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BIRKENSTOCKS
DON'T FIT LIKE

SHOES.
THEY DONT FIT
LIKE SANDALS.

THEY FIT
LIKE

FOOTPRINTS.

...footprints
505 Southard Street

COME WATCH US ENAMEL
A craft, an art, a tradition...

Porcelain fused into copper at 1800° degrees

306 FRONT ST., KEY WEST, FLA. 33040 / 294-4044
At Pirate's Alley in Old Town
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In out- Szpte.mbe.Ji IAAUZ, Gil Rydz-i
wJiote.

."...the. City CommlAAlon. ha.i iudd&n-
Zy hl-lzd a nzw City ManagzA who IA ifiom
out o& town but It will be. a aood e.ven
money bet that within a Akon.t pc.Alod o&
time wtizn the. Ahoutlng dlzA down, ht
won't be. hzAc and thzy'ZZ hlfie. dnathtK
btibba.."

, Git ll n.lght on taftazt on point onz
bat I hope. thzy won't !'hlfi? anothe.fi
bubba.". Howzve.A, Gil IA ma/ie. o{tzn
light than WHO no, io. ..?

Re.re.ntZy, two big IAALIZA have. come,
up bz{otie. the. City CommJ.nlon wkzfiz the.
advice. o& City AttoJinzy Joz AZZe.n III
ha.,% bezyi zAAzntlal, Onz viaA thz gol$
COUJIAZ pJiopo&at and the. otke.fi waA the.
houAzboat AzntaZ at UaZlaAy Squa/ie.. On
both IAAUZA, Joe. fiZZcn took the. po&ltlon
that both pAopoialA wzftz ZzgalZy cofir
•izct, and pJiziumabZy to the. City'4 a.d-
vantagz. Rp.ad Bill We.AtJia.y'4 Jr.&poJtt In
thlA IAAUZ an the. oplnlcnA o& the. -izaZ
zAtate. Za.wye.1 hlKzd by the. City to look.
Into the. goZ& couitAe. ptopo&aZ. Thl&
iawye.fi In plain language, .sat/4 It 14 a
bad' dzaZ £QJI thz city.' The. othe.fi night
Randy lu.dac.zfi, attoJinzy ion. a. gKoup o£
buAlnzAAmzn fighting the. Ze.aAz agfizz-
mp.nt ioK the hotiAe.boat Jie.4tau.nant at
UaZZoAy Squa'iz, gave. Joe. Allzn a ZcgaZ
whipping, o-i itt ZzaAt, 40 It appzafto.d
to me..

Some, thought* come, to mind. the.
iliiAt thought li that maybe, 1' m uitiong "J'
In my impACAJslom.4 and that Joe. wlZZ
zmz.tgz aA having bzzn Klght aZZ aP.ong.

Anothe.fi thought 14 that Joe hadn't
done, hli home.wo.ik and wa4n't {uZly pfic-
paJte.d to zy.zKc.lze.. hli, ju.dge.me.nti aA City
Attaftnzy.

The. thltd thought 14 that pfiobakZy
Joe AZZzn 14 Avoampzd by aZl thli City
buAlne.AA which hz condactA at the. Aamz
tlmz hz malntalni a pfilvato, pJiactlcz.
l(p.y WzAt IA a City that hah come, oft agz
and It nzzdA a {uZZ-tlmz City AttoJinzy.
1 pzfiAonaZZy think that mu thlfid thought
If, pfiobabZy thz moAt acc.ufiatz o{ the.
tliAzz.

7 wai veAy plzaAv.d to need oi thz
State.'A itfiong lnklAtt.nct on the, pfiz-
AZfi-vatlov. o{ thz Salt Vondi. Thz oHl-
clal (.fiom TaJllahaAizc Atated that thz
lack o& pfiope.fi pfiottctlon. ion thzA?.
pondA IA onz .'ie.a4on why thz City Ahould
fizmaln uitdzft "CfiltlcaZ Statz Conczfin".
I acf'.zz.

Thz Mayoi WG.A In top ^onn thz othe.n.
night, at a City Ccnml&Alon rnzztlng. It
dozA Azzm to me. that whzn hz IA backing
an znvlfionmzntal IAAU.Z [that night hz
ccllzd &oii a neighborhood Impact Atatz-
mznt (,fiom thz pftopoAzd Hilton Hotel
GACJLP) , hz poAltlvzly ApafikZz& and IA
a pZz.a&u.fie. to watch.

I wznt to look at the. lmpf>.ovzm?,nt&
Ed Swl^t and ChfilA Zetland madz at
Mallotty SquaJie., whzfiz thz contfiovz.iAlc.1
hou.AQ.boat IA mooJizd. X {ze.Z that they
havz donz a &lnz job OjJ beautifying «
that atiza. I alAo agfizz with thz con-
clusion o& Wfiltzft Vztzn. Hzynman'A afitlcZe.
on thz houAzboat that thz fiznt thz City
wlZZ ftzczlvz {A.om thz boat appzau too low.

tfe.y, I think aA muck zmpkailA ihould
be. put on Atcpplng kldA ln.om fildlng' blke.i
fiait on oun downtown .ildzwaZki aA IA put
on- znioficlnq thz Ahlfit law. Some p\ztty
fizcklzAA and ptiztty ft.ude. young pzoplz
aAz dangzfiouAly zipping up and down VuvaZ
Stfizzt'A AldzwalkA, and. unlzAi thlA ac-
tion li cfia.cknd down,on ha>\.d, Aomzonz
IA going to gzt badly'"kv.fit. '-••>

Sza.4onA GAze.tln.gA, and AZZ you
next month.

COVZA aAtlAt thlA tlmz IA Lzlgh MaAtln.

S«wt> Ljpwr osvzr 1
t§O<&, (juts- <x> po*#cArd?
IJUCJVJ t*o«wr fSuJoscavpfioY.

HERE IS $ 1 0 . 0 0 FOR
• SUBSCRIPTION TO 11
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Louis "SoNfishER" FishER

LOUIS FISHER, KNOWN by islanders
as "Sonfisher" or "Son," was born here
in November, 1886.

He has a personal understanding
of the powers that be, and the way
they work on a human life. Life has
made him at 94 a sweet man, a man of
peace. Many times with reason to
fight, he never did, and he kept his
faith alive. He earned a living and
lived as peacefully as a man could,
despite the prejudices that pinched
many a good man of his time.

SONFISHER POINTS OUT the most
dramatic moments in. his life were
times when he was in a position to
save another's life. There was the
great 1909 hurricane; he was very
young then, but he remembers it
clearly. He managed to gather his
ageing, ailing momma into his arms,
wrap her up like a babe, and carry her
off to safety. The water was swelling
in from the beach, setting houses
afloat. He walked four blocks with his
sister, carrying his momma in his
arms. A precious moment, he says, for
his strength came from the Lord. The
water was above his knees, and the
storm had been raging all night long,

HE RECALLS HOW he bent down, ever
so slightly, to gently place her on a
bed at their friend's house. His
mother, Edith Fisher, died on the last
day of that year, and was buried at
the first of the new.,year. This was an
important time in Louis's life. He
raised himself up after that.

"I've got a good memory," he
says. "The Lord has guided me in my
head."

AFTER THAT TIME, Louis stayed
home from school with his sister.
Douglas School was at Smith Lane Alley
in those days. He remembers how one
weekend the school got moved to Emma
Street via mules and rollers. But he
had dropped out of school before that
to care for his mother. "My concentra-
tion just left me and I quit fourth
grade," he says.

Their daddy, Peter, had left the
family to go sponging. He was usually
at Cedar Key or Tarpon Springs. In
those days, they used a water glass -to
locate the sponges. "Sponging money
never done," the people would sing
over and over in those days. No one
seems sure what that means, though.

"Bringing myself up like that, I
just tried to be nice to people and to
talk nice to people." Many times in
his life he had occasion to be a peace
maker, and was called upon for that
purpose.

SITTING QUIETLY NOW in the living

EDITOR BILL HUCKEL
EDITORIAL CONSULTANT BILL WE STRAY

ART DIRECTION WALT HTLA

With a little help fpom our friends . .

©Solares Hill, 1980

room at Lizzie's house (Elizabeth
Stocker, his oldest daughter, who
lives on Thomas St.) with Flossie
Brown, his sister-in-law (about 88,
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she's not sure), he tells me: "I was
strong. I had good ideas and a good
mind."

He shows me one of the "frames"
he made up from his stamp collection
for each of his three living daughters
—Elisabeth Stocker, Lucielle Alee,
and Dorothy Milian. Louis also fa-
thered Isaac Fisher and Raymond Fish-
er, who is the only child living out-
side of Key West. There were also, four
children who died. Louis has 37 grand-
children, 65 great-grand, and 5 great-
great-grand. He also has a younger
brother, Cyril, who used to cook for a
navy gun boat, and a sister, Dora,
still living.

ANOTHER DRAMATIC MOMENT came when
Sonfisher was able to save the life of
Willard Curry, who had fallen over-
board from Pino dock (Trumbo) while
unloading Cuban pineapples. "If it
weren't for the Lord I would not have
been able to save that man from the
water," says Louis. He remembers re-
moving his shoes and keys—the dock
was high—while all the other men were
looking at him. He jumped in, reached
the drowning man and held him up for •
the others to save,- and roll him to
safety on a barrel. The man had water
coining out of his mouth and his eyes,
and he didn't come to until a couple

BY PHOEBE C0AN

of hours later, at 11 o'clock.

"THE LORD GUIDES me to remember
all those days," he says happily.
"He's all around us. He's here. He
brought you here."

In 1940, he met the man again at
the bank where he was janitor. This
was the real reward (there had been
none financial). "Son, the Lord guided
you," Curry told him, affirming his
inner beliefs. "You're a number one
man." That, he is. He is indeed.

OLD CONCH THAT he is, with par-
ents who came from the Bahamas to be-
come citizens, Sonfisher was always
drawn to the water. And, in younger
years when he'd throw his books down
after school, they'd be asking him:
"Sonfisher, where you going?" He'd go
to where the boats came in. To the
docks. And he spent lots of time there
•working, diving off Mallory, or manag-
ing men unloading ships from dock to
dock. He was a good swimmer and fish-
erman too.

"ALL THEM GOOD great days," he
comments. Johnson would be shoeing
horses by the gate of the Navy Yard,
and Cabrerra's grocery had all kinds
of stuff to delight a young man. Some
.folks would tote sacks of coal on
their heads from the Keys to Key West
for cooking on the buttonwood•burning
stoves. And you could get five grunts
for a time and string them up" to carry
home. He ate a lot of seafood, and
johnnycake.

"Key West was young in those
days," he said. There were no phones.
Lots of ironing boards, mules, some
streetcars, and kerosene stoves. Car-
ing neighbors and close friends peo-
pled the island. There were lots of
people in Key West in those days, he
tells me. Lots of Cuban, Jewish and
Chinese walking around, He was very
aware of the Cuban population growing
up about him too. "Cubans were crazy
in those days. They came from all
parts to make cigars. After working
in the factories they would eat in one
of the many cantinas," he recalls.

PIGEONS IN THOSE days were
trained to carry messages. Because
there were no phones, they were an im-
portant source of communication. His
daughter Lizzie reports that after
Louis had retired, he would enjoy
feeding the pigeons at Mallory. He'd
ride up on his bike and they'd alight
on his shoulders and follow him. He
mentions the pigeons a lot, reminding
me not to forget to mention them.

MONDAY MORNINGS, SONFISHER remem-

the setting for unique
and casual dining

FEATURING
Exciting Tofu Entrees

Natural, International, Sea Foods
Fine Beer & Wine

921 Truman Ave. 296-9290

Catering for all occasions

SANDBLAST
INC.

Specializing In:

CONCH HOUSES

SWIMMING POOLS
BOATS-.TRAILERS
HEAVY

Spray Painting
Available

PORTABLE
Reliable-Insured

BK3PNE 872-3220
872-9040



. e ^ s , the cows would all pass by com-
XT1<3 u p Simonton Street. And the Samuel
™ e l t e r s Cornish band, a jazz ensemble,
w o u l play on the streets and for the

—drawn funeral processions.
The Jefferson Hotel, now the site

t h e Florida National Bank, had a
r e S t a u r a n t and bar, and was a lively
S The electric streetcars went

Duval to Front and White,-humming
r with overhead wire.

AT 19, SONFISHER married Fanny
. She had worked mostly as a cook

anci was a • fine woman. She's been gone
4 2 y ^ a r g now. One day before they got
c a r r i e d he showed up at Mrs. Trevor's

h she had been employed. "It 's
l a s t day here," he announced. The

was to take place soon, and
had picked out. some plain straw

ure. "It was a wonderful wedding
r e c e p t i o n , " he remembers' proudly. "We
w e r e good to each other."

His very best friend was Ernest
who went to New York later.

T h e y -traveled together some. A good
i r i e n d also was his dog, who everyone
c a l l e d "Dogfisher." ("That's too many
F i s h e r s , " my l i t t l e son interjected at
this point.)

SON MADE HIS living in many ways
t h r o u g h the years. In '32-'39, he was
handyman at the Casa Marina. People
w e r e rea l ly hard up then, and times
w e r e t i g h t . Son would reach over the
f e n c e of the Casa Marina and pass out
"ba r rycudas" and amber jacks to onlook-
e r s , given to him from boats at the
r e s o r t . The people would share the
s e a f o o d for fritters and dried fish.
He en joyed feeding people very much.
"I n e v e r paid rough times no mind,"
he S ay s .

SONFISHER ALSO WAS well known for
h i s f i s h i n g . A lot of i t he did at the
f o o t o f Duval Street. He'd catch moon-
f i s h a n d se l l them two for 25*. Fish-

ing was enjoyment for him. Sonfisher
worked as foreman on the bridge at
Pigeon Key. He also did relief work-at
the Snake Creek bridge. He'd blow the
whistle at 8:45 and the workers would
arrive by ferry. Men worked for $9 a

week in those days, and the black man
was often put down. "I was making on
relief $7 for three days' work."

"Son, you take charge of 10' men,"
they told him. And he did. It was un-
usual for a black man to be a foreman then.
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"Son&i&heJi" uxu iamom ioK pulling In the big own at the old MaZlaKyVockt,.

HAWAIIAN
JEWELRY

& GIFTS

Wishing All of
Key West a

Mele Kali-Maka

Mele-Maki Ho" - X81
Offering 10%-25% Off

for December
505 Duval St.

nnc
TO QUALITY

LAADSCAMftC

MID ramies

CHRISTMAS IN
KEY WEST

Poinsettias, Citrus Trees,
Flowering Plants, etc.,

etc., etc.

1319 wiumm STRUT
KEY WEST
296-5212

ROLEX BRSNGS THE SMOLDER OF GOLD
AND THE FIRE OF DIAMOND...

A certain splendor In the
spheres of time. The ice
and lire of diamonds on

gold. The clarity of quality
in two superb timepieces.

This is the sovereign Rolex
couple of the Day-Date in

18kt. gold, encircled by 46
full-cut diamonds; and the

18kt. gold Lady-Datejust,
with its noose of 34

full-out diamonds; both
with diamond dial. Proud

heirs to a priceless
heritage of precision
watchmaking, these
radiant and virtually
impregnablechronometers
are part of our fine
collection. Activists
should know they are
even champagne-proof
down to 165 feet. For
individualists, they are
also fashioned in White
gold and platinum.

TOGETHER.
#

ROLEX

tn i i i i i i Jiwis.il

key west

Terrace Breakfast 7-10 AM daily
Raw Bar, Lunoh, Dinner & Supper

Noon till 2 AM
(All Nite Fri & Sat)

Claire, Marvin and the staff wish
you

Season's Greetings
900 Duval St. 296-5558
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IN 1939, JERRY Trevor offered him

a job as janitor at Florida National
Bank. He worked there through the 40s,
retiring at age 65. "They were always
hard working people," Dorothy recalls
about her parents.

I had asked Lizzie if Sonfisher
had been strict with his kids in their
growing up. "Oh, no," she says.

BY THK TIME he was 13, Sonfisher
was quite experienced at jobs on the
docks. Later on, to work on the docks
you had to join a union, which he did.
Force was often used to persuade, and
some men got battered with the black-
jack. "I knew how to talk to people,
so I didn't get bothered."

A dream came true a few, years
back when Louis, accompanied by his
daughter Lizzie, took a boat to Nassau
for a delightful voyage. "That was one
beautiful trip," she says. "Sure was,"
he intoned in unison with her.

MOST OF THE time now Louis is at
406 Julia Street, with his youngest
daughter Dorothy of Dorothy's grocery
on Whitehead. His son-in-law, Lang
Milian, a former city commissioner,
drops him off at his oldest daughter
Elizabeth's home to visit during the
week. He's pleased with this arrange-
ment and has a very cheerful disposi-
tion, despite the facts that it's hard
for him to get around, and that he is •
mostly blind due,to cataracts. But, he
walks with a cane and a smile.

LOUIS RISES EAGERLY to listen to
WKIZ 5:30 prayer meeting, and says his
prayers at night as well without fail.
He used to attend the Bethel Church
(now on Thomas and Truman) when it was
oh-Duval-where the Five 6's cab com-
pany is located. It was a Methodist
church with lots of hollering from
those who were receiving the spirit,
he recalls. Sometimes the meetings
. would continue on until the following
day.

TUX ANNOUNCES
A DELIGHTFUL
MENU FOR THE
FULL SERVICE BAR.

OUR NEW
BAKERY, DELI
& SIDEWALK CAFE
WELCOME YOU,

®TAKE OUT SERVICE •
PICNIC AND BOAT LUNCHES

FRESH CUT FLOWERS
BY BOBBY NICKELS

.. _ PHONE 296-2409
5Q0 LJUyAL SiREci » KEY WEST
..-03 bRfcAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNEI?

"I enjoy how it is now," says
Sonfisher. "My family takes care of
me, I got a long memory, and I never
bothered nobody. There was a lot of
prejudice, but it got better. I didn't
join with any of the fighting, but
I've always held my own."

LOUIS HAS ALWAYS loved sports and
up until two years ago still attended
all the Key West High School games. In
the old days there was a good baseball
park at the Navy Yard. At the ball
parks in those days many racial fights
would occur. "White and black respect-
ed me," he says. "I tried to stop the
fights. I was like a protector ...
felt it to be my job."

"YOU HAVE TO Just keep going on,"
he told me as I was leaving, "just
'ride right on. .

"Oh, they were great good days
when I was a boy. The Lord blessed me
over and over again."

They're
Not

Imitations.
*• Each Is A Real,

GENUINE
CUBIC

ZIRCONIA.

Man-made stones that are
famous for brilliance, hardness,
lasting beauty, especially when

worked into jewelry as
enduringly fashionable as these

from ou r new collection you
must see. Each stone is actually

handled in the same way a
diamond is; you'll marvel at the

classic round cut with the
identical 58 facets found in the
most expensive diamond. The
settings are equally authentic.

The 18" serpentine chain is white
or yellow 14KT gold...true luxury.

Beachcomber
Jewelers

Key Plaza Shopping Center
398-5811
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R!CK€C'9 RfGGIhG.IMC.
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notes &anfic- dotes BY DOROTHY RAYMER

208 DUVAL SX
CUSTOM SANDALS MADE IN ONE DAY

c
Ou.

unique boutique

Designer
Clothes
Scott Barry
Willi Smith
Carol Horn
Marta Salvadori

at Key West
Prices! ORIGINAL SILKS

GENUINE VICTORIAN ANTIQUE CLOTHES

COMPLETE LINE OF DANSKIN

ACCESSORIES

lllduvalst. ph. 294-5929 - open 7 days - 10:30-9:30

r-c.; ,,- • • • . s . •". .
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(In fee* aotumn tut month, Vox.otky mote, about ipmi bad exaeA;a•
had whUz living max the. top o{ SoZxViU Hill ui 7955. In th-U
pant, A he. tofUteA about a houiewcming pahty ike. gave, at hen. nex-i-
which wa& on Ve.ij Stxizt.)

I decided to have a housewarming after I was se t t l ed _ in with
ray belongings and talked over the plans with friends, includ-
ing ar t i s t Karl Agricolaand his wife, DeeDee who were g rea t at
providing party themes and inspired ideas for ga ther ings .

Then one evening toward the end of October, I was surpr i sed
to come home to a situation of confusion. I had hoped, t o be
able to relax, take my dog for a walk and spend a few q u i e t
hours catching up on a batch of magazines. t.

But as I turned into the front yard walk that led of f Dey
Street to ray house,. I became acutely aware of f ru s t r a t ed bark-
ing and howling from Torpedo who was confined to the house .
The cause was an unexpected caller "seated on the low s t o p to
the front porch. He had a violin cradled under one arm and
the bow of the instrument under the other. As soon as ^ X ap-
proached he stood up, whipped the instrument into p lay ing po-
sition and began a spirited rendition of "The Marse i l l a i se" .
All the time he was maintaining the frantic pace, a c i g a r e t t e
dangled from his mouth and ashes from i t scattered w i l l y - n i l l y
over his blue denim shirt.

At the first sound of the high-pitched ^fgfolin, Torpacla had
set up his loud protests, and I signaled the fiddler t o stop,
although he was persistent and finished the French anthem.

He was a very ta l l man, like de Gaulle. I judged his age at
somewhere in the sixties. He had a grizzled mustache, and
when he whipped off his black beret I noted, that his t ous l ed
hair was steel gray. He was built powerfully with tba sloping
shoulders of" a wrestler. His large hands seemed to dwarf the
violin. His pale gray-blue eyes had a lively twinkle. He
bowed ceremoniously and announced, "Bon soirr-iimadamc. X am
Paul Chotteau, with an "o" and two "t 's" . I am sent t o you
by my very good friends, the Agricolas, to advise you about
your housewarming party."

I replied that I was having only a few close friends in for
the event the following Sunday and didn't need help, b u t he
insisted. "I am a fabulous arranger," he boasted. " X, w i l l
furnish entertainment and cook for you."

I finally agreed just to get him off the premises so 1
could relax and to stop my dog from more noise. Chotteau
put on his beret at a jaunty angle, tucked his v io l in case
under an arm and swung off down Dey Street with an au r evo i r
and an added note:. "I shall return Sunday at the appointed
hour." Which was to be about four o'clock in the afternoon.

Came Sunday noon and I was eating my brunch alone and happy
and scanning the Sunday edition of The Citizen. '1'h'o.n I found
a feature story in the B Section that brought'me out off my
euphoria with a shock. There was a picture of my rocerit v i s i -
tor, Paul Chotteau, and an accompanying story. i t revea led
that Chotteau was born in Paris, France, in 1898, which

534 DUVALSt
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meant that he was now about 60 years old, and that he had
studied violin at the Conservatory of Music, in Paris where
he had been graduated with honors. Then still in the student
age range, he had served in World War I with the French Air
Force, and, according to his claim, had been awarded the Croix
de Guerre;

After the war hail ended, he became interested in swimming
and was the amateur swimming champion of France in 1921. He
believed he could make a living as a professional swimmer and
came to the United States in 1929. There was a great surge
of interest in swimming prowess and contests at that time, in
the way of Gertrude Ederley, the American girl who swam the
English Channel in 1926.

But the only job in this line that Chotteau could find was
acting as lifeguard and giving swimming lessons to beginners,
so he supplemented this with a return to musicianship. He
was employed by Conductor Walter Damrosch of the New York "Sym-
phony Orchestra. This engagement was followed by working
with concert master, Louis De Francisco, chief conductor for
Fox Theaters. So Paul Chotteau took up residence in Califor-
nia. He learned guite a bit about movie-making bu-t-• remained
capable of meeting the ocean challenges.

He tried to cash in on the popularity of endurance swimmers.
He also was influenced by the glamor of the period in the
late 1920's and early 1930"s occasioned by Johhny Weismuller,
swimming star, who became a movie personality still 'remembered
for his roles in the Tarzan series. The trouble was' that
Chotteau was not handsome enough by Hollywood standards and
was much too independent to take direction as even a; minor ac-
tor. He had to be the top performer,- or not at all:*- some-
thing I learned from the disastrous housewarming party for
which I reluctantly agreed to hire him as "director")instead
of keeping to my intuitive hunch and refusing his.ofJEer.

* l
I was still sound asleep on the appointed Sunday morning

when Torpedo began his warning blasts., I arose grbg.g^ly,
opened the door an inch' and behold. Paul on the porch loaded
down with paraphernalia. I told him to wait while I Secured
the dog in the back yard, dressed hurriedly and theniadmitted
my visitor. Grouchy as I was, and still sleepy, I protested
the early 9 a.m. hour of his arrival. Paul shrugged.;;

' i i ) •
"Ah, but madame, I have to set up the' rentertainmentij" He had

arrived on his bicycle which was loaded down with all!:) sorts of
mysterious looking items, among them a projection machine.

"The rest of the things will come later when the Marines ar-
rive," he said. . : '• '

"The Marines!" I exclaimed, "What Marines?
ing any situation to get out of hand!"

I'mlnojt expect-

"My buddies," Chotteau replied. "I have four Mariries who are
going to bring a screen and set up up for my movie; | ::t is part
of the party fun." As Paul spoke, his French accent! :.ntensi-
fied and he was very excited, sometimes lapsing into pure French,
so^that I only understood part of what he was saying;. The one
thing I did understand, without further explanation, v?as that I
had better stock up on more beer to provide for getting the sit-
uation well in hand, in Marine tradition. •

I realized I had to buy more food, too, so sent Chotteau off
to purchase extra cheese, bread, crackers, and beer. There was
no use trying to go back to sleep, so I set about preparing to

Continued on page. 32

AT1ACK
OUR FIRST BIRTHDAY SALE-WgRET

F0RJ3VER FIFTY YEARS

FOOD PALACE

NOT JUST A GROCERY...
BUT A SOCIAL CENTER

522 Fleming St. • Ph. 296-5663
Open 8 am - 7 pm Mon-Sat 8 am - 6 pm Sundays

BUTA DRESS BY LILLY PULITZER
.WILL DO FOK HI6-H-TEA.

We specialize in "Matching People and Places"

VOU'RI INVITED!)
tovMtout office (nth*

"OMcrt School Hows" buttdktg
334 Dwval (comr of Eaton Stottf)

» Commwcfal» Invart 294-5155
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Where The Usual Is Unusual...

WATERFORD • BACCARAT
ISPANKY * KAISER • ANICHINl
PORCELAIN

HUMMELS
To Name A Few...

400 FRONT ST. 296-6324

r T T i T i - r « i i

MmBiddlds
CANDY STORE

AND
ICE CREAM PARLOR

Ice Creams
Homemade
Key Lime

Marmalade

comer sJn%)ntQn& front

Smoothe
Sail in'

Salad • Shrimp • Soups

Smoothies • Sandwiches

EAT-IN or TAKE-OUT

val keyw&st
(305)924-1977

DAILY SPECIALS
Where You Get Good Value Every Day

SPECIAL EVERY DAV 1030 AM TO J PM

Lunch . . . . . . . . . . $ 1 . 4 9
Choice of Chicken. Shrimp. Fish or Hamburger

Choice of ¥t. Fries. Mashed Potatoes. Com or Salad

SPECIAL EVERY DAY 10:30 AM TO "to PM

Hamburger Deluxe.... $1.89
Owrtw-Pound Burger on a Toasted Bun.

with Co4e Slaw and Fr. Fries

SPECIAL EVERY DAY 10:30 AM TO 10 PM

Chicken Dinner. . . . . . . $2.19
WMi Cote Slaw. ft. FriM or Matlnd >olato«s.

- \ ,RoH and Honay

SPECIAl EVERY DAY 10:30 T O I 9 PM

Fish Dinner. . . . . . . . . . . $2.39
With Cote Slaw. Fr. Fries or Mashed Potato**.

Roll, and Tartar or Cocktail Sauce

DINING ROOM - TAKEOUT SERVICE

ear Chicken
UNLIMITED

Tamily Restaurants

TAK£
out

Key WEST WEICOMES YOU
BY HELEN CHAPMAN

SCENE: The office of Be It Ever So
Humble Realty Company, the Realtor, Ms.
Humble, is seated at her deck. Enter Mr.
and Mrs. Jones.

HUMBLE: Good afternoon. Are you the
folks who called earlier?

JOHN: Uh, yes, we are. I'm John
Jones and this is my wife, Mary.

HUMBLE: Hm, interesting names.
Well, sit right down. Now, what can I do
for you? Are you looking to buy?

JOHN: Well, no, not yet. We'd
rather rent for a while until we're sure
we want to live here. But of course I'm
sure we will.

HUMBLE: (gushing) Oh, you'll adore
living here. Key West ig. so carefree, so
relaxed. Why, it's like being on vaca-
tion all the time.

MARY: (suddenly hysterical) We're
desperate! We're paying $85 a day at the
hotel. We've been looking everywhere.
Please help us!

HUMBLE: (with great feeling) Oh,
you poor dears! (Opens listing book)
Now, you must realize it's the height
of the season. I don't have many rental
listings. What exactly are you looking
for?

JOHN: Uh, well, we need three bed-
rooms, two baths. Good-sized yard. Fur-
nished .

HUMBLE: (warily) For just the two
of you?

JOHN: Uh, well, no. We have three
children, a dog, two cats and a mynah
bird.

HUMBLE: (slams book shut) Impos-
sible! '•"''•

BOTH JONESES: Impossible?
HUMBLE: Impossible1 The animals

will have to go. Except maybe not the
bird as long as he doesn't talk after
nine at night and never swears.

MARY: oh, no, we're church goers.
JOHN: (sadly) I hate to part with

Hercules, though':' ''r ']

MARY: Hercules is our Great Dane.
HUMBLE: (stunned) Great Dane! I

might have been able to place a beagle
or a poodle, but a Great Dane?

MARY: (to husband) Well, John, May-
be it's just as well. His food bills are
really outrageous.

HUMBLE: Good! That takes care of
Hercules. (Opens book again) Now I have
a lovely house, partially furnished,
right in the heart of Old Town. Look at
this picture.

MARY: Lovely.
HUMBLE: Three bedrooms, two ba ths .

They will allow children providing they
are very quiet , don' t play outside and
go to bed at eight p.m.

MARY: That ' l l be hard on Danny.
He's 16.

HUMBLE: (suspiciously) Smokes mari-
juana?

JOHN: Oh, never! We're church
goers.

HUMBLE: (beaming) Well,' t h a t ' s dif-
ferent.

MARY: How large i s the back yard?
There certainly i s n ' t any front yard.

HUMBLE: There's plenty of room for
a barbecue g r i l l .

JOHN: We're not much for eat ing
outdoors.

, HUMBLE: Oh, you couldn' t do t h a t in
any case. There's only enough room for
"the g r i l l . • '

fiO2KeyPlaxa.USU
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HUMBLE: Oh, certainly. Of course
You must realize this is a very old
house. But the cistern is easy to reach.

JOHN: What do you mean, reach? -'
HUMBLE: For your water, naturally.
JOHN: Well, what about the . . . you

know.

HUMBLE: (exasperated) Mr. Jones,
t h a t ' s why there ' s only room in the back
yard for a barbecue g r i l l .

MARY: You say i t ' s pa r t i a l ly fur-
nished. What sort of furnishings?

HUMBLE: There's a charming old sofa
in the l iving room.

MARY: And?
HUMBLE: And what?
MARY: What else?
HUMBLE: Nothing else. You really

mustn't expect too much for the price."
It's really a steal. Besides I dare say
you'd prefer using your own things.

JOHN: We sold everything before we
"came here.

HUMBLE: Well, don't worry. The own-
er said he'd put in a kitchen stove if
necessary. A charming old wood-burning
stove. Saves energy, you know.

JOHN: Just what is the rental
price?

HUMBLE: Only $67.5 plus electric,
gas and trash removal. First, last and
$200 security deposit.

BOTH JONESES: $675!
HUMBLE: (coolly) Well, of course-,

if that's too much ...
JOHN: About $30 0 too much!
HUMBLE: Mr. Jones, you must realize

some sacrifices must be made for the
privilege of living in this lovely town.
So relaxed, so carefree. And besides,
think what you'll save on water.

MARY: What else can you show us?
HUMBLE: (flips a few pages) I have

a.charming trailer in a delightful sec-
tion of town. Right where the colorful
fishing boats come.in. So quaint, you
know. (Dramatically) Our brave fisher-
men, going out in a^J^kinds of weather,
battling the elements ....

MARY: How big?
HUMBLE: Some are only 30 feet long.

So courageous, so ....
MARY: No, no, I mean the trailer.

HUMBLE: Oh. Well, it has two bed-
rooms. I'm sure the two younger children
could share and your older son could use
the hide-a-bed in the livingrobm.- And
with this, you wouldn't have to worry
about furniture.

MARY: Yes, that's true. But.Her-
cules ....

HUMBLE: Hercules would have to go.
No pets.

JOHN: NO cats?
HUMBLE: No cats.
MARY: Birds?
HUMBLE: No birds.
MARY: (to husband) Well, John, at

least we can keep the kids.
JOHN: (dejectedly) Yes, Mary, we

should be grateful for that.

MARY: (to Humble) How, much?
HUMBLE: Just your price. $375,

first, last and $200 security deposit.
Plus electric, gas and water.

MARY: (almost in tears) I hate
trailers!

JOHN: I hate trailers that rent for
$375. - .

.HUMBLE: (losing patience) You folks
certainly are hard to please. Considering
you're paying $85 a day for your room,
$10 a day to board the animals, $50 a
day in restaurants, and not even good
restaurants ....

MARY: She right, John. But I have a
solution.

HUMBLE: (beaming again) Really?
You'll take the trailer?

MARY: Yes. We'11 put Danny in the
Army, send the other two to my mother,
leave the bird cage open, drop the cats
at Hemingway House, and .I'll go to work.

JOHN: Work? You never worked in
your life. What'11 you do?

MARY: I'll hitch Hercules to a
Conch Train car and have the first
friendly paw-cab company in town.

HUMBLE: (delighted) I knew you
folks would stay in; Key West. So ̂relaxed
— s o carefree!

SOMETHING
FOR

EVERYONE
* >bjet d'art

Fine Jewelry
••lysT"* Nautical Gifts

•\fL?.l?£\ "Key West"
Gifts

* ."'.*• lJ3 * Unusual
Collectables

BROWSE A9 EEAUM
SMOPPE

Harbor House Arcade
423 Front Street
(305) 294-3900

Crystal ° Trays

Placemats

Glass ° Gifts

Flatware

Dishes o Napkins

Basketware

No. 2 Key Lime Square
Ph. 294.-3115

Holidays Gifts
and Goodies and

a new Freezer, too!

Juicers
Tea Collections
'Recipe Tacks

Cookbooks
Gym ^Memberships,

Steel Weights
Tarty Snacks

^Baking Supplies

Chemical-Free Turkeys

Ice Cream
Juice 'Bar

Cheesecakes
Tizza

Eggrolls
Entrees

General Health Foods & Studio Center
Searstown Open Evenings 296-3250

the
community's

Bookstore

OffGRS

the finest selection of
holibay qipts

"•r special OR66RS filled

^ ih-town deliveRy

•r mail ORO€RS FOR X-mas

••r authoR papties / poetRy Readings

•*c mon&ay niqht salons

"•*r special attention

the Bookshop
534 'pLeminq.St.

296-9089
houRs: mon-Sat 10-7

PROp. Rotjin kaplan



r

OF KEYWE8T

OPEN
MONDAY-SATURDAY 9:30 AM - 5:30 PM

SUNDAYS 11:00 AM-4:00 PM

Good NEWS
DEPARTMENT

PHOTO BY JO ANN SAVIO

Not everyone needs a face-lift at sixty, but the Strand Thea t re
has seen her share of life and action since her birth as a movie
house in 1921. To say nothing of the thousands of pictures s h e
has hosted, the Strand recalls the great fire of '34, which -tore
off her roof and killed her projectionist's son. Undaunted, t h e
concrete-enforced structure converted her hatlessness into a box-
ing area under the stars! It wasn't until 1939 that ce l lu lo id
strips were rolling again. By 1974, a weary Strand closed, b u t lo!
What change is wrought! Under the hands of a remarkably i n d u s -
trious and talented renovation director and crew, Miss Lady i s
perking up beautifully! With renewed 1981 vigor, she plans t o
faature a concert hall, a performing arts theatre, a dance f l o o r ,
and of course, a refreshment stand and bar. The great c l a s s i c s
in film that made her famous will ba bank, and how could she
forget the boxing fans who were so loyal? Closed circuit sportM
productions will be offered to them as well!

INTRODUCING
THE GONCH CARIBBEAN

S A N ISLAND
OB RESTAURANT

115 DUVAL STREET • RESERVATIONS: 294-7195

CARIBBEAN SPECIALTIES
2 BARS 2

LUNCH & DINNER SERVED DAILY FROM 11 AM TO 1 A M
CLOSED SUNDAY

& AMERICAN EXPRESS CARDS ACCEPTED

1 3
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"A Natural Christmas Wonderland
in Old Key West"

i'oinsettia Plants
Fresh Christmas Greens
Holly, Door Charms
Permanent Center Pieces
Largest selection in Town
stop in Eintl Browse

925 WHITE STREET ' 294-4651

Polynesian Cuisine
and

Rum Concoctions
in a

Tropical Island
Atmosphere

294-6912
U.S. 1 at Garrison Bight

KETUME MINERAL*
EBLOaEIlQNS

\M)ULO UlCe TO ANNOUNCE.

— S H O P S OPEN
f JEWELRY GONfTSyjCTlON i
j . STONE.1! REFiWKHEO Oft
j

4.15 KBf TIME
J4 StOCjC Off OM

JIM PICKING

• Rrfmin

The Key West Optician
817 Peacock Plaza, • Ph. 294-7411

Hours: M-T-W-F.9 to 5:30; Thursday 9 to 9

Balloon Bouquets
of Key West

296-3384

, T MBalloon Bouquets7

Delivery & Decorating

Boston, Chicago, Denver,
Fair-field, Houston, Jacksonville,

Los Angeles, Nashville, New York,
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh,

Providence, San Francisco, Wash. D.C.
Call For Information

ON Tkt
BY GERALD SEMLER

THE WIND WAS blowing hard and
steady at forty knots from the southwest
while the captain of the sailing merchant
Southern Lady fought desperately to keep
her from running aground on the jagged
coral reef that would rip the hull open
and,put his ship at the mercy of a
pounding sea. '

He had taken in the mainsails and
ordered his crew to throw some of the
heavier cargo over the side, but it was
too late for anything to be done now.
The reef was drawing dangerously close
with each gust of the fierce wind and
the heavy squall seemed to be turning
into a strong gale. Rising seas had been
whipped up into such a torment that it
was impossible to govern the vessel in
any manner. The captain's only hope
would be for the lady to be carried over
the reef by the rolling waves arid into
the less treacherous waters of Hawk
Channel.

BUT HIS HOPES would hot be answered
and as Providence would direct it, the
Southern Lady's starboard side struck
hard on the coral bottom. She rolled way
over, her masts nearly touching the tops
of the sweeping waves, then rocked back
almost upright again.

The dying ship went through this
violent maneuver several times until fi-
nally it sat at a sharp angle with its
smashed hull resting on the reef. She
moved back arid forth just slightly now,
and only the sea and the wind knew how
long she would remain in this position
before she would break up and be washed
away forever.

ON SHORE, THE wrecker captain wait-
ed for the worst of the storm to pass
before he and hiscrew would set sail
for the reef. He had received word of

Happy Holidays!
Ask about our special

Holiday treats...
Cookisf Cookies

for
Goodier Giving!

The Key West
Cookie Co. £? Cafe

115 Fitzpatrick St.
Kino Plaza ,-Old Town

' ' • ' ' ' O p e n 7 d a y s a w e e k •••-•.• » V i

the struggling merchant being sighted in
the Gulf Stream by a fisherman who had
sailed his small craft into the bight
just before the violent gale winds
struck with force.

Although they would be rescued, it
was not the captain and the crew of the
ill-fated ship that were on the wreck-
er's mind, but the ship's cargo. If what
was in the ship's hold could be salvaged
before it was lost in the raging sea, it
could be worth thou^aiKds of dollars When
sold at the wrecker's auction in Key
West. .

MANY OF THE island's residents had
become rich salvaging the wealth carried
in the hulls of hundreds of luckless
"Ladies" that had gone astray on reefs
whose names meant little to passing cap-
tains until"they became the reef's vie- -
tims.

Fowey Rocks and Molasses Reef, Cof-
fins Patch and Halfmoon Shoal, and Som-
brero and Western Sambo were familiar
names to the wreckers who navigated the
waters of the Florida Straits and who '
had knowledge of every shoal and sandbar
from Key Largo to the Dry Tortugas.

IT TOOK SKILL'and daring to be a •
wrecker-and because he braved a multi-
tude of hazards and risks, countless
lives were saved and many ships with
their cargoes were able to continue to .'
their destinations. . .

The wreckers and their families
were a hardy breed of seafaring people
who migrated to the Bahamas from the
coastal areas of the Carolinas and New
England when the United States declared
its independence from Britain. Being
loyalists,, they preferred to live under
British rule, . '

-INTRODUCTORY
't*j ; ' i': SPECIAL
W . LEARN TO-SAlL FOR ONLY $75.00

Qf I NOW THROCIQHJD|CEMBER 15th

296-6050
Weekend 3 or 5 day courses
in Basic and advanced sailing
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Sharing

Caring
LATER, IN THE'early 1800s, they be-

gan to move from the Bahamas across the
Gulf Stream to the Florida Keys where
they became known as "Conchs" because of
their avid appetite for an abundant
shell-covered animal which inhabited the
waters surrounding the Keys. They lived
a simple isolated life; fishing, spong-
ing and turtling, but soon discovered
that the natural coral growth that
formed the reefs offered them more than
an abundance of fish. Not a month would
go by without several ships sinking,
running aground or being abandoned on
the rock-hard shoals, resulting in that
rare opportunity for wealth seldom be-

stowed on a people of any region, any-
where on the face of the earth.

THE U.S. GOVERNMENT soon stepped in
to reap some of the riches of wrecking
with the formation of a wrecker's court,
located in Key West, to collect duties
levied on salvaged cargo.

Thus the enterprise of wrecking be-
gan in the early 1820s, lasting for

AUNT LOLLY'S GROCERY
Tel. 296-3891 728 SIMONTON ST.

KEY WIST, FL 33040
ICE, CUBAN MIX

HOT-DOGS
Open: Till Midnight

7 Days
Except Sundays

Till 11 p.m.

SUNDRIES

THE ONLY DISCO
GROCERY IN TOWN"

NOTARY
PUBLIC

Your key to the Key.
1V2 hour guided tour of 60 of the
most unusual historical sites
you've ever seen.
The Key West Conch Tour Train
Mallory Square. Roosevelt Blvd., and
Duval & Angela Streets Depots
9AM-4PM
(305) 294-5161.
AWometco "
Attraction.

nearly a century. In its heyday from the
late 1840s to before the start of the
Civil War, over five hundred wrecks were
salvaged on the reefs off the Florida
Keys and Key West. On these treacherous
shallows the wreckers fought nature and
each other for. the treasure that made
Key West, whose population during that
period was about 2,500, the richest city
per capita in the United States.

ALMOST TWO MILLION dollars in prof-
its were taken in during one year by the
wreckers. The salvaged cargoes were
stored in warehouses until they were
auctioned off to the bidders who came
from as far away as London, New York,
New Orleans and San Francisco. The earn-
ings were then divided up among the
wreckers and the cargoes' owners. Every-
thing from silk to silverware, rum to
potatoes, furniture to the latest fash-
ions were transferred, legally or other-
wise, from the wrecked ships and into
the homes of the island's residents.
Even the heavy planks and- timbers from
the abandoned ships were used to build
many of the houses on the island.1

On a typical, quiet island evening
many residents would dress in the most
elegant finery and with the clip-clop
sound of a trotting horse on the red
brick streets they.would ride in com-
fortable buggies or carriages to visit
friends where they refreshed themselves
with liquor or other drinks served in
delicate glassware while they sat in ex-
pensive furniture under the glow of a
beautiful chandelier. Most, if not all,
of these luxuries were harvested from
the fertile reef.

THIS STORMY .DAY would be no differ-
ent from any .other when it was known
that a ship had run aground. Excitement
filled the air, for it was said that the
only events that broke the monotony of
the island's quiet life were hurricanes
and a wreck on the reef. As many as 50
salvage boats operated from Key West and

(/Sender - ZJan ii, .Jrn c.
REALTOR

FULL REAL ESTATE SERVICE

409 FLEMING ST.
296-6200 or 296-6231

Open 9 - 5 • Closed Sunday

- •

INTARC
INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE

ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN
INTERIOR DESIGN
SPLACE PLANNING FOR:
• RESTAURANTS
• LOUNGES
• RESIDENCES

414 SIMONTON ST.
KEY WEST 296-2008

'Your Telephone Secretary*

RITE
24 HOUR

TELEPHONE
ANSWERING

SERVICE
A PERSONALIZED SERVICE

WOT A RECOUPING!

All Messages Confidential

DOWNTOWN OFFICE FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE

Key West's Oldest, Most Experienced
For lnf>r<nati«i Without Obligation

PHONI 294-1044
513 FLEMING ST. RMS. 3 & 4

OLD ISLfiND
BIRD CO.

5O3 Greene St'
294-2932

PfiRROTS
COCKRTOOS

Strong healthy birds
that live.

Sexing and breeding
pairs available.

WELDED WIRE & BULK SED v ~
fti/line shipping boxes available

Bob LaPollc*
Tommy Richardson
Jerry Richardson

Buy - Sail - Trad*

1128 Simonton St.
296-2807

8 AM - 3 AM
Homemade Sandwiches
Congenial Family Bar

Package Store
Reasonable Prices

Established 33 Years
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season's greetings
from your friends

at 120 duval street
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it was a stirring sight to see them
raising their sails as they sped from
the harbor and made their dash to the
wreck.

The first captain to reach the
stranded vessel would be in charge of
the cargo and the salvage operation. Op-
erating under a government license, he
became the "Wreck Master" and could pick
any additional crews that he might need
in order to secure the cargo. At times,
bitter fights broke out among the crews,
but usually they followed the wrecker's
code of salvage.

WITH THE OCEAN'S spray breaking
over their bows, the salvage boats raced
towards the reef. Bucking the savage
sea, they set their sails to tack
against the strong wind. The driving
wind whistled through the rigging and
the solid masts strained from the pull
of the sails. Their hulls and their ribs
creaked and even cracked from the force
of the waves as the boats rose to the
top of each frothy crest, lurching back
before rolling down the other side only
to drive headlong into the next rising
swell. Even the wreckers knew that it
was dangerous to venture out on such a
wild sea and many would turn back or
sink before making the wreck site.

REACHING THE WRECK, the wreck
master would move in as close as neces-
sary alongside, for he had very little
fear of becoming snagged on the coral
rocks. The wreckers' boats were con-
structed to sit high in the water and
could practically •••skim over most of the
shallow areas around the reef. Often-
times he would meet resistance from a
merchant captain who would prohibit any-
one to board his ship. But in the midst
of a howling gale it would not take much
persuading by the wreckers to convince
the stranded captain of his predicament
and his only chance to save some part of
the cargo.

IF THE WRECK master failed to
change a stubborn captain's mind and get

him to sign a document allowing him to
take charge of the situation, the wreck-
ers would pull back or anchor off from
the foundering ship and refuse to lend
any assistance until the helpless cap-
tain, knowing that he was already in
trouble with the owners, realized that
he had no other choice than to let the
wreckers have their way. On the other
hand, if a ship had been abandoned then
no permission was needed to board her and
the first wrecker to reach it would be
the wreck master and have the right to
claim the wreck and its cargo. When a
ship was considered lost, everything of
value was removed including the sails
and the rigging. In an attempt to be
first at a wreck some wreckers would
sail for the reef at the first light of '
dawn where they cruised up and down the
length of the Keys in search of stranded
vessels.

NOT ALL'GROUNDINGS would occur in
violent weather. Many ships would slide
up on the reef during a calm ocean, the
result of tricky currents caused by the
flow of the Gulf Stream in combination
with the strong tides sweeping in and
out through the openings along the reef.
The uncertainties of the Florida Straits
were a challenge to even the most exper-
ienced sea captains, for the abrupt
change in depth from deep ocean to shal-
low rocks came suddenly without warning.
The darkness of night brought added con-
cern and increased the chance for mis-
haps .

FREQUENTLY, THE WRECKERS would un-
load just enough cargo to refloat a
grounded ship. The vessel was then
brought to Key.West where any damages
were repaired and the wreckers were com-
pensated for their services. The amount
of compensation was justly decided in a
wrecker's court, which was presided over
by a federal judge. Many decisions made
in that court are still considered law
of the sea today.

There were incidents of.vessels
which, after having had their damages

repaired, their debts paid and their
cargoes reloaded, would sail out the
channel for the straits, where, not long
after leaving Key West, they would again
run aground on the reef.

THE REPUTATIONS OF the wreckers
ranged from saint to sinner. Those who
had experience with them either cursed
them or praised them.

There were allegations that some
wreckers set deceptive lights and mark-
ers along the reef to cause a number of
unwary ships to run up on the rocks.
When large vessels laden to the decks
with cargo ran aground, it would some- •
times take weeks and require several
wrecker crews to complete the salvage
operation. It was during these periods
that unscrupulous "salvors" would some-
times toss valuable pieces of cargo
overboard where it would remain hidden
among the coral crevices and rocky out-
crops of the reef to be collected later
at some opportune time. It was also
known that some wreckers carrying sal-
vaged cargo that was to be brought to
Key West for storage would sometimes
stash portions of it at their favorite
hiding spots among the uninhabited is-
lands of the Keys. m-"J"'-<•'-•*''

BUT AS A rule, most of the wrecker
captains were honest men, many being -
among the most respected residents of
the island city.

As the years passed the U.S. Coast
Guard placed beacons and markers on the
reefs, and accurate charts and other
navigational aids gradually brought an
»end to the fascinating era of wrecking.
When the Wrecking License Registry fi-
nally closed its doors in 1921 the cry
of "Wreck on the reef" became a fading
echo of the island's past and would be
heard no more around the waters and
reefs of the Florida Keys.

Gold & Silver Rei
The Florida Keys ONLY COMPLETE JEWELRY REPAIR SHOP

ANTIQUE WATCH
JEWELRY REPAIR

DIAMOND
REPAIR

GOLD
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•
406 Duval St. We Buy Gold, Silver Coins, Watches, Diamonds
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ANOTHER NIQITF TO REMEMBER

Her parents are unknown; her age un-
certain. At the time a second life be-
gan for her she was judged by doctors
to be between three and six years old.
Her parents' names were, and may still
be, buried in a ship's safe at the bot-
tom of the North Atlantic.

The ship was the. Titanic. And Mrs.
Bertha E. Herring was the lone child
survivor of that catastrophe. A vivid
image of the night of April 14, 1912,
remains stamped in her memory now.

Asleep in her first class cabin, Ber-
tha remembers her mother waking her and
telling her not to cry; they were going
to a party. Her mother dressed her in
her prettiest clothes while outside
people were running along the'decks,
screaming.

Her father carried her to a lifeboat
on an upper deck and there she recalls
him and her mother arguing. Her mother
wanted to stay behind with her husband.
Her father was adamant; she must go in
the lifeboat hanging from davits high
above the water.

With the ship's band playing 'Nearer
My God to Thee1 over and over again,
Bertha's father held his child out to
be taken by her mother in the lifeboat.
But it was not to be. A man, ignoring
the time-honored rule of 'women and
children first,' "shoved her father aside
in his attempt to save himself. Sec-
onds later Bertha and her father
watched helplessly as the lifeboat
tipped on its davits spilling its human
cargo into the sea.

With the last lifeboat already low-
ered. Bertha's father had no alterna-
tive but to put his daughter in a life
jacket and throw her into the dark icy
water, knowing that her chances of sur-
vival-depended on someone pulling her
into one of the crowded lifeboats drift-
ing away from the sinking Titanic.

An SOS had' gone out to the SS Carpa-
thian in nearby waters, and a few hours
later those fortunate enough to have
found a place in one of the lifeboats
were rescued. Bertha was one of them.

After a year in a Catholic home in
Newbury Port, Massachusetts, during
which time a- search was made for rec-
ords , and survivors of the Titanic were
questioned"regarding Bertha's parents,
she was adopted by a U.S. Marine Colo-
nel and his wife, chosen from among
thousands of applicants who had res-
ponded in sympathy to the plight of the
child plucked from the sea.

Bertha, whqse/\b±xfiada.te became May 11,
her adoption date, went to Cambridge,
Massachusetts, where she grew up. And
during that process evidence of the
trauma that she had been through began
to manifest itself.

Whenever she heard 'Nearer My Sod to
Thee1 goosebumps popped up on her arms
and she felt afraid. But she had so
successfully blocked out the event from
her memory that it would be years later
before she knew the cause of her fear.

Upon graduation from high school as
valedictorian of her class, Bertha's
father gave her a car, an Essex Coach.
A gregarious young lady, she enjoyed
taking her friends riding in the sleek
automobile. It was one of those times
when, while crossing a bridge, that
one of her friends shouted, "Bertie!
Open your eyes, Bertie!" Bertie's eyes
were squeezed tightly shut as they al-
ways were whenever she crossed a body

of water.
that.

BY JOHN LESLIE

She didn't know why she did

Despite her Catholic upbringing,'
spiritualism held a fascination for
her, and once during a seance she at-
tended with some friends, the medium
said in a loud voice, "come in...come
in." And pointing to Bertha, told her
that her mother was standing over her
left shoulder. Bertha insisted that
her mother was home asleep. The medium
told the frightened girl that her mo-
ther from the spirit world would visit
her home that night'at midnight.

Shaken, Bertha, convinced her friends
to stay out with her until well after
that hour, and then, still afraid, she
asked a girl friend to spend the night.
They got to Bertha's home and being as
quiet as they could, started up the
darkened stairs.

Unknown to Bertha, her foster mother
was aware of the spiritualist meetings
and on that particular night chose to
play a prank. As the girls tiptoed up
the stairs, she came out at the top
landing wearing a white sheet over her
head. When Bertha saw the apparition
she fainted dead away.

After high school, Bertha was hired
by the John Hancock Insurance Company
and went to college at night. But
since her school records showed her as
being only fourteen, the insurance com-
pany needed further documentation. A

• birth certificate was required. Thro'ugh
his influence, her foster father was
able to get one for her showing her
date of birth as May 11, 1909. And at
about the same time Bertha learned that
she was an adopted child.

While attending college she went to
her counselor and told him about, some
•problem she was having. H-e.rvs.uggested .
that they were caused by some trauma
from her past. She couldn't think of
any trauma so her father was called in.
As it was not customary in those days
to tell children they were adopted, the
full story had been withheld from.Ber-
tha "until the day her father confronted
her with it at Boston College. Then
what had happened on that night in
April, 1912, gradually began to come
back to her.

Today, Mrs. Bertha Herring is the Ex-
ecutive Director of the American Red
Cross Chapter in Key West. She has
lived here since 1960 and loves the Keys,
and Key West especially. In order to
conquer her fear of the, water, she stud-
ied self-hypnosis. Now when crossing
the myriad bridges between here and the
mainland, she sees nothing but green
pastures and grazing cows, along with
the traffic, of course. She enjoys
swimming and as long as she can enter
the water from a beach has no fear.
However, nothing could induce her to
get into the water from a boat.

A year or two ago at Christinas a pic-
ture of an elderly woman appeared in a
Florida newspaper. The accompanying
story revealed the woman to be a survi-
vor of the Titanic. And among her mem-
ories of that tragedy was one of pull-
ing a young child from the water into
her lifeboat.- The little-girl was
wearing a soaked party dress. But for
personal reasons, Mrs. Herring has yet
to establish contact with her.

With recent eff o r t s by a Texas mil-
lionaire to salvage the Titanic, Ber-
tha Herring, after sixty-eight years,
has renewed hope of discovering the
identity of her natural parents•

For, if the ship's safe is salvaged
and still water-tight, not only would
it contain a fortune in jewels placed
there for safe keeping by such fami-
lies as the Astors and Vanderbilts but
would also reveal papers and documents
concerning the ship's passengers.

Bertha Herring says she will be on
the dock in New York the day that safe
is brought in.

19

Sow oould one see a reef so well
rTil he has seen a street
How precious to dive right in the Gulf
When he'e knotfn the city's heat
Sun is baking down on asphalt
People walk and wait for lights
People on the streets at noon
People fill the streets at night
English, Spanish, French and jive

They- oan't grasp BO many folks
In one place could he alive
Ah, Key West, you Coral Isle
I'm longing for your shore
Each time I taste a city's air
I grow to love you more
Land of coconuts and grunts
You know I'm coming home
With renewed appreciation
From the places that I've roamed-.

by Jody Adams

#OLD CUBAN CLUB
restaurant &bar

Fine Spanish Cuisine
featuring:

Paella del chef Jose
and

Zarzuela de Mariscos
(seafood casserole)

1108 Duval St. M.C., Visa, Diners Club
294-2729 (not a private club)

Reservations
Suggested
6-12 p.m.

SEASON'S GREETINGS
from

CHICO CHICA
Distinctive Clothing for

Men and Women

1207 DUVAL
KEY WEST

FLORIDA 294-3050

every evening in December

oira

Artist in Residence:
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Key West Conch

The best
collection of
gold and slver
conchs in
Key West

'JBi A Pendants, cartings;'
: | bracelets,

14Kandl8K
Signed original

SIMONTON

BILL'S
MUFFLER

S H O P 294-21D5
Toyotas & Trucks a Specialty

20 years experience
••OUR BUSINESS IS EXHAUSTING"

VANS* RV's«Economy Mufflers
FREE ESTIMATES , INSTALLATION

&EY WEST

Key West

SEE QUALITY HAND-MADE I

CIGARS ROLLED !
DAILY £

we fill
mail orders

PIRATES ALLEY
in historic

OLD KEY WEST

CLASSES IN NEEDLEPOINT
Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10-6; Sat. 10-2

Sun. & Mon. Closed
KEY PLAZA

294-2146

'EHTERTfllNMEMT H U T

\

42B Greene St. 296-9417

OLD TOWN REALTY INC. Bl MIS

\\,\ it *Key West and the Lower Keys'
most complete list of residential
and commercial properties.

REALTY WORLD *Home and apartment rental services.

CALL OR WRITE FOR OUR LISTING REPORTS

605 Simonton St .
Key West, Florida 33040
Telephone: 305 294-5525

P.O. Box I
Summerland Key, Florida 33042

Telephone: 305 745-3645

Key WEST VERSUS TIIE SAMENESS of AMERICA
BY BILL LORRAINE

- WHAT AN UGLY blight has hit Amer-
ica. As a boy growing up in the '50s
and '60s, I took for granted new iden-
tical housing developments and square
suburban shopping centers. I saw it as
a good sign, a sign of progress and
-prosperity. No matter if all the homes
looked alike. I looked past the fake
bricks and plastic shopping malls.
Then I noticed one day how much the
outskirts of Kansas City looked like
the outskirts of Atlanta, which looked
a lot like the Greater Cincinnati

PHOTL „, u v SAVIO
Compatible &tcond itoty addition -Li
pld(H,Lnq to tho. tyo..

area, and so forth, across America.
And then I drove down the west coast
of Florida, much of which is newly de-
veloped in the last ten years. Face-
less condominiums and ugly concrete
buildings dominate the landscape, di-
minishing the beauty of the soft,
white, palm-lined beaches.

I DROVE ON to Key West and was
struck with its beauty. Here was a
city full of unique buildings set
among lush tropical trees and flowers.

Keys Builders, Inc.
New Homes — Remodeling

Restoration

• Custom
Swimming Pools

Ph. 296-5427 1301 First SI,

Cecil Cafes • .

The result for me was a beckoning
warmth from the city of Key West, a
stirring sense of pride that I could
somehow belong to this town that had
so much character.

IT WAS THE impersonal sameness of
the rest of America that made Key. West
look so unique • to me, and you don' t
have to go far to see the difference..
Just compare the look of Old Town to
the look of North Roosevelt Boulevard.
"The strip" along North Roosevelt has
a beautiful ocean and coconut palms on
one side of the road, but the other
side looks like the rest of America
looks. The fear I have is that Key
West will wind up looking like Pt.
Lauderdale.

TWO SEPARATE GROUPS oversee all
new building in the "Old Town" section
of Key West (roughly, from Mallory
Square to Angela Street, and from
Whitehead Street to White Street) .
Garland Smith's building inspection
office looks after the structural
soundness of new buildings , and the
Old Island Restoration Commission
(OIRC) looks after the beauty of the
building and how it fits along
beside the existing buildings. Mr.
Smith said, "My job is to see that the
city's building and zoning codes are
adhered to. The job of esthetics in
the Old Town area is with the OIRC.
The state created the OIRC and gave
them the authority to judge the es-
thetics of new building in Old Town.
If they vote to deny a building plan,
then I am obliged to not issue a
building permit until the City Commis-
sion rules *"

THE ONLY CASE that has come that
far is the abstract and title company
building on Whitehead Street. OIRC was
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prepared to take the issue to court
until the City Commission withdrew its
support from the OIRC point of view
and allowed the abstract company to
finish the' building. OIRC apparently
botched their influence in the contro-
versial Billy's Bar case. At one point
they approved the proposed building
plans based only on an artist's ren-
dering, not an architect's building
plans. According to Smith, that
amounted to a blank check for Billy's
to build whatever he liked, provided
it was structurally sound.

OIRC MEMBERS ARE chosen for their
commitment to Key West and for their
"good taste." They decide what kind of
building would look good in the Old
Town section of Key West. There is a
very general list of things a house
must have to qualify as a compatible
structure. It can be built of wood or

roof can be almost any shape. You can
even submit plans for a house showing
a front door facing the street, then
during the building of it, turn it
around backwards or sideways where an
ugly side faces the street for every-
body to see. And even if the "good
taste" of the OIRC members is offend-
ed, there is very little they can ef-
fectively do about it. They have the
power to fine a violator only $100.

BUT BESIDES BEING "legally im-
potent, the OIRC has other problems.
Commission members are laymen, not
building contractors or architects.
The language of the construction busi-
ness is not familiar, and not everyone
can visualize how a building will look
by simply looking at building plans.
To help with this, current member
Janet Padron suggested that builders
turn in scale drawings of the neigh-

now open i
the

a RestauRant: At south Beach
(foot of 6uvaA)

SeRvmq Bwe&kfast ail Oay
ara£> Lunch

Open fRom 7tOO a.m.

Anc.hoi'i {'lay

concrete block, i t can be almost any
pastel color, i t doesn't have to have
gingerbread or shady balconies, i ts

borhood where new building is planned,
with the proposed structure drawn in.

EX-OIRC MEMBER BILL Ford cited

RESTRURRM
OPEN 6:30 AM TtL 10 PM PHONE 294-927»

MALONEY AVE. & 4th AVE. ACROSS FROM BOYD'S

1 Ib. T-Bone Steak
Bar B Qua Ribs, Chicken & Pork
Shrimp, Oysters & Scallops
Hot Corned Beef & Pastrami
Coney Island French Fries

• Beer & Wine
• Complete Breakfast
• Homemade Chill
• Conch Chowder

& Fritters

SURF & TURF « » • LOBSTER DINNER
WE COOK YOUR FISH

BREAKFAST
LUNCH ANP

DINNER

The f inest selection of
table and f l oo r lamps, track
lighting, ce i l i ng fixtures,
yard lighting, outdoor
fixtures & chandeliers
in the Florida Keys.

LIGHTING
Searstown

294-7916



NOW OPEN 7 NIGHTS
A WEEK

Leisurely
Dining

DINE IN ONE OF OUR
FOUR UNIQUE DINING ROOMS
OR JUST RELAX WITH A GOGKTAIL
IN THE NEW ENCLOSED
"BUTTERY GARDEN ROOM."

SERVING.., 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
7 - MIDNIGHT

1208 SIMONTON 294-0717

examples of how difficult it was to
enforce the Commission's rulings.
"When I served we got two types of ap-
plicants," he said, "one who would be
reasonable, and the other one who
would go to any extent to have his
way, like the guy who wanted to paint
his shutters black—we (the OIRC)
stopped the work and later finally
agreed that the shutters could be
painted dark green, so the owner went
ahead and painted them black, and
they're still black.

"THE CITY FATHERS are hostile to
the OIRC," continued Ford, "and the
two groups don't function together
like similar groups do in St. Augus-
tine, Charleston, S.C., Williamsburg,
Va., and Nantucket, other historic
cities." Janet Padron and past member
John Mercer agree. As building watch-
dog for the city, the OIRC must be
able to have the final word to enforce
what they agree upon as "good taste,"
and so they expect the City Commission
to support their decisions. "It's em-
barrassing," said Ford, "to see a
structure like Anchor's Way on Fleming
Street get through the system. I have
no idea how it could have happened!"

GARLAND SMITH CAUGHT a zoning
mistake on the Anchor's Way project.
HP-1 zones allow only four apartment
units in the property, and the An-
chor's Way building plans called for
six units. OIRC had already approved
the building plans with six units when
Smith caught the error, and the plans
were changed to four units. Later,
during construction, the building's
position on the property was shifted
sideways. The shift was approved by
OIRC, but the question was never on
the agenda of a regular OIRC meeting.
It was passed".'S-0 at an "informal
meeting," according to Smith.

FOR THREE DAYS I asked everybody
I saw what they thought of the new
Anchor's Way building on Fleming
Street. Did they like it, I asked. The.
non-scientific results were 35 to 2;
hardly anybody liked it. Some pointed
to the stark,,side that faces,.±he.._
street, others noticed how the" build-
ing was almost flush to the sidewalk,
with no setback. "There's really noth-
ing that can be done about it now,"
said an elderly Conch woman. "I mean,
look at it, it's already built! Com-
pletely finished. Nobody is going to
make him tear it down. Not here in Key
West. Once it's built here, no matter
how many building codes you violate
during the building, it stays built!
And no matter how many Key West citi-
zens you offend by the sight of it, it
still stays built."

BUT COULD THIS really happen?
Could someone take out a building per-
mit to build a house in Old Town, make
everybody think it's going to look
like it fits into the "Old Town look,"
then change the building plans during
the building of the house, and end up
with something entirely different, not
compatible in Old Town, but a finished
house nevertheless? When asked what •
could be done about Anchor's Way, John
Mercer said, "At this point, it's like
beating a dead horse."

'WHAT IT BOILS down to is, how
much ugliness are we willing to ac-
cept? The people in Nantucket aren't
willing to accept much. They are com-
mitted, and are backed up by their
city fathers. Here in Key West there
seems to be a big fudge factor. Most
builders are perfectly willing to co-
operate with the reasonable OIRC
rules, but where there is disagreement
with a builder, the OIRC has no power '
unless it is backed by the City Com-
mission. Will Key West soon look like
Ft. Lauderdale? Beware, because the
sameness of America is creeping up on
us from all sides.

KEY WEST IS a luncheon town; in
all the pleasing lunch emporiums where
you might take a noonday respite, the
right-hand side of the menus doesn.'t
run your budget off the rails as might
a dinner adventure.

This little woman standing there
in the orangey-green blouse. The waist
won't meet. Oh. It's my reflection in
the freckled oval gilt mirror. Why
does that hank of hair stick out from
the head? What I can do is loop this
around this ear and pin this to that
other ridge of hair. It just won't
seem to come to my hand today. Sheets
of ocean spray are rinsing the win-
dows; the rain outside beats the palms
into submissiveness.

I AM TO lunch with Miss Reta. A '
wicked corner of me enviously conjec-
tures, "There Miss Reta will be, one
foot slightly behind the other and
pointed the way a top model is depict-
ed in a pajama suit. She could pull
off wearing a 1920 bathing suit with
matching cap. She'll wear her $39.95
lace bra. She ALWAYS wears a Lili."
Again, peer dissatisfiedly in the mir-
ror. My vet would say, "This cat has
worms."

STAND THERE ON Waddell Avenue
glorying in the weather, rain on my
tongue, the bad, dark, dark bark of
the Dedek's dog, background. There is
Miss Reta gliding up for me in her
long, white station wagon. Something
birdlike—a rare and fabcy bird. Miss
Reta is very much Old Island and His-
torical and Restoration. She has come
from Tier imperious old Conch house
with the light furniture shapes
hunched like silent animals in the
charming rooms ... the William Morris..̂
crimson brocaded wallpaper in the -.-.-
bath. Sweep of steps down into the
Paul Sawyer patio where the good times
are had.

WE HAVE NOT far to go for our
lunch, and instantly 1 am carried into
the world of my friend of 20 years.
Miss Reta with her high level of comic
inventiveness. She speaks with femi-
nine wile. In a bright flutter of
words with those little Southern end-
ings tacked on like helium balloons.
Miss Reta is rather Tennessee-Belle by
way of Atlanta-Pearl-of-the-South.

WE PULL UP to our destination,
and Miss Reta puts out her narrow feet
in their pumps. The walkway is awash,
and Miss Reta plunges up to her ele-
gant, bony hips in rainwater.

With a certain defensive sedate-
ness, we enter Santa Maria dining room
for the southern comfort of our lunch-
eon. There is quite a cluster of
achievers and under-achievers happily
indulging in the cozy joys of a snug
retreat. Nothing except an amphibious
tank could navigate outside now.

MARTINIS COME. ESPRIT comes. Es-
prit is a French word meaning some-
where between the soul and the spirit.
Comradeship is unestablishable with
just anyone who passes, you know. And,
it is an honorable pastime to buy a
few yards of exchange and fun, peace
and talk, there with one's friend, wet
feet swinging, pursuing a bit of ham
across the plate and cornering it •
against the lettuce.

TALK GOES LIKE THIS: Our unalter-
able conviction that there is a God
... Restaurants that serve ortolans.
Restaurants that do not serve ortolans
... I cried. 0, I cried. It seemed so
hard ... For Christmas, I'm giving her
cigi by Colette, one of the best ever

written. So smart, so wise, so French
... She ought not to have said that to
him at The, Rooftop that noon ... Yes,
there are unseen powers all about us.
Forces to call upon. Forces for good.
And evil ... We HATE hanging pot
plants ... No, you're too fat to wear
urban cowboy sets ..."

POINT TO BE taken from all of
this, dear Solares Hill reader, is
that the most ordinary lives will con-
tain a bright thread of the comic and
a glistening, black thread of the
tragic.

ADDENDUM: MISS RETA'S brakes gave
out en route home, and she neatly
sheared off the side of that nice, big
white wagon.

You never know where it is coming
from in this world, but you always are
sure to get it.
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A ICEY WEST CHRISTMAS STORY BY MARTA VAGO

SANTA CLAOS DID not come to Key
West last year. Some of the kids
claimed not to have noticed—not being
into Santa Clauses—but others were
quite upset, even angry, at such an
unfair oversight. You could see them -
huddled over half-empty glasses and
flip-top cans, discussing this most
distressing event.

"I don't get it," said Joe, shak-
ing his head with confusion. "I was a
good boy all year."

"What did you do?" asked Sam. '
"Well, I was friendly with every-

body, I went to all the parties I was
invited to, and even won first prize
for the best "Tropical Depression"

costume of the year. You'd think that
such good behavior would bring some
reward. Why, I expected a 10-speed
bike for the costume alone!"

"IT'S A BUMMER," said Sam. "I
know exactly what you mean. Look at my
situation. I have this lemonade stand,
right? Now, I know I spent too much
money making it look spiffy. Hell, I
even borrowed some from friends. I
thought I could pay them back real
soon, like when Santa Claus came. Any-
way, I spent all this money and by the
time I got to buying lemons, water,
and sugar for the lemonade I just
didn't have enough left! Plus, this

Las -Palmas del Mundo

Oldest natural and seafood restaurant
in the Florida Keys

NEW ANTIQUE
ESPRESSO MACHINE

Merry Christinas!
1029 Southard. .294-7991

9 A M - 2 PM and 7 PM - 1 1 P M
except Monday

Mastercharge VISA

real cool-looking stand had the nerve
to start rusting on me, so I had to go
out and get more paint. Believe me, it
hurt! Then the cops started hassling
me about permits and licenses, and all
I wanted to do is sell lemonade from
this jazzy stand, make a fortune, and
open a larger lemonade stand in Disney
World or someplace like that. I mean,
all I really needed was Santa Claus to
come and lay a little bread on me so I
can pay" back my friends, paint the
stand with Rustoleum and buy me a ,
couple of bottles of Realemon until I
scraped enough together to use real
lemons—like maybe next Christmas."

"BOY, YOU SURE know what it's
like," sighed Betty. "My parents told
me long ago that if I got good grades
in school there wasn't anything in the
world I couldn't do. So, I studied
real hard—I was especially good in
English and crafts—and thought I'd
leave school for a-while and earn a
few bucks in a nice, warm place tutor-
ing rich kids, whose parents would
love me so much that they'd give me
money without my having to do a whole
lot of work for it. Really, a creative
person can't get bogged down with
working all day, especially with
younger children, for heaven's sake!
Sp, there I was, expecting Santa Claus
to drop me the name and address of a
filthy-rich family who would support
my obviously unusual talents. And you
know what? He didn"t even show _
up! Now, either my parents lied to me
or something is wrong somewhere!"

She placed her empty glass down
with.emphasis and ordered another
drink to calm her indignation.

THEY ALL SPOTTED Mary, walking
past them, at about the same time.
They called her over to commiserate.

"What do you think about this
nasty Santa Claus not showing up this
year?" asked Joe.

"Gee, I don't really know," re-
plied Mary. "I guess I've been too
busy to react one way or another. You
see, I've been working on this project
for almost a year. I've been going to
the library to get information, saving
my allowance like mad, trying to look
ahead two or three years, putting to-
gether different strategies and back-
up plans, and things like that. Plus,
I've been talking to a lot of grownups
and sometimes I stay up half the night
figuring out how many months' allow-
ance I have to keep in my piggy-bank
to make sure I don't run into
trouble."

"OH, IT SOUNDS so boring," whined
Betty. "When do you have fun?"'

"Actually, I have fun almost all
the time. The planning is fun, knowing
what I'm doing is fun, and, well,
making money is fun!

"You sure seem confident," re-
marked Joe with a certain air of dis-
appointment.

"I don't know if it's confidence
or it's just that my parents told me
that the ̂ only real reward for doing
things well is feeling good."

"That's all?" Betty's eyes popped
wide open like saucers.

Mary shrugged. "Well, I've got to
be moving along. See you all later."

"BEFORE YOU LEAVE, just tell me
one thing," said Sam. "What kind of
trouble do you keep money in your
piggy-bank for?"

"Like when Santa Claus doesn't
come."

• ; o h . " • ; •-• .
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we haven't forgotten the luxury
of all-cotton . . .

IZOD • LACOSTE

NORMAN • MERONA

ALLEN SOLLY

SIENNA

CANTERBURY

CANT

and neither should you.

5Qf~ front Street 294-4O66/-
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A European Style Coffeehouse

PAMACUC
FLAIR, VERVE, STYLE

Elegance of Manner

PANACHE
HAS

Quiche, Music, Cappuccino,
DECADENT DESERTS

§24 DUVAL ST.
Garden Entrance Smith Lane

Perfect (or Private Parties
i l A M - l A M DAILY

294-6433

The ICONOCIAST
BY JIM KOGAN

SOMETHING FOR THE MONEY

WITH THE FARE increase, the local
bus line has started to give the cus-
tomers something for their money. Re-
placing worn-out equipment is an ex-
pense, not an improvement, and should
be budgeted as an operating cost:, But
a new route is a step ahead. Key West
now has a bus line to the airport,
like most other United States cities,

It only runs once an hour which
is not very often and it stops early
in the evening so passengers on late
flights are not served. And by (a)
stopping early and (b) cutting its
route short, it fails to serve as many
residents and tourists as it could.

SURE, MANY TOURISTS bring their
cars but it is sometimes a comfort to
park the iron and let someone else
drive after pushing the wheels over
too many miles. Not to mention fami-
lies whose members have.diverse inter-
ests. And sure, anyone with any job at
all at a motel can drive but why not
give him a choice? And a bus to the
beach for residents as well as tour-
ists will be a help.

I SHALL ASSUME THAT the transit
authority plans to finish the job; at
this writing it has gotten a half-way
start. But just in case no such plans
are in the works, I shall outline what
would be most useful.

Start with a loop downtown, prob-
ab.ly via Front, Whitehead, Wall and
Duval streets. Then via Duval, South, '
Reynolds, Atlantic Blvd., Bertha,
South Roosevelt, into the airport each
way each trip, then around the end of
our island to a loop at Key Plaza and
Searstown and return the same route.

Frame-a-Gift
for

Christmas.

^ = = = = . . 711 Duval St.

Key West. Fla. 35O1O

pft. I5O5I 294-6911

. this year with a Gift of Art
Something to be Cherished Forever

Bring in that favorite photograph for the Grandparents
Special Coins for Dad
Keepsakes for Mom

Use YOUR Imagination — Let US supply the Creativity
TOGETHER we'll come up with something truly memorable

owcK

THE LINE SHOULD, run late enough
to serve the last regular flight,
which means leaving the airport about
9:00 p.m. or so each way, on the pres-
ent schedule. And every hour Is too
far apart.

Besides the obvious, it will en-
able residents on the south shore to
go shopping without taking along the
ton of steel and let tourists in the
eaat end motels send the children to
the beach or the museum—my family-
oriented friends tell me that being
able to send the children some place
for a few hours is the essence of va-
cation. Who knows, we may entice a few
visitors to stay a few more days and
spend more money....

SO, LET US congratulate the bus
management on making a start—who
knows, maybe it's a response to a
letter I sent so many monthB ago I'd
forgotten It (no, it got no reply)•
But whatever the reason, it's a start.
Now maybe a little encouragement will
hasten finishing the project.

keyu/est

PLANT NURSERY

PLANTS

PLANT LEASING • MAINTENANCE
LANDSCAPE DESIGN &
INSTALLATION •. YARD WORK
TREE TRIMMING

FREE ESTIMATES

SOD • PALMS
FRUIT TREES

MENTION THIS AD AND GET

1 FREE PALM TREE
(IN 3" POT)(IN 3" POT)

with any purchase

KEY WEST TROPICALS
33O5 NORTHSIDE DR.
(NEXT TO SEARSTOWN)

296-2445
9 AM TO 6
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WHICH
WATER HEATER

PUTS MONEY BACK IN YOUR POCKET

Thinking Solarf
Say

Semoo
j Sotar Water Heating Systems for home andl.business

Swim in Comfort
12 Months a Year

Switch to a Solar
Pool Heating System

For details and
a no-obligations

-cost i,uotition.
CAR 296-9974

by i
Americas Leading

Solar Pool Heating Manufacturer

Howord Finkle • Authorized Dealer in the Keys.

518DUVU.ST.
SUMMER HOURS
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EdlTORlAl BY BILL WESTRAY

The. Builne-ii Guild'& SPHINX - WINNER

NEW ORLEANS has Mardi Gras; Paris has
Spring. But in Key West, it's FANTASY
FEST: Bacchanalia reigns supreme on
this night of nights, when each man, wo-
man and child indulges his or her most
secret or outlandish fantasy. One young
woman, echoing the sentiments of many,
bellowed, "tonight I can be anyone I

want to be!" The old gods must have
smiled at- such keenful, boisterous
delight! Revelers were everywhere,
paying tribute to ancient spirits
of Hallowmas, later called All Hal-
low's Eve, and finally, Halloween,
vigil of All Saints'! Let the old
Sphinx reveal its secret? let
Beauty get her Beast; yet the Mul-
let Wrapper goes on forever!

Beauty and the. Be.a&t - ¥cu>t Back'•&

•-- Tfie Ke.y We.it Citizen

LAST MONTH WE reported on a pro-
posal by partners Toby Arnheim and
Norman Wood (redevelopers of Marri-
ott's Casa Marina Resort and Key West
Villas townhouses) to purchase about
51.2 acres of the City-owned Key West
Municipal Golf Course on Stock Island
for $1 million in cash for a residen-
tial development of 597 units. In a
separate but related proposal, Arnheim
and Wood offered to lease the remain-
ing 110 acres for a base rental of
$36,000 per year for 99 years and de-
velop it into a "PGA Championship"
golf course at a cost to them of $5 to
$8 million.

WE EXPRESSED THE opinion that the
purchase price of $1 million was much
too low for land that prominent real-
tors had estimated as potentially
worth $6 to $8 million, and that the
purchase proposal by Arnheim and Wood
was a new proposal over the original
99_year lease proposal, and should be
readvertised to all interested bid-
ders. We further suggested that the
original 99-year lease proposal was a
better deal for the City since its
terms provided for cash payments to
the City of $2,000 per residential
unit constructed on the property, AND
an annual rental return on the land ,
under lease for townhouses of 10% to
12% of the land value. (Arnheim and
Wood, however, estimated the land
value for the townhouses at $10,000
per acre; we contended that the land
value should be at least $10,000 per
townhouse unit built or $5,970,000 for
the 597 units; this would be about 12
units per acre.) Potentially then, a
lease for the townhouse land would re-
turn to the City $1,194,000 in CASH
and up to $716,400 per year there-
after.

WITH RESPECT TO the 110-acre golf
course, we suggested that the $36,000
base rental ("from public greens fees •
... if any") was inequitable to the
City, and that though Arnheim and Wood
were proposing to develop the course
at a cost to themselves of $5 to $8
million, they were planning to pledge
the City's.land in first mortgage to
the mortgagee (bank) to secure their
construction loans, and that they
could pull out at any time, leaving
the City holding the.bag of indebted-
ness. We felt that the proposed lease
agreement had been written by the
prospective lessee (Arnheim/Wood) in
terms that,favored the lessee through-
out, and that insufficient protection
and control was provided to the lessor
(City). We felt that the completed
golf course, developed with the City's
resources as collateral, should ulti-
mately yield to the City $800,000 to
$1,000,000 per year through percent-
ages of ALL fees.and rents (including
sublease rents).

THUS, WE SUGGESTED that the ulti-
mate return to the City, not counting
ad valorum taxes, could be $1.28 to
$1.8 million per year instead of the
$1 million cash and $36,000 per year
offered by Arnheim.and Wood. As we
went to press last month, the City was
planning a special Commission meeting
for October 29th, at which revised
terms for the sales and land lease
agreements would be considered. The
City would also have received an opin-
ion from a Miami real estate attorney
regarding the desirability of the
agreements to the City.

THE GOLF COURSE agreements were
not placed on the agenda for•< the Octo-
ber 29th Commission meeting7"hor any
other meeting*. > A legal opinion on the
subject dated November 5, 1980 ad-

dressed to our City Attorney• from Carl
K. Hoffman, Esquire, of the law firm
Bradford, Williams, McKay, Kimbrell,
Hamann, Jennings and Kniskern of Mi-
ami, has not yet been considered in
public. We secured a copy on November
2Oth and have reviewed it. In general
•attorney Hoffman seems to convey the
opinion that the terms of both the
proposed agreements appear to be one-
sided in favor of the buyer/lessee
Arnheim/Wood partnership. On the pro-
posed sales agreement, Hoffman sug-
gests changes that reduce the City's
guarantees and commitments, and calls
for much stricter definition of stan-
dards or methods to be used for pur-

than Public Greens Fees. No require-
ment for annual audit. Contains state-
ment that lessee has no duty to maxi-
mize base rental.

ALTERATIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS

Proposed ground lease agreement
gives lessee a carte blanche as to al-
terations.. Hoffman writes, "The City
should not give away all control over
the property." Hoffman suggests three
new paragraphs to give the City con-
trol and authority over deterioration
of improvements, and over all altera-
tions or demolitions under a written
permit arrangement. He suggests a
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We. AuggeAtzd that the. uLtimatz leXwtn to the. City, not counting cud valonem t/xxu, could be. $1.28
to $1,8 mWLLon pen. yew. Inittad oi the. $1 mUZlon caih and $36,000 pex yexui o^eted by fanhelsn
and Wood.

chase price reductions. The sales pro-
posal required the City to guarantee
"marketability" and Hoffman reduces
this to "insurability," a lower stan-
dard of insurance. The proposed agree-
ment would require the City to cure
title defects promptly, and would
thereafter allow the purchaser the
option to cure defects at the expense
of the seller without limit as to
cost. This might be a sticky question,'
since the right of the City to sell
this property may well be questioned.
Hoffman recommends that the seller be
given one year to cure defects, and
this right be vested solely in the
seller with no purchaser's option.
Hoffman takes particular note of the

: proposed purchase price of $1 million,
and in almost an understatement,
writes: "Finally, since the City is

, selling property for one million dol-
lars on which the developer can build
500 units, the land price is $2,000 per
unit, a fantastic buy in today's econ-
omy. Therefore, we recommend that the
purchaser pay all costs related to the

; closing, including the seller's attor- .
ney's fees."

' . WE BELIEVE THAT this deal is more
than "a fantastic buy." We believe
that a substantial increase in pur-
chase price is called for. We believe
that the developer intends to add
about $2 million in land fill, utility
service and street costs to the $1
million purchase cost, and then sell
the residential land in improved par-
cels for about $9 million, thereby
tripling his money on the land pur-' •
chase-alone. We still believe that
the lease agreement is the better di-
rection for the City to follow; how-
ever, if sale becomes the mandatory
option, we believe that a sales price
of about $4 million, coupled with $2
million in development costs, would
total $6 million to the developer, and
would allow them a profit margin of
about 50% or '$3 million on the resi-
dential land alone. They would also
have all the profits on the townhouse
sales.

HOFFMAN WROTE 12 pages of com-
ments on the proposed ground lease
agreement for the golf course develop-
ment. Most of the comments concerned
changes in, or objections to, terms
and conditions that seemingly were de-
signed to favor the purchaser over
the seller, as follows:

BASE RENTAL

Ten percent of the public greens
fees or $36,000 (whichever is larger)
is the total consideration promised to
the City, not the base amount. Private
greens fees, other income, and even
rents from the existing clubhouse fa-
cilities are excluded.

• RECORD KEEPING AND MANAGEMENT

Proposal contains no requirement
for accounting to' the City for other

Maintenance Reserve Fund, and calls
for a penalty provision against the
lessee if construction and maintenance
of improvements do not meet require-
ments .

MORTGAGE OF FEE

This is the proposed provision
that requires the City to mortgage the
110 acres as collateral to secure the
lessee's construction loans. Hoffman
writes:

"The substance is that the City
is required to subordinate its fee po-
sition to a first mortgage on the
property. The City should not agree to
subordinate its fee, but instead allow
provisions in the lease which would
allow the lessee to obtain a leasehold
mortgage with full protection to the
lease hold mortgagee. Unless the City
has already committed itself to subor-
dinate its fee and cannot change its
position, we have language to enable
the lessee to obtain leasehold financ-
ing with safeguards for the City."
(Editorial note: We have found nothing
in the public records that irreversib-
ly commits the City to subordinate its
fee.)

To continue, Hoffman writes, "In
particular, there must be a provision
that in any mortgage where the mortga-
gee (bank) agrees to give lessor
(City) notice of any default (by les-
see) that the mortgagee will give ad-
ditional time to lessor to cure the
default. Also if the City agrees in
advance to accept or approve the mort-
gagee (bank), the type of mortgagee,
including its capital assets,, must be
stated. If the proposed mortgagee does
not fit into the specific category,,
the City should have the right to give
its written approval to the mortgagee.
Such terms are vital as otherwise an
undesirable mortgagee could be in the
position to foreclose and get control
of the property with attendant embar-
rassment to the City."

We heartily agree. One of our
concerns has been' that the lessee
(Arnheim and Wood) could get into fi-

USE OF CONSTRUCTION LOAN MONIES

As proposed by Arnheim and Wood,
this ground lease agreement places no
restrictions on the lessee as to what
the construction loan, secured by City
land, could be used for (such as to
build the townhouses and run utility
service thereto). Hoffman writes:

" (lease) ... should not allow
lessee to encumber the property except
to construct the sole improvements or
to repair the demised premises; the
lessee must not be allowed to get fi-
nancing on the demised premises or to
increase the financing, in a way by
which the money received could be
used for any other project.

"In addition, the provision in
Section 4.02 (of the proposed lease)
by which no leasehold mortgagee shall
become liable to lessor as an assignee
unless It expressly assumes such li-
ability is unacceptable. Any mortgagee
which becomes assignee of the lease
or through foreclosure or otherwise
assumes the role of lessee, must auto-
matically be liable to the lessor."

ASSIGNMENT AND SUBLETTING

The lease proposal provides that
the lessee may at any time, sell, as-
sign or transfer its leasehold estate
in whole or part to any entity in
which the -lessee has an ownership
interest, without the consent of the
City. Since ownership interest is not
defined and thus could be any infini-
tesimal amount, Hoffman recommends
that the lessee be required to retain
at least a 50 percent interest in the
transferee entity.

INSURANCE

Hoffman devotes about four pages
of comments to insurance coverage of
all sorts to protect the City's inter-
ests during construction and there-^
after during operations. He suggests
controls on proceeds from insurance to
guarantee that physical damage is
promptly repaired in a quality manner,
and that the City's rights to proceeds
are protected. Substantial minimum
limits are called for.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Hoffman notes that although an
advisory committee composed of three
members appointed by the City and two
members by the lessee is provided for,
it is useless because the proposed
agreement states that the operation of
the premises is at the sole and abso-
. lute discretion of the lessee.

HOFFMAN CONCLUDES IN part with
the following general comments:

"There is no provision requiring
the lessee to maintain the greens in a
condition comparable to other Florida
first class golf courses, nor for the
purchaser under the Agreement of Sale
to maintain the property in a first
class condition while it is still

Hodman iald, "Finally, ilnce. the. City l& AzlLlng pftopeAty Ion one. million dotlata on which the.
deveZopeA. can build 500 unlt&, thz land fVu.ce Ik $2,000 poA unit, a ̂ antcutlc bay In today'&
zconomy...."

nancial or economic distress, default
on the mortgage, and the City>would
lose the golf course in its entirety,
through foreclosure by the mortgagee.
An unscrupulous mortgagee could then
abandon the golf course project com-
pletely, and develop it as residential
property. The City would get nothing
out of it except the initial $1 mil-
lion.

PERFORMANCE BOND

Hoffman believes that^this provi-
sion should be revised to require a
payment" as'well as' a. performance/bond.

title holder thereto. There is no pro-
vision requiring the lessee to main-
tain structures in good repair and
providing for default if repairs are
neglected.

"There . uld be some language in
the lease that members of the public
and members of the private membership
club will be treated .equally (i.e.,
regarding starting times). In addition
greens fees, should be the same! ;£or
members of thi public as well as pri-
vate members. There is no board or
commission to review greens fens, and
no-outside standard for greens fees."

r
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The Grande Terrase

I i

La Terraza presents
a racy cocktail lounge with delirious drinks,

thts. most fabulous fondues I prepared starside),
and

notoriously delightful desserts.-

Open Now Everyday-to 2 A.M.

Special drinks at Special Prices
.torn 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. dally.

1125 Duval Street 294-0344
Lawrence Formica, proprietor

r
mtufal Jood <i k

As we celebrate the holidays
' and new year, consider a

gift of health.
Either a gift certificate or the

truest kind of "care package"
will offer lasting rewards to
your loved ones.

December marks our birth-
day too. So stop by for special
prices and our gift to you on
the 12th.

Thank you for a fulfilling and
productive first year. We look
forward to continuing and im-
proving our service to you.

on Southard at Duvai 296-2393,

IN SUMMATION SOLARES HILL be-
lieves:

That a ground lease agreement
ON THE RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY under
terms substantially proposed by Arn-
heim and Wood in their letters of May
31, 1979 and August 17, 1979 is eco-
nomically the most advantageous to the
City in the long run. It eliminates
the problem of clear title and the
question of the City's right to sell
this property. Attorney Hoffman has
stated that he can provide language to
enable the lessee to obtain financing
with safeguards for the City.

That all of the additional or
modified terms for the golf course
ground lease recommended by Hoffman
should be incorporated.

That the City should be en-
titled to a percentage (nominally 10
percent) of all the gross proceeds
from the operation of the golf course
including public and private greens
fees and rents from subleases and con-
cessions.

That in the event that sale of
the 51-acre residential tract is
_deemed to be the only viable alterna-
tive, a substantial increase in pur-
chase price (we recommend $4 million)
be required.

That if Arnheim and Wood refuse
to agree to substantial increases in
the money to the City, that the City
break off negotiations and advertise
for bids on the sales and lease con-
tracts, modified as attorney Hoffman
recommends, with biddable items con-
sisting of the sales price of the
sales contract, and the base rental
and percentage for the lease agree-
ment, and award to the highest res-
ponsible bidder.

AS WE WENT to press this time we
were advised that the prospective les-
see 's Dallas attorneys were in Miami
negotiating with our law firm of Brad-
ford and Associates, represented by

Carl Hoffman;- in an effort to reach,
an agreement which could be presented
to the City Commission for their con-
sideration and/or approval at their
next regular meeting on December 1st,
We urge our readers to keep themselves
informed on this subject and to ex- •
press their views to their City Com- .
missioners both privately and at pub-
lic Commission meetings.

THE WAY THE DEAL STANDS TODAY IS
THAT THE CITY GETS ONLY $1 MILLION in
cash to cover a $1.7 MILLION DEBT, AND
$36,000 PER YEAR THEREAFTER. That's
the way it will stand unless WE change
it.

Westers' Stop

"Just an Island shop"Key Westms' Shop

"Just an Island shop

HOURS:
6:30 AM to 9:30 PM
Country Breakfast

Two Homemade
Soups Daily

Steaks • Seafood
Family Prices

KEY WEST ,
GLASS WORKS Happy

New Year!We Coffee
is back/ STAINED

GLASS

WINDOWS
LAMPSHADES
&OBJECTS

d'ART
gifts for
all seasons

iCey Westers shop*

DAYS INN
The Place To Stay

at the end of the day
80 Motel Rooms • 35 Apartments

1018 truman ; 305-294-
key west, florida 33040

story # • •
3852 N. Rooseveit Blvd.
Key West, Florida 33040
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to Kite^Kits Flying Toys Puppets

'Give a friend a High!"

•Kites
409 Greene St.

snwwv&sr AT SOUTH

ANGELC'S

OL/r SERVICE AVAILABLE
OPEN DAILY''TIL 4 AM

08 DUVAL ST.

Note.* continue.d Inom page. 9

accomodate more company than expected. I borrowed chairs and
card- tables from friends and neighbors, sent down to Thompson's
ice house on Caroline Street for bags of chopped ice (they
didn't have ice cube machines back then) and searched around for
extention cords.

Chotteau disappeared around lunch time and said he would be
back about four, so I had time to take a nap, shower and dress.
He also left a stack of scrapbooks for me to examine and through
these I learned the facts about his strange career before he
came to Key West and put up a primitive shack out on Stock Is-
land in the vicinity of where Artist.Agricola had a little house
and studio. There they had evidently become friends. In fact,
Karl had mentioned Chotteau and asked if I might do a feature
story on him. I tentatively agreed, reminding him that such
an assignment would have to come about through my editor. Karl,
an ex-Marine, added that Chotteau had interested him and a group
of Leathernecks stationed here in one of his offbeat adventures
which could enhance the interest of a feature story on Chotteau.

Paul had a wild dream of harnessing a shark so that he could
navigate the 90-mile stretch of sea between Key West and Cuba
by way of shark-power. In fact, he had once managed to capture
a shark, harness and briefly ride behind it in a conveyance that
wasn't exactly a skiff with pontoons, or waterskiis, but a wierd
contraption combining the ski-pontoon-skiff invention. As for
the harness, it was made of strong webbing and sailing canvas
that fastened around the shark's torso with buckles fore and aft
of the big dorsal fin, fashioned so that the harness couldn't
slide off.

As for the guidance method or actual control, Chotteau claimed
he could do it by shifting his own 220 pounds from side to side
while holding on to sturdy guide reins.

"I will show you now my invention works in the movie which will
be shown at the party," he promised. Well,. at least the idea was
a novel one, I rationalized.

At about five o'clock, a truck stopped in front of the Dey
Street abode and Paul and four husky young men in civilian garb
piled off the back. Chotteau and the driver clambered out of '
the cab and began to unload a big movie screen. • The Agricolas
also chugged up in a beat-up jalopy.

There was some brief reconnaissance and arguments before it was
decided to erect the screen frame at the far end of the yard,
which meant tethering Torpedo at another spot which I hoped was
a safe distance from party maneuvers. But after introductory
hellos the Marines, all in shorts and colorful sport shirts, got
everything in shipshape order and there was a pause for first
rounds of beer. As a matter fact, they had brought a couple of
cases of their own, plus a big litter can to toss away discards.
I began to feel more elated. It looked as if Chotteau's system
of party giving was going to be a success, after all.

While DeeDee Agricola and I set about making sandwiches in the
kitchen, the regular guests arrived, some bringing extra goodies,
beer, wine and even a few bottles of booze. Luckily there were
plenty of foamite glasses and paper cups. There weren't enough
chairs for all-around seating, but nobody, seemed to mind. Peo-
ple simply sat on the floors of the hallway, the living room,
bedroom, the porch in front and front and back yards.

All went merrily along with moderate noise, considering that
there were some 20 people assembled in such a small, area - until

Max tauUtCpU artidc^erb

YOUCATCH
WE COOK'

... ClosedTw&tWii,

Chotteau, having consumed a mixture of wine and beer over some
three and a half hours decided it was serenade and group chorus
time. Out came the violin, and with dramatic flourishes he made
the rounds of the party-goers, playing the French national an-
them, requiring guests to struggle to their feet, stand at at-
tention and join in the singing. The first time wasn't too
objectionable, but after the fourth interruption the cooperation
was practically nil. Paul then began organizing, or trying to
organize, some French games while he played screechy tunes.
The games involved chanting rhymes and ditties, in French and
broken English, with musical chairs and the old-fashioned "post-
office" kissing game. Nobody could quite understand the themes
and. some merry-makers lost their merriness. By that time every-
one was magnetized by the food display, anyway, and began de-
vouring the refreshments and ignored the game direction flour-
ishes. There were even some impolite comments such as "Buzz
off!" "Stow the fiddling, Nero!" Paul was finally induced to
let the crowd pursue its own fun without games. But he sulked
in a corner nursing more vino.

By 9:30 p.m., the last light was gone from the evening sky and
it was the right hour to show the promised film. There was more
scrambling around to adjust seating arrangements, set up the pro-
jector from just inside the back door and focus it precisely.
Finally this was accomplished with maximum shouted instructions.

The action shots of Chotteau swimming showed he specialized in
the .European-style breast stroke, only now and then applying the -
usual Australian crawl technique. He would come up blowing like
a whale when he surfaced. Unfortunately, .the audience found this
excruciatingly funny and began sound effects as if blowing great
gusts of water synchronized with the swimmer's movements. And
when he staggered up out of the surf at the end of a swim, al-,
though the movie was silent, the watchers supplied shouts of tri-
umph as Chotteau struck postures of victory. I regret to state
that the worst offenders were Paul's so-called "pals and bud-
dies." But finally the baiting ceased when the last sequence
was focused on screen.

This was the segment which showed the harnessing of a medium-
sized shark to thex pontooned-craft devised by Chotteau, and then
came the climax - when Paul actually managed to mount and bal-
ance himself on the precarious perch of the craft.

The shark began to swim around in circles, never in a straight
line, and Paul, muscular as he was, was not in directive control
although he tried. This bit of the unusual feat was fascinating.
The audience was thrilled and strictly attentive. Then suddenly,
the shark dived - Chotteau lost the guiding reins which weren't
doing an efficient job anyway, and finally, his huge hulk toppled.
into the water.

The shark was evidently too frightened to turn on him. It dis-
appeared under the waves, dragging the craft out of sight with it.
Paul was rescued by a standby crew in a small outboard motor
boat, and the movie was concluded.

Afterward, there were some clusters of discussion and pledges
made to help Chotteau in his obsessive mission.

The first objective was to capture a suitable shark. It must
be healthy, not too large, but powerful enough to pull the com-
bined weight of the man and craft. The Marine representatives
swore to promote the project there and then.

The party finally broke up about midnight - after a call by
police who said the uproar and loud music could be heard blocks
away.

The final note was that Chotteau obtained written pledges of

Saijdwidj
On the patio in Key Lime Square

Deli, Seafood, and Vegetable Sandwiches

Our specialties:
Lamb sandwich with
mint and sour cream.
Fresh Florida
lobster sandwich.

•fr W e now serve
beer a n d wine. TV

WE DELIVER
296-3335

*Ask
around,
you'H
come to
Sunlion*

Are you tired of impersonal lewelry?
At Sunilon, your original concepts

are translated Into personal and dis-
tinctive lewelry creations. The finest
gem quality stones are cut fit polished
to the shape you desire. Mountings
and chains are designed In solid ster-
ling silver, 14K or ISKgold.

All work is done on the premises
and In most cases t can give you
same-day service. All chains can be
custorn-cut to bracelet, necklace or
anklet length ... or sized for wherever
you might want to wear them. Call or
wrl)e For an estimate, t will send It, and
•then your special creation, directly to

Finest and most
complete selection of
14K and 18K gold
jewelry in the Keys.

siiDersmith • goldsmith • lapidarg

jgunlion 5^ttielr|j
custom toork ictoclru repair

neil jefferg goidbtrg
t. 1973

m duttat street
ftcu toest, Honda 51040

Guide Your Canoe Silently Into The Serene
Beauty Of Protected Tropical Island

Waters. See The Keys As the Indians
Did, And Explore With An Ex-

perienced_LocalNaturalist. _

EQUIPPED CANOES & LUNCH
FOR MORE INFORMATION WRITE

PO. BOX62 BIG PIN^KEY, FLA 33043

For ei^ijfice
without cssi'i vagance

THE

raws.
THREE fv

7-DA.V

5:30 D.n •10 p.m.

Cocktoi! u; .;',; " popular
•• WEST I K ? # S BOUNCE

AT THE SANTA Mfl,RtA

1401 SIMON1ON ST.
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financial support from several of my guests as well as promises
from the Marines for support in catching the right specimen of
shark.

The aftermath: Several sharks were obtained but they never
did succeed in the Key West-to Cuba, via shark power enterprise.

The original Marine' promoters became involved in other things
and drifted off to different, unknown dest inies .

Several years after the brief burst of interest in his plan of
1955, Paul Chotteau drifted off to Miami. I had written a fea-
ture story, as requested, but i t wasn't of sufficient appeal in
the light of more serious happenings in the world. The Miami
Herald repeated Chotteau's fruitless ambitions to be in the
spotlight.

The last report of him was his death in the late 1960s. He
was found deceased in a campsite along the Miami River, sur-
rounded by all his publicity notices and his violin in i t s case
...now forever silent.

P.S. In addition to being a long distance swimmer of note,
Paul Chotteau was "a writer and an amateur a r t i s t . He left a
legacy of his, skill in an illustrated book, Oscar: A Romance
under The sea, which was published by the Florida Printing .
Publishing Company, sometime during Paul ' s stay in Key West in
the 1950s.

There are a few copies of his work in the Monroe County
Public Library.
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K
Now Open For. liunch Monday-Friday 11:00-2:30

Vermouth Cassis '. ... MS
Blanc Cassis .; ffl
Sangria « *
Sweet or Dry Vermouth .•.. IM
Port . . . OS
Cream or Dry Sherry OS
Champagne Coddail . . . - . . . : J*»
Dubonnet (Red or Blonde) W
uiiett . . • , ' : . . . . . w°
M i m o s a . . . : , , . [ - - 3/>o

: ^ |;

Grenache R o s e ' . ] ; . ...;'...-,. tSO *j*>
Chabl i s . . . . . . . . U ,• 3 M t
Burgundy j . . ] . , . ifo
Wine by the Glass | ; US

OLD TOWN SQUARE
OPEN FOR DINNER 6-11

2M-6707

425 FRONT ST.
KEY WEST, FLA.

CLASSICAL
COOKING

BEER & WINE

svaterfraru
Gallery

Heineken(UghtorDaik) ***
B a s s A l e •, •.-•
St. Pauli Girl AM
Michelob Lite . . . . ; « "
Michelob on Tap /.*>

CfiOlCJSS
Perrier Water " *
Coffee, Hot or Cold •'»
Tea, Hot or Cold : . . ; . . . : -W
Anple Juice -W
Soft Drinks '..'. -fS
M i l k . . . . . . ; . . . . . • S O
Espresso • .*... *^9
Cafe con Leche W

Nlcoise «W
Avocado Stuffed with Shrimp. '..**»
B i r d o f P a r a d i s e ( w i l h Fresh F r u l l . C o t t a g e C h e a t o r Y o g u r t ) . . . . . W
Seafood Salad ; •**»
Stuffed TomAto (with Tuna Salad) J.W-

(wUh Shitnp Salad) . . . . : . . . **9
Avocado, Tomato and Onion '•*
A la Carte S a l a d . . . . «*»

Tuna Salad AM
Reuben (Op«i lao) 3.9$
Shrimp Salad . ; * «
Finger Steak (Sirloin on GarSe Bread) S.9S
Grilled Cheese, Tomato & Canadian Bacon (Ojxsn face). . . * 1 *
Hamburger J1**
Cheeseburger , ; M *

Eggs Benedict •***
Fish of the Day •***
Platter of the Day
Conch Steak **>
Stone Crabs 4.M

soups
Conch Chowder ..i.tS
Soup of the Day . .' i .W

Mushroom & Mozzarella -. M S
Cream Cheese & Scalllons 3.93
Omelette of the Day .....[ 3.95

Ponrchartrain Pie W*
Dessert of the Day
Key Lime Pie ] 1.74
Ice Cream (Chocolate Sauce 50C extra) . • ' hit

Of Gibss ANCI LIES UNCIEII Tuopic SSCIES
BY JOHN HELLEN

It is a well understood fact that to
have playing cards and money in general
proximity to each other on a bar is a
major 'no-no1. "Gambling" would be the
immediate assumption on the part of a
police officer, should he enter such a
bar and observe those 5 2 laminates cud-
dled next to change from a twenty.
Even cribbage, a card game given for-
mality by the use of a pock marked
piece of wood, must be played without
any currency in view. Backgammon, an-
other game popular in bars, also has a
scoring, system wherein money is traded
(paid off) only after the session has
ended. Darts is dangerous, consider-
ing the frequency of those who suddenly
go amuck on hot tropical afternoons.
And 8-ball necessitates the ponderous
presence of a table and the clutter of
difficult to maintain equipment, as
well as a whole lot of less than wel-
come legwork.

What is a bar-goer to do on those
baking, hot tropical afternoons when
not even overhead fans or ice cold
beers can muster his attention suffi-
ciently to converse?' Well, there are
nothing like bar games to jar the bar-
goer into afternoon joviality, to
awaken and cool down his benumbed at-
tention.

But card games, as noted, are suspect
in bars. Solution: get rid of the
cards. And board games are either cum-
bersome, limited in the number of par-
ticipants, or repetitive. Solution:
get rid of the boards. Now that leaves
us with the core element of all bar
games: money. Money of and by itself
is what the" most essential, although
not the simplest, bar game is about.

In the context of the game we are to
discuss here 'money' means one dollar
bills, although, conceivably, say at
the Ocean Reef Club, 'money' could mean
twenty dollar bills. One dollar bills
are both the cards and equipment of
Liar's Poker. The one dollar bill
neatly incorporates dice, aces, darts,
cues and pay-offs into a thin piece of
paper. It is Monopoly without Park
Place, billiards without balance, crib-
bage' without calculation, it is .purely
and simply gamesmanship, or if you will,
out and out prevarication. Yes, that's
right, fibbing.

Unlike true poker, with all its varia-
tions. Liar's Poker has only one set
pattern of bidding. True poker allows
the player to bluff, whereas Liar's in-
sists that he bluff.

But first we should run over'the rules

The rules of Liar's Poker are as follows:
whoever insists that a certain notion of
his own is a rule, and gradually over-
comes the protestations and cries of
1 foul' from the other participants ,
succeeds in making his notion the rule.
It is not so much making up rules as you
go along as it is totally involving all
the participants previously beset by
torpor in a kind of rules committee.
Bringing the group to life is an impor-
tant and not altogether secondary pur-
pose of the game.

The procedural flow of the game,
agreed upon generally by those who
play it regularly, is pretty easy to
follow. Thanks to the government's
penchant for categorization, every bill
(remember here we mean $l's) has a ser-
ial number consisting of a letter, eight
numbers and another letter. Disregard
the letters, as they do not enter into
the bidding. Liar's Poker does not
make use of suits, flushes, full-houses
or wild cards. It is based solely on
the most of one number, i.e., a cumu-
lative count of one number from each
bill in the game. The opening bidder
must call a bid of two or more, say he
bids two 'sixes'. On his bill he may
or may not have two 'sixes'. No mat-
ter, this is where the game derives
its name. The next bidder must bid
higher or he may 'call' the first bid-
der (to 'call' generally does hot hap-
pen in the first round of, bidding) .
The bid of the second player must be
higher, either by saying three 'sixes'
or, say three 'fives'. Let us say he •
bids three 'sixes'. The third bidder
(for the purpose of this explanation
we will use three players, although
conceivably, a limitless number of
players may take part) must then deter-
mine whether to bid higher. He does
so by saying four 'sixes'. ,The third
player has been tipped off that "maybe"
one of the other players has 'sixes'.
The third player's hand does indeed
contain three 'sixes', so his bid of
four 'sixes' is likely to be made if
a call were to be put out by players
one and two. If a player is called by
everyone else in the game, the bills
he and they hold must equal or surpass
the bid he has made.

Player one, whose bid it is now,
notes the confidence with which player
three has bid four "sixes' so he as-
sumes that #3 has at least two 'sixes'
(or he may actually have all four
'sixes' on his bill). But, player one
thinks to himself, I really.don't have
any 'sixes' on my bill; my first bid
was a bluff. Player one says "I call
four "sixes'". Player two now has the

Key West's Floating Restaurant

"dmwi mulei'l
Conch Chower

Fried Shrimp
Shrimp Steamed In Beer

e, Fish & Chips
Quiche

(Baked Daily at the "Pouch")
Fried Squid (when available)
Fresh Tuna (when available)

Sandwiches

t&ftoosevelt Blvd.
m Garrison Bight

7Days 7AM-9 294-8082
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Where starting Dec. the 3rd
YOU THE ENTERTAINER CAN AUDITION

and maybe- he discovered by a local bar or restaurant owner
8:00 p.m. every Wede

Join us in fiillie's Front Room

Happy Holidays from Billie's

WHEBE THE SUN SETS IN OLD KEY WEST
AT THE MALLORY DOCKS

CASH REGISTER SYSTEMS
for

Ba rs •' • •

Restaurants
Motels

Supermarkets
& all purposes

V I

Litton
§«SSl AUTHORIZED DEALER

MAX VOLPIAN
1100 Truman Avenue

296*698

Mon-Frl 9-5 Sat. 9-12
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option of hiking the bid (he must go
either four of a. number higher than •
six1 or five of any number). He, how-

ever, had not had any -sixes' on his
bill, so he calls four 'sixes1. . When
calls are put out by the players, then
the last person to have bid has the
task of making good his last and high-
est bid. player three (who has been
called) says that on his bill there
are three 'sixes1; "You-all got any?"
he asks players one and two. "Nope."
Not a one," respond one and two.

Player three has not made his bid of
four 'sixes' so he owes players one
and two a dollar each. -If either
player one or two had had a 'six'
then number three would have made his
bid and one and two would each owe
him a dollar.

It must be stated here that, al-
though named Liar's Poker, the lying
aspect of the game is allowed only
during bidding. After the 'call' has
been put out it is expected that each
player will 'fess up to exactly what
his bxll contains. If such a gentle-
manly agreement were not associated
with the game, then the post-bidding
• cross checking by the players of each
other's bills would obscure the game
in a hopeless roadblock of bill pass-
ing which, even though no cards were
on the bar, would arouse the suspi-
cions of even the most lenient of off-
duty police officers. Even though the
game features none of the gaming para-
phernalia mentioned-earlier, it still
uses, rather blatently, the tangible
essence of gambling, i.e.,' money, and
as such is illegal.

The game may be played by as many
people who care to enter the bidding,
but generally, it has been noted, groups
who play know each other fairly well.
For in such a trusting game, a pair of
outsiders could, by working in tandem,
clean up. Unlike the kicking of a knee
under the table that occasionally in-
fects bridge matches, or the craftily
introduced loaded dice in craps, or the
proverbial ace up the sleeve in poker,
a pair of connivers in Liar's Poker
could, by subtle finger movements or
casual glances away from the action,
cue each other to their respective hold-
ings. And, although to win at any en-
deavor is considered noble, the real
purpose of a game so shamelessly call-
ing itself Liar's Poker is not to skunk
your opponent or finance your teen-
ager's college education, but to pass a
hot afternoon with friends in friendly
bickering and pseudo accusation. The
game's the thing.

The usual moderator and cashier of
bar-room Liar's Poker is the bartender.
He is allowed to be a participant in the
game and, indeed, is often the instiga-
tor of such diversion for the reasons

, mentioned earlier, although he holds no
greater jurisdiction over the 'rules'
discussions than any other player.

A certain expendability of funds seems
to play on the budget habits of many
bartenders in that the tossed salad of
$l's stuffed into their.tip cups is not
'real' income. Of course it'is, but the
feeling that people have just given them
money for their services and the promi-
nent display of such offerings, like
flowers on a shrine, make the $1 tips
seem expendable. So, playing out of
his tip cup and exchanging played-with
bills for 'fresh' bills out of the till
make of the bartender a carefree toast-
master among the Liars.

One of the most accomplished and un-
doubtedly most entertaining of toast-
masters in,this respect is Uptemp Harry,
who works at a local bar/restaurant
which shall go nameless to protect his
innocence. We would not want to.go as
far as -co say that Harry's penchant for '
chance is invetesjsifee, but he has been ̂
known to wager geometricallv to the"'

fifth digit until luck turns his way.
His particular forte as a moderator of
Liar's Poker is in preserving a flow
to the game. Perched relaxedly on a
barstool within reach of the beer
cooler, register and his line up of
opponents, Harry is not so much a prom-
ulgator of rules as a picker and
chooser of the rules he likes offered
by his opponents. He keeps track of
who goes first, of whose bid it is and
of what the bid is. He will even cau-
tion a newcomer that it won't do to
merely fold their bill in half, for
this openly exposes the bill's serial
number on the other side, albeit up-
side down. "Fold that buck in quar- •
ters," cautions Harry. He also inter-
prets regionally differing accents.

The coastal Carolinian might open the
bidding with a "pahra ducks", which

Harry will hand along to the Conch as "
two 'twos' to you, Donald." Donald

might respond, "Fowa toos", which Harry
signals to the Honduranian by saying
"Cuatro doses a usted," to which the
Honduranian says, "Tree trees." Harry
has to remind him that the bidding has
already gone higher, "Mas alto, Arrison.
Mas alto." Arrison corrects his bid to
cmco trees." Harry's bid is to call

Arrison, as do the Carolinian and Don-
ald. But damned if Arrison doesn't have
all five 'threes' on his bill. Which
is a good enough reason (unusual enough)
for all the other bidders to 'spot'
check' their friend. The winning bill
is passed to Harry, who filters several
grunts of laughter through his push-
broom moustache, then shows the others.
Mock disbelief is unanimous among the
three of them. To think that Federal
Reserve note G33203633E should have "

mmmm
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THE
WICKER STORE

KEY LIME SQUARE

Come see huifelreds of quality gifts
as well as

exquisite tyopical furnishings
fo^your home.

I
ItPesign Group

|:;a:|iversifiearadv8rtising agency
:y:^W, uniquely geared ••"
I• \:$,i^ud:"suit your business needs; :

l^Eey Lime Square: • 296-3080

g ;
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slalomed through the greasy-palmed
American public, legally having ten-
dered how many thousands of public and
private debts, having been spent and
deposited and saved and invested and
wadded up in the lint lined pockets of
how many tens of drunks, to think of it
having purchased bubblegum, beer, aero-
sol spray, Pampers, of it having circu-
lated, jumped counties and states, hav-
ing once been dropped at a subway token
booth (when newer) and found by a grand-
mother who gave it to a grandson who
had it taken away by a bully whose fa-
ther took it from him to buy drugs with,
to think that this note should have
wended its way by chance into a Hondur-
anian pocket and should now be the cause
for Harry and the others to toss less

unique but no less travelled notes onto
Arrison's pile of $l's with a sense of
gentle disdain and an unspoken wondering
if perhaps Arrison had slid a ringer
into the game, to think this would be
wrong, for Arrison is a friend as well
as a gentleman.

THE PORTER- ALLEN CO., INC.
insurance -since 18ft I

•313WILLIAM A. FREEMAN
WILLIAM A. pRE^fMK JR.
PAVIP W.'FREEMAH

i FLORIST, INC

HAPPY HOLI DAYS

Fresh Christmas Greens
Holly, Lovely Poinsettia
Plants, Permanent
Center Pieces,
Door Charms
Stop in and Browse

KEY PLAZA
294-5501

With characteristic nonchalance Arri-
son pays for his next Lite with the win-
ning bill, and Harry rings it up and
buries the note in the oblong plastic
sepulchre among its fellow $l's, again
to be counted, deposited and passed on,
unnoticed, except when found or bid with.

Harry is a master of finesse in the
game of Liar's Poker. His usual ploy is
to adopt the blunt noncommittal look
fashionable (and necessary) among real
poker players. He bids quickly arid
assuredly and seldom allows himself to
get caught with his hand in the cookie
jar. If his hand holds little promise
and all the other players call one
player, he will go along with them and
call. Seldom will he be called by all
the other players. It is better to pay
out one dollar than to have to pay out .
several dollars (depending on how many
players are in the game). On the other
hand, when he perceives a weakness in
an opponent's bidding and has a good
hand himself, he will hold his ground
and be called by all. When he wins he
makes much show of collecting his dol-
lars while humming "Bringing in the
Sheaves". When he loses, he too uses
the balm of accusation, calling his
opponents 'lucky' (among other things).

It is relatively easy to stay solvent
in a game with four or fewer players, in
that chance is likely to smile on the
least wily player at least some of the
time. Depending on how-many hands are
played, a Less than skillful player will
have time enough to determine that
gradually his pile of $l's are defecting
to the neighboring piles and he can re-
sign. It is with a larger group, say
six or seven players, that getting
caught pilfering the Oreos can be very
costly. Frequently the bidding in these
games may reach into the teens and,
considering the cumulative nature of
the final count, the player who.finally
has been called (thus catching him at or
near the cookie jar) had better pray that
the four 'nines' he has on his bill will
be allayed by nine more 'nines' scat-

MUSIC SPORTS* NEWS *
JAZZ SHOW SUNDAY NIGHTS

. 7:00 - 8:00 „ * w . i

WHS
FM 107.1 STEREO

Now Sn Key West
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tered over his opponents' bills in order
to cover his stranded bid of thirteen
'nines'. Otherwise he owes six people
a dollar each.

Harry, the scorekeeper, is excellent
in roll calling among these large groups.
In a group of seven or eight players who
have had seven or eight beers each, at-
tention spans become shortened either be-
cause of the exhilaration of winning a
few hands or due to the tendency to switch
the subject to_women.chasing by.those
who have lost a few. Harry hauls in the
count and passes bills from any player
to another who wishes to "spot check'.
He exchanges used bills for new ones and
deals the fresh ones upside down to the
,'player buying them. He keeps a modicum
of order among the group without infring-
ing on each player's right to allege
and quibble. Quibbling, along with the
questioning of one's opponent's ancestry
is half the fun of the game.

One memorable triumverate, who used to
play on the patio of the Midget Bar after
hours, was a truly hilarious and unself-
conscious bunch. All three of these
gentlemen, although in their forties at
the time, were bartenders. The bidding
and joviality were usually the greatest
when they were the tipsiest. Freddy '
would open, as he always did, with.a
play on "pair of ...". "Para dox," he
would bid. Lionel, a French Canadian,
who took the games seriously, would
squint and peer helplessly at his bill,
then complain of poor lighting. George,
from Boston, would try to spur Lionel
into a bad bid. (One of the rules they
had haggled out was that if you misbid,
i.e., failed to bid a higher number-
than the previous bid, you lost the
hand immediately.)

"Muthah of God, Lionel, will you hurry
up. We halfn't got all night. Here,
try these." And he would hand Lionel
his glasses. Lionel would finally focus
in on his bill and respond, "Toot trees'."

Mexican Food & Cocktails

Open till 3 A M Friday and Saturday Nights

(Happy Hour for restaurant empbyees
1 A M to 3 A M )

Duval 294-9215

505 Southard Street
Key West

294-133'!
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^ Custom work
; Our fabric or yours

\ \ Cushion recovering

SjjjW^ Sea bags and tote bags in stock
XJrS^Sfc"or designed to your needs

Y /^

o \ \ Duffle and dive bags

yiltll ,1 STEVE NESS
•WJ^y KATHY HOISINGTON

#14 KEY LIME SQUARE
294-8216

George would reclaim the glasses and
make a ridiculous bid, "Nine 'nines' is
eighty-one. Thaats the yeeah your wife
was bonn,' isn't it, Lionel?"

Lionel would take a moment to absorb
the jibe, then call George the son of
an unprintable seller of easy women,
Freddy would butt"in to ask whose turn
it was and be told it was his. "Oh,
o.k. Well, para phrase?." Again Lionel
would squint and borrow George's glasses.
"Sicks 'toots'" he would bid, illogi-
cally. George would reclaim his glasses
and notice that Lionel's bill was only
folded in half, thufe exposing the up-
side down printing of the twin serial
number. And usually George could not
resist using to his own advantage Lio-
nel's careless holding of the bill.
He would postpone the urge to mock the
Canadian's indiscretion in order to use
the clear view of his serial number to
complement his own hand.- After winning
the dollar from Lionel, George would
needle him, "You hohse's ahss! I've
nevah played with such an easy mahk."
Freddy's interest in these matches
usually would wane after he had used
up his supply of 'para' puns and he
would go home. But Lionel and George
would continue on indefinitely, often
playing right through to 9 a.m. when
the bar would open again. They'd move
back into the bar, get some new $l's
and continue on, exchanging the one
pair of glasses like children admonished
to share a toy.

So then, on a hot afternoon or late at
night, in a bar or in a boat, when the
party gets a little dull, when life be-
gins to seem mundane, get some folks to-
gether and shuffle up your $l's. You
won't believe how graciously your friends
will accept being told that their father
was a stinking goather, especially after
they have just won a dollar from you.
Para site? No, para sol.

ROSIE'S ON DUVAL
naurd faraltnre

: - Jj • J"~--J^--" ra ' - - -

Merry Christmas
and

Happy JSJeu; Year
to All

from
INTERIORS hy WANDA
500 Simonton St 294-9600
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PIPES, CIGARS, CUSTOM
BLENDED TOBACCOS AND
SMOKING ACCESSORIES

"UPSTAIRS"
HARBOR HOUSE ARCADE

423 FRONT ST. [305] 296-8371

901 Duval Street
^ • " ^ 894-3898

Key West's
Largest

Boot Shop
Featuring

Justin Boots

Dan Post Boot Co.

FRYE Boot Co.

Cowtown Boot Co.

Texas Boot Co.

I l l Duval St.
. (in the courtyard

beside Bagatelle)

Hals, boots & western
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STANd
BY JODY ADAMS

I HAVE JUST read the booklet Inside
Gulf shrimping, by Leon Cyens, for the
second time.

I broke into shrimping years ago in
Texas without having any background on
boats or knowing anyone in the industry,
and I found that many of the techniques
I found for finding jobs and doing the
job very closely paralleled the experi-
ence that Cyens describes in this book-
let.

I had set out to see the world in
the late sixties and early seventies and
shrimping was the way I found of sup-
porting my travels. I first started try-
ing in Morgan City, Louisiana, and hit
about every shrimping town along the
coast until I reached Aransas Pass,
Texas. I was traveling with two other
, companions I met on the road who had no
more knowledge of shrimping and the
ocean than I did. I had heard from a
traveler I met in a hostel in New Or-
leans that one could hire on a shrimp-
boat as a "header (whatever that was)
without experience if he persisted long
enough.

THE SHRIMPERS' BAR in Aransas Pass
in those days was the Blue Bar, operated
by 01' Joe Clark, a former shrimper who
ran the bar as a kind of supply store,
as well as sold used clothing and pro-
vided showers for the shrimpers. He also
sold toys for shrimpers' children and
plastic souvenirs he made himself. We
had talked to the rigman on a boat in
Cohn Brown Harbor who told us this was
the place to find work. He gave us the
name of his Captain, and it was here in
the Blue Bar that Captain Louie Themis,
originally from Tarpon Springs, hired
us. I think it took us about two weeks
from the time we started looking until
Louie hired us.

I'm relating this experience to
confirm what Cyens says in his chapter
"Where To Go" . . . "Walk the docks in
the morning—drink in the fisherman's "
bars at night."

I WORKED ON about a dozen shrimp-
boats and that was the same formula I
developed for finding a job. People are
getting ready to go fishing in the
morning and, sure, they would rather
have experienced men, but if the Cap-
tain is all ready to go and all that he
lacks is a man, he'll take whoever is
there and hope for the best. Cyens has
accurate information here for the in-
experienced person wishing to break into
shrimping.

He recommends going down to head
shrimp until you can get on, and I have
also seen this work.

In the chapter "The Work Itself"
and in "Getting The Job" Cyens describes
the crew situation on shrimpboats as one
of constant turnover and crews not show-
ing up because of being drunk. "It's
just the way it's done in the industry,"
he says. This is only a partially accu-
rate statement.

I WORKED FOR a year on the shrimp
docks packing in Key West, and I saw
some shrimpboats on which the crews were
stable and held on to their jobs for
long periods of time. These are not the
boats, obviously, that a newcomer would
find work on. There are some boats on
which the crew turnover is high, often
related to drinking, but not always.
These are the boats the newcomer is ex-
posed to, of course. They aren't all
like that.

I really have to take exception to
one statement he makes: "You see, oh a
shrimpdragger there are only two impor-
tant tasks. First, staying awake at the
wheel, and, second, clearing the deck- of.
shrimp."

Anyone.who shrimped long would have
to question that; these are important

tasks, they most definitely are not the
only ones. He. barely mentions the
skilled craft of net-mending, "vital to
any netting operation, not to mention
navigating, cooking, and mechanical work
and maintenance. I would like to see
boat-cleaning (an unpopular but vitally
important job) mentioned.

ON THE OTHER HAND his description
of a typical shrimping trip sounds like
the story of a man who's been there, and
who's been sensitive to the unique world
of constant emergency that is shrimping.
He knows what he's talking about when it
comes to handling shrimp.

There is a certain mental feeling
like drunkenness or a high that is pro-
duced by the physical and mental strain
of fishing, plus probably the isolation
of being on the sea. All of this com- -
bines with the dizzy rocking of a boat
and with sleeplessness to produce what I
heard one veteran net fishing mate call
"Kingfish drunk." Cyens makes a good
effort at describing this feeling. He
says, "It's some indefinable truth you
learned in that pile." I've experienced
something like that and I found it un-
definable.

In the section on dangers and pre-
cautions , I would like to have seen him
mention alum, which is used by shrimp
handlers to neutralize shrimp acid and
prevent shrimp poisoning.

HIS COMMENTS ON ECOLOGY as it re-
lates to shrimping are worth reading.

In spite of some inaccuracies and
obvious omissions, he's written an in-
formative and descriptive account of the
experiences of a third man on a shrimp-
boat. I know, I was one, too. I liked
the book.

HAVE A MAGNIFICENT CHRISTMAS

OSTLY
AGNIFICENT

THE BEST JEWELRY & GIFTS IN
ALL OF KEY WEST

COME BY & SEE

121 DUVAL
NEXT TO EL CACIQUE

11-9M0N-SAT
296-9456

SLippEd ON ICE

THERE IS NOTHING worse than a hot
Christmas—one occurring during a
spell of unseasonably warm weather,can
really take all the joy out of the'
holy time of year. There were more
than a few Christmases in my childhood
in/which the temperature clung to the
seventy-five degree mark.on the ther-
mometer, making it altogether a very
disillusioning experience to await the
arrival of Santa Claus. The one thing
that gave tremendous joy to my two,
sisters, Martha and Kathryn, and my-
self, was to go look at the mechanical
Santa Claus In the window of the PE|.U1
J. Sher jewelry store. This creature
was the most interesting thing I had
ever watched in my entire life. It
smiled perpetually, it was beautifully
attired, it raised its hand in mea4
sured salutations to everyone, rich or
poor, and its eyes twinkled incessant-
ly. I felt it would have made a per-
fect President. The beard on the Santa
was the most exquisite thing on it.; It
was probably very white when the Santa
was new, but since this Santa was ob-
viously a prized relic, the beard had
yellowed somewhat with time. That did
not lessen its appeal, however, be-;
cause the beard was still the finest
mass of spun fluff ever created. It* "
had the magnetism of a cloud, holding
the eye and begging to be touched. Of
course, we could not possibly touch'
the Santa because it was behind glass
and quite inaccessible to us. But that
'did not stop me from yearning to touch
the beard and I knew the only way I ',
could ever get close to my beloved '
Santa was to stick up the store. Faced;
with the choice of beans and samp for
lunch for the rest of my days at the.

County Jail or just wishing and not
touching, I chose bridling my desires
and remained an honest citizen.

EVERY CHRISTMAS AFTER my seventh
or eighth birthday brought some kind
of crisis. The only logical explana-
tion for this appears that up until
the age of seven or eight, children
are very malleable and usually accept
what they are given for Christmas

WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY AMY LEE DEPOO

without complaint. But after that age,
something changes in their chemistry
and the ungracious little snots become
very vocal about what should have been
given them or what they really wanted.
Naturally, these characteristics were
more true of my two sisters, always
loud and complaining and rapacious to
the gills, but I was not that sort at
all. I was always the uncomplaining
waif in the corner, content with my
solitary wooden top and set of used
jacks. (Being the middle child made me
the recipient of what I could make-do
with as opposed to what I really need-
ed—consequently I developed an acute
imagination and was more than content
with an old rubber alligator with no
tail while my sisters developed a
blase attitude towards life, forever
bored with their shiny new bicycles
and dollies with platinum hair.) Try
as I might, however, I could not es- •
cape being collectively labeled, along
with my sisters, as one of a bunch of
three ungrateful wretches by my father
John. He seemed to get a bit more
testy than usual at Christinas time and
there was always but ALWAYS one girl
who managed to commit some heinous
crime right around the sacred day that
caused" John to threaten us with a bare
tree on Christmas morning. It could be
anything—staying out too late after
dark, forgetting to put away your bi-
cycle, shoes in the middle of the room
—these atrocities took on the high
glare of the inexcusable in John's
eyes if Christmas was approaching.
There were times when I considered
pre-packaging all the presents with my
name on them and shipping them to
Africa for the needy children in Kenya
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because that's where John said he was
going to send them eventually. I sup-
pose children can be very tiresome in
their youthful unawareness of the awe-
some task of parenting, so I can't
blame John too much for being exas-
perated with us. There were also times
I wished I could have shipped Martha
and Kathryn off. to Africa too, so they
would feel more comfortable around J:he
savages and beasts of the wild, those
entities being closer to their ilk.

THERE CAME THE occasion one par-
ticular Christmas I was positive sig-
nified my formal entry into the civil-
ized world; I received an invitation
to a formal dinner from our neighbor,
Martha Nell, who lived in the most
beautiful house on the block. Her
house was on the corner of Caroline
and Simonton streets and was always
being asked about by tourists because
it had never been painted. The wood
had been allowed to remain exposed to
the elements, and had turned a silvery-
soft grey color thus making it stand
out in the company of surrounding
houses that suffered peeling, chipping
and cracking in the tropical sun. Not
only that, it was a huge house and she
and her husband, Jim, had gone to
great lengths to restore the inside,
ceilings and all. They had those
plaster rosettes and a thin gold line
•on the living room ceiling and to me
that was on a par with the Sistine
Chapel considering my mother favored
spider webs to decorate our ceiling.
It was all too much for me. I felt so
honored, but after carefully weighing
Martha Nell's alternatives (Martha or
Kathryn) I could see I was -the ONLY
acceptable choice being that I was ex-
ceptionally skilled in the social
graces. I imagined what a nightmare
her dinner would be if she had to put
up with Martha who would undoubtedly
disgrace our family by making bread
pellets while waiting for the entree,

or perhaps spilling wine on Martha
Nell's antique table cloth—nothing
was impossible in Martha's repertoire
•o: ghastly dinnertime antics. And
Rathryn, well she would be an impossi-
ble choice because of her innate shy-
ness and her weak vision. That left
me, of course, sparkling and efferves-
cent in conversation, impeccable in
manners and dexterously gifted with
artichoke appetizers. I had this all
figured out when my mother got off the
phone with Martha Nell a few days be-
fore the dinner and informed me I was
chosen because I was closest in age to
a young man who had also been invited
and they didn't want him to feel alone
in a world of adults. Ignoring the
rude snickers and wrinkled-nose hiss-
ing from my two graceless sisters, I
still maintained that I really was the
only suitable choice and Martha Nell
was very clever to have thought up
that other reason to keep Martha and
Kathryn from feeling the pain of re-
jection. The young boy was Buddy
Brooks and he was known for his tre-
mendous wit and I felt the match to be
appropriate.

I SFT ABOUT preparing for this
dinner with a shade more enthusiasm
than, say, Elizabeth had for her Coro-
nation. I had to have the perfect
dress, tasteful white on white, from
Key West Fabrics, where my mother
worked as a textile designer. I chose
a lacy paisley design that would show
well in diffused lighting. (Martha
Nell had a chandelier hanging directly
over her dining room table with the
clear, tiny, pointed bulbs that spar-
kled like dedicate stars in a circle
when it was turned on. Her walls were
oyster white and she planned to ar-
range poinsettias on all the surround-
ing chests and bureaus which I thought
would throw out a nice rosy glow to
the whole room making it a fit dining
hall for a queen. In addition, she was

NEU/

JEANS
Best Fitting

Best Looking
Most Expensive

adding several extra leaves to her
already-quite-long table to accommo'-
date all the people and I was beside
myself with the expectant joy of hav-
ing one meal without Martha's grubby
elbow-in my ear.) I had a special pair
of black patent leather shoes, sleek
pump affairs that rivaled Louis the
Fourteenth's, with grosgrain-ribbon
roses on the toes. To hear my sister
Kathryn tell it, they were the only
pair of shoes in the store that fit my
woman-sized foot, but then she could,
not ever be completely happy unless
she could make a remark about my
rather large feet. (I always knew I
would grow into my feet someday and my
kind mother pointed out repeatedly
that Greta Garbo also wore size ten so
there was nothing to be ashamed of,
really.)

KATHRYN HAD A flair for measuring
things and making cutting remarks
which is probably the reason she also
made such.an excellent seamstress. I
knew I would have to be nice to her to
get her to. make my special dress for
the dinner party and it took all the
intestinal fortitude I could muster to
put up with her foot and ear jokes
during the week preceding the_party .
She was also very crafty and she KN2W
she had me on the defense, being that
I wanted the dress so badly and being
that she was the only one who could
make it properly, so she seized this
very rare opportunity to watch me suf-
fer. She accomplished this very easily
in a number of ways: she made me run
to the store for every whim of her
taste buds (I still get sick every
time I see a Slim Jim—it got to be
quite embarrassing for me to have to
show up several times in the same
afternoon to buy one of those repul-
sive, greasy sausages that reminded me
of an open sore when you bit into
them), she kept Martha more than
amused with her exaggerated feats of
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mathematical genius ("Hey Martha—do
you want to KNOW what Amy's foot size
is in millimeters? Are you READY for
this? Do you want to hear this? Oh
God, this is not REAL, why I believe
it's Close to FOUR HUNDRED MILLIMET-
ERS ! " ) . She sent me into the front
room to fetch her pin cushion ("NO,
not THAT one, you fool, my wrist pin-
cushion") , her sewing tape ("What are
you, stupid? I said sewing tape, BIAS

• TAPE, you fool, can't you read? This
is finishing lace1."), and a hundred
other minute articles that only an
Italian tailor would have use for.
Naturally I had to reach very deep
into my soul to put up with all this
calculated abuse but in the long run I
felt it would be worth it. Kathryn
could sew very expertly and my grand
entrance was on the line. By the end
of the week my tongue was very sore
and red from having been bitten re-
peatedly in lieu of telling Kathryn to
sit on her damn pin cushion and risk
losing my debut-dress. Kathryn was
like that—one, and I mean only one
small remark like that would have put
me out of the running forever and
eternally. Luckily I had learned this
lesson previously because Kathryn was
supposed to make me a mandarin-collar
jacket out of orange Key West Fabric
once and I made the fatal mistake of
calling her a pig. She looked me
straight in the eye and told me it was
common knowledge that pigs can't sew
and she was not about to touch that
jacket ever again. I tried to persuade
her that surely somewhere on this
earth there was a pig who sewed, maybe
in China, the Chinese people are very
clever and they can teach anybody,
just about, how to do anything. It was
to no avail. Kathryn turned away from
those pattern pieces and never picked
them up again.

HAVING SURVIVED THAT ungodly week
of catering to Kathryn, the day of the

dinner party was at hand. I was still
certain I had been chosen to attend
this dinner because of my suitability
on all counts. I knew I was not Martha
Nell's favorite—Martha had always
been Martha Nell's favorite. I knew
this to be a fact. Up until the point
when I entered the first grade, Martha
and I were inseparable. We did every-
thing together. But soon after I began
attending first grade at Harris School
I began to notice subtle changes in
Martha's behavior to me. She became
distant, uninterested in me and my
world at school. She was simply with-
drawn. At first I could not figure it
out. Then one day it became very evi-
dent why Martha was no longer my close
confidant and companion: Martha Nell
had taken her under her wing and
stolen her from me. Unbeknownst to me
at the time, being that I was totally
fascinated with first grade and the
learning process, Martha began going
regularly to Martha Nell's house the
first thing in the morning. I suppose
Martha Nell did this as sort of a
favor to my mother who was forever
trying to squeeze time to paint, care
for three small children, take care of
a husband and keep order in the house
as well. It really hit me the first
time Christmas Vacation rolled around
and I was not required to attend
school. Martha, of course, had no such
break in her routine and she continued
her normal pattern of traipsing
through the back yard to Martha Nell's
back yard which adjoined ours. I was
alarmed by the matter-of-factness of it
all. I had nothing better to do, so I
followed her. We walked through Martha
Nell's back yard, which she let us
play in because it really^was not a
back yard at all but a massively dense
jungle of vines that had been allowed
to grow unrestrained for countless
years. This made for a very dark and
mysterious passageway and an excellent
place to demonstrate one's ape-like

abilities. The vines were so strong
you could hand and swing of them with-
out fear of breakage. I felt I was on
the trail of some sort of weird dis-
covery about Martha—she was leading
the way and I was following, a posi-
tion I was not comfortable with at
all. We arrived at the kitchen door
and Martha, bold as brass, walked
right up the stairs and did not even
bother to knock, calling gaily as she
entered the door, "I'm here!" I was
astounded. Martha Nell was at the sink
and greeted her warmly, fairly ignor-
ing my presence, and told."her -the 'cof-
fee would be done in a minute and to
have a seat. Not getting the same in-
vitation, I decided to make a study of
the termite damage on the frame of her
kitchen doorway and just hang around
to observe this amazing ritual.

THE PERCOLATOR WAS bubbling hap-
pily away and Martha went over to the
cupboard and removed one cup and one
saucer and then went to the silver
drawer and removed one sjLlver spoon. I
thought I would get sick. She set a
place for herself at the Breakfast
table and then went over to the record -
player. I throught surely she was just
going to look at it, but no, she se-
lected a record, all without speaking,
and proceeded to put it on the machine
and turn it on! I thought I had lost
my mind! I never saw such a thing in
my life! If we ever, even breathed on
the record player at home my father
would have delivered a severe clout to
the ear on 'the spot. At this point,
Martha, still not noticing me or offer-
ing me any indication that I was to be .
included; in anything, nestled herself
in the "iffrair at the table and began to
SING ALONG with Barbra Streisand! I
thought I'd keel over when her head
began to sway with the music and her
tiny lips were singing, "What kind of
chair is a Morris Chair." She was only
interrupted by the fact-that the cof-
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fee was done and Martha Nell was pour-
"ing her a cup! Martha drinking coffee!
I really could barely stand to watch

r;

way? She was nobody I ever knew. But
one thing for certain, she was Martha
Nell's little zombie and no relation
of mine.

bu t being s l i g h t l y masochist ic I had
t o s t ay on, i t was a l l too r i c h . Mar-
tha was gazing i n t e n t l y a t her steam-
ing cup of coffee and she had j u s t put
i n t h r e e sugar cubes (a refinement un-
known a t our house), added a heal thy
dose of r e a l cream (I thought they
only served r e a l cream in Fred Asta i re
movies) and was r a i s ing the cup to her
l i p s . I was spellbound and t o t a l l y un-
prepared for what she did next : She
LIFTED HER LITTLE FINGER AND TIPPED
THE CUP TO HER LIPS, TOOK ONE DELICATE
SIP, PAUSED, SNIFFED, PUT IT DOWN AND
SAID IN A WHISPER, "ah." My head was
r e e l i n g . I could take anything, dr ink-
ing c o f f e e , singing about a Morris
Cha i r , ANYTHING but l i f t i n g t h a t l i t - '
t i e f i n g e r ! Who the h e l l was she any-

THESE MEMORIES SWAM in my head as
I was preparing myself to go to Martha
Nell's house for the Christmas dinner.
I concluded that Martha was probably
still Martha Nell's favorite, deep
down inside, but on such a gala occa-
sion, favoritism had to be pushed
aisde to make way for reality. Martha
could never be expected to sit down to
a formal dinner and look alive—it was
just impossible 1 I decided to show
Martha Nell she had indeed made the
right choice by asking me and become
the perfect hos-Ses's's assistant—I
would be polite, helpful and ever-
ready to help her with serving and
clearing the table.

FINALLY THE BIG moment came.

new dress was freshly pressed,,my
shoes were their shiny blackest and m y
mother even let me wear a pair of
stockings. The whole outfit was the
Ritz. I thanked God for giving me hair
to match the color of my shoes and s e t
out at about sundown to keep my ap-
pointment with destiny. I considered
this my debut into the elevated stra-
tum of people who go to dinner not
stay home and make it. I even chose to
go the long way around the block to
Martha Nell's house instead of taking
the short-cut through the back yard,
lest I sully my beautiful shoes .

I ARRIVED AT the front door,
which was festively decorated with a
wreath, knocked and waited to be let
in. Jim answered the door, smiled at
my transformation (and a smile from
Jim was rare) , let me in and offered
me some of Martha Nell's famous home-
made eggnog--with rum. 1 couldn't have
been happier. I sipped on my eggnog
•and made my way to the kitchen where
Martha Nell was putting the finishing
touches on the roast goose. That just
topped it. How exotic, a roast goose,
I felt as if the world of Charles
Dickens had magically transported i t -
self to the balmy shores of our is-
land. It was quite a flurry in the
kitchen as there were other women
guests present and they too were as-
sisting in the presentation of the
dinner. Then I heard a shriek from
Martha Nell—they were out of ice!
Apparently this was a major tragedy to
her. I don't mind a slightly warm
drink but given the extensive prepara-
tions she went through to make this
dinner nothing less than perfect, she
became quite upset. Remembering my
pact with myself, I gallantly offered
to go back to my house and bring some

• ice.

THE NIGHT AIR was brisk. I felt
the exhilaration of being part of a
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formal dinner and being such a big
help too, right at a crucial moment. I
hurried inside, went straight to the
freezer and emptied the trays into a
bowl. No one was around except Martha
who was entertaining herself by tap-
ping mindlessly on the table as she is
wont to do at times. I told her we
w -e desperate for ice (just to let
he know she was on the outside look-
ing in- after all those years of being
the dimpled favorite) and rushed back
to the party.

MARTHA NELL WAS obviously pleased
and that made me feel even better than
ever. We all sat down to dinner about
half an hour later and I can honestly
say I much preferred this style of
dining to that which we practiced at
home. The plates glistened, the sil-
verware gleamed and the water glasses
sparkled and tinkled. I was having a
very good time sitting next to Buddy
because he took such a sardonic ap-
proach to the whole thing and was put
out because he was made to wear a tie.
He kept whispering the most hysterical
things about the goose and the formal-
ity of the whole affair.I became in-
fused with the sillies. Everything but
everything became funny. Maybe it was
the eggnog, maybe it was the goose,
maybe it was the Yorkshire pudding—it
all went to my head. I was laughing
gaily, throwing my head back and just
about the closest to heaven I had ever
been.

THEN CAME THE knock on the door.
At first no one heard it. Then it came
again, right at the front door. I
didn't pay much attention, surely it
was some misguided soul looking for
directions to The Mascot Bar. I was
just about to plunge my fork into the
exquisite Yorkshire Pudding when I
heard a familiar voice say in a whiny,
high, nasal-tone: "Is Amy here? I know
she's here—I know she's here because
there isn't any ice over there, where
she lives."

OH GOD NO. It couldn't be—but it
was. It was my father, John. I felt
myself turn sick inside, my stomach
shriveled up into a tight wad, my ap-
petite for life left me. I wanted to
be called to my maker by some sort of
rare disease that strikes fatally at
black-haired girls who eat goose on
Christmas Eve. Reprieve did not come.
I excused myself and went to the door,
praying that he would not do anything
awful in front of everybody. Heads at
the table turned and watched me leave.
An arm came through the door and two
fingers took hold of my left shoulder.
I was removed from the premises. John
spoke. He was not in a good mood at
all. I had totally forgotten about the
ice. ,

"AMY, DID YOU know we don't have
any ice at home? Do you know why we
don't have any ice at home? We don't
have any ice at home because all our
ice is over here. Do you know that we
have fpur empty trays sitting on the
counter at home? Do you know why
they're empty? They're empty because
you didn't fill them when you took all
the ice away. Did you know that ice-
trays cannot fill themselves? They
can't fill themselves because they
don't know how. They have to sit and
wait until the person who emptied them
makes them full again. That's how we
get ice. Did you know all that?"

I WAS ABOUT to cry but I didn't.
I mumbled a yes to him. He persisted
in his monologue all the way home and
did not let go of my shoulder once the
whole time. I felt as~if some horrible
crab with flesh pincers had gotten
ahold of me and regretted the day I
was born.

UPON ARBIVING IN the living room

with my two sisters burning a hole in
me with their eyes, and snickering iaa
a most unpleasant fashion, I was
served up some further humiliatioia.
There sitting on the couch was the
most handsome man I had ever seen 1M
my life. He was a total stranger. 1so
me. He was wearing a black turfcleiaeck
sweater, black pants, had black wavy
hair and was smoking a cigar. Maarfclaa,,
ever the gracious wit, spoke as I
fumbled by the couch.

"Oh Amy—we.want you to »eet Bon-
nie Rybackie—he's Ralph Kartell's
nephew. He just got in from New York
and he's staying for dinner." She
smiled an evil little smile.

I COULD NOT bear to look hire in
the eye, he was that handsome. 1
looked at the floor and traveled x:
on through the living room to the
kitchen counter to fill up the ice
trays. The humiliation was just over-

whelming. I cursed the dinner party. I
was stuck with cold goose, cranberry
sauce with whole berries (my most un-
favorite kind) and an uncouth, pubes-
cent dinner companion. Martha and
Kathxyn had New York at their feet.
Kalph Kartell was a good friend of my
father's who had a very successful
restaurant called Martell's, right on
the corner of 8^rd and 3rd. We always
heard stories about it from my father
ami now they were getting a close-up
view of the real thing. Life was so
unfair.

I KENT BACK to the party a
broken spirit. Nothing was the same. I
toawe never slipped on ice since.
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AT the Dock BY PETER HEYRMAN
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THERE'S A HOUSEBOAT docked off
Mallory Square. It sits there in quiet
waters", barely stirring. Inside there
is a long, brass-topped bar waiting to .
be stained by dozens of spilled plna
coladas. The decor is-plush and red,
and soon there will be plenty of lin-
ened tables and soft chairs for the
tourists, but so far there's not a
person there in the evenings, and only
workmen during the days.

Still, this big houseboat is
causing a lot of commotion. It's a bu-
siness with the potential to make
close to a million dollars a year. It
occupies prime dock space with direct
access to Mallory Square and the sun-
set crowd. It seats a hundred and
fifty people; and if the people run-
ning it get their way they'll be leas-
ing the location for only $400 a month
the first year, and $600 the next.

CHRIS BELLAND LIKES to show peo-
ple what he and his partner, Ed Swift,
have done with the area around Mallory
Square. When I called him he wanted to
see me, to show me around the area,
then let me have a look at the famous
Surfside Six houseboat which is owned
partially by himself and Ed Swift. I
went down to see him that afternoon.

"WHAT A LOT of people don't
understand is how much money the city
is already getting from here," Belland
says. "When we took this property over
five years ago-the city was getting
about $6,000 a year for i£. Now, on
10% of our gross the city is getting
about $50,000 a year." He is talking
about the property occupied by the
Aquarium, the Sponge Market and the
Shell Warehouse, as well as other
businesses which will soon be opening.
The businesses are owned by Tropical
Shell and Gift Corporation, If Bel-
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fight against hemophilia.
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EARN §2.00 EXTRA

OPEN 8:30 'til 5:00
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2506 N. Roosevelt Blvd. (Nexl to Skate World) 2'J6-6427

land's figures are correct then the
businesses on those properties are al-
ready grossing close to a half-million
a year.

BELLAND STILL HAS plenty to say
as we walk over to the houseboat. He
explains that the property leading up
to the houseboat and the dockage space
for the boat are covered by two dif-
ferent leases. One was signed two
years ago and it provides for a rental
of 10% of the gross sal"es of any busi-
nesses on the property. Since then
Belland and Swift have invested $75,-
000 in building a boardwalk walkway
from Mallory Pier back to their busi-
nesses, and in other improvements
around the property.

"WHEN WE SIGNED that lease we
weren't planning to have a houseboat
restaurant here," he tells me. "Then
Martha and Mike Halpern talked to us
about the idea of Surfside Six. We
told Martha we had a lease which in-
cluded a. rental fee of 10% of the
gross, and she said this was just too
high for. i restaurant starting out."
At this point Belland and Swift began
working f6r the more favorable lease.

We go; onto the boat and climb a
steep set of steps to the second
level. On 1;his level they have the
brass bar. Wide windows let in plenty
of sunlight and a beautiful view of
the water.'

"WE'VE: DONE A LOT for this
area," Belland keeps saying. "We
aren't trying to get into competition
with anybody• We're trying to cooper-
erate, but they have a different point
of view.", ,

I askiBelland if he and Swift are
willing! t|o jcompromise.

" C i i what? The lease is up

for renegotiation in a couple of
years. Meanwhile what about all the
money we've invested here?"

HOW DOES THE CITY feel about all
this? Do they want the 10%, which
might bring in $90,000 a year, or do
they want the $4,800? The City Commis-
sion hasn't said for sure yet. At the
City Commission meeting of November 17
Richard Heyman suggested that City At-
torney Joe Allen and Randy Ludacer,
attorney for a group of downtown res-
taurant owners, get together and set-
tle their disputes. Ludacer says he
has already discussed things with Al-
len and Ludacer is "inclined to sue."
The restaurant owners Ludacer repre-
sents are angry that a houseboat with
such a fine location is going to be
paying only $4,800 rent in its first
year.

ONE DUVAL STREET restaurant owner
told me: "Let them have their restau-
rant. I can't challenge that, but I
pay $2,500 a month on my lease.
They've got that boat on the water and
they want to pay $400? Let them have it
if they'll pay the 10%." The restau-
rant this man is paying $2,500 a month
for is a beautiful place, but it is
not on the'water, and it doesn't seat
150 people.

WHEN I TALKED to Randy Ludacer he
was mad, fighting mad. He was angry at
Ed Swift, who told a meeting of the
City Commissioners that if they were
to let Randy listen to any tapes they
had better check to see there weren't
any "18 minute gaps" when the tapes
were given back. It was a direct af-
front to Ludacer's integrity, and as
he talked about it he began to get
emotional. However Ludacer was dis-
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908 Caroline Street 294-90T

turbed about a lot more than petty
insults .

"What this amounts to is we, the
taxpayers, are giving risk capital to
Swift, Belland and the Halperns. This
is going on in a city that is nearly
bankrupt."

LUDACER WENT ON to say that the
lease was a bad one because i t wasn't
signed by the City Commission. The
lease was signed by the Port and Tran-
sit Authority, but Ludacer doesn't be-
lieve that they had the authority to
grant the lease. He had a lot to back
up his-points. He gave me a copy of
the original lease, the sub-lease and
the petition from the downtown busi-
nessmen he represents. He pointed out
that the $75,000 Swift and Belland
have already spent was already re-
quired by the lease they signed in
1978, thus i t r i s .not-a consideration
now. Belland and Swift had to put in

the walkway and make other improve-
ments so they could have access to
Mallory Square for the i r businesses .

LUDACER IS NOT at a l l happy with
the City's a t t i tude on t h i s . "The City
is putting the private c i t i z e n to the
expense'of enforcing the C i t y ' s
r ights ." Ludacer i s contemplating a
taxpayer's su i t to void the second
lease.

IN ESSENCE THIS i s a problem of
a l l cit izens in Key West. Belland,
Swift and the Halperns have put a good
bit of money into the property and the
boat, but they did i t with the i r eyes
open, and i t can hardly be denied that
they stand to get a good b i t out of
it.,Their profits are i l lustrated by
Belland's admission that the rent
they've paid the City has gone up
nearly eight-fold since they started
leasing the properties in the area.

After all, the rent wouldn't have gone
up unless the gross sales had gone up
proportionately. But Belland, Swift
and the Halperns are simply tenants,
and though their leases may get con-
fusing, the one thing for sure in the
ena is the City is thsir landlord.
Thus the citizens of Key West are the
landlords, and they will influence
this decision either by their interest
in i t s outcome or by their lack of in-
terest m it.
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615 Duval Street, Key West
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INTERVIEW
CARTER

IF YOU BELIEVE THAT:
We receive more illegal immi-

grants than anyone, or
Lax enforcement and public cor-

ruption explain the continued traffic
in marijuana and cocaine, or

The Joint Caribbean Command as-
sures the operation of the Naval Air
Station, or

Help is distant in your own tiffs
with federal agencies,

THEN, YOU ARE WRONG!
Read further! Our representative

to Congress—Dante B. Fascell (D.)—
gave other answers in this edited in-
terview for Soiaxes Hill. Here in Key
West shortly before November's elec-
tion, he addressed himself to many
issues—both local and national.

ON REFUGEES .

PART OF THE problem is that the
sheer movement of people outstrips the
law. There are fixed numbers in both
categories—for genuine refugees who
flee persecution and for others who
come on the basis of regular admis-
sion. Yet, the last influx of some
125,000 Cuban refugees simply over-
whelmed the.annual total of 50,000
which was set by the Refugee Act of
1980. Of course, to admit additional
refugees legally, is easy. The Presi-
dent has only to state his intent to
the Committees of the Judiciary.

Another part is the blurred dis-
tinction between a refugee who faces
physical harm or imprisonment if he- is
returned and someone who just wishes
to come here. For example, there has
been for years an "underground rail-
road" from Haiti up the chain of
islands. Haitians; claim that they are

DON'T MISS OUR CHRISTMAS SHOW!
TENNESSEE WILLIAMS FINE ARTS CENTER •

H. M. S. PINAFORE

RESERVE YOUR SEATS TODAY!
BOX OFFICE: 294-6363
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Matinee: December 13 i t 2:00 p.m.

FABRIC CITY
•your new SINGER
; representative in
the Florida Keys,

• wishes everyone
a

MERRY CHRISTMAS
StKey Plaza V-JT KXS Mon-Sat

true rerugees and should be considered
for admission on that basis. They ar-
rive in South Florida at a regular
rate between 200 and 500 a week.

BUT WE MUST have some perspec-
tive. Consider the major problem o£
aliens from Mexico. Last year the
federal government apprehended and de-
ported 1 million Mexicans. That's a
fantastic number; but, depending.on
your source, some 6 to 10 million re-
main. Whether you' politely call them
undocumented aliens or merely illegal
immigrants, some 200,000 enter every
month.

We must admit that we have not
been able to stem the influx^ To have
meaning, any policy on immigration
must be enforced strictly. But, how to
enforce it? Think of Mexico, again.
Even with the discovery of oil there,
underemployment continues as does a
booming population. In 10 years Mexico
City will be the largest on earth. By
the end of the century, statistics for
Mexico's increased population are
frightening. Our administrations come
and go, but each of them goes without
any resolution of the problem.

ON DRUGS

IT'S NOT INEFFICIENT enforcement
or public corruption which explains ;

the active traffic in marijuana and
cocaine. It's users! If nobody uses
it, then there's no traffic!

In the last several years there
have been more personnel assigned to
the pursuit of the traffic. We have
more assistant federal attorneys with
the Organized Crime Task Force, We re-
ceived a full quota of five federal
judges.

MORE CAN AND should be done. With
the Coast Guard's heavy commitment to
the effort, we cannot afford to let
its budget slip. Already, the Coast
Guard is one of the leanest agencies

For sale or tor rent 305-296-8627

in the government.
Also, we should concentrate pros-

ecution on the "money" cases—appre-
hend the men with washtubs of money.
They are the ones who subvert normal
business processes and who actually
take over entire communities.

ON LOOE KEY

WITH ITS DESIGNATION as a marine
sanctuary, a necessary compromise was
made. The commercial fishermen wanted
a smaller area, but their desire was
weighed with finding a size that could
sustain the environment and also nur-
ture fishing. Part of preserving the
industry involves protection of the
environment.

ON THE NAVAL AIR STATION

ESTABLISHMENT HERE OF the Carib-
bean Joint Command was an important
step, but it does not guarantee a con-
tinued high level'of operations at
Boca Chica. There are no assurances!

In terms of fair weather, acces-
sible air space, and strategic loca-
tion for the entire South Atlantic,
the Air Station has tremendous assets.
Still, without its being assigned a
steady primary mission, there is the
risk, every year, of reduction.

Its obvious use is in flying air-
planes and reconnaissance. It is. pos-
sible that the Joint Command could be
considered its primary mission. That
is a military and not a congressional
decision.

ON BRIDGES AND THE PIPELINE

THANK GOODNESS, WE can see their
completion. When we sought money for
repair of the bridges, the budget for
the whole country was $75 million. We
faced strong opposition--both in Con-
gress and through normal bureaucratic
channels. Ultimately we obtained $118
million. The project actually is with-
in the budget and ahead of the con-
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struction schedule. For a federal
project of this size, that is unusual!

For finance of the pipeline, we
returned to the Farmers Home Adminis-
tration. The amount was increased from
$53 to $74 million. This ,work, too, is
on track.

ON FEDERAL SPENDING S BALANCED BUDGETS

ON PAPER WE have the target of a
balanced budget, but it is doubtf.ul
that it can be met. We tried to limit
the budget to a percentage of Gross
National Product. However, you could
still have a fixed percentage as your
guide and have fantastic deficits. Un-
expected matters happen quickly.

Remember that for every decline
of 1% in employment, there is a cost
to the federal government of $16 bil-
lion. Other surprises—a volcanic
eruption, a wave of refugees, a mas-
sive hurricane—can ruin any proposed
balanced budget.

However, we in the House tried to
make some sense to controlled spending
by using this year a reconciliation
technique. When we learned that the
total of all authorizations exceeded
the target in our budget resolution,
we sent them all back to the authoriz-
ing committees.

ON HELP WITH FEDERAL AGENCIES

THAT IS READILY available. Write
or call my office—either in Washing-
ton (U.S. House of Representatives,
Washington, D.C. 20515) or in Miami
(Federal Bldg., 51 Southwest First
Avenue, Miami, FL 33130).

(INTERVIEWER'S NOTE: Cong. Fascell was re-
elected overwhelmingly.) •'' •'
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When your memories
are golden, your

gifts should be, too.
"Happy Anniversary." "Merry Christmas."

"Happy Birthday." Or just plain "I love you."
What better way to say it than with a gift of
real gold.

Come by and see our gorgeous collection of
karat g< >Id earrings and rings by Li/ai u.i. We'll
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CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

A churcli service
full of stirring new ideas.
(And warm, friendly people.}

A Sunday School
a place to grow

A Reading Room
full of revolutionary new ideas.
(And helpful, encouraging books.)

And a Wednesday
testimony meeting
where the healing power of these new-old
ideas is told, and people can give their
thanks to God.

Now that we've
introduced
ourselves
we'd love to have you come and share
with us ... any time you can.

First Church of Christ, Scientist
327 Elizabeth St.

Sunday Service
and Sunday School

1 1:00 a.m.
(Infant care provided)

evening meetings
7:30 p.m.

g
in Church Building
iu93., Thurs., Sal.

00 noon to 4:00 urn,
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I gave up my ChhUtmat {pi a -Citfe ojj Ovune.,
I c£a/n'.t euen <s;teai a. Aingle. dMe. . , . „
And now the. State ipendi thouiandt, on t\nu £ool
to keep me. walking and going to Achool.
Obeying theA* AuleJ, Atnlct and AteAn,
Teaching me what I've, dUieady itaAnzd.
ClviZitmat heAz IA ChAiAtmaA theAZ,
and T> not complaining about wliat l& ialn.

So I decided to get out o& bed,
und &o->iget theAe. thought* iniide. my head.
I lt\t the. pod and we.nt oat in the. hall,
and you wouldn't bzlizve. what 1 AOUI.
Santa WOA in a uni{onm calling noil,
and WcumvUgkt WOA ne.x£ to him giving paAoleA.
Now Nel&on now John&on, now Bnown, now Le.e.
pack youA belonging* and corns, with me.
Dlkeji ht «KW through, I wai all alone.,
7 hold, "(Mat about me.? Ain't 1 going home.1"
He. chzck&d again to aee i{ I urn miAAzd,
and iaid, "SotAy, PeAez, Vou'nz not on the. ZL&t."

I didn't take, it all that hand,
I tan out the. doon. and pait tux guafidi.
They nan out aiteA mz, a& 1 paAAed the. Gym,
and a big, dumb, AQAgeant yellzd, "AiteA km'."
I hit the lisut iznez tike, a bn.ze.zz,
but on the. Ancond one., a gucuid hollened, "F-teeze!"
I nan tltAough the. buAhzA like, a itn.e.ak o& blue,
My &hote weAe. itnokin', and they viext bhand new.
1 didn't look to ize. who vxu, behind me,
I hid in the. weed* and hopzd thzy didn't {ind me..
The night UXL& cold, but 1 vxu coveAe.d with iwe.at,
and the. {njont oi. my pantt uxu, ioaking weX.

The. n&xt moining they {ound me, and put me in the. holz,
{oi tnying to mafee an eatly panplt.
By New yea/u Ewe I wai out ojj jail,
out on the. compound nai&in' hell.
The. motval o{> the, &toiy ii vexy clean.,
II you. can't have a MeMy Chnl&tmaA, have, a Happy Hew Veat.

Manny

1

KEY WEST AQUARIUM

Entertain your friends and relatives with a visit to the excitingly
improved and enlarged KEY WEST MUNICIPAL AQUARIUM.

In order to re-introduce you to the new and exciting AQUARIUM,
we are making a special offer to those who share our island City
with us.

Purchase your ticket to the AQUARIUM, show proof of residency,
and we will Issue you our "Hometown Pass." This Pass will enable
you to visit the AQUARIUM as many times as you wish during the
next year, FREE I

Be one of the first to see our new Atlantic Shore Exhibjt. This Is just
part of the $25O,OOO improvement program now in progress
at the AQUARIUM.

See Sharks being- handfed at 3:OO P.M. daily. After December
15,198O, there will be five (5) Guided Tours and feedings daily.

Thousands of local specimens are displayed in their natural set-
tings and habitats.

SEE • Tarpon, the Silver King of the sportfishlng world!
SEE • Sawbones the Sawfish, and Sam the Giant Loggerhead.
SEE • Tldai Pools.
SEE » The interesting "Touch Pool" that holds many of tne sea

creatures of our reefs. The children may handle and ac-
quaint themselves with Starfish, Hermit Crabs, Sea Squirts,
Puffer Fish, along with many other exciting specimens.

SEE • Giant Sea Turtles and Lobster as all the beauty of our Key
West reef unfolds for your enjoyment. ,

School & Special Group Tours Welcome
Call Flyna our Marine Biologist, at (305) 296-2O51

for more information

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR

VOTE AND SUPPORT
Also for the following endorsements

The Keynoter
The Reporter
Solares Hill
The Key West Business Guild
Upper Keys Citizen's Association
The Political Women's Club

W M . BILLY FREEMAN
SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS

Pd. Pol. Ad Pd. for by Wni. Billy Freeman Campaign Fund

SEASONS GREETINGS
Sewing Mon-Sat

Breakfast - Lunch — Dinner
9:00 a.m. to 5 a.m.

Sunday
10:00 a.m. - 5 : 0 0 a.m.

Phone
.294-3244

Telegraph Lane
at Greene Street

(Next to Capt. Tony's)

Pa&£,e.d ove/i youn. concAeXe. aAchzi
Batk&d in Aunlight and ialt avi.
Sold hello to a whiAkz>Le.d icagull
V&ichzd upon a linking pieJi.
Vid I ize. a Ivint oi melancholy
SeJiind hii CJJJUMUA t ?

Watchzd zach inland
Glide by the. window
In a palm huond and hibiicui bluA.
The. mainland oie.pt up on me
Olith it* noiMj tnahiic'A whin.,
AA the. ocean laded iiom my iight,
I mamble.d a teanleAA good-bye.
To thingA that had alwayA been,
Bat could not be esieh. mole..

Many mileM inland
found the. eahth {,/Uendly and uxum.
With new wotA dimly planted,
The. umbilical cold finally toin.
She holdA no claim on me.,
Ex.ce.pt what 1 choose, to givt.

Uow, I Aee. tho&t old bnidgu
In a dilieiiznt kind oi tight.
Had the.y always Atood thetie. tempting
With a Ailtnt uJigc ion fitight?
Wa4 I dfuxnk iiorn too much AunAhint,
VexhapA blinded by the. glate.?
To occupied with loving hejf
To hzaJi theAA peKAiAtent date.?

Jean M.

Especially at
9

there is a helping hand behind
The Salvation Army's red shield.

Lois of us grew up in big, happy families, with the
big beautiful world for our playground. The Salvation
Army knows many people who are not that
fortunate'. And, it shows its love for God by helping
the less fortunate in many practical ways.

Homeless men and women are welcomed at Sal-
vation Army centers year-round —• but especially
at Christmastime.

Families going through hard times are helped in
many ways by the Army's skilled professionals—
but especially at Christmastime, there is a good
dinner, toys and warm clothing for the children.

Thousands of prisoners and parolees are helped
toward a new start in life by The Salvation Army—
but especially at Christmastime, the prisoner and his
family are remembered and visited.

Men and women, dependent on drugs or alcohol,
may feel lonely and desperate during the holiday
season. The Salvation Army's year-round Adult
Rehabilitation Centers are havens of hope and self-
help, especially at Christmastime.

The elderly in nursing homes, men and women in
hospitals or other institutions may find their days
very long. Especially at Christmastime, The Salvation
Army brings the gift of music and a friendly visit.

Over 2 J4 million people are aided by The Salvation
Army during the holidays.

Michael Landon
National Christmas Chairman

A PREAM, A LIGHT, AW A BOOK

TheAe. ilowA a mighty At>uom\
o{,- blood, Aweat, and teate,
oi love., compaAAion, and dhzamA
that guide, UA thfiough the. yzau.

TheAe. AhinzA a. mighty tight
that hoi Ahone. down thAough the. ageA,
theAz'A a book oi human KightA,

• with ouA conAcie.nce. on thz pageA.

And in oun. hepJvtA, thzhe. iA a Aong,
with moHaJUty ouA guidz,
and whzn thz hJLvzn AtzeAA UA wtong,
the. light won't let you Itide..

Manny
REMUM

KEY LIME, SQUARE
613V2 Duval Street

You can't take your home stereo with you in
the car, but now you can take its sound.

Introducing Bbse® Direct/Reflecting" car stereo.
Bose introduces the Model 1401""'
Direct/Reflecting' car stereo.
Which means that now you cah listen
to the same quality sound when you're
sitting in a traffic jam or cruising down
the highway, that you hear when
you're home with your stereo system.'
Two Direct/Reflecting® speakers with
adjustable vanes let you reflect the
sound off the rear window or other
solid surfaces of the car. And reflect
sound the way it is reflected in a
concert hall.

And two accessory speakers can be
mounted in the doors to bring even greater
dimension and fullness. And all speakers are

full-range speakers based on th
famous Bose 901" system.
The Bose 1401 system comes w
Booster/Equalizer that boosts th
power to 100 watts total when all
speakers are used. At .09% THI
And it all fits under the dash.
The system also features a Spat
Control'" to shape the sound to t
acoustics . •: ir car; active eqi
ization for flat power radiation in
the car environment; and a low f
quency control.

Come in for a demonstration an. i.' Irive horr
listening to the same quality sound you'll he
when you get there.

t Ito-Sop,
D



j f tS, ETC..
(ARN THEATRE, 319,Duval St .

,|l%5721, presents Line by I s -
jowitz. Previews Dec. 2 and 3.
l e . 4 a t 8:30 p.m. Continues
ursday, Friday, Saturday and

in December.

•ENNESSEE WILLIAMS FINE ARTS CENTER,
Junior College Road, Stock I s l a n d ,
294-6363.

a.M.S. P i n a f o r e , by G i l -
bert and Sullivan. 8:30
p.m. Matinee on the 13th
on 2 p.m.

Dec. 10, 11,
12, 13, 14

GALLERIES, ART SHOWS.
rARTISTS UNLIMITED, 221 Duval St., 296-
.̂)j56 25. Hours; 12-5 p.m. or by appoint-
meTTtr"Good Haitian art and quality lo-
J:al artists.

BAGATELLE RESTAURANT, 115 Duval St.,
ups ta i r s , 294-7195.
Dec. 5 & 6 New work by Walt Hyla,

Janet Minge, and Sonia
Robinson.

EAST tlARTELLO, S. Roosevelt Blvd.,
296-3913. 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily
except Christmas,
Dec. 3-Jan. 3 Dominic Cheng, Mineral

<•- Watercolors.

FARRINGTON GALLERIES, 711 Duval St., '
294-6911. Variety of local artists,
featuring for December, watercS'lors of
nautical Key West by artist Don Van
derlinden ("Skipper"). Also Mario San-
chez, Tennessee Williams and Martha
Davis. Hours: 9-5:30 p.m. daily except
Sunday. .

GINGERBREAD, 903 Duval, 296-8900.
Hours starting Dec. 1st: 11-6 daily
""Including Sunday, re-opening Fri, and
Sat. 7-10 p.m. Featuring Henry Faulk-
ner, Stell Adams, Tennessee Williams,
John Kiraly and Van Eno. Dec. 16:
Opening of Robert Franke show, an
American primitivist working in oils;
a foremost Key West artist at the gal-
lery.

GUILD HALL, 614 Duval St., 296-9359.
9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. daily. Featur-
ing Walter Ashe, Barbara Bauer, Bar-
bara Hodgens, Joan Howe, Walt Hyla,
Ann Irvine, Fran Kebschull, Maxine Mc-
Mullen, Irma Quigley and Bea Sackett.
Dec. 7 Annual show opens. 5-8

p.m.
Dec. 7-21 Barbara Bauer, featured

artist.
Dec. 22-Jan. Ann Irvine, featured
7 artist.

KEY WEST ART CENTER, 301 Front St.,
294-1241. Regular meeting Dec. 11th at
2 p.m. (Christmas party for members.)
Juried show continuing until Dec. 20.
Dec. 21 to Charles Gruppe, featured
Jan. 4 artist,

•MOIRA, THE ART GALLERY IN.KEY LIME SQ.
294-1254. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuseday
thru Saturday. Jim Lehmkuhl, artist in
residence. Ready-made standard size
frames in stock. Professional discount.

ROOFTOP GALLERY, 423 Front St., 294-.
5892. 10-5 daily. All Keys artists
featured. Handmade jewelry and gifts of
distinction.

TENNESSEE WILLIAMS FINE ARTS CENTER
(TWFAC). See Theatre, above. Lobby ex-
hibit through nee. 20. "New Directions
in Prints," from Pratt Graphics Center
in New York. Works by Jim Dine, David
Sullivan, Jack Sonnenberg, and others.

EVENTS

POETRY READINGS, LEARNING. ETC.
GUILD HALL POETRY SOCIETY, 614 Duval
St., 296^9359. Ordinarily held on the
first Sunday, of every month. Refresh-
ments. New time: 8 p.m. Date change for
December. December 14: open reading.

MONDAY NIGHT SALON SESSION, library,
700 Fleming St. Theme: "The Search for
Meaning." Meets every other Monday
from 7 to 9 p.m. Open to all to share
discussion if the reading has been
done. Read for:
Dec. 8 Bartleby the Scrivener,

by Herman Melville.

FILM
MONROE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY., 700
Fleming St. New phone: 294528488.
Children's films, Saturdays at 10 a.m.
Free.
Dec. 6 "Atom Ant Trio" Cartoon,
Dec. 13 "Silent Night" (Church

Mice) and "Deep Sea
Doodle"

Dec. 20 "Night Before Christmas"
and "Yes, Virginia,
there is a Santa Claus"
"Atom Ant Trio" Cartoon,

Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 27
Adult films
Free.
Dec. 3
Dec. 10
Dec. 17

"Helen Keller"
•"(."Treasure"
"Charles Dickens Christ-
mas Time"

T.W.F.A.C. (See above, theatre.)
Dec. 1 Judy Garland in "Meet Me
' in St. Louis," third of

the Great Actresses in
Film Series.

Hours: 11 a.m
a.m. to 1 a.m
Dec.Schedule

PANACHE EUROPEAN STYLE COFFEE HOUSE,
524 Duval St. at Smith Lane. 294-6433.

to 11 p.m. daily; 11
+ on weekends.
"Nightmare Alley" and
"Sweet Smell of Suc-
cess." Call for exact
dates and times.

SELF HELP
ADULT EDUCATION. English as a Second
Language. Courses free of charge. New-
comers to Key West welcome to begin at
this time. Call Sylvia Gonzalez, 296-
8827 for additional information.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS. Meetings at va-
rious times and places. For more in-
formation call 294-9026.

EMOTIONAL HEALTH ANONYMOUS. Meetings
every Thursday 7:30 p.m. at the First
Congregational Church, 527 William
St., and Saturdays at 10 a.m. at the
United Methodist Church, 729 Fleming
Street.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS. Meetings every
Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. at the United
Methodist Church, 729 Fleming St.

CONSCIOUS.PREGNANCY CLASSES, including
classes in nutrition, breathing, yoga,
health, etc. Call 296-6259 for infor-
mation.

MAIL-A-BOOK PROGRAM,, for shut-ins and
those who find it difficult to travel
to the library conveniently. One hun-
dred new book titles recently added.
May be obtained through libraries at

Marathon, Key Largo, Islamorada and
Key West, as well as bookmobiles. Will
mail to anyone in Monroe County. Cata-
logs, etc., available at 700 Fleming
St. Library. New phone: 294-^8488.

METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH meetings
for the gay community. Sundays at noon
at the Woman's Club, 319 Duval St.

WOMEN'S CENTER, 602 Duval. 8 to 4:30
p.m. weekdays. 294-8481. Call for
exact times of classes, schedules,
etc.

WORKSHOPS IN LIFE PAINTING AND DRAWING
Tuesday, 7:30-9:30 p.m. and Fridays 2
to 4 p.m. ($2-$3 model fee). For info
call Malcolm Ross at 294-8301.

SENIOR CITIZEN NEWi
SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER at 600 White St.
New phone: 294-4641, Ext. 363. Sat.,
Sun. and holidays phone 294-2801.
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 to 6. On Fridays
the Center re-opens 7-10 p.m.
Dec. 10 Senior Citizens Christ-

mas Party at the Holiday
Inn, 7-11 p.m.

REGULAR EVENTS
AQUEDUCT AUTHORITY meeting, 1100 Ken
nedy Dr., 296-2454. Call for times.
Dec. 11 Workshop.
Dec. 12 Meeting,

CITY COMMISSION meeting, first and
third Mondays at 8 p.m., City Hall,
Simonton and Angela streets.

CITY ELECTRIC UTILITY BOARD meeting,
second and fourth Wednesdays, 5 p.m.,
Board'Room, 930 Caroline.

MONROE COUNTY COMMISSION meetings,
294-4641.
Dec. 2 Plantation Key, 10 a.m.
Dec. 16 Marathon, 10 a.m.
Dec. 30 . Key West, 10 p.m.

MONROE COUNTY LIBRARY
Dec. 6 Book Sale, rear of 700

Fleming St. Books, 25*.
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

MARATHON LIONS CLUB dinner meetings,
second and fourth Wednesdays, Indies
Inn, Duck Key, 7:30 p.m.

Please send notice of events of public
service to soiares Hill, 513 Fleming
St., Room 3, by the 20th-of the month
preceding the event. •

fine hand fashioned jewelry
fitzpatrick sveet 294-1243

-/
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jal artists.

BAGATELLE RESTAURANT, 115 Du
u p s t a i r s , 294-7195.
Dec. 5 S 6 New work by T"

J a n e t Min<~

EAST MARTBLLO
296-3913. <*
except C
Dec. 3 -

HEATHER HARPER
HELEN WATTS

JOHN WAKEFIEKP
QiJrr

ORCHESTRA & CHOIR
'• COLIN DAVIS, CONDUCTOR

,d

M meeting, first and
fft 8 p.m., City Hall,
tfigela streets.

" UTILITY BOARD meeting,
/urth Wednesdays, 5 p.m.,
J30 Caroline. '

TY COMMISSION meetings,

Plantation Key, 10 a.m.
Marathon, 10 a.m.
Key West, 10 p.m.

WROE COUNTY LIBRARY
|C% 6 , ^""^ Sale, rear of 700

"*•. Books.

Christmas Eve
7 - io SPONSORED BY

THE


