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THE CUBAM CLUR
Arpado M'PAJum Borges, and Gabriel Cutierres, 1476

Calo b
frelia edu'md Yorma Permer interviewed these gantlemsn, patting
their stories recorded under the Chalrmanehip of s, Mary Malone,

14 Ainits IR hopan b Salling Dis ‘age OF My e was e
Tampa, lie came to Hey West at the age of 7,

e, Juan Borgas: 78 and barn in Hey Vest,

M, Gabriel Gutierrez: 77, and born in Tampa. Came to ¥ey Wast at

the age of 3,
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Mo, Barn: The Firet Cuban Club esbsineted=iy WS, 451312, Duva \ o F.
mmmwmmjoinmﬁminhmyanmim—
anpecially Cubsan residents, and sstabliszh a fee quota of 75¢ a week
mid\mmtakac%wdﬂtwbim, mdicine, and childhirth for the
wife, The pregent building wae Mouduroted in Octeber \920

Sa.\an.s G-g.rd-\.a.

The recraation department was downataire and it was run by
Mr, ssessoecned it also had a bar but it did not have a Wim until
itmmdmthemtlmttmﬂmmmmmfmnn
boxer-=3a bexey who hit Proadway; his name was Pate
m!ndim Ve waa the only man mwxmmmmmum "‘mm

he elup Was o preaursor of Medisare. When dntor_s

E¥oyped Brnaking: manigrs far tha Smdilavmg Godd Ay ¥he

E{-\w\o ‘\\:.\n-. \mcm‘o‘rekt? c\.ru pred To ahout 20. The Yutld ¢y

v:e.b and mar\W_and was 8ol in \a246. \t ts\on.w\s rewod
CAdme “?Pofessmnm\ \au.\l&lh.g. g v
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Then came a Chess Champion, (names not understandable) and others who
Tampa to become & pool shark,
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The dances were very colorful and the women ware so beautiful, Zin~
that group were beautiful Cuban girls with black eyes and black hairj there
were also in that group beauties like the Peterson girl, the lLeminhan girl,
and Those Arerdcan girls that were very beautiful,

There were 2000 menbers at that timej this has declined to 32 at the
present time,

MR, GQUTTERREZ: I remember when I used to dance over there; it was
a little diffarent than today. [veryone was dressed upi we'd start with the
Grand Mareh and then evervbody would get their partmer and start dancing.
Before you would go in, though;.you'd get a program with a tassle on it with
the name of the Ranil, 'ﬂmmlirmmﬂgismmn@mdﬁwmto
maybe 20, So, you'd get lined up with all the girls you wanted to dance with
'd mark your tally, and the girl would mark hers on the same linej each
hand 1d stop, you'd know who you were going to dance with the
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used to danoe waltzes, two-steps, fox trots, things like that,
would have a dance onoe a wonth free of charge to the memberas
special dances too. Rerenber especially the flower dances; the
be all decorated inside with flowarse—very beautiful. Mr, Para
a lot of the flowers for the decorations (he said he was
Mbyhiﬂ'm)o

We used to pay 35 - 50¢ to get in to a dance. The girls mostly
14 not come without a chaperone. T remerber their mothers used to ait
aromd waiting and watching and when it was over, thay'd take the girls
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MR, BORGES: Told sbout moving the Cuban Club to its present
location in 1918, They needed larger quarters. The present club is
of two buildings put togsither,

The By-laws of the present Club=-made in 1921 and were incorporated
with the State of Florida, This was for protection/ §tatfoubles.
It assured merbership and stability and guarantee. The policies were the
same in the new Club as were established in the 01d Club,

The sick benefits for mewbers were very esconomicali a member used

to pay 25¢ a week for, doctor, medicine, and dentist.m And, if the laddes
paid 25¢, thay were entitled to childbirth and medical ecare, The last
doctor that we had was Tr. DePoo and Dr, Cobo was the last dentist,
I, DePoo told me it was imposaible to take care of all the merbers as well
as his other clients, Some abuses were being made; some pretended to be sick
when they weren't; they'd take the medicine to the family. The doctor imew
this 80 he had to ask for his resignation to be acoepted.

Socialized medicine was criginated at the Cuban Club, Although other

countries and cities claim that title, it is not true, 1 say that because T
have made my own survey in different parts of the coumtry,
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In reading part of the by-laws, it says: "“embers paying for receipt
at the time, not being able to attend their daily work,

: for 80 days, and £1.00 per day thereafter until °

entirely r:cmud. Besides this benefit, they will be entitled to medical
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Mr, Juan Borges was a collector along with three others: Fddie Gomen, Jr,,

Juan Marcus, anxd Foger Bolita, Mr, Borges said: "We each had our routese-

about 300 merbers eachi by the time I started collecting, the price hal gone up

a day and we took the money to o

- 32 $ they arve charged $3,00

a month but the only benefit we have today is the death fit, That is $300,
e beliave now that we 8111 lose the Ghan Club, 'r, Para added that

in the State of Florida now, the Quban Club {s not able to get insurance.

Mr, Borges: In the past years while the Cuban Club hss been declining
in menbevahip, the cigar makers have donated funds to asslist in keeping it up,
The a= donated a renth's selary for its upkeep.

ey gar e rs

The cigar makers donated a cuban flag for the Cuban Club (fer the

revolution),
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ey to continte the revelution in Cuba, He did this in Ney West, Tampa,
Jagksonville, and to the ciger makers in Yew York, From there, he went to

and met Teddy Foomevelt in Washington. The firlendship was made
and Teddy Roosevelt gnarenteed cooperation, in the revolution, which he
henored, and eventually invaded Cuba with his rough riders, and beat the
Spaniards cut, In 1898, Cuba got its freedom. A Cuban flag was piven to
each cigarmaker by Martique himself, and each cigarmaker donated 108 of their
salary to the came of the revolution.
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Mp, Borgess Mr, » tried to fly a plare from ey Vest to
Cuba and stated if he wes successful, he would donate $200 to the Cuban Cludb,
He wap successful and flew back to Yay Yest and denated his $200, ‘There is
a morument dedicated to him at the Yey West International Adrport.

{Abonit one rinute at the end of the tape was not undarstandable),
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