GROWING UP IN KEY WEST

by

Virgil "Freckles"™ Higgs
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: was an old iee plant down there too., Said
m'mmmmomnmntm. His age is now 66, but fenls like
he's 40,

He worked on the reilroad in Sugarloaf. Had to lie about his age
to get hired, though, He told them he was 21 but was only 17. He helped
railroad ties, stej also worked around the light

"1 use ny grandpa when I was 12 or 13, 'sed
to do some cocking, He taught me lots of things about fishing for cre-
fish and lobster. Almost every boy growing up in Key West hung arcund the
boats a lot--either working or just for fun. Pound to learn scmething that
way. Then, after warking on the railroad, I went back fishing with my
grandad again, Was probably 18 or 19 then, I'd cook somef TISH That we oF &W
caught and then walk up and down the street and sell them for § and 10¢
apiece, New they charge $1.25 a pound unocoocked.

"e'd go out to waters about 30 to 40 ft, deep from sunrise to
sundown sometimes, We liked to cateh Jewfish and catch turtles. We
liked to catch the turtles bare handed, Remember we'd have to put up
a good fight sometimes to eatch those Jewfish,

"During WPA days, I worlled with the airways when they started down
here, Sometimes they used carrier pigeons when the radics were too heavy,
Also worked on wredkdng boats. These wera used to rescue people who were
on boats that were maroomed or having troubles,

"Remenber when we go fishing for sponges. We'd go cut where
y Haven is now and bring in 18 to 20 bunches, There were probably
sponges on each bunch, You'd have to let them dry good and
them, That was a job. The sponging industry used to be
here but some kind of a fungus start eating them so it kind of
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Ervin Higgs, "Preckles® scn, added a note that he remerbered his
crawfished with a preservation point of view. !e rererbered his
plaking up fermles and if she had eggs, he threw it back into the
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"Catching small erawfish is against the law, although some think
the smaller cnes should be caught and let the older omes do the breeding,
But, it doesn't take long for the smaller ones to grow and breed,

"Turtles don't seem to be caught as big anymore. Remember when
we'd catch three; that was a whole load. We used to sell a lot of turtles,
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a 300 to 400 1b, fish in 55 minutes,
mother was from Xey West,

father came to ¥ey West as a young man,
T was brought up on Johnnyecake and can

Alley.
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TawWemuaodtobnmatutclminxmm. He was called "Cigar™
or "Cimhi;.m Willie™, You'd see him after work sitting around with a Blanket
around

"There just isn't a place to figh around anymore, T had the best
fish in Key West back when I - « My fish T sold was strictly
fresh., Anything that T felt 1't real fresh, I wouldn't sell it. Would
throw it away. Paople who'd duwnfmﬁzewwﬁwmldummto
mferﬂmirfinhmitmﬁnbmmdﬁmd\emst. I had a big busi=
m&mhmdi@'tmllyuhalotofwbemaﬁ\mmmnwhmu.

of re

- latives here, There are a lot of
Higgs in Xey Vest, I'vehadaewdli!einxey%st.lotsoffﬂmds.mda

(Mrs. Mary Malone and Mr, Higgs son, Frvin, assisted with
this interview, Pmiamofﬂutapaoouldmtbemdur-
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