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Founding Mothers & Fathers - TOB

" ' What does tober mean? Deflining
itis kind of hard tut we can describe
it. In Key West we have many ex--
amples of tober.

Tober is the good feeling you gat
when you see Misa Watkins at the
General Delivery window of the Post,
Office and get a letter; it in the good
feeling you still get when you sece
Miss Watking and don’t get a letter.

It’s the bouncy pleasure given you
from a mango ice cream cone nb 191
Cacigue on Duval Strect.

It’s the beautiful bank of white
and purple periwinkles ot the corner
of Peancon Lane and lNaton Ntroet, i

It's Dorthy Raymer walking her ‘ iR
dog down the streoet. :

It's having to make a choieo he - %
tween the 4th of July and the New gl
El OK restourants,

With apologies to Grant Wood. What is tober? Tt's whiat mnkes
: us say “‘That’s Key Wewst and ['m
glad I'm here.”

WE HAD AN IDEA.YOU SAID: “*DO [T” | CGNTENTS
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COMMUNE DIARY

Dec. 17: Ronnie, Tom and I decided
to move up the Keys.  There are

st too many hassles here in Key
W’(““et with the vagrancy lews and.
the high prices of rent and utilities.
Ronnie said he heard of a place on
Rockland Key.

Dec. 20: We rented the house on
Rockland today. 1It's only $40 =a
month and our only utility is water.
The ice box and stove runs on
bottled gas and there’s no need of
electricity. We can make our own
candles and our own music. The
place is in pretty bad shape. The
whole yard is completely covered
with shoulder high weeds and

wrecked cars. The back room's
floor is about to collapse but the
house ‘is full of great possibilities.
There’s a run down chicken coop
in the back; we could fix it up and
raise our, own chickens and fresh
eges. There are only [our rooms in
house: a living roem with two f{old
down couches, a bedroom with a

double bed, a bathroom and the
kitchen, Cznome loves it out here.
There's so much land and water for
him to get into. It’s hard on a dog
to live in town. There are six of us
already: Ronnie, Tom, Ben, Steve,
Ed and myself — a really nice family.

Dec. 21: Mr. Johnson came down
again today., He's self-proclaimed
Mayor of Rockland Key. He brought
us five loaves of bread. So far all

the neighbors have heen beautiful.

Dee. 22: My parents are coming
down for Christmas vacation. They
are going to stay in tewn and 1’11
be staying down there with them.
We have two more people at the
house. They seem like really nice
guyS. They're from New York-
Matty and Larry.-

Dee. 23: My parents came today
and I had dinner waiting for them.
Ronnie, Matty and Larry came for
dinner also.. Mom and Dad really
like Ronnie.

Dec. 25: 1 spent hall the day with my
parents and the evening with my
other family. - Both families mean
as much to me as the other. Larmy’s
van was t{otaled today which is
really bad, The guy who hit him

didn’t even have insurance. At -

Rockland we sat around the fire
and got stoned on some grass that
some dude gave us for a Chrlstmas
present. and we sang,
the sun to sleep.

AN EDITORIAL CONMENT

The Rockland Key copy seems a bit
one~sided, Do we feel that the hippie
campers are blameless? Of course not,
In the next issue we’ll pursue this
perenmial winter problem further,

Dec. £6: 1It’s raining — rain can be
really depressing at times; Mom and
1 played cards most of the day.
Matty and Larry came to visit.

Dec. 27: Mom .and Dad are going -
back to. North Carolina tomorrow.
Having been away from my parents
and the home life scene for so long
I had forgotten why I had left.
They are such good people. They
dig my friends and my new way of

life which is cool but their bicker

ing will always drive me away. New
people are coming all the time to
Rockland, some great and some not
so great, On the whole they are

really far out people. The yard
has heen completely .cleaned up.
Everyone was out pulling up weeds
and picking up garbage. Some of the '
guys put wheels on the wrecked cars
and pushed them out of the yard.
Cement blooks and 2X4’s were put.
under the back room for more support.

Dirt was brought in for a garden.

It's all coming along fine. No work
list is needed the work. iz just done.
We have =about six people every
night doing the dishes, singing and’
having a goodtime. There are about

25 peaple now. ‘

Dee. 28: Mom and Dadleft this
motning ~ hope they have a safe
trip home. 1 planted my radishes
today and my peas. Someone planted
lettuce and cucumbers yesterday.
All we need nowis our own crop of

grass and we’ll have everything we -

need — fresh vegetables, fish from
the charter boats and lots of grass—
_what more can one ask for?

Deec. 31: A start of a new year and
it looks like it is going to be a good

~ pne. We had lots of visitors from

town to welcome the new year in,
We had a big dinner and some wine,
grass and song. This time last year

I was in college with no thought of -

moving down here to Key West. I
am really glad I did; it is one of the

" mostbeautiful cities that I have ever

lived in and I have been all around
the country and the world. Happy
New Year.

Jan. -2: Woke up early for the sun—
rise; whata sight.

Jan. 4: We’ve got.our own private
lagoon. We’ve been trying to catch
our own fish but there are just some

" small snapper and little grunts. Seems

ike the only things I can catch are

seagullg, seaweed and my pants. leg
but it sure is:fun trying. The lagoon
The lagoon is also good for swim -
ming, and beautiful for sunbathing.
We have between 10—-20 people a day
arriving. A-frames and tents are
being put up all around the house
and through the key. There are now
about 80 people.. We hooked up an
outside shower and a chemical toilet
for all the people.

Some of the guys are working on
thé cucumber boats for $2.00 an hour,.
We get avacadoes, cucumbers and
tomatoes from the boat which is
really good. The other day the head
man decided to have one shift in—
stead of two. A strike was called
by the Rockland boys. The man aaid
for them to go home then but when

- the Rockland boys ataried to leave
everyone followed, straights and
freaks alike. He hired two shifts.

Jan. 6: I am sure glad Matty and
Larry came;'they are two of the most
far—out people I have met in Key
West yet.

Fd

Jan. 7: The police game today and

" arrested four of my brothers: Larry,
Chris, Jack, and Buddy. Two were
skinny dipping - (indecent exposure)
and Larry was arrested for inter--
fering with the duty of an officer and
Buddy for open profanity. The bonds
are ranging from $500.00-1500.00
We hope to get them out on Monday.
Poor Larry; first his car and now
this nonsense,

Jan.. 8: My radishes came up — il
won’t be long now - Ilove radishes.

Jan. 10: We couldn’t get them out
today. We'll have to wait'ti} Thurs —
day.. We had 128 people for dinner
tonight. We served stealk,rice, salad,
and fish. A friend of tho family

-brought the stenk,and the fish came
from the charter bonta

Jen. 11: Kilo's heen stolen. Who
would steal someone’s cat — he was
like my own child; I can just hope
that the people wul treat him good.
Little things like this have been hap
pening lately. - Clothes, blankets
and my records have started tp dis
appear. | guess it is the people who
are like here a day and gone, they

“don’t really care. Things just don’t
seem to get done the way they used
to; the same people keep doing it

continued on p.l1 3
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“THEY COME DOWN HERE EVERY WINTER"

In the early spring of 1958,
Monroe County citizens called a
traditional ‘‘town meeting’’ in front
of the County Judge. County res-
idents were. upset, and they were

demanding  aoction: “Too many
" campers; they’re all over my prop-
erty.”?

‘“They just ignore the no tres-

passing signs or tear them down!"’

¢“The county has to do some-
thing!”?

The Judge decreed that the
Sheriff’s Department and the Florida
Highway Patrol were responsible
for keeping ‘‘illegal campers” out
~ of Monroe County.

Once again the Keys are facing
the winter influx of Thoreaus and
Whitmans, the campers who find
their pleasure on the beach, notat
poolside. These are the wildemess
lovers who come down U.8. 1
looking for that place in the sun

"where. they can set-—-up camp..

Unlike much of the rest of America,
the Keys are fortunate to still have
plenty of land for the camper who
is looking for his own tropical
island for a week. Today Heury
David Thoreau is a trespasser,

Tuesday, February 9, 1971: The
County Board of Commissioners
called the Sheriff, the Zoning
Department and the Sanitation
Department on the carpet. In a

news release in the Miami Herald,

Commissioner John Parker com-
mented that the ocampers were often
‘“‘undesirables with drugs, and they
are hurting the tourist image of the
Keys.”’ Sheriff Brown, speaking
before the commissioners, reported
that his department had made **60
some arrests (of the illegal campers)
in the last couple of weeks.?’

Dr. Antell, head of the County
Health Department, sees the prob-
lem as one which occurs every year.
“It’s a problem of just too many
people for the facilities available,
It happens every year. It happened
in 1956 and in every year since.

It will happen again next year,
There’s juat not encmgh room for
these campers.,’

The commissioners recommended
to Sheriff Brown that he increase
his " arrests of campers ‘‘to show"
people that they oan’t camp down

here except in designated aress'

even though Harry Harris, County:
Mayor, had commented -earlier, ‘‘I.
don’t know how you can arrest all

these people, Bobby. We don’t have’

enough jail to hold them all.’ ~

Commissioner Billy Freeman
suggested that a sign be  erected
at the County line, “Camping ex-
cept in authorized areas is prohib-
ited, All violaters will be .prose-
cuted.”  Banitation Director Dick

Wells suggested that such a sigh:

could be erected over the highway,
‘‘like those signson the toll roads,’*
so that people would be sure to see
it. ‘

A ‘‘keep out” sign over U8, 1
welcoming  people to the XKeys?
Why can’t we approach the problem
of *illegal campers,?? not by making

arrests, but by legalizing camping?-
Dr. Antell recommends morecamp- -

grounds to meet ‘the influx. Can't
we construct more camping areas

throughout the ¥Xeys that would’

accomodate our winter, and increas-
ingly, year—around guests?
Because of the recent interest

in the Rockland Key Commune,
Solares Hill wished lo present to

its readers the viewpoinis of the .

authorities involved. Sheriff Brown
has an “‘Open door polioy’’ toward
the press and was happy to - talk
with this paper about the Rockland
Key incident.

Jamie Hildebrand and- her ‘‘bro-
thers and sisters” of the Rockland
Ker 7~ .uvne are not the *‘‘illegal

campers’® wno are here for a day -

~~ two before ‘heading north again

. in their VW campers ‘or with 'their

knapsacks on “their -‘backs. ' As
Jamie says in her .‘‘Diary,’”’ she

rented a house with her friends in .
order to make a home. How has. the

County responded. to thls group ‘of
young people? :

Bheriff Brown commented “‘We
had been receiving complaints from
property owners on':Rockland  Key.

It’'s our job to. follow 'up -on these °
complaints.”” On January 21,'th'e‘

Sheriff’s department moved in on
the - Rockland . Key " Cominune,
rounded up most of the commune
residents and took them to- the
County jail. Sheriff :‘Brown inter-

viewed many of the group, and
finding most of them  »'without any.
visible means of support’’ offered
to transport to ' the "County. line
anyone who ' wanted = to ' leave.
Twenty-nine of -the group volun-
teered to be bussed up the Keys:

*‘7° have not filed any of the
charges,”” Sheriff Brown oontinued
referring to the trespass,. haalth;. -
and =zoning violations, ‘‘But.what
coufd happen (this is not a threat
now) is that the. Health Department
could file a complaint and- ask. for
an  injunotion " in  Circuit Cou‘rt
against ‘the landlord.”?

Solares Hill asked Diok Wells,

County ' Sanitation - Director, ~about
the gsituation.. ‘‘They were warned
during -my visit on January . .20, .
that the facilities for waste dis-
posal  were inadequate,** he saild.
When asked what. kind of sewage
system - the commune had that was
inadequate, Wells 'said, *I don’t
know:, ‘the landlord could have a °
barrel in the ground out . there, for
all ‘1 know, JIt's a no man’s land,
an eyesore. Every area has its
eyesom hidden somewhere. That's
ours.’ Both Wells -and Dr: Antell
felt that the problem was muoh blg~
ger than the commune.

“It's a d}sgrace,” Dr. Antell
commented, **One of the number-one
priority items on the County’s list
for this year is the eclean—up .of
those eyesores on Rockland Key and
Siock Island. The County has asked
the Ayueduct Commission to take '
over responsibility . for the lower
Keys sewage dispoaal. But, I
doubt if they’ll do it before we get
it ‘cleaned up.’ We’'ve got-a lot of
work out there.’' : e

8o the Rockland Key Commune
continues. Jamie and'her ‘‘brothers
and ' sisters’ - don't know ' whether
they violate a zoning code or not;
They know their . “barrel in the
ground'’ .is inadequste for sanita-
tion, but what isadequate? . Can
a commune: -be .legal. : in Monroe
County? We  think - the County

should set definite standards . for
all areas ~ no man's lands or not. -
and then abxde by them. -




2 give praige to the potato.
:d to perfection one can
eat the outer gkin and derive great

pouvislunent, along with dts fluffy
innards \xhxcl. only become terribly
f:‘xﬁir}i:ill.' when ‘immersed ‘in butter
saud e Fouf eream—-—yum!),  Hail
to the potate! I is easy to grow -
wnid can bie prepared with other foods

in a variety of (I‘Ld’(lve ways.
- AE for me | secipes are merely a

frimewock for improvising one's own
Tlmw; A recipe is a. gmde that can
biénd \uth the things one may hap-
per Lo Favo on hand at the moment

ui‘r;rr-tl..()x\—~‘l}1‘1t awful and beau-
tiful:moment-when “*waiting for full-
nessth, hall  the .hungry looks  are
foovsed; and you're on, fluttering
about dnd trying to cook up a groovy
thing.

My friend Socorra del Valle once
made Such a potato. dish as I am
lauding, for my husband Being like
mmded it was ‘a thing T had been
imagining myself. T dub this all—in—
one: wucmn.m fantasy Potato
l\ux\h. arid. hope vou will all try to
add your own touch to it. '

Anyway: bake ‘a couple of nice
sized potatoes 1 you want 1o feed
vell, wnd add another potato
for each ‘additional setrving. ‘Scoop

out *=hells and let potatoes cool in
Bowl with buttery salt, pepper; and
iy o finely diced onion. Salt and
pepper according to your own taste.
Theny ifyou huve peas, fine. If you
huve squash. wonderful, - For me,

mushrooms, carrots, and pole beans

fine h; cut. and brought to a simmer

are fnvored Jnﬂrt’(hthq The beans
should havv u nice green color. Do
nol, ove wcook them. "Add your selec-
tion of frrhh vegetables to ‘the.
potatd. mixture -and smooth it with
& small amount of milk and sour
cream. . {Note, feel your way along
here.. No one particularly cares for
lumpy . potatoes; or for those that
are too loose. I prefer to judge
rather than measure myself, using
the e),e Bs a guide.)

And 80, it a reasonably short
period of mme you've ended up with
quite a satigfying and healthful mix-
ture. For me, a finishing touch
would be to place my Potato Keish
in casserole with some strips of
muenster cheese, and bake for 10
or 15 minutes until cheese is puffed
up good and proud. If [ were plan-
ning on the Potito Keish as a side
dizh, Twould refill the potato shells,
add cheese and bake. (Good Wlth
salad or seafood dishes.)

Vegetables shouldn’® be too
finely diced, for you want to see the
colorful' slices in the potato blend.
T'hey should be respected as great
natural gifts from the land, If youy
can  avoid the added mxddleman
rother. of having cellophane and
paper boxes to throw away from
packaged and frozen vegetables, do
S0, Fresh f{ruits and vegetables
are always bhest.

As for choice of potato, one
needn’t necessarily use ‘an Idaho,
though they do nicely as will any
baking potato. And again; praise
the potato, whatever kind you use,
however you prepare it. Remember,
it was nourished by the earth that
now nourishes you.

e

T can’t possibly imagine what I'm
doing writing ‘a column about her.
Afterall, after 32 years of living to~
gether, I know. what she’s like, and,
after 13 years in the neighborhood,
everyone else knows what she's
like, tbo. ‘Picture yourself living
across the street from us, and one
morning a God—awful screech rings
out from across the street. That
was the morning the boiler had busted
and, while going into the basement
to wash clothes, basket in hand, un—
able to see one step after another,
she walked into Okeechobee Swamp.
Butdon’tjump to conclusions; that's
not what she screamed about. Her
insistance that I come to the top of
the steps and see what had happened
‘was not greatly appreciated at Tam.
Why does-a woman have to start her
wash at Tam? - And besides, my wife
has a knack for wanting to see me
at the most incavenient times. In
the hopes of being delicate, I was
precccupied. Well, she wouldn't
tolerate that. So I had to put down
my latest edition of ‘““Mad Magazine'’
and disengage myself (sorry about
that),and eame to the head of the
' stairs; ' Believe me, it was well
worth interrupting myself That is
until she told me she had just spent
$25.00 on a new hairdo the day be-
forel - Well, standing there in the
lapping waters with my polkadot
undershorts going by, I knew my day
had begun in the traditionally un-—
traditional mannenl “‘So, what do I
do now, Louis. Come on,you're the
big mechanic, tell me!: Oh, my hair
is ruined. I thmk I'm going to cry.”
There are two things I hate in this
world: runny eggs and ¢iying women,
“‘Don’t ery, don’t cry! I'm thinking.”’
I use this ploy io forestall all immin~
ent crying spellss Now it's like an
Apollo countdown and launch. Humm’s
and Ah’s have to come at 10 second

intervals for 45 seconds.. Then an
‘1 think I’ve got it!’? gives another
30 seconds where I think about the
idea I didn’t have but that I better
have within 30 seconds. And then

blast—off, the idea: *“Why don’tyou

ungcrew the drain plug right near

your feet.” ‘‘Blub, where, blub, blub
is it?" “Louxse,,you’ll have to stop
dririking while you talk if you want
me to understand you 't {¢Blub, blub,

where’s the plug?, blub.’? “By your‘
right foot. No, a little more, down,
over, up,over, that's it, unscrew it,

that’s it, right.”” Have youever been
standing over the drain in your base-—
ment, while it was full of water, and
pulled the plug" I couldn’t blame
Louise for screaming, but you have
to admit, it’s hard to take at 7am.

Where’s - the. 3ust1ce?

LOUIS AND LOULSE

Now really, doean’t he sound im—
possible? You'd think %am was
something sacred. I1've got to do my
wash sometime, don’tI? QOkeechobee
Swamp! [t was an inch of water.
Whataya do with a guy like that! Six
am is the time I wake up to the tune
of ZZ272%%2s in harmony. That's
no way to start the day, either,

The wash had piled up for two
weeks and will take me all day any—
how. So, get one load in and done
before the Master wants breakfast.
Unfortunately, I'm not born with
front—view mirrors and hadn’t taken
a driver—training course in “How to
negotiale a curving, winding, twining
staircase while loaded down with
357 pounds of polka—dot under—
shorts.” TFor those who haven’t -
tried it,"don’t. You might step into
an inch of water, Which is the last
thing 1 expected at Tam.. - Polka—
dots covered the basement and I was
flat out doing my favorite swimming’
routine, the Louise Float.” The hair—
do didn’t matter, - Well, that’s not
true,. After sitting under the clryer
for 1% hours, burning my neck and
sizzling my eyebrows I didn’t care
to have it washed away inside of a
minute. And getting that big Oaf out:
of his constipated den and down
to help me is like expecting Tarzan
to be able to get Cheetah out of the
house during his love scene with
Jane. Have you ever heard Louis’s
laugh? It's somewhere between my
Mother—in—law’s and a black crow’s
that perches on our back fence and
feels obligated to 'let us know he’s
there. ‘‘Can’tyou help me?’’. “This
is too funny to believe. Walit until
the guys at the office get this one.”’
“If you don’t help me this instant
I'm going to cry.’” That always
works with him. He really hates two
things: orying and bad toilet paper,
and I'm sure he would rather have a
room full of women crying in his. ear
than one roll of bad toilet paper.. So
Idon't cry while he ponders his navel

and mine gets wet. ‘‘Unscrew the
plug by your foot.” I easily do that
and the water starts draining. A1l
of & sudden, as the floor begins to
surface, there are two dead mice

bodies flwmting towards me. . Now
what would you have done?

solares hill

Stan Becker

ous healing properties.

The path to be followed in learn—
ing something about aloes is marked
by. strange growth forms, beautiful
flowers, and exciting tales of marvel-
However,
one of the most fascinating aloe
stories relates to one of our own.
Keys and a very odd common name
for our best known species of Aloe,

¢‘Why is Bamboo Key called Bam—
boo Key?' I inquired of a long time.
resident of Key Vaca. 1 was very
much aware that there were no bam-—
boos on the island, probably never
were, and I said so. ”‘Sure there’s
bamboos on it he replied. **They’re
all over the place, and that’s why we
call it ‘‘Bamboo Key," but you
prob'ly call ‘em aloes.”

Bamboo? Aloes? How did the

aloes everpick up a popular or com— -

mon name belonging to a completely
unrelated rainforest plant? I've
never been able to find out just how
the .well-known healing aloe, Alge

barbadepgjs, came to be called
‘*bamboo.'” However, in the typi-
enlly amazlng manner of aloes, this
valuable species not only acquired
a most peculiar common name, but

"adjusted so well to life in our Keys

that it gave this peculiar name to
one of them,
The aloes are one of the mostout-

standing  groups of xerophytes

" (ze' ro fites) or plants that are

uniquely adapted to dry climatic
conditions, Of more than two hundred
species in the genus Aloe, only a
few are represented in the United
States. All of these, including our
famous medicinal Aloe harbadensis,
are exotic imports from the arid
regions of South and North Africa,

and zome of the Atlantic islands.
The appearance of aloe plants, -

and their function in the arid land

ecosystems of the Old World, is al—

most identical to that of our native
American agaves, such as the well—
known Century Plant. Although both

' forms store water in fleshy leaves,

thealoes differ slightly {from agaves
in the way they conserve moisture,

.and protect themselves from being

eaten by thirsty desert animals.
Aloes lack the thick skins and sharp
apical or tip spines that protect the
moderately fleghy leaves of agaves,
However, the fairly thin—skinned
‘and extremely fleshy leaves of nloes
are -adequately protected by more
or less sharp marginal spines, and
perhaps more effectively by a very
bitter flavor.

Despite these structural differ—
ences, thd agaves, which belong to
the Amaryllis family, and aloes,
which belong to the family of Lillies,
"are an example of parallel develop—-

 ment for the same ecological function

in different parts of our planet. Such

‘similar forms, which fill the same
ecological niche in different eco~-
-systems, are called ‘‘ecological
analogues,*’

The aloes range 'in size from
stemless little leaf clusters less
"than one inch in height to massive
tree~like structures that reach fifty
feet. From this wide range of form,

those species that man has selected
for- cultivation have been chosen
particulary for their bizarre shapes
and color patterns, and exquisite

" flowere which are normally borne on

tall stalks. However, afew species
of ‘Aloe have been cultivated spe—
cifically for their medicinal prop-—

erties. .
More than two thousand years

. ago,the classical Greeks and Romans

cultivated Alge perryi on the shores
of the Medlterranean and Agean seas
for a variety of medicinal uses,,and

“today we are doing the same with

Alge barbadensis. The commercial
crop of aloes is presently used al—,
most entirely in the manufacture of

. 8kin creams and lotions, and burn

ointments. However, despite per—
sistent reports of marvelous cura—
tive powers, the medicinal value of
Aloe barbadenels is still a subject

of controversy and uncertainty among
orthodox medical practitioners. Do
muchso, in fact, that very little re—
search has been devoted to the-

_medicinal uses of aloes and none

in- attempts to isolate and identify
the active chemical substances in
the plant’s tissues.

Nevertheless, the people of the
Keys have established aloes as one
of their most important and effective
folk medicines, readily recognized
by many physicians who have ex—
perienced their curative effects.

A young Key West mother,Phoebe
Coan of Pinder Liane, finds that aloe
quickly relieves a baby’s diaper
rashand other skin eruptions as well.

The gelatin-—like inner material of -

the leaf (in which the plant stores
its moisture) is gently rubbed over
the affected area with every diaper

change. Application with every dia— "~

per change is continued as a pre-

-ventative measure after the rash has
been brought under contrpl. When

similarly applied several times a
day to other rashes and skin erupt—
ions, the gelatinous substance re-—
portedly ‘provides extremely quick
relief. A single application of the
pale green aloe gelatin to the in-
flamed area around a mosquito bite
is considered to offer the mosteffec—

tive relief to people with unusually -

sensitive skins.

I have also been told that aloe
gelatin, and particularly the thick
or viscous. yellow fluid that drips
from the gelatin of large old leaves -
promotes very rapid healing of ‘‘black

and blue” marks. This viscous yel-

low fluid may be gathered separately
by permitting a large leaf, freshly
severed at the base, to drain base
down into a glass. Although all aloe
gelatin is reportedly effective in
treating sunburn and other radiation
burns, it is the thick yellow sub-
stance that seems to have the greater

curative effect.
A surprising number of people in

our community make an aloe tea
which they drink either as ‘speciflic—
ally needed, or on a regular daily
basis as a general all—around stomach
soother, skin toner, eye brightener,
and super sweet-swingin', non~
stop, ever—lovin' medium of joy and
well-being,

Perhaps it is thxs very joyful,
subjective and entirely human en-
thusiasm for aloe as a universal
folk medicine cure—all that makes
the whole subject terribly suspect
in the view of orthodox medicine.
Even so, an interview with one of
Key West’sretired physicians clearly
indicated that despite the lack of
systematic study on the subject,
practical experience with the effect—
iveness of aloe treatments has proven
impressive to a most conservative
professional with extensive back~
ground in both military and civilian
practice.’

_ The physician told of a friend
whose fair skin was extremely sug -
ceptible to sunburn. Even with a
greatdealof care some sun exposure
was inevitable and in consequence,
the gentleman developed skin can-
cer on several occasions, affecting
areas such as the lip, back of the
neck and hand.  Aloe treatment was
actually started with the hope that
it would serve as a mild paliiative

" until ‘arrangements could be made

for surgical removal of the affected

" area. Instead,the lip cancer healed

completely after a few weeks of
regularly applying aloe gelatin, mak—

_ing surgery unnecessary. The car—

cinomag that subsequently developed
on neck and hand were respectively
treated surgically and by freezing,
essentially without effect, as can—
cerpus development recurred in both

.areas, However, both areas on neck

and hand responded beautifully to
a few weeks of regular treatment
with aloe gelatin dressings. In an-—
other instance a basal cell carcin oma
on the forehead also disappenred

completely after three weeks of
treatment with aloe gelatin dress-’

ings, but did recur after subsequent
_overexposure of the same area to the

.sun )
"The doctor treated another skin

cancer of the hand that persisted in
recurring after each of perhaps a
dozen surgical removals. This very
serious condition began toheal afler
ten days of treatment with alpe gel-
atin dressings. Although prolonged
treatment was necessary the can-
.cerous growth receded and eventu-—
ally complete healing resulted. As

continued on p. 15

The Amazing Aloes
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* James Leo Herlihy, ' author of
Midnight Cowbhoy, lives almost ot
the summit of Solares Hill, From
Elisabeth St/ cut into Baker’s Lane
and pound on the compound gate,
Bea (I find out her name quickly,
because she’s always offering me
something: fruit, coffee, tea, ice-
cream ~ thank you, ma’em) opens
the gate and | ask to see “‘Jamie,’”
Figuring my familiarity will be e—
nough lo gel me through the front
lines, ‘

It is. Through the maze, follow
the brick path to the siudio. ‘
“Hello, Jamie, [’m from Solares
. BLAG AR
Hill, a new community newspaper.”’
‘0K
‘“Well... I'd like to do...] want
tointerview you for the fitst issue.”’

“Uh—huh, ['m kind of busy right
now and...

I THINK: a brush—off., Damn,
here we are starting a paper and |
can’t even get an interview.

But Jamie continues.... " can you

.come back in half an hour.”’

Half anhour! Beautiful. We're off,

““Sure, Jamie, See you then.’

Thirty minutes later Solares Hill
ace reporter is bouncing down 10
Herlihy’s, looking like o badly-
packed dromedary, papers fulitering
and microphone cords trailing in the
Baker’s Lane dust.. !

“Everybody in this tpwn knows
about me alregdy," says Jamie as
we git down on the brick floor of the
3tudiof. He has Uit some frankincense
and the billowing smoke moves in
around us and slows us down.. We
get beyond the lape recorder and

- The Interview and just start to talk,
‘getting to" know each other. Jamie

wants to know about Sglares Hill.

HERLIHY: :First, let me inter-
view you, .  You're starting a
paper, right?  What for? Why
another newspaper in Key West?

. S0LARES HILL: We want to cre~
ate a paper _fhat will bring the
community much ‘more together.
We wdnt to create a paper that
will give Key West some kind of
identity. Some " kind of feeling
for its traditions, and for where’

it can grow. What it can do to

_grow in the right direction — an
ecologically sound direction — a
direction ' where people are called
upon to -use their own skills and
their own heritage rather than,
for example, sefvin_g tourists or -
doing something ., that the Navy
calls on them to do. This is an
- island; this ‘is a very unique part
of the United States. Many of the
traditions that are here are not
found, or qt least have. gone by
the boards, in many parts of our
country; feelings of individualism,
feelings of understanding ‘and re- .
spect for nature.. We ‘feel, this is
the kind of community where' the
United States can regain some of

e T

its lost‘ heritage. It could happen .-

here in our microcosm and be
documented as. an example of

what small communities all over

the United States could do.

HERLIHY: That's good. The first
time [ ever heard that theory put
forth as « possibility for Key
West was by Merlin Curry. Have
you ever talked with Merlin? I
hope you're going to interview
him, because I think he is a gold
mine of good, constructive, creative
ideas. The town has been largely
deaf to him for various reasons.
He's usually written about in the
papers in connection with one of

- his many crimes. For example,

waiting for @ bus was the last one
I was involved with., He had just
left my house. Five minutes later
he was calling from the jail. He
was waiting for a bus in front of
the Nite Beat at 4 p.m. - And,
another one of his crimes: he was

picking up a package over at the

Greyhound Station. But, in ony

case, the papers have focused upon

his crimes to the extent that they
have failed torealize that this is
a gold mine of creative, valuable
information which this community
needs; not only if it's to become
an example, but if it's going to
progress with any kind of peace.
It's going to .need to hear his
constructive ideds. And he has
lots of them. So I hope you will
interview him, since the other
papers haven’t seen fit to do that.

But let’s go on to another vital
question about the. paper, okay?
I think you want to give some
thought as to whom your readers
are. 'Do you want to reach people
who agree with you? Or do you
want to reach the lady who lives
out on Duck Avenue, has four
kids and a husband who works on

“the Navy Base, and she’s moon-

lighting ds a hairdresser because
he doesn’t make enough; and may-
be one of her kids is a young man
of sixteen who has just started
to smoke grass. And, like, is she
going to-be one of your readers?
I mean, do you want to reach her?
Or do you want this to be read
only by high school kids? Like,
who do you want to read it?
Everybody? Let the chips fall
where they may? Now, I think
this is really worth thinking about,
because I've seen newspapers that
do a fabulous job on people that
already agree with their own point
of view, )

SOLARES HILL: Our idea is to
make this a community newspaper.

HERLIHY: A community paper?
Well, then are you going to be
interviewing that Jlady?

SOLARES HILL: Hopefully, We
want to interview her; we want to
interview Gamble, the jewel-
er; we want to interview county
commissioners; city commissioners;
shrimpers; winos;  and Navymen,
becduse this is a total community.
That's one of the reasons this
place - is healthy, because people
face each other.

HERLIHY: Will you interview the
yourg people, too?

SOLARES HILL: Right.

HERLIHY: Good. 1'd hoped you
weren’t  going to only interview
people like me ~ you know, a
writer, and a writer with a repu-
tation. I think there are lots of
people in this community with
something to say. :

Well, let's follow that further,
Will the lody on Duck Avenue read
it? Will she be able to understand
it? This lady who has a sixteen
year old-kid who is now smoking
grass, is she going to understand
this kind of paper? That’s what
I"want ‘to know — what's going to

"be in ‘it that she’s going to find

pertinent to her life, whether it's

condinued on'p. 14
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‘*Something’s happening here but
vou don’t know what it is, do you,
Mr. Jones,’” is a line from a song
by the folk singer Bob Dylan. It
describes the way many people feel
now. Thére is a strange sense of
marking time while a nameless
di aster approaches. Times are so
uncertain; somehow everything 1s
different and nothing seems to work
right, War, race riots, hippies, pol~
lution, radicals, hard hats, crime,
inflation, drugs: We scem to have
more problems than abilities to
solve them. Some say we should
strengthen our institutions to fight
these problems; others say we should
alter or remove these institutions
because the institutions have cre—
ated the problems. More laws? More
freedom? Which way to turn? Who
do you trust? Is there a way out?

- With all of today’s crush of bad
news and dreary forecast do we seri-
ously feel that we have the answers
that can change all this now? No,
but we feel that we can start in the
right and is God. We share an out—
look that man’s fineness dwarfs his
meanness; that man’s drive is not
basically of the jungle but of the
soul, and therefore thatnot only can
peaceon earth be possible, but that
we can make it inevitable., Andfrom
this shared outlook we have evolved
an attitude — an attitude expressed
by William Faulkner when he said
‘“‘Man shallnotonly endure he shall’
prevail. ™

{f we believe this way then why
do we feel that man has gone wrong?
We feel that man is out of step with

his environment, with nature, with -

Here's Stan telling you
how he’s going to tell you
about what he’s going to
tell you

As Istartwritingl can't overcome
the excitement of this beginning. I
zee this as the beginning of a new
medium of communication for our
community, the beginningofnew ways
of looking at our life here and the
beginning of my own offering to the
people of Key West and the Lower
Keys. .

I'm Stan Becker,and I'd like to do
articles, commentary, perhaps a col—
wmn on a variety of science—related
subjects.  We live in a beautiful
tropical environmentthat is deserving

ofmore of our attention if only because -

the brilliance of a vivid flower, the
influences of the living sea and its
crontures, the stately grandeur of an:
immense tropical tree can brighten

the universe, with God, We feel
that man is meant to. flow with life,
not to fight it, and that the more he
knows of his place in the structure
of life, the happier he becomes.
When man becomes so happy that
he is joyous then love flows from
and into him, and love is the flow,

the energy, the rythm of the uni- ~

verse and is God. But our world
tends to treat man as unimportant,

as a number, a symbol,an abstraction.

There is such a tendency to load
man down with ideas of his unworthi—
ness and inferiority that he forgets
how fine he is.
him. A man knows and feels his
fineness, can see it in others who,
in turn, can see it in others and so
the appreciation of man’ goodness
spreads. ‘‘Let the sun shine in’
‘goes the song -~ we must also let
the sun shine out.

Many things are wrong in this
town; we do not wish to dwell on
the wrongness of them, or of the:
people who may have brought them
about.. We want to write about the
ways to make things right and the

people who are making things right. -
When we disagree with a man’s po— .

sition we would hope to present a
better one. Qur.purpose is more to

celebrate man’s achievements than '

to denounce his errors. We want our

paper to help to ‘*let the sun shine
out.”? ‘

In what other ways can our news —
_ paper be a positive force in this

community? It can be a force to-

ward human involvement—this makes -
Plans have.
. been drawn up to revitalize. the |

a community groovey.

Thomas Street pool and. recreation
area and make this wonderful pro—
ject available to the whole commiur-
nity. O.K. Money is needed to
finish the project. A new terrace
and concession stand have to he

our lives and add joy to our‘days.
For this reason, and another larger,

and, to my way of thinking, far wore

"important purpose, I'd like to discuss
botany and horticylture, marine bio~
logical and ecological subjects di-
rectly related to the natural history
of Key West and the Lower Keys.

However; I think it will first be
necessary to explain some. of the
ways in which] look at things. ‘The
prmmpal purpose of anythingI write
is advancing a system of thinking -

" termed ‘‘whole system’’ or ecologi~’

cal thinking. Ecology, in practical
terms, is the study of systems and
how they function, ormore precisely,
how asystem’s energy is stored and
transferred. This implies a system
within which. different parts function
more or less effectively. Only by the

. application of “whole system’ or

ecological thinking can we under-—
stand or make any Sense out of
things happening around us, because
this reasoning process asserts and
is developed around the concept that
nothing exists in isolation, but only
in relation to other parts of a whole
system. Nothing works or functions

We seek to remind

built, interior partitioning needs
to be done, and a park for the very
young has to be fixed up on a lot
adiacent to the building. You can’t
get it done without money-walit,
yves, by God, ypu can.

In Penngylvania Dutch country
when a man needs’'a barn built, the
whole neighborhood gets together
and builds him one. The women
cook a splendid meal, the men pool
their talents, materials are obtained
and up goes the barn.  Why: can't
we do the same thmg here? Musie,
cotton candy, rice and beans, some
local talent, some trained super-—
vision, some help from the City and
County, some donated materials,
a few afternoons work, and, by
heavens, the people of Key'West
will have made the Thomas Street
recreational facility a reality.
People working ‘with people to
benefit people— thd.t is what it is

-all about.

" Qur newspdaper can be ﬁ force
of persuasipn.. For example we
might offer an alternative to the
proposed expenditure for a new
seven .mile bridge. What will it
cost? Twenty million? Forty mil—
lion? A lot of money it seems, but
well spent because it will cut down
on accidents and make an easier
drive. Could such monies be better
spent? Supposing this-same money

~were to go to alleviate the misery

of the migrant farm camps that we
have read sa much about recently,

“Supposing then that in place of the

new seven mile bridge, a new safe -

. speed limit of thirty miles an hour

were enforced on the bridge. Re~

sult? No accidents, a leisurely

crogsing, and ‘a truly extraordmary

. period "of humanltarlan achievement

will have been begun. However

such action is unheard of today

because roads come before people.
cantmued onp. i1

-indepe‘nde;ntly, but only because

!

other related things are also funct.ion~'

ing in support.

The hand craftsman knows the
quality of his work is affeoted by
his mood which is affected in turn.
by such diverse things as the food
he eats, how well rested he is,
‘whether he is cold or warm, the

-general state of his health, or

whether his woman is bltching at

" or 1oving him. He also knows that

these factors affect, through him, the '
lives of the people who buy and have
to live with his products. It is

harder for the industrial worker to

retain this sense of relatedness,
seeing thousands or tens of thous—-
ands of practically identical prod— -
ucts emerge from the end of his.

assembly line, quite unaffected by
the events of his life. Nevertheless,

that assembly line stops funotxonmg

when a main power relay bank fails’ N

" one hundred miles away because a

maintenance man became lethargic
from eating too large a lunch and
dozed off for thirty m]putes when he.
should have been monitoring the re—

continued on pe 1l

. a pgood time together?

EDITORIAL: BILL

We - want to hear of such action
though, and if we don't hear of it,
then we want to Speak of it so that
it can be heard The human needs
of people must come first.

Our newspaper can be a force
to bring people together. Judging
from the zestful reports of the good
times had in Key West in the past,
it was the happiest town in the-
country. What has happened?
There are no 'more dances that
spill. out into the streets, no more
Duval Street block parties, no more
evening conderts at Mallory, Why?
Why aren’t there booths set up along
Duval Street once a month with kids
selling little items they have made,
baked, and created and a cuban band
making people dance together, enjoy
together, - come together? ' Have
people < forgotten. that being happy
is better than being'add? Happiness .
feels better, works better, is better.
I wonder if anyone has ever done a
study on how crime and violence
disappear when people are having
Turning
negative energies into positive
energies is a product of happiness.:
Happy times are beneficial times
for all cencerned,

All thé bad forces that drive men
apart—the fears that give rise to the
prejudices,
hatreds that, in turn, give rise to
the divisions and unhappinesses
of today's world-all these forces
will scatter and disappear as man
finds and uses his goodness tohelp
others to {ind theirs. But the good
that men dowill always be absorbed,
distracted, or stopped by the ungood
unless that good.is constantly and
systematically presented and sup-
ported, We want to help to do that
A newspaper can be the vehicle for

. the good ideas necessary to bring

about this good change.
WE WANT TO BE THAT NEWSPAPER

A Fish
behind glass is
nice too see but

‘A fish in the sea
is real beauty
to me

David L. Etheredge

The Treehouse

disoriminations, and -

EDITORIAL: STAN-

lays. The whole system, of which
that factory and that assembly line
are part, occupied a much larger
space than a quick sur t‘aoe examina—
tion would indicate.

It is for this reason that quick,
surface examinations of some parts
of a system most often leave us with—
outmuch more understandiﬁg'bthan we
had before. o

To goa bhit further when we talk
about boats, ships and other nautical
things we automatically grant that
this subjectis sufficiently special—
ized to require a special language,
such as bow and stern instead of
front and back, deck instead of
floor, or bulkhead in place of wall.
This language is the 'result of
thought patterns thathelp us to think
more clearly about ships. Alse, our
thought patterns reparding ships are
developed around the idea of & Whole
ship.  When we speak of the bow
the existence of the sternand its re—
lationship to the bow is implied, and
any discussion of the bow is done
with awareness of all other relevant
parts of a ship. When we see the
bow of a ship appear around a head—
land we expeot it to be fellowed by
the rest of the hull ending at the
stern. It sure would be damned odd
if that bow came on all by itself,
We automatically see & ship as a
whole system, and, because we do,
it seems obvious that not only does
the failure of any one part of that
system affect the operation of the
whole, but unless a ship remains
reasonably together, or to put it an~
other way, maintains a certain mini—
mum integrity, it will sink or go out
of control or otherwise foul up and
be lost. '

This is true of any whole system.

It is a reality that must be imposed
on any discussion of natural history,
where whole system function is the
basis for the isurvivalof life on our

planet. It is my view that in order
to have a useful discussion about a
tree, the tree cannot be considered
as having a separate existence,
The reality of the tree as part of a

- whole system includes leaf mould,

earth worms, soil bacteria, water
table, average annual rainfall, para—
sites and pathogens or disease or—

ganisms, sunlight, chemical nutrients,

oxygen and carbon dioxide and, if
present, the forest arcund. It is not
necessary to burden any specific
discussion with all the functional
aspeots of the ecosystem in which

our subject participates, but a mean~
ingful discussion demands attention ,
to certain relevant aspecis mnd an
awareness of the whole syspgm

So, this is where I'm;at., I con— ..
sider it my primary responsibility. - -

to inform you and stimulate you to a.
dialogue that increases awareness
of the natural world around us and
the genmne human ‘need to live with -
and en]oy it because we are a part
of 1t

traditional pohcy of popular science
journalism which demands that the
readers attention not be t.axed W1th
much in the way of details or tacts

I am 1n dxsagreement yvxt.h the :

All too often this policy results in’

reducingdiscussions té meam ngless

generaltles thatleave the readet MR

informed, or to out-—of—-context
statements that leave the reader

misinformed. I cons1der such prac—. ...

tices to be a waste of your tlme and
mine, i

. e .

Tt will be necessary {0, mtroduce
some new and unfamiliar words. " 1t-
will bq necessary to fill out & dis—

v

cussion with enough information o

have it mean something. It will,
perhaps, demand more of your atten—

tion than you wish to give. Please
bear with me, and be assured that
within the context of a whole system

approach,I'll try to give you some—

thing well worth yourtime. and effort,

and that will contribute to your en—

joyment of .the natural world around

us.

_Congratulatidns

to |
solares il

from
BILL RYAN

519 Whitehead St.
Apt. 1

BV WEST ERAPHICS

OFFSET LETTERPRESS SILKSCREEN
909-B Fleming St. Key West,Fla,

Solares Hill deeply appreciates the old fashioned graciousnessand
high quality service of Key West’s youngest print shop.
forward to growing old together.

We look
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ODYSSEY

called the Storm was allowed to play
in the house before they returned to
Miami. The police and neighbors
were notified and all went well.
fowever, in an article written by
Dorothy  Raymer in the Key West
Uitizen, she cited anoise complaint
fe to her by Ruth Lang’s mother,
who was alao ¢oncerned about hark—
tng dows and voune wmen on the street
without their shirts o,

shaed and made amends,

HThe dance ot Aallory Tlall on
ihe nest week—ond

M

was nearly can—
roetted by Oty Hall because it wad
thought it would be o Yrock festi—
val'm We domonstrated that it was
sotand Oty Alanager Hon Stack: came
te the dance in oo bratherly =pirit.

“During o hew party the night
twenty —-nine  of
besicged Fouo-
o search four
Someone had al-

before the danco,
Hipest®
Wotrrin s

I\tx v W (m
artyoow ith

rocms for drugs,
Poredly “=lipped” Crugson the prem-—
It was the days of Keyslone
pedn. . Alter o few songs and
coresiderable damnee Lo the property
in the mnsacking, they left. 1 do
not think they found what they were
fueking fur but =everal persons wero
unfortunately 2inee  they
happerted to he ins the wrong place
at the wrong time. Moat of the cjti-—
zoens who were Ilzm'u were =hocked,
The dack of grderly searvches, Lhe
Pased solely on eir—

;‘- ‘e)p.-‘

irre s tod

foot of canees
cumatantial evidenece, and the ab—
sence of gondwill on the part of the
nublie officials, shook the faith of
Cmany in the legal sy stem.

AL

A Ler the mild a bad e lt,mnnt of
poopie meved through the household
to steal the tools, - thousand dol—
fars worth of =ound equipment and

We apolo~ -

NT TO GET IN
[ETHING ?

personal belongings of the resi-
dents. A group of hoodlums came
by one night, throwing bricks. They
tried to start a fire under the gas
tank and shot an innocent young
man with a pellet gun.

““As a charity project for the
community, Fogarty residents paint—
ed the Presbyterian Church on Si-
monton Street.  On June 99th, The
Navy Key hegan renting and most
of the then currenl residents moved
out for financial reasons. A short,
but active and colorful era in the
history of Fogarty House came to an
end.?’

* %k

John Dedek bought the Fogarts
House  fram  Hilarie Ramos  for
£55,000. Hisrestaurant an Simon—
ton St. is congidered one of Key
West’s finest and he plans to con=—
tinue with a «imilar cuisine at his
new location in Fogarty House,

Except forthe general conbract—
ing work and some plumbing and
electrical repairs, Dedek will do
most of the restoration himself.
Much of his Bon Vivant Restaur—
ant’s facade was fabricated court—
esy of the old Post Office.

To Dedek, the Fogarty House
and other fine examplos of old -
sland  architecture, are =ome  of
Key West's major resources,  Ile
feels the city should do overy —
thing it can to help Kev West resi—
dents in restoration work in the old
town area;

“In Cape May, New Jersey, the
city closed its main street, a pic—
turesque, historic thoroughfare like
Duval St., to automobiles. Maybe
Key West should conaider such a
plan,”’ Dedek suggested.

YOU CAN FIND OUT WHAT SHAPPENING ON THE ISLAND IN AVIVID

NEYW FORUM OF FACT AND OPINION.

[T'S CALLED SOLARES HILL,

A BIWEEKLY NEWSPAPER DESIGNED TOMEET THE ISSUES OF KEY
YEST AND VICINITY. DO YOU,WANT TOGET IN ON A GOOD THING?
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Perhaps [Fogarty House will come
full circle and witness horse drawn
carriages pulling up to its cafe and
dining rooms. In any case, the new

Fogarty House will continue .ltH
Odyssey right along with this in-
credible

island on which it stands.
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DIARY continued from p.
everyday.

Jon. 18: Tony fixed up the chicken
ooop but decided that it was good
enough to live in 8o he moved in.
Some of the guys have built a sauna
bath out of mud; all we need now
are rocks,

Jan. 13: We had the arrai gnment
today. About 40 of us went so the
boys knew we were atill with them.
Their case was taken by John Quinn.
There will be a special hearing to-—
morrow to have the bonds lowered.
I’m the only one going so as not to
freak out the judge.

Jan. 14: WE GOT THEM OUT. Jody
and I got them oul —~ anyway, three
of them. We’'ll get Jack oul tomorrow.
It was really a hassle. Wirst of all,
at the hearing , thia dude named
“brother? John, showed upin Ameri—
oan panta and shirt, and really grungy
looking ond goes right in and freaks
the poor judge out. Somehow he is
oalled as o character witness and
he's askod if he knows the four guys.
He says not by name but he knows
them when he sees them. He was
asked several questions about the
boys, most of which answers he
didn’t know - this was their char—
actor witness. The judge lowered
the bonds somewhat. Wo got the
money together and now three are
home. Matty left for New York this
morning.

Jan. 16 Jack got out today and now
all are safe nnd nocounted for. One-—
hundred and thirty—six people now.

Jan. 19: Something’s wrong - the
-air is full of electricity,
are fighting and the family is argu -
ing — something s definitely wrong.
It seems like it is slowly falling a—
part. Not enough people are willing
to work; most just want a place to
sleep and food in their stomachs.
Most of the originals have moved to

other parts of the island — maybe -

me too.

Jan. 80: 1t started out a beautiful
day, sun shinning and I'm in,love
‘with Larry. Then the heslth man
‘oame oul in the late afternoon and
told ua to drop all tents on the prop—
erty aoross the street from the main
house for lack of bathrooms. When
we agked him what we needed in that

The dogs |

cut and put up “keep off’

asked if we could rent it, and she
said she was upset right now and
she’d come talk tomorrow. T then
asked her if we could keep the tents
there tonight and she said I guess
S0 just not to touch the signs. We
went in to talk to Bill Huckel about
what he had to say about it and he
made some calls. We were given
48 hours postponement on the sewer
thing. We decided for everyone to
drop their tents at sunrise and meet
on the main house property. Whata
hassle, all we want i ..
make our home work, and be happy.

Jan. 21: They took him ~ they
locked Larry up again. I'm afraid
if I would of had a gun I would have
used it. They took everyone...Why?

thance to -

Jan. 22: Well this is what happened.

Someone woke me up yesterday say—
ing the police were here to pick up
the tresspassers. It scems the lady
who owns the property went to the
police the same night she talked to
me  and made a formal complaint,
The nare squad was there too, for
tresspassers?  They went right to
Lurey’s van, another couple’s van
and this guys tent and found less
than an ounce in Larry’s van and
Harry’s tent. In the couple’®s van
they found some incense and said
it was opium.  They took those [lour
and the tresspassers in. 1 went
right away to call John Quinn, the

H
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ACLU, and Bill Huckel. Then about
Six of us went in to see what we

could do. While at the jail we heard
that six more ¢op cars were on their
way out to the commune to arrest
the others. We went back out to the
house. When we arrived the house
was surrounded by police with 'the
family inside the fence. The whole
Scene looked like a WWIl.concen—
tration camp. We were told by the

police to not go on the moperty or

we would be arrested also. All we
could do was watch car load after
car load of our brothers and sisters
pulled away. They left one person,

Jack, to keep an eye on things. We
came hack and the house was a mess.

My bedroom looked like a hurricane
had hit it. My letters were thrown
all over and luggage opened and
scattered. Some of thepeople were
given the choice of staying in jail
or being bussed over the county line.

They were left in the middle of no—
where and many were picked up by
the Dade county police for hitch-
hiking. All duringthe bust they kept
saying ‘‘We like you here, it keeps
you out of Key West, we don’t want
to hassle you,! but they kept taking
more people away. I had to call

Larry’s father and tell him that his

son was in jail with a $3,000.00
bond. He's flying down tomorrow

from New York to help. It's all so

confusing,

on Anehor Inn
Pubal St.
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HERLIHY continued fram p. 14

the corruption in New York, and
they say, '"Yes, but Chicago has
it'; ond you talk about the cor-
ruption in America and they say,
"0Oh, but Red China has it.”’ And
that's . supposed to make it all
right.  And i you talk about the
corruption in Key West, they say,
Well, it's worse in Miami.”’
Well, first of all, T doubt it. But
second of all, that dees not forgive
the corruption on this island.
Take somebody who is as honest,
as straight-forward, and as ideal-
serving, as Merlin Curry, Yet he's
considered Fublic Enemy Number
One in this town. It's very inter-

esting to think about why. Shit-
ass, pukey, pathetic little lows
have been invoked against that

man for two years that I know of,
and apparently it went on long
before that, He has been kept
broke with lawyers, and his main
crime is that he would like to do
something about the plight of the
poor people in this town, and not
just the black ones, either. And
he's Public Enemy Number One.

1 think that Key West should
take « very, very long look at the
fact that it doesn’t knew anything
. about Merlin Curry except the foct
that he's broken some piss-ant
little laws, or has been accused
of breaking some piss-unt little
laws. I know personally of «a

number of cccasions when he has

stopped violent events from occur- -

His leadership
capuacities  wre  formidable. His
sense of humanity runs deep. 1
trust him entirely and implicitly.
He doesn't believe that there have
to be losers. There are so many
cases when he has been harrassed
and provoked, but I don't know of
anybody ever coming to him tlo
consult him, to get his help, and
ask his views.

ring in Key West.

SOLARES HILL: Well, it's a small
town; and granted, there are injus-
tices, But how can a small town
like this improve?

HERLIHY: Well, let's think about
that for a minute. You have to
assume that it wants fo.  Does
the town want to improve? What
are the signs that it wants to
improve? It wants to be improved
by certain elements here, perhaps.
What should those elements do? I
don't know that the town is inter-
ested in improving. I don't think
it knows that it's interested in
being a town. It seems to me that
it's very interested in being «
political entity that serves busi~
ness. And self. It seems to me
it's a place that wanis to serve
its administrators.

continued on p. 16

ALOF continued from p.1

a result of these experiences, one
of 'our community’s physicians looks
upon aleces as an effective anti—
carcinogen. He is {irmly convinced
that Aloe barbadensis definitely
has some chemical property that can
cure the less serious malignant forms
of skin cancer, particularly in their
early stages of development.

Almost all well founded reports
of aloe cures relate to the skin,
known technieally as epithelial
tissue or epithelium(ep’ i thee'li—um)
The many reportedly effective treat—
nments of various stomach disorders
are congistent with this observation
as the entire digestive tract, in—
cluding the stomach, is lined with a
specialimed epithelial tissue called
mucous apithelium. Lots of people
here routinely use aloe tea, ns de—
scribed by Mama Caselles of the
Casa Blancea, or fresh aloe stirred
into milk for upset stomach or gon--
eral stomach discomfert. lowever,
T do know of one very dramatic cure
of a serious stomach disorder that
has been medically examined and
substantiated.  Aboui nine years
a terribly sick man was sent by his
physician to spend six relaxing

weeks at the Big Pine Key Fishing

Lodge. He was to follow a very
gpecialized diet in order to regain

“enough strength to endure extensive

abdominal surgery for a badly ul—
ceorated stomach. Upon learning of
his  condition, the wolel owner,
Blizabeth Undell, sugoested that he
drink a glass of wmitk ~ontaining one
to two one inch leaf secdons of
fresh aloe gelatin four Limes a day.
With his dector’s permission he did
this every day for six weeks, during

which time he gained some weight,,

improved in general health and felt
well enough to return bhome for the
required surgery. About a week
after the man’s departure a letter
was received at the motel in which

he said that his most recent physical
‘examination revealed a completely
healed stomach without the slightest
sign of lesions. There was abso-—
lutely no need for the planned sur—
gery and the astounded physician
could only coneclude that this un-—
precedented result was entirely due
to the curative effect of aloes.

No serious ailment should be
treated without the attention of a
physician. However, as the medic—
inal uses of anloes are not familiar
to all doctors, the following prepar—
ations may be considered for use
under proper medical supervision.

»

INTERNAL USE FOR STOMACH
DISORDERS:

Mama Caselles’ Aloe Tea: Peel
the skin from about four inches of
aloe leaf. Cut gelatin into several
pieces and place in a saucepan of
oold water. Bring water to a boil,
remove pan from heat, allow to steep
for five minutes and add honey to
overcome bitter flavor (Mama Ca-—

selles assures me that a really good

medicine can’t taste good). Drink
a oup of tea severaltimes a day un—~
til relief is obtained.

Aloe in milk: Throughly crush and
atir into a glass of milk one or two
in¢h—long leaf sections of fresh aloe
gelatin. Drink two to four glasses
daily to sooth and promote healing
of several disorders such as ulcers.

EXTERNAL USE FOR SEVERE

SKIN DISORDERS:

Dressing for localized area of in—
flammation or carcinoma: Place a
slice ofaloe gelatin, one inch square
and 1,4 inch to 8/8 inch in thick-—
ness over the affected area. Fasten
in place with an adhesive strip that
has had a bole cut in its center.
Cover with a gauze pad that also
has o hole cut in its center through
which the aloe can be kept moist
with an occasional drop of water.
Change dressing every two to Lhree
days,

EXTERNAL USE FOR LESS SERI-

- OUS BKIN DISORDERS (sunburn and

rashes that seldom require medical
attention):

Rub aloe gelatin over affected area
several times a day or until relief is
obtained.

I thing it worth mentioning that
aloe gelatin when used in place of
customary facial skin cream reported—
1y functions as well as the best com—
mercial preparations.

Alge barbadensis is easily grown
in any well drained soil. Young
plants growing as shoots from the
baze of u larger plant may be simply
divided off and planted in a sunny
or lightly shaded spot in a pot or
directly in the gardenl In this way
anyone in our community can keep a
few plants for both decorative and/or
medicinal purposes.
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‘In Germany they first came for the Communists €

’ and | didn’t speak up because | wasn’t @ Commu-

The things that make it more than nist. Then they came for the Jews, and 1 didn't
it is: 5peak up because | wasn’t o Jew. Then they

came for the irade unionists, and 1 didn't speak
up because | wasn't o trade unionist. Then they
came for the Catholics, and | didn't speak up
becaouse | was a Protestant. . Then they came for

It's the highest point on the is-
land, Key Wester Roger Knoeber
used to complain he had to shift
his car into second gear to drive
up it and Tobe Bruce claims that
Beity broke her leg 8kiing down it.

me —and by that time no one was left to speak up.'’

Pastor Martin Niemoller

There is a huge, naturally carved-
out cavern that has been used for
hiding people and things under it.

Several months ago a visitor to Key West was:
arrested for Vagrancy during an early evening
During the yellow fever epidemic stroll.
in the late 1800's people on it were

A few days ago o Duval Street businessman was.,
spared, ;

(\ arrested through o similor abuse of police autho-
In days gone by, from widows ity.

walks, the best views of distressed
vessels could be seen from it,

And in days to come, this news-
paper will come to you from the
slopes of it. '

HERLIHY continued from p. 15|

Did you know that last Fourth
of July {I think it was the Fourth
of July), people were stopped in
the streets of Miami by the Miami f
Herald ' and were asked if they
would please sign a document.
The document read to them was
the Declaration of Independence,’
yet a f{antastic percentage, some-
thing. like ninety percent, walked
away in scorn. They wouldn't

N B4 ; the nation's only
V 9\ permanent
nonpartisan
organization devoted exclusively
to the defense of the
Bill of Rights for everyone.

‘have anything to do with such
Red activities.

Support The Activities
" of
Your Local Chapter

SOLARES HILL: No!

Pleage Send Your Contributions

HERLIHY:

That's a fact, That's
a fact, ‘

-SOLARES HILL: But let's assume

that there are some people in Key
West who .have a consciousness

that wants to change? How do you
go about changing it?

lo be continued

To:
Monyge County Chapter- ACL U
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