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It is difficult to get out a news-

foaper. It seems to be . particularly dif-

ficult to get out Solares Hill., Ve are
a monthly papner but we haven't appeared
since March.

Whir?
:

I think that there was something about
our collective inefficiencies (Michael
Frewitt, Jerry !liller, Dink Iruce, Janet
Wood and myself) that made the last few
days of the paper tefore deadline total-
lv unbearable. Late, late nights (always
the night rerorc tua paper was due we
verse un to ’.ﬂ.), nissine articles,
meney hort s, last minute ads to bve
drawn uﬁ, axd a2 host of other unfortu-
nate etcetras that we seemed to fall into

repeatedly.

After ou Tist and the
“inger, rem ¢ a period
of croun dlsmay a particular-§
ly tirine issu g And, then,
w2 beran to ~emtle ﬁu=QPTVQ".

Milte had to return to Pittsbure for

favnile, Jerry rot transferred (Havy) to

‘laine, Janet was away and, to te hnonest,

T didn't want to think about putting to-

gather tne paper without these peovle.

licwever, a few veeks ago, while driv-
ing past Lower Matecumbe, I was it with
a burst of energy and decided that it was
time to get the paper out again.

Thankfully, my energy was complinment-
ed and increased hy the enornous assis-
tance I recelved from friends.

First, financially, this issue 1is
made possible by the timely and thought-

Bful contritution to it by Walter Ctarxe.

Thank you, Walter. The full page ad ve
ot from Theron didn't hurt, either.

"Dink" Eruce toolr one look at my lay-

cut - wnich had talien me hours of agony
to aszerble -~ and said it was no good and
that it had to go. Vhen I recovered from
ny rage, "Dink’ had laid out the naper

way and I resented hirm no longer. I
1ly learned how important an art editor
to a paper during this 1ssue.
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Zusie Vallet typed almost the whole
This is & lot of o*" and,

@vnen you realize that all our wori is
volunteer, 1t vecones doubly gFrocovy to
have ucheone a5 nice as fusan has been

: ‘COV tie nhoto

to our rescus with s
vout and liora drew Tour
frnett drew “he Yen'. in
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Years ago, on hearing that a woman™
wished to become a preacher, Dr.
Johnson, the English writer and critice,

"'~ observed that this was likea dog walk-

ing on its back legs. He remarked,
"Sir, a woman preaching is like a dog's
walking on hiz hind legs. - It is not
done well; but you are surprised to find
it done at all.™

Attitudes about women have changed
drastically since the 1700's - certaln-
ly women are not such strangers to the
pulpit now - but areas 'still exist where

men feel that women have little to offer.

One of these areas is sports; especially
gporting events that have traditionally
been played by men.

Well, for those who still feel this
way, dig this: go down some evening to

the ball field at the Community Pool and .

wizbeh the girls in the Slow Pitch Soft=
ball League in action. They are really
good and the sport is great for specta-
tors.

The pool pallfield had been used by
the young btlacks for Pony League ball
until integration at which time they
moved over to Pedro. Aguilar Fileld.

Then the idea for girls ball teams
came ' up and abeoub. six.years. ago, Key
West, at an annual fee of fifty dollars
membershlp, Joined the national -merlcqn
Softball Association.

423 DUVAL ‘STREET

‘waeach

“'had been playin

girls
slow pitch
softball

by Bill Huckel

Photos by Kashkin

The league works like this.

The local teams put their best play-
ers on an All-Star Team (last year mem-
bers of this teaw witrs cuosen uy Willis
Ward, Garfield Ashe, and Lloyd Price).
“‘1; All-Star Team first travels to sul-—
distriet playoffs; then to state; and
then, finally, tc the national champlon-
ships.

- The girls from Key West got as far as

the district playoffs in Ft., Lauderdale
in 1uuy.,

Last year, due to insufficient money
to go to the league playoffs, the key
West team accepted an invitation to play
in a special invitational series in Vero

The girls won and were the champs!
Ward remembers Donna Walker and

%Beverly (Green) Tynes were stand-ocuts,
as many as six local teams

In the past
have been fielded with as many as 7o

games played in a four month season. - Due
to racial tensions, there are fewsr girls

playving. now than then aad the outiocok .s
Tor around 3H-40 games this year. When

the town gels groovey again, Ward expects.

that young white girls will again play
ball with these teams.

It is not uncommon to see over one
hundred spectators, mostly young, though

some oldey ones come oub, watching a game$

Coach Ward had. his ‘mind blown last
vear by the dedication of the girls to

the gamez. At a time when Ward was play=

ing the -girls particularly hard (get—"

ting them in shape for the All-Star

selections), one of the giris, . who, ..
regularly., showed. up ,

for practice with-a recently borh baby -

hers! -

But evengmore amazing“ilan this was
when, a couple of weeks .later, a second

‘glrl, also one who had been playing regu-

larly, showed up with her new-born baby!
Ward hadn't even known that the girls
were pregnant.

Coach -Willie Ward must be the Jake
Gaither of the Girls Slow Pitch Soft
Ball League to inspire such dedication

- from his players.

~ Simonton at Truman
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REST

by Di Di Quigzley

Photos by Kashkin
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There us a wedge shaped piece of
dland between White 3t. and Bertha St.
bordering on Atlantic Blvd. and facing
the ocean which could have a glorious
future. This area, known as Rest Beach,
represents a curious combination of
man's abuse of land and of nature's
restative powers. The name itself is
ironic. One is free to walk there and
to contemplate its special qualities:
the presence of native sea-side plants
and animals; the relief and quiet the
area provides from the atmosphere of the
public beaches. There is, however, a
peculiar state of rest or limbo about
the place. This imp.ession is substan-
tiated by a look into the official plats.
The land is all under private ownership.
In fact there are six owners. "In dreams
begin responsibtlities,” writes one Anglo-
Irish poet. It is my purpose now to
start others dreaming. I have learned
some facts about the Rest Beach area and
I have begun to dream of its future. It
isn't unreasonable to expect a commit-
ment to grow from the shared energy of
dreams. The commitment is to save and
restore Rest Beach.

A walk along Rest Beach reveals the
following: several cow's teeth, pleces
of old china, and innumerable pieces of
glass aged to iridescence by the sun.
These objects are direct clues to the
history of the area. For awhile there
was a slaughterhouse for cattle and pigs

ton the beach. A woman I talked to wno
¥nows a great deal sboubt Key West his-
tory sald that the butcher pens were
provably torn down in the 1%30's when
the W.P.~., came to Key West. Lefore
the butecher pens, the area was used as
a dump. One guess is that the dump
goes vack to the 1970's. - This explains
why in recent years so many people have
gone there to dig for old bottles. . More
than half of the land tenind the beach
is disfigured with holes and mounds left
e name of Hest Beach apparently
dates wack to the W,P.A. days. defore
that it was known as PFicnie Trees” by
ney Westers who loved to travel oute
from the city to have picnics under the
large tuttonwood trees that grew along
the beach, “In spite of dumping and Lum-
ley's slaughterhouse, the beach was close
to i1ts natural and wild state. A photo=-
graph taken in 1v35 shows an adult Amer-
lcan Crocodile sunning himseIf on the
Key West beach. He could very well have
been sitting on Rest Beach but this would
be hard to determine. A W.P.A, map from
1934-35 shows an unbroken waterfront be-
tween the East Martellc and the West
Martello Towers and labels 1t simply as
"beach',

The tourist literature of the W.P.A,
omits mention of crocodilians. However,
it is quick to point out the natural
beauty of Key West. There 1s an odd ef-
fusiveness in its descriptions of nat-
ure'’s abundance, Certainly there was
great natural wealth then - more un-
spolled land and marine 1ife than we
have today and yet one detects an uncer-
tainty 1in the propagandizing of this
wealth - as 1f it weren't really reason
enough to bring people to Key West. It
1s easy to see that Key West's fate in
1934-35 depended on a dream. For the
first time the natural beauty and the
unique history of the island were held
forti: as the substance of its future.
Restoration and beautification became
practical, They are all the more so to-
day. The undeveloped and wild areas of
Key West have almost vanished. A dis-
heartening example 1s the recent pur-
chase of 52 acres of mangrove marsh land
off South Roosevelt Blvd. According to
thie Key West Citizen, "The site will be
developed over a three year periad into
nearly 1,v00 condominium unite." The
paper calls 1t, One of the few large
traets of privately owned land op the
island." Conspicuosly lacking in these
plans is an aesthetic sense of the land:
an understanding of its potential.

If Rest Beach became a park, it
could be planted with native sea-side
plants. A pilece of shore front that
has remained in its natural condition is
beautifully doscribed in the book
Seaside Plants of the World by Edwin A.
Menninger: -

"The first thing we notice is that
nature starts with very low material and
builds it up, step by step, until she
attains the desired height. In the front
line she puts a lot of, ground covers,
such as sea purslane (Sesuvium portulaca-

.8trum, , saltwori \satis maritima,sSam-

phire (Salicornia), Pniloxerus vermicu-
laris, etec., interspersed with clumps

and cushions of E.nodea littoralis, sea
oats (ruicic panieulatas, Iva imbricata,
blue dune grass, spider lilies {(awymen-
oeailis keyensis), etc, interlaced with
rampant goat's foot morning glory (Ipomo-
ea pes-caprae). Benind this low bpreast-
wori we find colonies of a century plant
(Agave decipiens), clumps of Spanish

bayonet f(Yucea aloifolia) - never sin-
gle canes, as we usually see them planted;
masses of three specles of sea marigold
(Borrichia), straggling bushes of bay ce-
dar (Suriana maritimae,, clumvs of Scae-
vola pluieri, anu great blue-grey ROUL.-is
v beach heliotrope (Tournefortia gnapi-
alodes), interwoven with milk peavines
(Galactia spiciformis), and bay beans

~ment); ecology or._otany cluts from _the

{Canavalia lineata), One step farther
back we find thatech palms (Thrinax),

sea grape (Coceoloba uvifera), button-
wood, white mangrove, seven-year apple

(Casasia clusiaefolial), great tangles of
Dalbergia ecastophyllum, and numbers of
blackhead (Pithecellobium guadalupense),
festooned with moonvines (Calonyection
tuba), Sarawak beans, and purple morning
glories., We find Wnite and Spanish stop-
per, EFugenia arillarie and Eugenia buxi-
felia, side by side, Capparis jamaicensis,
darling plum (Reynosia septentrionalis),
Joewood (dacquinia keyensis) and blolly
(Torrubia longifolia), with tangles of
Echites, and flnally we are among good
sized trees: Sapodilla,mastic, Bucida,
Gelger trees (Cordia sebestena),and a
mahoe (Hibiseus tiliaceus) that covers
one sixteenth of an acre. The Virginia
creeper covers both ground and tree
trunks, and wherever there 1s an open
spot the sand is carpeted with teach ver-
bena (Verbena maritima) and beach sun-
flower (Helianthus debilis).” A fine
example of this kind of. beach iz the
Bahia Honda State Park on the ocean side,
The dream of restoring Rest Beach with
native vegetation is not impractical,
Quite a few of the plants mentioned in
the previous passage are already there.
Sea marigolids, ambrosia hispids, sea
purslane, Philoxerus vermicularis,
Portulaca oleracea, Samphlre and var-
ious grasses are among the ground covers.
Among the trees are buttonwood, mangrove
and Seaslde ilahoe (rhespesia populnea).
With the cooperation of the city plus

the help of local groups such as: the
hey West Garden Club; the Go-Green Ulub
of the ney West nigh School {(recently
responsible for fixing up the old
potanical Gardens on Stock Islana); the
newly formed Scope (Society for the
torrelation of Progress and knviron-

Florida neys Community College -~ Rest
peacn could be lovingly administered.

Tine land could ke cleared of its mest
conspicuous trasii, Instead of taxking tne
richy leaves and plant cuttings residents
constantly put out on the street to the
Stock Island dump, they could te used
along with seaweed to bulld up and level
the uneven ground behind the beach. Na-
tive palms (Coccothrinax argentata, Zhri-
naxr floridiana,: and Serenca repens, could
be planted in thils enriched area. Fur-
ther up the lkeys along bulldozer cuts

and on burnt-over land these palms can

be had for the taking; owners of such
property are often glad to see them go.
Due to adversity these palms are espec-
ially hardy and easy to transplant. If
planted during the rainy season, they

"TTand turtl® ot TTnETE IS ETRYELEITT T —— 2

would be sure to take hold on Rest Beach.
Good sized sea grapes could also be got-
ten in this manner. beach sunflower and
verbena could be spread from seeds. How
peautiful it would be 1f beach ocats and
spilder lilles established themselves.
People could enjoy the land as they once
did when it was popularly known as "Pic-
nie Trees”. Picnic tables could be
shaded by trellises covered with morning
glory vines or Canavalia lineata. ''here
would be many beautiful and hardy -beach
vines to choose from, Rest Beach 1s
fully deserving of the effort this pro-
ject proposes. There already is a great
deal of 1ife there to preserve and to
protect.

At low tide one day a friend and I
saw: Willets, Semi-palmated Plovers,
Laughing Gulls, Ruddy Turnstones, a
Louisiana Heron, both mature and immature
Yellow Crowned Night Herons, a Green
Heron, a Little Blue Heron, a Reddish
Egret, a Least Turn, serveral Pelicans,
and a Double-crested Cormorant sitting on
a rock. With the receding tide came the
sound of snapping shrimp. Further back
along the seaweed line, beach fleas
hopped. Hligher up ghost crabs stayed in
their burrows, Small sulphur butterflies
darted among rallroad vines. Red-wingred
Black Birds and dragonflies settled and
unsettled in the low brush. There was
the sound of wind blowing through the
Austrailian Pines and over us flew an
Osprey holding a fresh silver mullet.
Close to Atlantic Elvd., we noticed
racoon tracts and the tracts of a Clap-
per Rail. On other walks we have detecter
the presence of: hermit, fiddler, and
wharf crabs; narrow mouthed toads and
Cuban tree frogs; Race Runner lizards and
Key West anoles; Killi fish, Snowy egrets,
beauty and wonder. On one walk we found
a Plorida Fox Turtle swimming a few
feet out in the salt water. How this

Fest CZeaech 1z an "object" teemine
with life,
Objects

Yney iLive along stae us, .
we de not know tnem, they do not know us.
But sgsometimes they speak witn us,

If we take the meaning of these words
¢y Getavio Paz to heart, we will rea-
lize that things must not be taken for
granted. Too much of the land in ey
West has been treated as a mute object.
We must not run such & risk with Rest
Zeach, If it goes we will be completely
chelted out in Key West, The need to
save and restore Rest Beacnh is essential.
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Key West is“Probably Valid

=

by Thurlocw Weed

drawing by Jerry Miller

There 1s Key West and Mallory Dock at
sunset, and the Pelican Path, and the
Midget.

But then there is Marrakech and the
Place Djemaa El Fna, which means "Con-
course of Sinners", with shake charmers
and storytellers and water-sellers, And
barbers who use nothing but razors.

There is Tangler wlth its polyglot
con-men, various leather shops, and then
the speclality shops in the Medina with
various grades, spare bowls, and goat- .
skin bags.

There is Casablanca with the Canary
Island banana boats and the besworded
Arab robbers in the night.

Above most everything else there is
Rome with Piazza Navona, with the medi-
eval houses and cobbled streets of Rione
Ponte, and with more delights and reality
than any city morally should have. -

And then there 1s Granada with the
gypsy caves and flowered streets in hang-
ing baskets and Moorish footprints in
arches.’ '

. There's Amsterdam with head-back fresh
herring and Frans Bruggen in his walk-up
apartment with his flutes and cat.

London with the Elephant and Castle.
Line on the subway, with the Baker Street
Stop. )

And Hull with a street called The Land
Of Green Ginger, and Dublin with Gogarty's
Tower, now named for Joyce.

And there are a lot of other places,
such as Regensburg with the asymmetrical
iothle cathedral and inside a statue of
the Devil and another one of his Grand-
nother,

. Such as Naples with Brownian motion
instead of traffic,; and New York with
MacDougal Street and The Fat Black Pussy
Cat Cafe (which also crops up in Tangler),
and Vienna and Stamford and Edinburgh and
Mintlaw and York and Paris and Cagnes and
Vallauris and St. Cyr and lots of othér
places.

And there is still Key West with...
well, Key West is more than has.

What is Key West?

Key West 1is Bill Cain doing the morning
weather summary before he goes home after
working all night. Bill Cain has not yet

been impressed with the fact that he's
supposed to sound like a computer print-out.
The other:day he disagreed with what they
gave him to read and told the truth in-
stead, Pity Bill Cain, for he will be
flattened out. We will all be the poorer,
and uninteresting weather will be much

less fun,

Key West is bullfight musie trying to get
out of the neighbor's radio.

Key West 1is the parrot coming over each
sunset. There are some who say that it

squawks, but we all know that his wings
need olling. )

Key West 1s the gingerbread Vanishing be~
fore the ruins cool after a big fire.

Key West is discovering that DePoo hospi-
tal is the best restaurant in town.

Key West 1s using a spray can of anti—rip—
off instant rust on your bicycle when it's
new,

Key West is standing helplessly by while
plans are made fo convert grand architec-
ture into parking lots, and sometimes not
having it happen after all.

Key West is millions of worms inching
frantically down the Polnciana at dawn,
with migrating warblers getting there
first.

Key West is trying to decide which Cuban
restaurant makes the best picadillo, and
then trying each one agiin, and again, and
again, and.,.. . e

Key West 1s a one-man show. Here every-
thing 1s individual except those things
chat matter.

Key West is seeing FPOR SALE signs 1lit-
tering the only pond with several spe-
cies of rare birds on it within many
islands and for miles arocund, and knowing
full well that there is nothing to do to
stop it, short of buying the pond, which
you can't do because you are lean in pur-
se.

Key West 1s sitting beside that pond and
seelng Roseate Spoonbllls feeding in the
shallows along with the Reddish Egrets
and the Great White Herons, seeing
Smooth-~billed Anis in the mangroves around,
hearing the Black-whiskered Vireo some-
where near, and knowing that people often
drive .thousands of miles to see these
rare birds which are Key West standards,
along with the rare White Crowned Pigeon
and the Inca Dove.

Key West is the back room at the bodega
where one type of game is played, and the
room back of that, where it's a different
one entirely.

Key West 1s dog-packs in the early morn-
ing streets, and discovering that they are
friendly.

Key West is Cayo Hueso Transit chuckling
through the streets. Bus passengers used
to look grim; now they smlle.

Key West is hearing the leapfrog effect
of crowing chickens, how it starts near
the graveyard and travels gradually to
Whitehead Street and beyond.

Key West is wondering what Miss Watkin's
flower will be in the post office to-
morrow morning. . '

Key West is where 1f something can possib-
ly go wrong, it won't; but sure things
usually have a wheel come off somewhere.

Key West 1s where "yes" means "yes"' where
"no" means "no", and where "I'1l try"
generally turns out to mean "no".

' Key West 1s using the lawnmower on the

mildew in the closet after the storm.

Key West is sunset at Mallory Dotk, where
the sun is, for the first time since
mystery religions, recognized as being
important.

‘Key West is exactly like any other small

town or small city: different from any
other.

And yet, when it's all sald and done, Xey
West is vrobably valid.
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"Lord, we know what we are, but know
not what we may be.! Ophelia blurted
that out in Act IV of Shakespeare's
"Hamlet”. That was before the demented,
old girl opened a coffeehouse on Duval
Street,

The organization i1s eight months old
now. We know what we are. Very simply,
we're part of ''he Movement. o Jjive.
It's a gruelling push uphill: grunting,
laughing, spitting, cursing, sweating -~
but always moving uphill to what we want
to think is a cleaner, saner place to
live, work, and play.

We have no idea what we may be, Tt
we know what we are., We're struggling to
erase tne polarization and paranoia, the
misunderstanding that compounds the hate.
how? I'm not sure.

I have an idea, though. Ophelia's is
becoming an active force in this island
community. We proved to be an active
force last winter - a genuine social
foree, actually.

We got the kids to play ball with
the cops. (Softwall. &nd the liayor
piteched a hell of a game!) We anzwered
a lot of problems: bLy giving young peo-

ple an alterinative to drugs withh enter-
tainment and a dose of culture,; or simply
a place to go to get off the streets; oy
initiating a free mini-health clinic to
take care of everything from athlete's
foot to venereal disease; by instituting
2 forum for discussion of any topic -
and I mean any topic; by preparing a
menu of food and drink appealing to the
new lifestyle; by finding employment for
them or a place to crash,.

Fold on now! Let's pause a sec to
dispel some unfortunate rumors. lore
than nalf of our "clients'! this winter
were locals. Young people who have lived
nere on the island for a long time, many
born and raised on the rocl,

And we don't encourage '"longhalrs" to
visit Key West, Quite the contrary, Ue

v*; ‘ﬁf;:kﬂ/ do all we can to keep them moving on.
eﬁﬂﬁj\ = Many of these hip visitors are down and
N 'ww‘ﬁsﬁészﬁf' our when they get nere., They're at rock
OHC ar S pottom or they wouldn't stay. . Our employ-
[W m‘/\«J’/ ment referral service (dealling primarily
- g ST/ N with odd jous) gets them a few tucks to
: : . f,_\ S restore their “eads and their gear to
$<;mmm \f‘\\~\ push on, The medical attention 1lifts
a 0! m (’l\w..m. A their physical and mentzal spirit to
— - _ ! R I "weep truckin'": OQur cafe gets them off
AW “\\\‘~ the street; hence, out of trouble with
_ ‘ W Y the law. Our bulletin board listed 25
: ~ » : Jumping into fhe local politi seene 'N&NNM3 N " separate rides cut of town in the month
Y : = coalition has veen formed To mass together : 5 N\ v 0f Harch.

- John Randolph Stone or "Stoney' as he o § the young, liberal, hlgei, poor, military '

‘ Please beliéve me when I say prac- :
known to many, many Key Westers, took and ecologlsts of the island. This political

tlcally every sunny community on the

«I]U':_'...._ .

2 - ; . . zanizati alls itself the C.0.II.00 part i is 1 ial?) i -
- himself a bride (the lovely Denise) in ?g;g?}f?;;ogrfa%ﬁHirl”i%; W;Ze:°3r" qu??i:% MO tourisg ng}ltﬁff 1s it a %r}al.) is con
a ceremony at Mallory Square recently, L Qg'f”mf: 'Ui.jq"":”:h“_w:ifb‘” . U fronte with ”h‘arueemlHEIS immense pro-

With Qlegsed friends looking on, "Sto- _ ﬁ??: gl?hpﬁ ;h-C£ mee P_Qﬂuaif“g:ﬂ &%Qiﬂ s . . 5 blem, Untll Key West has akgolutlon,‘a

ney" delivers the kiss. ipn_lmg 5 ua;ina. O3 .iey as produced the 1eggl solqt}on, a sane sclution to this

following platform, : 3 ; problem, tphella's will be the stop gap

a vileacure to see Joe Fhym'e newly
itea nouee on Qlivia Street near the

b

[l )
Ecology
I, INVESTIGATE AND ATTACK THE MAJOR POLLUTERS IN THE
AREA: CITY ELECTRIC, THE NAVY DUMP ON FLEMING KEY (THE INCINERATION
OR OPEN BURNING IS ILLEGAL IN THIS COURTY), XEY WEST CITY DUMP, THE
RECYCLING OF LANDFILL, COAST GUARD POLLUTING WATERS WITH OIL WASTE,
TREATMENT OF RAW SEWAGE, ENFORCEMENT OF LANDFILL DREDGING LAWS, IM~
PROVEMENT OF BEACHES T0 INCLUDE MAINTENANCE AND BEAUTIFICATION, TEE
MOSQUITO CONTROIL BQARD SPRAYINGS.
II., FOSTER A PLAN 70 PLANT MORE TREES,
IIT. INSIST THE NAVY BEAUTIFY ITS STORAGE TANK ISLAND,
IV. TIGHTEN UP ENFORCEMENT OF LAWS GOVERNING THE USE
OF HOUSEBOATS., : : ‘
V. INVESTIGATE POSSIBLE THERMAL POLLUTION FROM THE DE-
SALINATION PLANT,
VI. PUSH FOR A GREATER PUBLIC AND OFFICIAL CONCERN WITH
THE FPROBLEM OF LITTERING.

School System
I. INCREASE THE STUDENT VOICE IN THE SYSTEM.
II. LEARN JUST WHAT SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS ACTUALLY DO
AND WHAT THEY ACCOMPLISH.
I¥I. MOVE FOR A MORE ENLIGETENED PUBLIC TO PREVENT A RE-
CURRENCE OF LAST YEAR'S RIOT. e
IV. STRIVE TO UPGRADE THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM AS A WHOLE.

action-.~ the wedge between the sane ap-
proach and total conflict.

iHext season we'll be an even stronger
social force, you wait and see. HNow, it's
summer though. Whew! .We can spend more
time with the anxious, restléss high
school crowd.

But more important, we're into a
voters! registration drive that just -may
shock some of the old-timers. (For the
“Fangla Desh"™ movie concert alone we gar-
nered 61 new registrants within a week.)
The nigh school "activists" are partici~-

- pating in a telephone canvas beginning in

July to hit every home with a call in-
quiring ahbout new registrants - young and
old, .
We'lre treaking down into precincts .
soon to blanket every home in the city
with a newsletter - five or six of them
at intervals. It depends -on how many is-
sues we want to get into, how much infor-
niation the general putlic needs to kKnow
about their rights to vote, the ecologi-

graveypard, It siows what a little paint : cal situation, the political "order of
and imagination can do for a Coneh cot- V. DEMAND A CLOSER WORKING RELATIONSHIP WITH THE COM- bvattle", and just what candidates coming
% vage, MUNITY COLLEGE. : . ' up for election in September, OctolLer,

County Commissioner "Billy' Freeman pick--
ed up a hammer for the First time and
butlt this handsome arbor on the side of
his Eaton Street residence, "Eilly” de-
stgned, built, and painted it.

FPormerly ecalled "The Black Hole of Cal-
eutta” by Saeriff Brown, the county Jail
nas finally been air conditioned, paint-
ed, angd adequately lighted. It is one
nell of a lot nicer than it used to be.
Tne Sheriff (pictured above), who work-
ed hard to get the Jail fized up, now
refers to 1t as "Brown's Motel,

Yes, 1t 1is possible to design and build

a house in 0ld Key West without it be-
ing an architectural disaster. This charm-
ing little house was designed by Danny
Stirrup for Mrs, Pell on Baker's Lane.

“Blaeck and Poor People

Young Feople ' ‘ ‘
I. DRIVE FOR A GREATER ACCEPTANCE OF THE NEW LIFE-
STYLE QF THE YOUNG, INCLUDING THE TRANSIENTS AND DROP-QUTS.
: : Ir., SEEXK HOUSING OR CAMPGRQUNDS FOR YOUNG VISITORS.
III. PUSH FOR GREATER EMPLOYMENT OF YOUTH.
IV. INCREASE MEDICAL ASSISTANCE T0O THE YOUNG.
V. ASK FOR MORE COMMUNITY RECREATION FOR YOURG PEOPLE,
VI, DEVELOP A COMMUNICATION CENTER FOR THEHM.

Law Enforcement and the Judlelal System
I. "DEVELOP POSITION FOE BONDING PROCEDURES, PUBLIC
DEFENDER'S SYSTEM, ARREST PROCEDURE (WITH ATTENTION TO EARLY BOHD
HEARINGS), PROPRIETY OF EXISTING LAWS AND ORDINANCES.
II, LOOK INTO JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS.
III. QUESTION TRE POLICE FIREARMS PROCEDURES.
IV.. . INVESTIGATE PAROLE QFFICER POLICY. -~
V. INVESTIGATE JUVENILE LAW PROCEDURES.

I. HELP THE POOR ORGANIZE TO FIND OUT THE PROBLEMS

'AND PRESENT THE PROBLEMS T0O THE CITY AND CQUNTY GOVERNMENTS WITH A

DEFINITE PLAN OF ACTION. : .
I, INSIST UPON GOVERNMENT'S GREATER INTEREST AND ACT-
IVITY WITH HEALTH, WELFARE, RECREATION, EMPLOYMENT AND HOUSING.
III. INQUIRE INTO HOUSING PATTERNS.

and wovemter are "up to date". The
telephor: teams will be in action through-
out this period as well, acking guestions
and answering them, too. :

e have a task forece of wlacks, liber-
als, servicemen, voung people, and oider
ones \sensing a neec of chahge). Certain-
1y we need more help, lots of itl - Alter
all, the more ideas, the-more Issues; the
more workers, the vetter informed the
publie will ve. T

The Movement is upon usl. It's
swinging in the direction of nore
honest candidates, clearer thinkers,
better understanding of the changing
times, = It means giving of yourself a
l1ittle bit to take the strain off of liv-,
ing topether. .

We do need help thougs. You see, we
Know wiat we are and if you want to know,
oo, give us a call or stop by Ophelia's
for a coffee and give us a chance to ax-
nlain your role-in all this. .

We don't know what we may be - that
will be up to you and you and you and
you.,.

by John Young




This Spring there were numerous inci-
ients of racial ‘unrest at Key West High
Sehool. For a while it looked like there
ecculd Le no possible resolution of the
problems the black students felt they
faced at Key West High School. Happily,
however, an extracrdinary series of
meetings took place with selected black
ard watte students and members of the
administration,

The following is an account of how
ten young black students helped change
the »leak outlook for better black/white
relations at the nigh 3ckool to one of
hopeful promice.

0n the morning of April 26, we at-
tended a meeting of the Human Resources
Development Study Committee at the Mon-
roe Ccunty Hospital. Youngman and Travis
of the Department of Community Affairs
Division of wcomomic Opportunity had
come down from Tallazhassee to organize
this committee to study the needs of
the people of Monroe County. Among
those present were various local offi-
cials, agency representatives from
Key VWest, and private citizens. There
was, however, an unexpected group at
the meeting. Approximately forty black
fign school students were there,

“neir spokesman, HMrs sarvys Washing-
ton, announced that the. students were
holding a meeting that afternoon at
Douglas Sehiool and invited the men from
Tallahassee to attend.

We went to the meeting that after-
noon, at wnich time tne students ex-
plained that there had been-a walkout
0y LU blaek students at Xey West High
School that morning. Lhey went on to
tell avout the events at the high schoeol
leading up to the walkout and about the
students inavllity to communicate with
the administration. After hearing the
students' grievences, Mr. Youngman .of-

- Téred to mediate nepotlations between

the studénts and kr. nenrique., Super-
intendent of Schools, IF the students
agreed to return tO classes the Tollow-
ing day.

“ne students agreed to do this and
ciiose ten representatives to partici-
pate in tne negotiations. COnce the
ten were chosen, it was announced,
"Lveryone who 1s not a student plezse
leave®! We knsw that included us,imy
wife and 1 were sitting in on the
meeting) but we wanted to stay and
help the ten get organized for the
negotiations.

Wwe wsht to Mrs. Washington, who led
the meeting, and told her we wanted to
help. She agreed to let us stay, perhaps
since it was easier than thiouwing us out.

The group of students, only two or
three of whom we had met previously, de-
cided to meet later that evening to pre-
pare their list of demands,

Trnat evening, the entire atmosphere
nad changed, “They had been angry, out-
speken and confident In the afterncon
meeting. 7They had legitimate .gripes and
were zddressing them to somecone who might
help---the group from Tallahassee. iow,
within the few hours that had passed,
thev had second thoughts. They had cop-
ieg of the eternal list cf demands-- a
1ist wnich nad pteen presented to the
sehool board, the school administration,
and the faculty for almost three years
rnow. It had ceen presented by students,
young adults, and respected members of
the community. All with no consequence.
And now here they were--the same stu-
dents with the same demands, preparing a
presentaticn for the same pecple.

One ¢f the black students walked
slowly up to the bklackboard and wrote:
"BLACK POWER IS A GUm THAT HAS YET TQ
EE FIRED". He wandered back to his chair
and stared at the flbor. Apparently, he
nad ne ammunition.

Mrs. Washington started the meeting,
telling the students that they needed to
get their demands down smooth and be pre-
pared to present them to ¥r. Henriguez.
The students replied with, "We've been
rapping with him for three years on
these demands, he's not going to listen
now" and "We'lre tired of talking--we want
action!i"

They argued back and forth for a cou-
ple of hours.  Susan and I had nothing to
say. It wasn't our place to tell them

-what to do. However, the three black

adults, Mrs, Washington, Mrs. iMolton, and
Mr, Ward argued in favor of the negotia-

tions. The discussion seemed endless.
until Mrs. Molton stood up and =maid: (as
best as I remember) "You guys are the
biggest talkers and the loudest complain-
ers in the school. ilow you've got a
chance to do something and you won't take
it! I know that these discussions have
never worked before, and they may not
vork this time, but you've got to try!
If you don't negotiate, what are you
going to do? Go ahead! Refuse to negoti-
ate! That's what thev want you to do!
If you refuse this time, you'll never get
anotiher chance. 'Then the school admini-
stration can say, 'We tried, but the stu-.
dents wouldn't talk.' +iils may be the
last chance you'll have, so take it!"

the fellowing night ir. Youngman came -
to speak to the students to explain how
the negotiations would proceed. He had
one message to give them: “When you
negotiate, don't demand anything. Present
the issue that you are cong¢erned with and
your proposal fTor the solution of that
issue,"

"PDLMAND!Y  YPROPOSALIM

These two words threw the entire
croup, into turmoil once arain, "We're
tirsd of beggling! We're not proposdng
anything--we're demanding the things we
want!'" one student said, "The word
'proposal! won't even fit into my mouth,"
said another. Again Mrs. Holton and HMrs.
Washington chastized the students:
"Are you going to blow this chance over
one stuplid werd?" After about an hour of
arguing the students agreed to use the
word proposal instead of demand. Even
though they had agreed, the students were
still not in the proper frame of mind.
OUne student summed up the feeling of the
group when he said, "Alright, I'll say
proposal, but I mean demand!"” )

]
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One of the students had seen us use
the technique of "role-playing" (acting
out a sltuation in order to ses how
others will react to what you say, there-
by enabling one to better prepare himselfl)
o1 a previous occasion. He suggested that
someone play Henriquez, someone play '
Youngman, someone play the white students,
and they could present their proposals as
they would in the negotiations.

It nad been stressed that they would
be negotlating with Henriguez and that
they must ve careful not to argue with
the white students. It was important
that the students, black and white, pre-
sent a united front so that the admini-
Stration would not say that the students
argued among themselves and therefore
Wwere not prepared to negetiate meaning-
fully.

Above all, the message was,  “Be
cool." the students pegan the mock
negotiations sometimes accidently saying,
"We demand" at which time '"lMr. Henriquesz”
would fire-back, "Yow're not demanding
anything from me, friend,”

they also found that some of their
proposals were not so easy to defend un-
der pressure. ‘“hey modified some, elim-
inated others. Susan, playing the part
of the wnite student, constantly chided
them (something that never happened
guring the actual negotiations). At one
point whnen the students wesre proposing
that the administration hire a black
counselor, Susan sald, "You don't need a
black counselor, the white students can't
identify with a biack counselor.® One of
the students argued a long defense of the
black counselor until tihat student real-
ized that she was arguing with a "white
student” - a violation of the number one
rule ' ;

From then on, their entire attitude
was changed. Instead of the ploomy,
depressed attitude that had prevailled
earlier, they were now énthusiastic and
confident. Every day they met to revise
their proposals, practicing thelr presen-
tations, and refine their wording.

Finally, the big day arrived. Ve
drove some of the students to the Florida
rneys Memorial Hospital where the negotia-
tions were te take place. Up nntil that
time, Susan and I did not realize that we
would not be able to attend the negotia-
tions, as they would be closed meetings,
We left the students, the "Ten kids" as
we had begun to call them--confident that
they could handle themselves.

The negotiations began at the hospi-
tal, and the intense preparation the
black students had been througn really
paild off. Each student had a copy of the
list of proposals and each was armed with
what he was going to say. It seemed that
Mr. Henriquez was visably impressed with
the students. He had met with these
same students many times before and had
been greeted with hot tempers, firev
rhetoric and non-negotiatable demands.

This time 1t was remarkably different.
Everyone was cool and confident. The stu-
dents were well prepared and ready to
negotiate.

The negotiations lasted over a week
with over forty hours of actual meetings.
“here was noarguing and no hot tempers.
Many of the black students' proposals,
such a8 the black counselor and emphasis
of black studies, were fully supported
by the white students.

flot only did the students get every-
thing they asked for, but thelr efforts
may have a rtate-wide impact. ‘''here is
talk that Mr. Henriquez, as a result of
the successful negotiations, may suggest
this process as a state-wide policy for
settlement of issues between students
and adminlistrations of high schools.

All of the agreements reached in the
negotiations were ratified - & vast maj-
ority of the nigh school students. The

>

(Seated 1. to n., Xeith Finder,

Saunders, Fatl Welters. Standing
Arnetv Hayes, D
Clayton Lepes,
Cagamayor, and

same afternoon the agreements were pre-
sented to the Poard of ublic Instruc-
‘tion by iir. Henriquez. 'The agreements
were valiantly defended by bir. Henriquez,
as he refused to have the agreements

"set aside for later consideration" as
was suggested by one school board member.
Mr. Henricuez, who had been cautious
about entering the negotiations, answered

-the questions of the school board members

and would not be pub down, nor would ue
let the hard work of the students go Tor
naught.

After some discussion, the board
voted unanimously fto accept the agree-
ments,

As a result of their hard work, both
before and during the negotiations, the

~students showed that this ~Black Power”

was not necessarily a power of guns, but
w&s a positive power of young people
working together for a common cause.

Susan and Lonny Mikul are VISTA
Volunteers serving in Key West. [They
are working with the Pool and Cultural
Assoeiation (PACA) to try and re-open
the Community Pool. In addition, their
responsibilities include all of Key West,
particularly the predominantly bLlack
"west of Whitehead" area. Ihe Mikule
assigted the 10 black students in gre-
paring for the negotiations with Mr,
Henriquez, mediated by Riechard Youngman.
They are white.
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BLACK SKIMMER

Thurlow Weed
Key West Naturalists!'

Society

The Black Skimmer - Rynchops nigra -
is a water bird of tropical and temperate
America, breeding along the Atlantic and
Gulf cecasts of the United States. It
spends the winter from the Gulf coast
down into Central America.

Tt is 16 to 20 inches long - about
the size of the biggest of the terns,
to which it is related. As the name
suggests, there is a lot of black on it,
mostly on top and at the tip of the ama-
zing bill,

Skimmers maKe no nest. They turn
gound in the sand a few times to rub a
shallow depression, and lay the eggs
directly into this hollow without fur-
ther preparation, as the Least Tern
does. Nesting 1is done on exzposed sand-
vars or shorelines. When the new bird
hatches, 1ts bill is not so amazing.

As the bird grows, so dods the bill.
But the lower madible grows more than the
upper one, with the result that the ma-
gre Skimmer's bill has a lower Jjaw an
inch or so longer thanr the upper jaw.
do other bird has such a structure on
its face. The translation of the scien-
tifiec name is "black beak-faced".

There is more. Both ma:i.dibles are
thin and ¥nife-l1ike, like deep V's.

They come togeiihezr edgewise (as opposed
to flat, as a duck's bill) with one V
inverted upon the other,

What does the Skimmer do wlth such

a2 pili? - It-skims,

The bird flies just above the water's
surface with its mouth open and the lower
actually immersed., When it strikes some-
Hng edible (a small fish), it snaps its
seak shut and its head down, swallows

_instantly, and goes on skimming with no

break in the rhythm.

While skimming, the bird flies at a
good 2U miles per hour, which in still
water leaves a long and exceedingly
nrarroy wake of almost parallel lines.,

Sometimes they plow a furrow, wheel
4p and around, settle back, and re-plow
she same furrow from the other direc-
zion. This leads to the theory that
the idea is to skim off minnows attrac-
sed by the alsturbance of the first
rass, ~But more often they seem to draw
their long straight lines at random.

On a calm morning, the hiss of the
2111 cutting the water is clearly audi-
2le, punctuated by the occasional clap-
>ing shut of the mandibles.

Skimmers often skim unbelievably
shallow water (an inch or two deep) and
yerilously near the shore - sometimes
vithin three inches of dry sand., But
shelr control is so complete, even at
U miles per hour, that it is passing
rare to see one collide with the bot-
som,

Colloguial names for the Skimmer are:
Cutwaber, Scissorbill, and Shearwater.

They are just as good at flying as
their relatives, the Terns, but with a
different style. Although they are not
nwowerful birds, their movements are calm
and graceful - even appearing reasoned
and deliberate - when compared with the
Terns, which give the appearance of rest-
less, busy activity.

But for all their grace and control
in the air, on land the Skimmers seem
clumsy and awkward. The long wings fold
sogether across the back like mal-adjus-
sed scissors. The legs are extremely
short and the feet are tiny, the entire
toe span béing about the size of a dime.
‘This means that when they attempt to
iwalk the result is a lurching waddle.

They are gregarious birds, and
There ¢ne is, many others are too.

Wnen at’ rest tney bunch up in patches
on sandbars and exposed mudflats, all
Tacing into the wind, ‘

To 'see Skimmers skimming -~ or just
3itting bunched up -~ go to the abandoned
salt ponds near the airport. They can
also be seen late at night from Mallory
Dock, skimming the channel.
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Key West you are a biteh

A lady of the night,

I shut you cut when I cane

But each day you come to me

Showing me some previouc facet of my Life
That you, too, possess,
You are a eowaos»te of
have been

And you don't let me Forget

You are winding your way into
Hy heart and Zz Fe

And - in spite o? myself - I am
Beginning to ‘Zirt with you.

ho knows? Perkaps I'17 be your
Lover yet.

everywhere I

Thomas

Naney S.

would be 50710%0[ to extend
a dhscount of twenty Epercent to you
now thri september badd
or

t what west needs :
another ﬁatﬂer 56@7

the aret Street
ﬁat tie turté kranls

%

araurw[ the corner Jrom
the treasure .sﬁ?}?

\
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July and August are Spanish
During these months, the Ipanish Lime
trees bear an abtundance of this delicious
frult. There are other trees bearing
fruit during this time, but the Spanish
Lime falls to tha: province of the kids.

Remember your firs:t Spaniskh Lime? - it
was sort of sour and yet sweet, too. Those
guys too impatient teo wait for the fruit
to fully ripen would eat the light yellow
and the small ones; rememver the pucker
your face made when you first tried to
eat the early Spanlish Limes? Imagine eat-
ing a RKey Lime laced with bitters and
baking soda and you might come e¢lose to
the taste of tie early Spanish Linme,

It was important to knew when each
Tree near your house would produce ripe
fruit and also to know that different
trees produced different tasting fruit.
I will attempt to analyse the methods
used by the kids to select, pick, eat
end sell the frult and the best ways of
obrtaining them.

The very best way to start was to see
wiileh trees your gang could secure pick-
ing rights to, and then determine when the
tree would ripen. While walting for a
chosen tree you would check the community
trees for limes.

In our neighborhood, the community
trees pipened earlier than the secured
or chosen ones. This gave our neighbor-
hood group of kids an edge. %We could raid
the community trees for limes to sell
and eat off the chosen trees at our con-
venience.

I was a fat kid who weighed half a ton
s0 nobody would stand under the tree when
I climbed. They were afraid that I would
fall and sguash them,

Now I come to the meat of the problem
about cleaning a tree,

One or two guys stay on the ground and
two go up high into the branches. One of
the Ttree climbers is small and light -
nis job is to shinny out on the skinny
limbs and pick the fruit there (somehow
I never gqualified for that job).

The guys in the tree eat and plick at
the same time, one for me, one for you,
two for me, one for you, etec. The guys on
the ground were catching and eating, the

same way the guys in the tree were. About . -

half the picked limes wound up in the
selling baskets,

The guys on the ground had an important
Jjob of cateching falling branches of limes
because any that fell and hit the ground
would usually split open and be no good
for sale, The other jobs of the ground
crew were spotting prime branches for the
climbers, harrassing them to hurry up and
throw down the limes - the more .talk, the
less eating the profits ~ and finally the
job of a general clean-up of the area when
done,

Another job was to help break the fall
of anyone who fell from the high tree

Lime menths.

guage and that 1s

Lranchi2g - you can see why no one wanted
me to climb!
In every good grcoup of tree climbers

you need one climber who is also a taster
It is well known that not only do different
trezz have different tastes, but certain
areas of the tree taste better than other
areas of the same tree. Thepge spots.
to vary year to vear in the same tree. I
presume that the rainfall has something
to do with this fact but I know the pickers
get the juiciest and the sweetest and the
CUubOmePb get the rest.

here 1s one “agic word in Conch lan-
Ydoubles", Dourles are
twin Spanish Limes formed around one seed,
sort of a Siamese twin of the lime world.
But these seldon heard words are covered
cver by the screams of "triples”, again
the same strange formation, only this

tine in triplicate.

"Doubles" are supposed to be the. sweet-

" est, most heavenly fruit you can eat.

"Triples" are unnameable delights.

I'11 tell you of the year of the
"doubles" and how every friend I had bhe-
came an enemny.

Extremely heavy rains caused first the
community trees to erupt in "doubles®,
then our chosen trees did the same. First
our pickers discovered this bonanza, and
not only wouldn't share it, but they
wouldn't let us up into the tree uatil
all the “"doubles” were picked, and, then,
to my sorrow, they took ALL of them home
to their refrigerators. Of course the
plckers gave us the regular Spanish Limes,
but who could eat just plain old limes
whnen "doubles" were to be had.

Soon our select or chosen trees were
due to be picked when my friend discovered
"doubles" there. After cleaning the tree
of the "doubles" my friend, my dear friend -
who would not share one "double" from his
tree -~ let us have the rest. Again what
poor fare is a single lime when the tree
ambrosia of “doubles" was within reach,.

Finally the last tree was due and my
neighbor said that I could pick the tree

for myself., I was captaln of my fate -
‘my own tree to clean of "doubles", per-
‘haps "triples"! :

Viell, it was a sad day when I climbed
that tree, There were so very few "doubles!
oh, maybe a dozen, but certalnly not like

”those other trees.

. I flgure that this was indeed an ironic
and cruel fate but perhaps it could teach
us all a lesson - namely, if you have a
Spanish Lime tree with "doubles" don't
tell anyone, just eat them all yourself.

(Unless you need help, then find some
fat kid who doesn't climb trees very well
and make his summer by sharing your
ildoubles", ’

by Ray Daniels
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