We're talking about a 35 year—old building,”
counters Peter Horton, who heads up Monroe
County’s Community Services department. “The

- air conditioning stopped 20 years ago. It's anti-
quated.”

The airport battle illustrates clearly how a
notion of place becomes surreal as groups com-
pete to win doctrinal wars of self-definition.
Modernizing robs a place of its past; failure to
modernize robs the coffers of cash. Reality is a
preference of one or the other.

Tmagine you sell institutional hot dogs by the
gross in Lima, Ohio, where it's 25 degrees and you
can’t find the windshield scraper. You save and,
then take the family for a vacation in fabled Key
West. The plane lands safely and your fears of a

Soifhem
Ambros

By Peter Justin

telling people that Key West was
becoming a “made for television” ver-
sion of itself - safe, tidy, simple, cate and
predictable where it once was on edge,
weathered, wired, tough and open all night.
Now, as if to verify the transition, Key
West has become a television show com-
plete with wildly inapproprizatc story lines
written by people who've never been here
for characters who couldn’t be more unlike-
ly. As if this town’s short on stories or char-
acters! What about the Bubba Trial, Bum’s
car, the Chicken Delight Buckets, Boca
Chica Time, the ex-mayor’s baker’s dozen,
the other ex-mayor’s four wheel lap dance,
The Boat, The Big Fleet, The Monster, the
: (Continued on page 14)

F or the past ten years or so, 've been

fiery death give way to glad tidings of paradise.’
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ofthe doors, There'sa dirt—swept parking lot
that doesn’t cost anything—can you believe it,
Doris, you park free in Key West—they said this
place was different.

You really have escaped America. You really
have gone scmewhere different, somewhere exot-
ic. This is not Lima or Topeka or Raleigh-Durham
and the airport tells you so immediately. You've
made it to the tropies.

In new Key West, you deplane in front of a
sparkling 48,000 square—foot building that, once
you enter, becomes Anyplace, antiseptic and life-

But the new Key West airport’s air condition-
ing will also prevent the computers {rom jamming
up, as they do now when it gets too hot. One
Comair employee is very glad that the terminalis
getting fixed up. “You can't stand it in there in the
summer,” she said. “It's too hot.”

The city has no say in the new terminal reno-
vations—the airport belongs to the county.
Horton is the county official in charge of getting
the project done. The seeds, however, were plant-
ed in 1984, when Key West was open for business.

A major upscale destination needs a major
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