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Election Primer

Voters and Taxes, Key West 1838
In I838, William Adee Whitehead (you remember him; we re-

printed his notices of Kay West, 1835 in our August issue) was
Mayor of Key West. Though only 28, Whitehead possessed as im-
pressive a record for public service to the young island city
as any man in Key West. He produced the first survey of the
town in 1829, and in that year was appointed Collector of Cus-
toms, a position he held until 1838. He served on the first
Town Council after Key West was incorporated in 1828; he was
Chief of the Fire Department, Chief of the Law and Order So-
ciety, and head of the school committee.

As Mayor in 1838, however, Mr. Whitehead was not exactly
receiving the Kiwanis Distinguished Service Award. On the
contrary, Whitehead in 1838 was involved in a heated contro-
versy over the right of the city to tax its merchants. Sever-
al of the prominent merchants - Weaver, Baldwin (employers of
theyoung William Curry at $l/week), Sawyer and Fontaine had
written a letter to their mayor explaining that they refused
to pay the city's occupational tax. They had paid the tax the
year before when it was first levied, and they were under the
impression that having paid the tax initially, they would nev-
er have to pay again. If the city could levy the tax every
year, what's to keep the city council from setting up a daily
tax! Besides, several of the merchants hadn't even paid last
year's tax; why should the city set up a new one.

Mr. Whitehead was a-jnan of reason, and he tried to persuade
the businessmen that the city was empowered to collect an occu-
pational tax each year, but only once annually. Whitehead re-
quested a town meeting for all those interested in the question
of the occupational tax. The businessmen refused even to call
this meeting, and Whitehead called a special election, announc-
ing that he would resign if the townspeople did not support his
stand on the need for a yearly occupational tax. He cited the
bridge over Simonton Street and the filling in of Front Street
as needed civic improvements that were paid for by the previous
tax.

But the Key West of 1838 wasn't much interested in civic
improvements or whatever. To ridicule the sincere and reason-
able whitehead, the "downtown1.1 interests put forth one Tomaso
Sachetti as their candidate for Mayor. SachettI was an Infamous
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You can guess the rest: Sachetti won in a landslide, and
Mr. Whitehead, as announced, resigned his post as Mayor of Key
West. He left the island shortly thereafter, never to return.
Jefferson B. Browne, in his Key West, The Old and the New,
commented:

Key West thus lost one of i t s foremost citizems,
a victim to the sp i r i t - s t i l l too prevalent -
which seeks to beli t t le and injure the man who
dares oppose public opinion, or who bravely
maintains his position against popular clamor.

10.

11.

12.

Election Primer
by Michael Prewitt

Editorial
by William Huckel

Henry Lee Interview
by Michael Prewitt

The Conch Book of Games
by Ray Daniels

The Exorcism
by Jim Coan

A Summer Away...
And Back

by Janet Wood

Poems"

Article
by Chris Elmore

A Natural Way
by Janice

Interview con't

The Belted Kingfisher
by Thurlow Weed

Voters and Taxes Key West, 1971
There's no question about it; the main

issue of this campaign should be taxes.
But it won't be. As our history shows us,
Key Vest has ingenious ways of neglecting
its aivio responsibilities, and oreating
petty -issues whiah aloud the island's air
like City Electric's smokestacks. Already
Sonny McCoy, candidate for mayor, is being
pressured to reinstate former Police Chief
Jimmy fames.

Key West -polities: not issues, but
personalities,

And the issue is bankruptcy. The City
of Key West incurred a deficit of $287,000
in fiscal 1971. The sewer system, whiah by
lav is obligated to remain self-sustaining
through adequate sewer rates, was $167,000
in the red. The City lost the Project Face
lift monies and its credibility with the
federal government dropped to a new low.
Key West pays its police less than any com-
parable city in the state, offers its em-
ployees no pension plan, and grants no

overtime wages for its workers. City Fi-
nance Director Charles Aguero has gone on
record with an estimate of total City in-
debtedness of half a million dollars.

And we 're supposed to be a tourist
town attracting vacationers from around
the country to bask on our tropical beachet
and stroll down quaint 19th century sea
town lanes. What about our vacant lot*
which look like trash piles, or our beachei
clotted with seaweed, or our sidewalks
crumbling and caving in? It takes money
to make these needed improvements.

But we're getting ahead of ourselves.
We 're half a million dollars in debt, re-
member? Commission after commission has
passed the buck so that the City is in no
position to talk about growth and devel-
opment. The two steps backward we need
to take right now are:

1. Pass a utility tax

2, Raise the sewer rate

Then maybe we can begin to go forward
again.

The present commission has made no
attempt to sell the voters on either of
these measures. Because of favors for
friends and relatives, they have presided
over the badgering Qf Bill Kroll for six
months. ,

As we approach our ISOth year as an is-
land city, what signs are there of civic
responsibility? We see few.

Let us face the fact that this city is
crumbling, like our sidewalks, out of ne-
glect. The only responsible action is to
tax ourselves

Earlier Key Westers sent Mayor White-
head on his way when he had the courage to
ask for more taxes. .

Will we do the same? Or will we lis-
ten this time?

Solares Hill is a community newspaper published every
two weeks, except during the tropical summer when it appears monthly,
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A great problem of politics is that it
pits one nan against another rather than
sharing the best abilities and ideas of
both. Too often the public hears from one
candidate how bad his opponent is or will
be in office. And this leads to counter
charges - all wasted time and the city
is the big loser. Almost never will one
man credit his opponent with having good
ideas, programs, etc. This is totally
wrong.

Perhaps part of the problem is mak-
ing a fellow office seeker an opponent
rather than a co-worker for the common
good. Certainly the object of seeking
public office should be to benefit so-
ciety. Rather than people running for
office against other people, it should
be people running for office FOR the
good of the city.

I will state candidly that I feel
free to use any good ideas - and I
will give credit to their originators -
that I feel will benefit the city.

If, happily, we could all be co-
workers for the common good, how would
you, the voter, tell us apart?

Obviously, ability to do the job is
a striking consideration.

Equally important, is what personal
philosophy does the office seeker bring
to the job. How will he incline? To-
ward the country club or toward Petronia
Street? In short, where's he at? This
is very important to the voters.

I bring no particular business skills
to the city at this time. But I do have
friends who are recognised for their
business abilities. I profit greatly from
their advice.

I am an intelligent man and can reason
well.

I am not scared off from unpopular
positions if I believe in them. I say
what I feel to be so and manage to get a-
long with most of my fellow citizens.

To a great degree, I an not self-seek-
ing but see my future better served by
community good rather than by personal
gain.

I subscribe strongly to the thought
of what can I do for my city, not what
can my city do for me.

Prom "the little white lie" to the
massive deception, this is an unusually
dishonest•age. I try very hard to be
straight with people and there have not
been many exceptions to a promise when
I have given my word on something.

I'm trying to do better than I have
done before.

Philosophically, I totally believe
that mankind prefers good to evil.

However, I feel that we live in a
society that tends to numb man's sense

of his fineness and tends to dwell on his
unfitness. We are conditioned to expect
the worst from people rather than their
best. To be gloomy about man's future is
considered wise but to feel hopeful a-
bout his future is considered naive.

This is bad enough but I feel that
society is doing little or nothing to
change man's state for the better -
perhaps society, too, is conditioned to
expect the worst from people.

I accuse society of taking too much
comfort in this negative view of man
and using it to justify an increasing
need to bear down on him.

I accuse society of avoiding its
responsibility for the betterment of its
citizens thereby creating the very condi-
tions that lead men to break laws. This
vicious cycle must be broken.

Let me use the recent tragedy at At-
tica prison where guards and prisoners
were killed as an example of what I
mean.

I feel that both sides can be justi-
fied here.

The authorities basically felt that
to give in to the demands of the prison-
ers could only create further prison re-
volts. Therefore, they acted in what they
considered the best interest of society
to stop this revolt before it led to
more and uglier revolts.

The prisoners felt that they had
nothing to lose and rather than spend
any more time in sub-human conditions,
they were willing to die.

Given the force of circumstances sur-
rounding the authorities and the prison-
ers , I could foresee no alternative to
what happened. Authority must be preserved
and hopelessness will fight until it is
dead.

Unfortunately, I see more Attica's.
Why?

At the very time of the Attica tra-
gedy, the headline of the Key West Citi-
zen read "Housing called^candalous" and
"Study says U.S. cities are worse." This
study was an assessment of the progress
made since the Kerner Report in 1968.

The' Kerner Report warned that unless
something was done to improve the cities,
they would become spawners of crime and
delinquency on a staggering scale. What
has happened? The report reads "The' rates
of crime and unemployment and disease and
heroin addiction are higher."

Not enough is being done.
Unless you correct what causes crime,

you will have a steadily increasing rate
of it. It is no more complicated than
that.

O.K. Now, how would I combine what I
consider my abilities and my philosophy
to help make Key West a better city?

For example, knowing that I believe
more in the good of man than in his
non-good, how would I react to the grow-
ing crime and delinquency in the Black
area?

One obvious solution is to beef up the
police force. I would reject this. I
don't feel that more police end crime; I
feel that mainly they contain it until
it grows larger.

I feel that the only way to break
the cycle of more delinquency, more
police, more uptightness leading to more
delinquency and more police, is to re-
move the reasons for delinquency. Make
it more desirable to be law-abiding.
Stop the policies of increased force and
start policies of better times. I feel
strongly that if the Community Pool
area had been fixed up and running, there
would not have been a problem of such
scope. Just suppose that the pool area

had been open, a ball-game going on, a
dance in progress and activity in the
arts-and-erafts room. If there is some-
thing groovy to do, young people would
rather be there than at a riot. This is
not to say that there would not have
been trouble, nor that there won't be
trouble in the future. Nor, obviously,
do I mean that we should do away with
police.

But I do feel that rather than hire
more policemen to fight the ever-rising
tide of delinquency, an effort should be
made to give the kids something to do so
that they wouldn't get in trouble in the
first place.

I feel this gives the voter a good
idea^of how I think.

What kind of a program do I offer
Key West voters?

Financially, the city faces bank-
ruptcy unless strong measures are taken
at once. The city owes about $500,000
and has no way of paying it back. Bad
debtors go bankrupt. The city is no ex-
ception. Straightening out Key West's
finances is a must first step.

As a result of conferring with knowl-
edgible people on municipal finances, I
have adopted the following program for
city finances.

1. The city is breaking a law by ad-
ministering a s«wer system that operates
at a deficit. To use general revenue
funds to ball out the sewerage system is
against the law. Key West has the lowest
sewerage rate in the state for any com-
parable municipality. The system is
/heavily.' in debt. To get out of debt and
to pay~ for Itself, the sewer rate must be .
raised.,-probably doubled..

2, In what must be considered one of
the finest civic gestures in the history
of Key West, Bill Kroll has offered the
Conch Train for sale to the city at much

less than its market; value, ine cmy is
now negociating a bond issue for its pur-
chase. It will cost $300,000, to be paid
off over a ten-year period. Even after
all costs for buying it - for maintenance,
salaries, upkeep, depreciation, etc. the
city will realize $68,000 profit at the
train's present ride rate of $1. The
city could profit around $130,000 at a
rate of $1.25, or it could profit around
$190,000 at a cost of $1.50 a ride. This
is an unexpected bonanza for the city.

I suggest that Bill Kroll help in the
search for a very able manager for this
operation. A good salary should be paid
someone to oversee the day-to-day running
of this business.

3. Now comes what will be considered
the most unpopular part of the financial
program that I recommend for the city.

A 10$ electric tax is necessary to he]
make the city run efficiently. Even with
the Conch Train profits, the city cannot
get out of the financial hole in which
rising costs and a stagnant income base
have placed it.

There are four points I would like
to make about this tax before going into
its benefits to the city of Key West.

One is that I would try to find a way
to exempt true hardship cases from paying
this tax.

The second point is that an electric
tax would return sufficient income so
that we would not have to tax other utili-
ties. There does exist a law, however,
that if you tax electricity, then you
must tax gas. I would hope that this law
could be repealed in this case.

Third, with such a tax, Key West
stands to receive almost half the money,
or around $350,000, from the Navy and
from users of City Electric up the Keys.
These represent new sources of revenue.

Fourth, other than having the State
Legislature repeal the law, an electric
tax could only be imposed if the voters
wished it and voted for it.

What would we expect to receive from
this additional income?

I understand that we could expect a-
round $700,000 additional income as a re-
sult of this tax. This, along with a po-
tential $190,000 from the Conch Train,
would give the city around $900,000 to
add to its budget of 1.7 million dol-
lars at present. (Naples, a city of only
some 10,000 people, has a budget of a-
round 4 million dollars.)

What would this money be used for?

1. I imagine that we are one of the
few cities in this country that has no
pension plan for its employees. Prior-
ity, then, is given this.

2. We pay our employees poor sal-
aries - by this, I mean all employees of
the city including the police, the clerks,
the laborers, etc. The police, in par-
ticular, have an enormously demanding job
and must receive a fair salary. Priority
then, is given for a raise in salaries
for city employees.

3. Look at our beaches, our needs
for community centers, our needs for storm
drains, our needs for street and sidewalk
repair where critically bad, our need for
a boating marina, our need for drug
preventatlve and rehabilitative programs,
our need for a greatly increased recrea-
tional program, bur needs for expanded
clinics, etc. The need for capital im-
p»vements is enormous. There is no chance
that the city would grow fat off these an-
ticipated revenues.

How do I propose to get this message
across to the public? I guess simply by
asking where any other sources of income
are going to come from for the running of
the city. If there exists an alternative
way or ways to raise this money, I would
not hesitate to use them. Hopefully, one
of the other candidates has found a way,
but I doubt it.

How would I propose to convince the
people that this money would not just go
in the general revenue fund and be unwise-
ly spent?

When this tax request was put to
the voters, I would ask that this money
be earmarked for specific purposes, and
not given as a blank check to the com-
mission. Then, the voters would know
where this money is going.

We must reach out for state and fed-
eral money that we are eligible for.
After all, we have been paying for all
these programs with our taxes and ought to
benefit from them.

The city needs to plan much more rig-
orously for its future. We must analyze
our needs and understand our resources.
The city commission should plan a compre-
hensive program agenda for the coming two
years.

I will be a candidate for the office
of city commissioner. Group 4, lever 8-A.



How to Make the City Solvent
An Election Eve
Interview with Henry Lee
Interview by Michael Prewftt

in the past year, while City deficits
were mounting day by day, our City Commis-
sion seemed a aught up in petty personal
bickering and tiny issues whieh drew them
away from our main problem: How to get
the City out of the red. How we come to
campaign time and a fresh chance to look
at some of the ways toward solvency. To
do this, we could think of no one better
than Henry Lee.

Mr. Lee served as a City Commissioner
from 1963-67. During his two terms, the
City managed to remain in the black. One
reason for the City's sound financial
situation was Henry Lee 's adept steward-
ship. A Southernmost Benjamin Franklin,
he devised and gained acceptance for a
plan to shift the timing of certain City
revenues. Through a method of legiti-
mate borrowing against guaranteed rev-
enues which would come into the City
several months later, the City Was actu-
ally able to make some money by deposit-
ing the borrowed money at a higher in-
terest rate elsewhere.

Like most real experts, Mr. Lee has a
way of simplifying what has been con-
fused and distorted. It's not a compli-
cated matter to get the City back on its
feet financially. Here's Dr. Lee's pre-
scription for a healthy city: Step 1...

PART I: THE STATE OF THE CITY

SOLARES HILL: J want to start by discuss-
ing the financial state of the city. It's
been a current theme now since last spring
when Mr. Aguero and Mr. Stack started
talking very frankly about the dire straits
that the city was in. Recently, they said
they had a deficit for fiscal year 1971,
which ended August 31, of about $287,000.
I'd like you to clarify, if you would,
this figure, I know that many public bod-
ies operate under large deficits all the
time. They're continually going into debt,
and this is not usually a matter of dis-
tress, I wonder if you oould clarify this
for me.

LEE: Well, what is meant when they say
that the city incurred a deficit of
$287,000 is this. This figure is simply
the difference between the amount of money
they took in and the amount of money that
they spent. And it's serious in that, if
you pay out more dollars than you take in,
you're faced with a cash shortage. The
only answer, to tide over the operation of
the city government, is to borrow money.
That's only a temporary solution because
the money has to be paid back, and the
borrowing itself adds another expense in
the form of Interest. And, with one ex-
ception, it's a situation that simply can-
not continue. It has to be terminated.
As I understand it, the city now has not
made provision in the present budget to
pay back all the loans that it received
during the past fiscal year.

SOLARES HILL: Why has the city been oper-
ating in the red? Is this the result of
inflation? Is this the result of mis-
management? Bow do we get these results?

LEE: It's a result of many things. In
fairness to the City Commission, one of
the major causes of this problem is the
fact that the City Electric System was
unable in fiscal 1971 to give them, as., ;L
much money as it had in past years ,? and"
as much money as they had expected in
making up the City budget for 1971. In-
flation is another cause. During the
course of the year,, everything has been
going ..upi. * JThey hired more employees than

iF'!ant'i cipated.

SOLARES HILL: Now, what are the ways that
'ttfh&iCity can use to get themselves out of
• - i M . i - h o l e ? '•:.-.; ••••<:

LEE: Well, number one, just like a home
budget or any business budget, you have to
bring your expenditures in line with your
receipts. There are two ways to do that;
reduce your expenditures and increase your :
revenues.

It is absolutely essential that means
of reducing expenditures be found. Even
a desirable service might have to be re-
duced in order to accomplish this.

SOLARES HILL: Can you suggest a service
that might be reduced without hurting the
workings of the City too much?

LEE: Yes, but this is not an original
suggestion. The City should seek a com-
bination of the City Police Department and
the County Sheriff's Department with the
aim of having all of the police function,
in as short a time as feasible, be con-T
ducted by the Sheriff's Department.

SOLARES HILL: Are you speaking of a con-
solidation of the City with the County?

LEE: This would be a partial consolida-
tion, involving only police service. .Other
functions already have been .consolidated
such as the tax assessment function and •
tax collecting function. A large portion
of the election function has been consoli-
dated, and that has worked very well. I
don't advocate a total consolidation all
in one Jump. I think it should be done in
stages and only entered into after sound
and well thought out plans are laid. I
believe that the cost of police services
to the citizens of Key West could be re-
duced, perhaps cut in half. But no one
can give a meaningful answer until this
problem is carefully studied, plans and
numbers laid out on paper.

SOLARES HILL: Last spring, a citizens'
special task force was set up to look into
this question of City revenues and making
things more efficient. Do you think
that's the proper way to go to investigate
these matters, or should we bring in ex-
perts from outside who are professionals
in public administration to do this for us?

LEE: Well, just a few years ago, a city
financial consultant was brought in. Al-
though I don't wish to demean the efforts
of the citizens' committee, I didn't see
any single item that they proposed that
would produce substantial revenue. This
does not mean that their suggestions should
not be pursued. What I'm saying is simply
that the magnitude is not such as to con-
stitute a major or satisfying result. But,
I think that the avenues that are open to
the City to gain major additional reven-
ues are known. For example, the finan-
cial consultant, that I spoke of, recom-
mended a 10$ utility tax. A referendum
would be necessary,

SOLARES HILL: So we already know that •
this might be a possible thing. What ' •
you're suggesting is thai the City have
someone set out very rigorously the nuts
and bolts procedures for a consolidation
of the Police and County Sheriff's De-
partments. '

LEE: Exactly! The timing, the phase-out
of the City's responsibility, the ph'as'e--
in of the Sheriff's added responsibility.
What will be the remainder participation
•by. the; Cify. 'If any? *Tftfi finaiCeial ar-
. rangeriiertt'sf5 ,All--:,!these™ifiSft§i«§ must be
prbgrammed fdr::fi'smooth transition.

SOLARES EILL'iWe've spoken of reducing our
expenditures. Let's talk about the other
side, which is increasing our revenues.
You just mentioned briefly a utility tax.
Why don't we discuss that first; ': •

LEE: Well3
 some years ago, the City

brought" in a financial consultants After

study, he recommended that a utility tax
be imposed. Many other people have rec-
ognized the need for a utility tax, even
though It's very distasteful. I believe
that this is far and away the source that
can provide the greatest increase in rev- i
enues. It is a fair form of tax.

SOLARES HILL: Sow, when you say utilities'
tax, which utilities are you referring to?

LEE: Well, electricity and gas. I in-
clude gas because there is a law that re-
quires that If a tax be imposed on one
utility, it must also be imposed on any
competing utilities, and electricity and
gas are competitors.

SOLARES HILL: How, there's been talk of
{this utility tax being 10%. Would you go
;into the amount of revenue that might ae-
\ orue from a 10% increase in utility rates.

JLEE; I have no figures on other utility
isales, but with respect to electric sales,
• a 10)1 tax would bring In approximately
I$700,000 per year, at present rates.

SOLARES HILL: Why do you confine the pro~
posed tax to electricity and gas rather
than a general utility tax?

LEE: " Well, as I pointed out, under pres-
ent law, gas must be taxed if electricity
is. I would otherwise have omitted gas.
lit may be that a legislative change can be
(effected to enable omission of gas sales
I from the tax, and I think that would be de-
isirable. This would leave electricity as
•the only utility subject to the tax.

!SOLARES HILL: Why is it desirable for the
taxito be confined to electricity?

LEE: For a very Important reason that is
inot generally understood. A couple of
I years ago, I was well informed on the fi-
! nances of the City Electric System. At
ithat time, approximately H0$ of City E-
1lectric sales were to the military and
another 10J> to customers outside the City.
.There are also sales to other customers
who pay no city or county property taxes,
though these latter are not very large in
total. Under those conditions, it could
safely be said that one-half of a tax on
electricity would be paid by customers of
City Electric, none of whom pay City prop-
erty taxes and most of whom pay no proper-
ty taxes to the County. In other words,
half of that tax revenue would be derived
from new tax sources. We're still paying
a 10* tax, but we're getting the equiva-
lent benefits of having a 20* tax. In
plainer words, we've shifted some of the
tax burden onto the military and people
up the Keys.

There is plenty of precedent for this
tax. Jacksonville, Orlando and many other
cities have a utility tax, used to gain
municipal revenue. For these cities, the
tax has applied to all utility users
'•whether they live within the city limits
or not.

; I suspect that the Military portion of
jcity Electric sales has decreased and that
\the Keys portion has gone up a little with
the result that now it is probable that
not quite half of the tax o* electricity
would come from the sources outlined.

U-t-

This is not true of taxes on other u-
,tilities, and that is why I think it de-
jsirable to confine the tax to electricity.

Some people up the Keys might think this
is unfair to them. Let me point out that
they would be paying exactly the same for
electricity as Key West residents. It Is,
of course, true that they would not parti-
cipate in the benefits of the tax. How-
ever, City Electric cannot deliver elec-
tricity to customers at distances of 5 to
30 Miles from Key West at the sane cost as
to residents of the City.

SOLARES HILL: Would you suggest any ex-
ceptions to the tax?

LEE: Yes, but only one: certain low-income
families. Any action that affects thou-
sands of people will create a hardship for
some, and that is true of an electric tax.
Electricity is a necessity and humanitarian
considerations require a means be found to
avoid imposing a hardship, in the form of a
tax on a necessity, upon those who truly
cannot afford it.

My suggestion on this point is that up
to say 3% of the tax yield be set aside for
a hardship relief fund. I pick 3% beeause
that would amount to about $20,000 per year
which would take care of the tax upon 1000
families having electric bills of $200 per
year {$17.00 per month). I would seek to
have this relief fund handled privately by
the Welfare agencies and set up stringent
rules so they could administer it without
political Interference. I do not claim
that 3% is a proper figure. The matter
would require study.

SOLARES HILL: What are the alternatives?
Now let*B refer again to this deficit of
$287,000: What if the City and if the vo-
ters continually pass the buck, refuse to
confront this issue. What will be the con-
sequenoes of not passing any kind of util-
ity tax or finding any other form of in-
creasing revenues?

LEE: Well, the City is pretty much in the
same position that you and I are when it
comes to borrowing. If we borrow money
and don't pay it back promptly, we become
poor credit risks, and nobody wants to lend
us money. And pretty obviously, the end
result of this deficit spending by the City
is that nobody will want to loan them any
money. This means they'll run out of cash.
They won;t be able to meet their payrolls.
They won't be able to pay their bills. What
happens then, I don't know. There are laws
with respect to municipal bankruptcy/

SOLARES HILL;J4I»« there any other forms of
increasing revenues besides the utility
tax?

LEE: We're speaking of major ones. All
of them, all of the possibilities are
small, relative to a utility tax. The
City is authorized to impose a resort tax.
It's a shame to have to do this in a com-
munity where we're trying to promote
tourism. I would hope that we don't have
to go to this. However, it might become
necessary. The Conch Train offers a fine
possibility as a revenue producer for the
City. Other things such as review and
occupational licenses raising can be done.
This, however, is small. All other things
that come to my mind now are minor.

SOLARES HILL: Let me suggest something.
In looking at the economic base of this
community, we have a very large industry
her* that doesn't pay very much tax. This
is marine industries: the shrimp industry,
the lobster industry. Granted .these
people art in a very unique profession
where their base of operation in this
city, but their actual wealth comet from
the e«a. I don't believe at thie time
there's any very strong commercial indus-
trial tax on their productivity* Could
thie be instituted in any vay juet ae an
IBM plant in Moline, Illinoie, hae to pay a
certain tax beaauee it'e an industry. Are
ve taxing thia industry at thie time,, and
if we aren't, ie there a wayof setting up
a taxt

LEE: Well, speaking of boats as an indus-
try, as a group, they have to be divided
into two parts - the shrimp boats and the
charter fishing boats. In both eases, the
right to tax boats as boats is reserved by
the State, and so is not available to the
City. The right to tax their productivity
Would become a sales tax and therefore not
open to the City. The one possibility is
to impose an occupational license on

shrimp boats; charter boats pay an occupa-
tional license now.

SOLARES HILL: The shrimp boats at this
point do not pay an occupational license?

LEE: No. Some years ago, I rewrote the
occupational license ordinance, and in
doing this, I called for an occupational
license tax on shrimp boats. Very quickly
I got a phone call from a very knowledge-
able gentlemen, and he pointed out to me
that if the City imposed an occupational
license tax for the shrimp boats, they'd
all move out to Stock Island, so I re-
moved it.

SOLARES HILL: All right, let's pursue
this one step further, whioh is if you
consolidate the occupational tax and then
redistribute it to the City or to the
County so that even if these shrimp boats
did move to Stock Island, they would still
fall under the Jurisdiction of Monroe Coun-
ty, and under a consolidated plan, this
money would still be able to be collected
and used in the City.

LEE: Well, even without consolidation, it
might be possible for the County on their
own to Impose an occupational license tax
on shrimp boats, and other commercial fish-
Ing boats.

SOLARES HILL: And than be redistributed at
per each tax districts let's say Key West
might be a tax district.

LEE: Right. An arrangement might be work-
ed out where the City could share in this.

SOLARES HILL: Let's talk about the Conch
Train then. Could you summarize just
briefly the situation ae i't stands now.

LEE: Mr. Kroll has offered to sell the
Conch Train to the City for $300,000. This
Is an extremely generous offer on the part
of Mr. Kroll. The Conch Train is worth
far in excess of the $300,000 he has asked
for it. If properly managed, it can pro-
duce substantial revenue for the City.
This, of course, Involves a fare increase.
I've seen figures in the paper as high as
$250,000 per year return to the City. I
think that's putting it a little high. The
City, of course, would not have to pay in-
come taxes on the Train profit. An esti-
mate of $200,000 a year profits from the
Conch Train is reasonable, I believe, as-
suming a fare of $1.50. The clue to"this
is the way in which the Conch Train is man-
aged. Obviously, it is an enterprise with
very outstanding management, and for it to
continue to yield as it has in the past,
and to be as popular as it has been in the
past, it's necessary that it have the same
quality of management. And, I think the
suggestions"that a separate body be estab-
lished to operate the Conch Train are fine.
I think It essential that the Conch Train
be divorced from politics.

SOLARES HILL: Just how can we do thie?

LEE: Well, in my view, the management cer-
tainly should not be elected. Two sugges-
tions have been made: First, that the Old
Island Restoration Foundation operate the
Conch Train; but the City Attorney has
ruled that out. The other is that a sep-
arate board be established. The latter
suggestion stated that the board should be
composed of the presidents of the three
banks. I like the second one, and I think
that if these men are willing to under-
take it, that this would be as good an
answer as we could find. .

SOLARES HILL; Ie thie within the City's
charter to appoint a group of citizen*
like thief

LEE: That's a question a lawyer has to an-
ser. I understand that the City's Attorney

continued on p. 22



The Conch Book of Games,

According to Daniels
Drawings by Benjamin Curry Bruce

Ray Daniels Still at Play

Three in a free

Taken as a group, the guys I palled
around with when I was young, were aver-
age youngsters of Key West. Often, when
I tell people stories of the games we
played and related incidents, I feel they
tend either not to believe me or are
turned off by the roughness in them.

In 1952, there were very few organized
eportsj in fact only after my childhood
did I see any mag or interest amongst kids
in organized sports.

I am sure they existed but were, as a
rule, unappealing to our group. Some of
the guys went in for Little League, etc.
But, mostly, it was sandlot baseball in
Harris School grounds, now all but closed
to kids. The lot where the library now
is was also a favorite spot; now children
cannot even run through the garden. Ever
wonder where a generation gap cornea from?
Finally came the park, Eayview Park. The
only problem here was, this always turned
into a battle royale with the kids from
that side of town.

I give to you the most cherished mem-
ories of a great childhood, the games we
once played.

FENCE TOP OR TREE TOP TAG:

These tag games were played Just as an
ordinary game of tag is except we played
in trees and on fences. If we felt daring
we would play touch tag in the trees.
Often we would tie ropes from one tree to
another so as to expand the scope of the
games.

In playing this game I was forever
falling to the ground. I learned not to
play it in Spanish lime trees as you can
break branches easily. One day I was "it"
and was after & little guy about one-half
my sise. We were in an extremely high
Spanish lime tree when a branch broke and
down I went. I caught on to another
branch and it broke, another and another,
then a dead fall of 25 feet and an earth
shaking crash. It took me three weeks to
get enoUgh nerve to climb that tree again,
and then only to get Spanish limes.

FIGHTING TOPS:

Everyone remembers the good old top
ling games„ but remember there were
'tops, boys' tops and fighting tops.

Girls' tops were red or blue, kind of
small and had a round peg for a spinning
point.

Boys' tops were red, dark blue, green,
yellow, white and orange, often with
another color stripe and had small points
for spinning.

Then there were fighting tops, all
scruffed, barked nicked and usually faded
so badly you could say they were all brown,
no matter what color they were once. The
point was a copper spike from the tele-
phone poles, or a wood drill bit which had
been hacksawed with the square part that
fits into the chuck filed to a razor
point. The bit was then inserted into the
top. Failing these you got a 16 penny
nail and made do. My best fighter had a
3-1/2* spike ground out of steel from a
square steel rod with a vicious point and
sharp edges.

Having the top was just part of it; you
had to know how to peg it so you could
place it like a pile driver right into the
heart of your enemy's top.

First we would draw a circle about 18
inches across; then we would spin our tops
in this circle. The boy whose top spun
the longest would have first throw, then
the next longest and so on. When you were
through spinning you would place your tops
in the ring while the first thrower took
aim and pegged.

I lost several tops until I learned how
to spin a top a long time. (The secret is
Y

Fighting Tops

in the winding ana the kind of string you
used.)

You see, the first thrower, if he were
good, would split a top and get to shoot
again. If the thrower hit tops and
knocked them out of the circle, he still
shot. Only when he missed splitting a
top or knocking it out of the circle did
he have to place his top in the circle.
You could put an old top in Instead of a
pegger.

We were sports about this game and only
played putting the peggers in the ring for
a feud or championship. Alas, I lost many
a pegger.

If you shot for peggers, then you lost
your peg; to whomever split your top. I
never could get a pegger to spin long, -
something about body English and fellow-
thr-mgh.

CORKBALL OR STICKBALL:

Take a broom handle and aaw off the
broom end. This is used as a bat. The
ball was usually a large cork; often we
covered the cork with plastie tape so we
could use it longer. Sometimes a tennis
ball was used. In corkball, two to four

guys would play, one batting, another
catching, and the others fielding. Any
hit beyond the pitcher that hit the ground
was a 1 base; any hit beyond a certain
spot was a two bogger, and beyond yet
another area was a home run.

The rules were similar to baseball,
except the batter never ran the bases. We
had pitchers, using corks, who would
twist you in knots swinging at their
weird sliding curves, fast pitch and more.
I was always a slow swinger and often hit
a pitch by luck. Some I didn't even see,
not even with my glasses on.

KILL THE RUNNER, OR MASSACRE

(lather all the rags you can find and
make a gigantic ball. Use rope and fish-
ing line to tie it together.

Form two teams; make goal lines and
out-of-bounds; then prepare yourself for
fun.

The object of this game is like soccer,
to move ttae ball to the enemy's goal,
scoring one point;. Simple, huh?

Just remember the guy running the ball
can be tackled, tripped or punched to
get the ball away.

Here is how it goes: 200-pound
Daniels has the ball and is running to-
ward the enemy; goal; fifteen to twenty
guys :plle"oh"him,^'is^-the street yet, and
try to steal the ball. Meanwhile, his
team piles on too, trying to keep the
ball there for 10 seconds or until the
referee, a 60-pound shrimp, separates the
teams and tosses the ball and the action
starts again. Skinned knees? I went one
summer looking like a bandaid commercial.
I don't think we ever won or lost; no one
lasted a whole game to find out.

KITE FIGHTING:

We built our own kites using colored
ink paper and thin sticks. The object was
to build a fast, man«uverable flying
devil with a seven- to nine-foot cloth
tail.

We would weight the tail with lead
sinkers and attach several razor blades to
the tip and at each knot.

Then we would fly the kites at each
other's kite, trying to slice the kite to
shreds. Several times a kite would get cut

Corkball (StickballJ

loose rrom the string, and. everyone would
duck under the trees. No one fancied the
thought of a kite tail full of razor blades
sailing at them.

I used kites reinforced with binding
tape and as a result usually stayed in the
air fairly long. As a precaution against
string cutting, I used 15-20 feet of steel

leader. These kite games were exciting,
but so was a boy's life in Key West.

KICK THE CAN:

We selected two teams - again, this is
sort of a running tag game like Klee-Klee.
You sit a can right side up in the middle
of the street or yard, then counted to 100
The out team hid, and the home team chased
Once a guy was caught, he could only be
freed by someone running in and kicking
the can. If the guard saw you, he had to
set the can back in place before chasing
you.

.Again boundaries were set up, usually
two city blocks and usual off-limits
places. Once everyone was caught, the
home team had outs.

KLEE-KLEE or (CLEE-CLEE)

Spelling depended on whom you learned
the game from.

This was a combination of tag and hide
and seek. The difference was you had to
hold the guy long enough to say "One-two-
three, Klee-Klee". If he got away before
you said it, you would chase him and do
It again. (I used to pull the guy down
and sit on him.)

Preparation for the game:
1. Two captains with teams.
2. Tree or pole designated as Jail.
3. Another tree ©r pale as hoae or

free base - used for rest and to
free failed teammates.

4. Flaying area (usually one city
block with alleys).

5. Time limit (Otherwise the chasing
team would be there all day. Of-

Kill the Runner

ten the fastest runners wound up
on one team, and we never could
catch them).

Playing rules:
1. No crossing the boundaries.
2. No punching above the shoulders.
3. Don't run through certain areas

(The yard where the mean man lived,
stores, through apartment houses).

This was a game for fast or sneaky peo-
ple. I weighed 200 pounds, so I became
sneaky at hiding. We feegan play like
this: Someone would shout, "Let's play
Klee-Klee". Then the first two guys
would holler, "I'm captain". In ease of
disputes, we used the "one-potato" or
matched eoins.

Once the teams were picked we flipped
coins to see who was out first. The team
that was out got the eoent of 100 before
being chased. The chasing team picked its
slowest guy for faller as all he did was
guard the free base and the prisoners in
Jail.

After all the other team was caught, or
the time limit was up, the hone team got
outs and so on.

The bad thing was that a prisoner could

Klee-Klee (Clee-Clee)

De freed from Jail by a free person tag-
ging him. Then both would usually run to
the free base and rest up. After resting
up, we counted to 50, then chased them
again.

THREE IN A TREE:

Pick a large well-branched tree and
three guys in it. Then have 8 to 10 guys
try to climb the tree and replace the
three guys.

You replaced a. guy by getting him be-
low you and keeping him there. Stepping
on fingers, heads, etc. was allowed. The
three-man team stuck together, no matter
what. As soon as one guy's position was
in trouble, all three were open to attack.

This game was like King of the Rill,
only when you fall here, you really fall.

BEAN BAG TAG:

Remember the bean bags made of bright
colored cloth, filled with navy beans?
You played Keep Away, Bag Toss, or Bag Tag
with this bag.

When I was 11 years old, a new game de-
veloped, Bean Bag Tag with a heavy cloth
bag filled with small stones.

The bag was padded but packed a wallop
anyway when you were tagged. Any game or-
dinarily played was changed to make it
more of a challenge. The children of our
neighborhood enjoyed a little danger with
their fun.

Remember, a youngster couldn't go
hiking, camping, or hunting here, so we
used these games to add interest and still
to oar lives.

TREE T06-OF-WAR:

Three to five guys would form a team,
then challenge another team to fug-of-War.
Naturally, the challenged guys would laugh
and call us sissys, until we told them we
played the game in trees. Usually, the
challenged team would "turn butter" or
chicken out.

Once we found a team that would play,
thep chose the trees, and we wauld flip a
bottle cap or coin to find which team
would get the best tree. Often one tree
would be full of branches, and this was the
the best for hanging an.

We would take a rope and tie a white
rag in the exact center of it. Next, each
team would climb their tree to whatever
height had been determined. Then each
team would take one end of the rope and
start to pull. The white rag was used as
a guide. If the rag went to© far from you
you would have to hang on or Junp from the
tree.

I still have flat feet foam this gam©.
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The Exorcism
This Is a true story of something that

happened a short time ago. The setting
was rural South Florida in a warm early
week of September.

I felt there was something wrong with
the house the first time I saw it. There
was a definite feeling or vibration there.
However, it was nothing you could even
describe to yourself. And, besides, we
had only planned to rent the house for a
month. The price was a bargain, so we de-
cided to do It.

And it was beautiful.' It was a very
simple old white stucco house with all
manner of tropical trees and flowers a-
round it. There was a large expanse of^
green lawn on one side that ended in a
row of pine trees.

But somehow, if you can understand
what I mean, It was Just too beautiful!
The grass was too green, too soft. The
sweet odor of jasmine was too heavy in
the still night. The enormous crotons
which grew over every window were too
brilliantly colored. Even that most
beautiful tree, the p&lnciana, which
shaded the house, had a strange qualit.
about it and was oddly formed.

Some strange things began to happen as
soon as we moved in. For one thing, that
large area of too-green grass next to the
house was totally avoided by our very
wise, fearless and noble dog. He would
always walk around It to get from the
front door to the back. Our young son,
who loves to be outside everywhere, would
scream and ery as soon as we brought him
out there.

As the late stunner Florida night cane
down, the technicolor crotons became
strange and menacing, forms. I would
think we'd been conditioned to think this
way about the shrubbery at night. Maybe
so, except that this time there really
was something there at the window. We
could never quite see it, but whatever it
was, it wasn't groovy.

We didn't, however, anticipate what
began to happen. Every night we were ea«h
assailed by dreams or nightmares or vis-
ions, or call them what you will. Every
dream was as brightly colored as this
place was by day. The sense of reality in
these dreams and their Intensity grew each
night. '7

What was most terrible was this; for
three nights in a row, we were each
plagued by the same Incredible nightmare.
It was always such a lovely, beautiful
place, and then suddenly, there was total
indescribable destruction. I most remem-
ber fleeing through toppling buildings, my
son in my arms, the streets filled with
screaming humans, all insane with fear and
hate. We would awake, amazed to find that
this planet and all of us were still here.
We were even more amazed to realize that
each of us had experienced the same dream.

On the evening after the third night of
this particular nightmare, I went to visit
a new friend whom I'd been working with.
He and his wife wer« very wise people of
Bahamian and Conch descent. I had been
there only a short time when I began to
tell them of what had been happening. I
recall that I was about to get around to
asking them if they believed that places
or things had vibrations. But they knew
what I was talking about immediately.

He also assured ne that there wan son«-
thlng that could b« done about it. But,
he told u* what could be dene could only
be done *t quarter of ten, quarter of
twelve or quarter of four - Horning or
night. Be gl*ne«d at the clock, thought
, for & acwent and said he could show se
what to do and how I eould do it, He aaid
It would cost B C a dime - not a nickel and
five pennies or ten pennies - but -a di*e.
I had on* in say poeket.

Before I knew it, I was sitting next to
hiss in his ear, a biasing sunset before us
and a large wern brown paper bag filled
with soHethipg between us. There was also
a folded white sheet of paper on the seat
between us.

We had driven Just a short while when
he told me to take the paper. I was to
write out exactly what the problem was and
what I wanted done. I should then sign my
name and address.

As I started to write, he half turned
and told me to be sure to cross no t's and
dot no 11s. I tore off the first sentence
I'd written and started again. I don't re
member exactly what I wrote now, but I
described the situation at the house and
simply asked that these forces which were
beseiglng us be stopped.

By the time I signed my name and looked
up, the sun had long since set and it was
almost dark. We had driven many miles
into a sparsely populated area that I
didn't know. I started to tell him I'd
written that the house was Eden by day and
Hell by night when he cut me off quickly
and said he didn't want to know. He said
I should fold the paper in half and hang
on to it.

Suddenly we turned down a dirt side
road through a pine woods and soon emerged
on a long circular drive. He stopped and
asked me for the dime. I handed it to him
and we got out of the car. It was a
graveyard. I followed him, holding the
folded paper as we walked quickly between
the tombstones. He stopped, bent down and
seemed to half-feel, half-read the in*
scription on a few of the stones. When he
was certain of what he was looking for, he
came around to where I was standing, knelt

down and dug a hole with his hands between
two tombstones. He told me to place the
folded paper in the hole. He covered it
quickly with the earth he'd just scooped
out. Then he knelt again, crossed himself
and slapped both his palms to the earth,
remaining that way for a long time. Fi-
nally, he scooped up some earth in his
cupped hands, turned to me and quickly
said, "Hold this". Then he turned and
picked up the brown paper bag which until
then I hadn't realized was there, and I
followed him quickly back to the ear.

Nothing was said as we drove for a long
way. I sat holding the warm earth in my -
hands.

We were slowly driving down residential
sidestreets. He stopped the car in front
of a house and told' me it would be best if
I put the earth in my shirt pocket. We
were going inside, and I wondered what was
coming next.

He wanted »e to meet some of his rela-
tions in this house. I just sat down and
was completely overwhelmed by the warmth
and goodness I felt in this home. The
children were all sailing and glowing with
love and well being. The lighting in the
house was soft and want. On one wall was
a huge tapestry of Jesus, a faee radiating
Kindness and love, I left feeling that
their glow of wamth was with ne. Nothing
had been said about what we had been doing.

The drive baek to my friend's house was
quick and silent. I was very aware of the
strange weight the earth nade over ay
heart. Next, we were again sitting at the
same table in his hone, the large, worn
brown paper bag between us.

He lost not a noaent, but removed ten
or twelve vials and jars from the brown
paper bag ana began to make a mixture of

tfheir contents, pondering for.a moment be-
fore the addition of each substance. I
was aware of the odor of camphor and asked
what these things were, but hejust
glanced up and smiled a quick, mysterious
smile. He finally seemed satisfied and
mixed it all together thoroughly with the
fingers of his right hand. Then he rubbed
the crown of his skull with the residue on
his fingers while looking at the mixture.

His wife came up to the table holding a
small piece of white linen of about six
square inches. As he took it from her,
she asked him to same part of it since
they might need it. He tore It in half
and then tearing that piece in half,
placed a half of the strange mixture In
each half of the cloth. She sanded him
four common pins. He made two tiny bun-
dles and secured them by pinning them in
the form of a cross. With a quick movement

_he tossed one into my shirt pocket on top
"of the earth and the other into his pocket.

He then gave me very explicit instruc-
tions. I was told again about the only
three times this exorcism*eould be done.
He told me that when I returned, I should,
at one of the three times, sprinkle some
of the earth at each of the four outside
corners of the house. He asked if we had
a double mattress and said to place the
tiny bundle between the two.

He said that more than this could be
done if needed, but that these things he'd
told me about were almost always all that

/were needed. Strangely enough, I felt
little curiosity about all this. I only
wanted to know what to do.

But I did ask him how he knew of all
these things. He said that his people in
Nassau and in Key West have known about
them a long time. "Not everyone, but
many of them."

His last words, smiling and looking me
in the eye, "This may seem like foolish-
ness to some people - but you let me know
what happens, my brother."

At quarter of ten I returned home to
sprinkle the earth on the four corners of
the house. Then I placed the small bundle,
now emitting a strong odor of camphor," b e -
tween the mattresses. Feeling a sense of
protection for us in this room, we turned
off all the lights in the house and laid
down. Sleep was out of the question, but
rest was possible.

After a long while, I had a strong de-
sire to hear music. It was almost quarter
of twelve. We turned on all the lights in
the house and I decided to play George Har-
rison's While My Guitar Gently V»*V*> We
played it very loud - twice. We felt bet-
ter after hearing it, and once more turned
off the lights and retired.

Now we felt that, in this room of the
house at least, the vibrations had changed
dramatically. The odor of camphor was
very strong and filled the room. There
was a gathering feeling of well being and
peace.

But the feeling of peace was not com-
plete. The peaceful vibration we were
creating seemed to only hold at bay the
stronger forces still surrounding us. We
felt it would be a long time until dawn.

Much later I was standing in the center
of the room. I had been concerned about
the restless sleeping of my son. Sudden-
ly, something like a tremendous jolt of
electricity shot up my spine, through my
head and out my shoulders and arms. I
then had an enormous feeling of strength.
Amazed, I stood there speechless. I
looked over at my son who was now resting
quietly.

I turned and walked into the other
room. It was just a quarter of four.

We slept soundly that night for the
first time since we arrived. There were
no nightmares. The battle was over and
everything about *.he house was different
than it had been.

Again, I feel little sense of curiosity
about these things. J'« only glad that I
had encountered this very wise nan of
these islands at a ti»e when I needed his
help.

Jim Coan

A Summer
Away...
and Back
Janet Wood

The Authoress on Her Bike

"Hey, when you leaving Key West?"
"Oh, end of April or May. When you

splittin'?"
"Well.. I don't know. I may hang around

here for the summer."
"What! No one stays in Key West for

the summer. The temperature's gotta be in
the hundreds, and there's no breeze and
few*jobs, and you Just won't dig it. Be-
sides, everyone goes up North to dig the
mountains or out West to California."

"Yea', well I don't know; if it's that
bad here maybe I'd better leave. But I've
heard it can be pretty groovy here - nice
and qtiiet - no hassle - and not really all
t h a t h 6 t . " *•;•*; ' ; " • • . • ' • : ' ' ;

"OK, do your own thing, but I've never
spent a summer in Key West, and I never
intend to; maybe I'll see you in Carolina
or Boulder - later."

Poems
LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT

Summer gentleman
dressed in summery greens

Thinking through the pleasant thoughts
of warm summer days....

Grassy whispers

"Do you believe
and the Beatles singing:

in love at first sight?"

PHOEBE COAN

bwmiby or- BO sucn

I had last spring. The general theme:
leave Key West for the summer. And being
an exceptionally weak Leo (Leo's normally
listen to no one), I made plans to split
for Carolina and the Smokies.

First priority: get some bread together.
Now, if you're a chick, and a chick with
long, split-end hair and no bra, job op-
tions are negligible in Key West.

Fortunately, a friend turned ne onto
Sloppy Joe's, and I was hired as a bar-
maid, working the day shift. My respon-
sibilities: completely, and I mean com-
pletely, scrub the bar down each morning
and serve the juice - not bad considering
I wasn't expected to hustle dances and
drinks like some bars would like you to
do.

The job lasted a week, at the end of
which I dropped my bike and my knee on
marl - no walking - no job.

The bike went to the shop, and I count-
ed my money - deciding I could spend $5.00
a day for a month. The other month I
planned to be gone would have to be with
friends. I'd have just enough bread left
to make the return trip.

By the end of May, my knee and bike
were back together. I packed the bike,
topping the load with my guitar and
sleeping bag. For not being a Buy Scout,
I was well prepared.

So, one bright, hot morning, I said
goodbye to my few friends still in Key
West, and headed for what I hoped would
be a peaceful camping trip in the Smo-
kies.

Getting to the Smokies was beautiful.
I took back roads to avoid tourists and
heavy traffic. The people in the small
towns along my route were almost always
kind and courteous. Some expressed amuse-
ment at the sight of a girl on a motor-
cycle, but no antagonism.

The bike, a Yamaha 35Occ, ran smoothly
and, except for the hassle of having to
unload everything to fill the oil tank,
presented no problems. Eight to ten
hours a day is a long time to stay on a
bike, but there's no better way to really
see, smell, hear and feel the country.

However, there was one disturbing
thing happening; I saw more campers on the
road, even the back roads, then I thought
existed in all the States. Here was an-
other revolution; the complacent "silent
majority" was taking to the road, ready
to dig their country. Now this is an
admirable development, but one which blew
a lot of minds, like forest rangers,
state and federal park and recreational
services, and fellow campers.

wmn; zns smoscies were
beautiful, green green mountains and cool,
clear, clean mountain streams - and camp-
ing areas that gave me the feeling of an
outdoor motel.

The seenery was groovy enough to hold
ae for a few days, but the thousands of
other caapers got to be too much, and I
split, hoping te find a place, Lake Chat-
ahuehee, in the northwest portion of
Georgia that I'd heard was unknown and
unspoiled.

To reach this fabled paradise, one of
the Georgian natives said I'd have to
take a dirt road (gravel in the good parts)
nineteen miles long, "but it's" be worth
it cause no one goes to this here place -
up in then mountains, with a purdy lake
and good eatin* fish and you'all sure
like it."

"OK, this sounds like Just the place I'v<
been looking for. Thanks."

"You're welcome, Missy - now take it
easy on that there motorcycle. Bye now."

So up and off I went - climbing roads
that would make a "hill climb" rider's
heart flip. At one point there was mud up
to my pipes, but the hope of being virtu-
ally alone in the mountains by a lake
drove me to ride that bike better than I
know I can.

And, lo and behold, there was Lake Chat-
ahuchee, surrounded by pines, elms and the
full capacity of the camping area - 275
people. I couldn't believe it.

I spent two nights to get It together
enough to face that beautiful road down
and out, and I made a decision - if no one
stays In Key West during the summer, then
that's where I was heading.

The trip back down was uneventful,
stopping occasionally to dig a groovy
mountain view or running stream, until a
camper pulled in too - then moving fur-
ther south, finally reaching the Keys and
Key West.

Now, I'm not saying it isn't hot during
the summer in Key West, but it's certainly
not in the hundreds, and there is &
breeze, and some jobs, and enough people
leave to make it peaceful, and enough
stay to make it groovy.

And being a Leo, there's no better
place to worship the sun - in Peace.

Art Classes

Comprehensive art classes for ages 8-15.
Stresses heightened awareness, work in
several media. Call 4-6225.

Melinda Blair
1603A Flagler Ave.

The Lowe House
Nursery
HANGING BASKETS OF
BEGONIAS, FERNS, COLEUS'

620 Southard 3t."

WHOLESALE

The act of casting out evil spirits
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FROM
THE BSTTI CROCKER
ROADSHOW

to katie
who on this day
sept. 26, 1971
is in the hospital
having my baby

you are ray lady
of the morning
marie antoinette
wearing arrogance
like a cloak
of spilled wine
to cover legends blood

i am entangled
in your shadow
a soldier with a soul
and fountain pens
for medals
of past conquest
over hunger and loneliness

the partisan winds
will always triumph
ever the trees gold
for dust is forever
and legend
is only as real
as wine and blood

you are my lady
of the morning
counselor of defense ''
for what is : real ".'-''• ./'• t
standing between "" ' A'"'-̂  <I

the gillette gup>5r stainless
and another legend

• • • • • - l a v

Marion Steven's

ARTISTS,
UNLIMITED

The Unique Art Gallery

Keys and Caribbean

Invites you to Trip and/or Buy

.221 Duval St.

Conch
Train

EACH YEAR WE PAY THE C I T Y A LARGER AMOUNT
N FRANCH SE TAX THAN ALL OTHER KEY WEST

F R A K C H I S E S C O M B I N E D .

WE HAVE ALWAYS T R I E D TO A S S i S T KEY WESTERS
THROUGH S C H O O L S , CHURCHES, C L U B S , M I L I T A R Y
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, U . S . O . , E T C . .

WE D I S T R I B U T E HALF A M I L L I O N L E A F L E T S A
YEAR A D V E R T I S I N G KEY WEST AND THE CONCH
T R A I N THROUGHOUT THE U . S . A . .
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i don't give my songs

titles, so why should i

give this article a t i t le"

Over the past two years I have been
freelancing as a music critic for various
publications around the country. My ap-
proach to that position has been one of
being hopefully more positively informa-
tive than negatively critical. What I
have tried and am trying to achieve with
this artiele is to inform people of the
existence and appeal of music that Is wor-
thy of acceptance and acclaim but which,
for one reason or another, has gone rel-
atively unnoticed, and to relate this to
the acceptance and acclaim of that music
which is at one time or another in pop-
ular favor.

For the majority of music lovers/rec-
ord buyers, musical interests extend no
further than the "artists" and forms that
are at the time socially-in-vogue, and
therefore, commercially successful. For
most people, music, like cosmetics,
clothes, and cars is a commodity—one
more product to consume. For most of
those who produce and deliver the music
(musicians, record companies, and record
stores), music is a commodity—something
to be or have consumed. Record corpora-
tions create the interest in their "art-
ists" through mass promotional campaigns,
through radio stations, concert bookings,
newspaper and magazine advertising, and
even highway billboards. While record
companies are selling millions of James
Taylor and Grand Funk albums and spending
millions of dollars promoting them, many
highly creative and talented artists go
completely unnoticed and unappreciated by
the masses. After the money is dished out
to promote the biggies to make them even
bigger, there is little left to help out
the less established artists.

Payola is alive and thriving in the rau-*
sic industry today. For a price, com-
panies can get prime spots for their
records on television and radio shows and
can also secure favorable reviews from
certain publications.

Most consumers follow the business in-
stincts of the leader companies. At the
same time, most record buyers never demand
or truly want artistic or original prod-
ucts from the record companies y~:.8o the
companies play follower to the stagnant
tastes of the record buyers—a continuous
cycle.

Although most of the records and art-
ists I write about cannot be found in Key
¥est record stores, they can be ordered
through record stores, mail outlets, or
various record clubs. For this purpose, I
give the full album title, label, and cat-
alog number of all records that I review.

Elvin Jones-6enesU-81ue Note' (BS7-8*369)

Elvin Jones has been around for years
and has always been at the top of most of
the major jasz polls as being one of the
best jazs drummers in the world. This al-
bum shows him backing off a bit on the
flash and picking up on some tasteful res-
traint and complementation of the other
musicians with whom he is playing. The
name, the Elvin Jones Group would better
suit Jones1 act because the other four mu*»
sician3 on the record play together with
him regularly and everyone within the
group participates and contributes equally.
Modern jazs on one of its higher plateaus.

HcGutuess Flint-Happy Birthday, Ruthy Baby
Capttol (ST-794K

McGuiness Flint is a five-piece English
band that takes its name from the last
names of its two founding members, Tom
McGuiness and Hughie Flint, the first drum-
aer for John May all's Bluesbreakers five
years ago. McGulness/Flint's first album,
released about a year ago, sold very
little, received almost no airplay, but had
a single, "When I'm Dead and Gone", that
nade It to the Monroe County Beach res-
taurant jukebox. The group is both loud
and soft, both fast and slow. Besides
showing good versatility - though not all
versatility is good - MeGuinness Flint's
positive attributes include solid vocals
with good harmony, lyrics free from rock
music's hackneyed cliches, and musician-
ship professional enough to put their
sounds where their ideas are.

Brofaco--Country Hp»e--Capi to! (SHAS-93OO)
Bronco--Ace of SanlIght--CapttoT
(SMAS-9309)

One of the better groups to come along
within the past year, this British five-
some's combination of strong material, a-
eoustic and electric sound, and the unique
voice of Jess Roden leaves to my ears a
pleasant ring. On Ace of Sunlight Bronco
shows a definite ripe-ation over Country
•Borne in that the group's material has be-
come more diverse, and the group itself has
evolved into a much tighter musical unit,
shown by their sometimes lengthy, but never
boring improvisations.

To curb the monotony ereated by the con-
tinuous drone of praise within this article
and to illustrate the context of my intro-
duction I find it necessary to pan an al-
bum—one held in high aceord by the masses.

Jefferson A!rplane--Bark-~6rtmt Records
(FTR-IOOTT

Once upon a time, the Jefferson Airplane
was the best rock band in America — four
or five years ago when the Airplane was
completely in touch with and an important
part of the new "counter culture" movement
of love, peace, Haight-Ashbury, hair,
flowers, and concerts in the park. At the
time that the Haight-Ashbury street people
hauled caskets down the streets denoting
the death of the hippie movement, the Air-
plane started spending less time in San
Francisco and more time tfAiping. They
then became the biggest (most successful
money-wise) rock band in America. Life
magazine said so.

During those past four years, Marty
Balin, the main creative force of the band
during the early days, phased himself out
of the band; the group encountered mount-
ing drug problems, at least one face-
lifting, and millions of dollars in con-
cert fees and record sales.

It came as no surprise to me to learn
chat the group received a gold record for
their new album, the first on their own la-
bel, upon the first day of its release. In
other words, the demand for the new Air-*
plane album was so great that orders for
the record totaled one million dollars in
sales before the record was even released
or before RCA (who distributes Grunt rec-
ords) had the chance to spend their huge
sums for promotion of the album.

Bark. The music is jumbled and lack-
less. The Airplane sounds like it is
gasping for air with which to lift its bat-
tered wings out of its successful ($) bore-
dom. The lyrics—formulated and cliched
attempts at science "fiction "my woman's
the best there is," and even one attempt
at pig-German (remember pig-Latin?).

"Can you make it to the island
rock and roll island

in the middle of the time seas
back through time in firesign
magnetics flow all around me

sonar laser quasar pulsar
bombarded with argon

Book and Roll Island

Ya das ben mine
ya das ben du
du das ben loh
fairzuc ess

Sever Argue with a German
If Sou're Tired
Or European Song

Wayne Shqrter--Odyssey of Iska--B1ue Note
6U

A
Natura
Way
Janice

After I had first visited Key West, I
remember getting this idyllic vision of
Blacks and Whites and Cubans all living
next door to each other. I missed any
neighborhood distinctions, missed all the
complexities, the balances and imbalances
that keep this town moving in its peculiar
sideways fashion. However, I don't mean
to talk about race or politics, at least
not directly, but about supermarkets.

There seem to be three or four major
supermarkets and two or three minor ones,
depending on how you war to class Faustos.
And although Key West remains pretty cas-
ual, her supermarkets try hard to capture
that familiar surrealistic quality be-
ginning with the electric door and ending
with the girl at the check-out counter in
the white nurse's uniform and starched
cap. Same basic format, but here's where
those neighborhoods come in. Each super-
market pretends to lure the general public
but in reality caters to a distinct per-
sonality of the town.

Faustos gets the bike trade and the eth-
nic types. Winn Dixie gets the Country
Squire crowd, and the die-hard northerners
shop at the A & P. Quik Check is a puzz-
ler. I haven't been there enough yet, but
I've heard rumors of bags of brown rice.
Could it be? Then there's Food Fair, maybe
the most eclectic, close enough to pedal
to, yet looking like a shopping center
attached to Neisners, and offering vege-
tables you can touch.

What's missing from this list is the
health food store. It's not really even a
minor supermarket, but I've got to include
it because it's heading that way and be-
cause it's part of the landscape of food
buying in Key West, depending on how ser-
iously you take the words 'natural' or
•organic'. It's tucked away on a side
street off Flagler,. and I can't make a
generalization about its customers because
I'm not so sure who they are.

Now, if you do take the words, 'natur-
al' and 'organic' seriously but can't
spend a lot on food and like different at-
mospheres, try this. Buy flour, yeast,
fresh Grassey Key eggs, rice, sugar and
any other grains you need at the health
food store, but skip the expensive oils,
nuts, dried fruits, honey, canned and
jarred things and any pre-packaged foods.
You can get cheaper versions of these
things at supermarkets.

Food Fair has good fresh fruits and veg-
etables, pure, unblended honey, bio-de-
gradable detergent, cheeses without sta-
blizers and chewicals and pure fruit
juices, and green noodles.

Weather Report--Weather Report—Columbia
tC-30661)

Wayne Shorter is one of the most creative
and talented musicians and composers on the
new jazz front. He played saxophone with
Miles Davis for six years, from 1964 to
1969, during Davis's brightest years to
date. For the past eight years, Shorter
has also been composing and recording his
own albums. His newest, Odyssey of iska,
is by far his best. On the liner notes
Shorter says that Iska, a Nigerian name for
the wind, "is the wind that passes; leaving
no traces". Wayne Shorter's music moves as
naturally and freely as that wind, but the
traces leave lasting impressions.

After recording laka, Shorter joined
with Alphonse Mouzon, Joe Zawinul, Miro-
slas Vitous, and Airto Moreiro, all top
jazz figures, to form the group, Weather
Report. The group, whose first album was
released a few weeks ago, has as one of
its obvious influences, Miles Davis. Al-
though it lacks the continuous breezy flow
that characterizes Snorter's Iska, Weather
Report's music is aural and celestial and
diverse in texture. The music of tomorrow
today.

chris elmore

COLLAGES AND,
CONSTRUCTIONS

SZUTERTHOMAS

Capt
Tony

SALOON

Faustos has rennet, many varieties of
olive oil, peanut oil (an underrated multi-
functional oil), whole forms of many herbs
and spices and another brand of bio-de-
gradable detergefct.

The A & P also has weigh-yourself veg-
etables, whole coffee beans (ground daily
in a blender makes really fresh coffee),
different kinds of whole spftees and herbs,
unsulfured molasses sundried fruits with
nothing added (raisins and prunes), and
sweet tub butter. Also the canned and
jarred foods are mostly free of chemicals
(Their mayonnaise is the only pure one
I've found.).

Winn Dixie gets redundant and has very
few nice, different little tucked-away
items, but they do have big cans of malt
syrup, which Is a real find if you're into
beer making.

This is a partial list, but it's a de-
cent start. It all gets to be a lot of
work, I know, but the system isn't set up
to make eating whole foods easy.

Here's a recipe for beer to take ser-
iously or not, depending on your toler-
ance level for American beer, this is an
alternative to American beer.

1 can malt extract
10 lbs. sugar
10 gal. water
1 cake yeast
A couple of handfuls of whole
grain (corn, wheat, rye,
barley)

Heat the water to lukewarm. Dissolve
the sugar and malt extract in it. Crumble
the yeast in and add the grain. (The grain
is very important for the flavor). Cover
the crock tightly with plastic, (A crock
is ideal, but a wood tub, etc. would be
good. Avoid containers that leave a
taste, e.g. metal.) The plastic really
ought to be air-tight; then let it work.
It'll take from 5 to 7 days; the plastic
will puff up and when it goes down, take
off the plastic and taste the beer. If it
is almost but not quite flat, it is ready
to bottle. Siphon it into bottles through
a cheesecloth lined funnel and cap the
bottles. (You can buy a bottle capper at
Sears for $2.98.) The beer will work up
more fizz in the bottles, so let them rest
in a cool, dark place for 1 or 2 weeks.
Then it's ready to drink.

I hate to say this, but white sugar Is
far superior to brown for making beer.
In fact, brown sugar is lousy. I ration-
alize using white sugar in 2 ways. First,
it goes through a chemical change and is
no longer sugar anway; second, it's good
not to be overly rigid in one's beliefs.

INTERVIEW

Simonton at Truman

continued from page S

has said that it can be done. The idea of
a board of the bank presidents has many ad-
vantages: There's the question of vacan-
cies. Appointment or election of vacancies
would bring the board lntso a political sit-
uation. Well, the bank president arrange-
ment eliminates that. There will always
be a president of each bank. If, for any
reason, one of them is no longer a bank
president, there will be a replacement,
and he would be on the Conch Train board
automatically.
SOLARES HILL: We've gene over the question
of this deficit, the question of the shaky
financial situatidn of the City and the
possible ways to decrease expenditures and.
increase revenues. Are there any other
matters that you feel are germane to the
situation now before we disause the en-
trance of a new crop of political candi-
dates to try to deal with this situation?

LEE: The Press has informed as a number
of times that the sewer system has been
operating at a substantial deficit. I
think it's absolutely necessary that the
sewer rates be increased. In fact, it's
required by law that they be increased to
a point that will at least enable the
sewer system to break even. And it's es-
sential that this be done In order to shut
off the continuing deficit. As I under-
stand the President's freeze order, the
Commission Is precluded from making the
increase now, though I believe this to be
only temporary. The increase should have
been made long before the freeze order. I
don't know whether the sewer system defi-
cit is reflected in the $287,000 or not.
If so, increase in sewer rates will help
diminish the future potential deficits.

PART II; PROMISES, PROMISES

SOLARES HILL: OK, well let's look
through the eyes of a potential can-
didate for City Commission or Mayor, who
will be campaigning very very vigorously
during the next month. He's faaed with a
situation which we 've tried to summarize
this morning: a situation where hie main
concern should be fiscal matters. Be
shouldn't be interested in finding new
ways for the City to spend money. Be'e
got to be very interested in tightening
up the City's financial matters. What
kind of campaign, what kind of promises,
what kind of goals should a sound candi-
date for city Commissioner or Mayor be
making?

LEE: Well, I believe that, by far and
away, the major issue in the campaign will
be the question of the City's finances.
The voters will favor candidates who can
convince them that they are able and will-
ing to embark upon stringent cost-cutting
efforts as well as revenue producing ef-
forts.

SOLARES HILL: What are the priority areas
that a Commissioner or a Mayor should work
toward, during the coming year for increas-
ing revenues or decreasing expenditures?

LEE: OK. Utility taxes are rough for any
candidate to campaign on, but I don't see
how sincere candidates can duck that ques-
tion.

SOLARES HILL: OK then, well you feel that
the types of experiences or the types of
skills that a desirable candidate should
have would be skills in management of mon-
ey or fiscal matters.

LEE: Yes, I think it highly desirable
that candidates have business experience,
that they be able to show several years'
experience in truly responsible posi-
tions. I don't think that a City Commis-
sion post is the place for on-the-job
training in basics.

Now under Management of

Boll Hai Bob

El Mocambo
Open 24 hrs.

US 1 BigCoppit Key

HAPPY HOUR

MOM., WED. & FRI. 4:30 to 7

larg« draft 20*

SOLARES HILL: Finally, let's do some talk-
ing with long-range perspective. If
these avenues are pursued, the avenues of
cutting our expenditures and increasing
our revenues, and we get ourselves back ̂
on a little bit sounder footing, what di-
reotions should the City be going in,
what kinds of positive steps. We're
talking now about taking steps backward
to shore up and to get things back under
control. Once that happens, what kind
of positive steps should a City Commission
be taking?

LEE: Well, one of the major needs in the
City is to improve our streets and side-
walks. Recently, the County has made a
very important step. They have decided to
take over the maintenance of County rdads
Instead of having it performed by the
State Department of Transportation. I
hope that this will give the County a
great deal more latitude than it has had
in the past. I hope they will be able to
construct roads that are quite adequate
but not so expensive as required by the
standards of the Department of Transporta-
tion. This means we'll get more for the
same amount of money, though it may not be
of such gold-plated quality. Most of the
streets in the City qualify as secondary
roads, and, therefore, are eligible for
the use of secondary road money. I think
that the City should start as soon as the
County's organization Is established to
seek to have as much as possible of this
money be spent on improvement of the Cit-
y's streets and sidewalks.

SOLARES HILL: Any other areas that you
feel are realistic goals for the City?

LEE: The long range? Well, if the City
is going into the Conch Train business, I
wonder why they can't go into the aquar-
ium business. They already own the aquar-
ium. The present operators have a lease
which required that they do a number of
things, and I am told that some of these
things have not been done. I don't be-
lieve the Aquarium is producing as much
revenue as it can, I believe that if the
City were to take over the Aquarium and
operate it and manage it the same way as
proposed for the Conch Train, they would
have a nice source of revenue, greatly in
excess of the amount that they now re-
ceive and also have a better tourist
attraction.

SOLARES HILL: Can we talk about a direc-
tion for this city: What will it be in
the future, as a city. It's going to
have to think about a much more substan-
tial economic base than it has new. Just
what kind of city should Key West become?
Bow might an astute City Commission start
pointing Key West in that direction?

LEE: I think Key West's future is defin-
itely tied to tourism. We have the best
weather and the best sport fishing in the'
country. And so I believe by proper pro-
motion, we can attract far more tourists
to Key West than we are now getting. We
will have to have a d e a n city and a pre-
sentable and attractive city, and that
is our best hope. Because it's unlikely
that we will be able in the forseeable
future to expend the kind of money na-
tionally that'it takes to attract people,
our best hope is to seek to get a
greater percentage of the tourists who
now come to Florida to come down here, and
I believe this should continue to be our
approach to the problem and it offers
great promise.

Many of us have been wondering whether
Disney World will help or hint our tour-
ist business. Last week It was announced
that WOMETCO Enterprises of Maimi had pur-
chased the Santlni porpoise school up the
Keys. Given WOMETCO1s experience with
tourist-oriented operations, it's a
pretty safe guess that they did not pur-
chase a tourist dependent business in the
Keys with the expectation that tourist
traffic there would diminish. This looks
like an encouraging omen for us.
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The Belted Kingfisher
Thurlow Weed

Key West Naturalists' Society

Megaoeryle alcyon is an easy bird to
find and recognize. They are new coming
back for the winter, and you are apt to
see one near most any shallow water.
That's where they hang out, because they
dive for fish. If you see any small bird
(eight inches or so) diving headlong into
the water and you're sure it's not a tern,
then it ia a Belted Kingfisher. Even if
you're not sure about the tern part, it's
a Kingfisher if it's blue.

Actually, the whole thing isn't blue.
The belly is white, except for a blue
band clear around the bird at shoulder
level (with an additional cinnamon band
on the female). There is a white band
that goes around at chin-neck level. In
other words, the back is blue except for a
white band, and the belly is white except
for a blue band. Hence, "Belted" King-
fisher.

Between the blue-and-white color pat-
tern and the distinctive head, there is
no way to confuse the Kingfisher with any
other bird.

First, there is the bill. It is more
battering ram than bill. It is long in
proportion to the stocky (even chubby)
bird, and is massively thick. Even more
instantly obvious - and diagnostic - is
the Immense crest which doubles the size
of the head. The crest looks rather like
a badly cleaned and solidified blue paint-
brush of the worst stamp - ragged, stiff,
and mean.

The Kingfisher perches In the open near
shallows, often quite high. Telephone
wires along the highway are frequently
decorated with them, or leafless tree
branches, or poles. They are easy to see
and easier to hear.

The call Is more obtrusive than the
appearance. It is a strident and arrogant
rattle - like the sound made by small
children with those dlmestore wooden
ratchets on handles that they spin.

Another obvious characteristic of the
Kingfisher is the way it captures meals.
While the Reddish Egret goes through a hor-
izontal rigamarole chasing fish on foot,
the Kingfisher runs a vertical routine.
He selects the fish, usually from a good
fifteen feet up, often much more, gets
directly above it, hovers motionless like
a frenzied, overgrown hummingbird, and
then plunges upon it with such hurtling
force that the observer expects to see a
dead Kingfisher bob to the surface. If
the fish has not been killed outright, the
bird files to a perch and beats it to
death.

An old legend explains that in Noah's
time the Kingfisher was drab and colorless.
When it was released from the Ark, It flew
toward the setting sun. The sky stamped
blue upon its back, and the westering sun
scorched its breast to brown.

Also from ancient times is the sad tale
of Alcyone, the daughter of Aelolus. Her
husband was lost in shipwreck, and the
grieving Alcyone threw herself into the
sea, whereupon she was transformed into a
Kingfisher.

Thus, a translation of the scientific
name begins to emerge. "Halcyon" was the
name the old Latin-speaking people had
for the Kingfisher, and Megaaeryle seems
to mean "Kingfisher". So": Halcyon King-
fisher.

Pliny writes that the Kingfishers lay
their eggs and brood them in winter when
the days are at their shortest. He points
out that then the sea is calm and easily
navigable, and that this is the origin of
the term "halcyon days", for calm and
peaceful days when it is pleasant to be
outdoors - Kingfisher days.

In Key West almost every day is a King-
fisher day. So watch for the Halcyons,
and enjoy. Tober.
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