KEY WEST WATERFRONT ACTIVITIES
by
Elija Cates

CDR, Bill Ferd

Interviewed by:
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"On Christmas morming, it 3 I suggested that we go to Angelfish
Bightas thare was a school therej did that and Dick Adams who still lives on-
Big Pine Xey, said to me-~Captaing\there's fish over there, So, we went and caught
sbout 100,000, Usually, a small boat would follew us to bring the fish back
in but he wasn't there that day so we had to take our catch into Miadi, Our schooner
was 0)ldj it had chain plates, These chain plates wore big holes on the side that we
didn't now anything about so it started to go down and we lost about 50,000 1bs, of
fish, That boat was called "Gertrude”., This was Christmas night., So we drifted
into Miami about 10 o 11 the next morming and Capsain Holmes met us and told us
to dump the fish we had left, T told him "No" that I was leaving and going to
Key West, He bagged me not to do thisj he apologized that the man didn't meet us
and brring the fish back in as usual but said it vas Owristmas and he drank teo
much, Anyway, he took me and all my men (about 10 of us) out en the town. The
next morning when I woke up, the wind had come up and vhipped the sails on my ship
to pleces. 5
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and got me fixed up so I could to vhere I'd been the day before and caught
50,000 1bs, of fish, The Lamana towed me badk in to Miami; got there that night,

"Then I did leave for Key West on the trainj this was the firet train inte
Key West, There was a big celebration down here, of course, with the firet traein
coming in, 8o, from here then, I went on with a crew of fishermen to Cuba but
then went back to Miaml again a littla later, A short time later, caught 700,000 Ibs,
of millet,

"ihen I cape back to Key West to live, I built Thompson's fish house and
worked there for 17 years,"

"Now we're going to talk about Captain Luther who was a wonderful man,
He passed away only a few months ago. He was about my age, T'd guess sbout
87. Luther Thompson was in charge of the Tuttle Factory here, In 1819, T was
Captiin of the Heron at that tima, T had two baby girls, Muth and Thelms, bam
an the 1llth of March, 19193 on the 12th, vhen I went down to the dock to go out,
and my engine man was drumk--he was laying there on the dock, Captain luther was
standing pretty close to me, He said to me: "Captain, you've got a problem
here, If you amn't get him to go with you today, I'11 go.” So, Captain Luther's
offer was readily acoapted by me and hé went sboard to get the engines started,
I remesber that this was on a Sunday moming. Well, we went down to the Marqueses
and got there about 11 o'elock that night, There were a lot of mackerel dosm
there so by midnight, we had 48,000 pounds of Spanish mackerwl, “e cams back in
and unloaded the fish; we shared §131,00 that day. Captain Luther seemed to enjoy
the day with ma and told me if I ever got into a bind like that again, to let him
known and he'd help me out.,
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Luther ren the canning plantj he also rean the boat for M, Thompson, No one
else could please Mr, Thompaen as Captain Luther could, of course, I must admit
that I was a wark horse but have never regretted it, It didn't seem that haxd
workdng with fine people like Luther—-and Charles and Warl they were all good
working boys. And, they had a godd mother, She kept me from starving many
days--ghe was alweys fixing good things for me to eat. They lived en the comer
of Eaton and Francis., They were the T. A, Thompsons. M, Thompaon was a man who
didn't talk a lot but he used to buy a lot of sponges,
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ald that work, the next fellow that
He didn't really think T'd done
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Bill White used to mm a machine shop where Sea Farms hardware iz looated
He'd keap the boat engines repaired,

ship
fish
the

now,

today.
Thay'd want

That fish company was a money-makin

we'd have to put sea grass on top of them when we'd pagk them,

in those days, there wasn't any call for crawfish lile there is
few orders from Tampa once in adhile but that was all,

80

for
he

g. Howard was the sal 2
« He made a lot of money for
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knew just when to ship, vhere to ship, and how much

the company=—and for himself,

He

the company; he was a good one too,



. . TR &
g23y6 mme B gy 283 mmw 2
mmmmw 4k m m,mmwmrm ;
AT it g
mm mmw ummm m. amwwmwmm wmmm mw
mummmmm i i mmmmlmmm mmmmm 5
siilt ni f gk iy &
mmmmmm hwm m mmmmwmmw mmmma m
mfm.,mé 4 mm.“ mmmmm: T
Ha mwmw HRE
s mmmn HE mw Ayt mem m ded %3
mmmmwmwm wmmm 453 1m mmwmm mm
Huediin i mmm 5
wmmmbwmm mmmm Mh mmmmm MYMM
[ f e i m
-m. vm."....nom MW w M M .m
mmm HMMW i Xe 2583 m. -
wawwmmm Nmmm m

{eular gndﬁ'\l)_' '
rather abruptly with no

tape ended '
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