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ASSISTED LIVING

150 N. Douglas Street

Ripon •  920-748-7300

AUTO LOANS

1175 W. Fond du Lac
Ripon

748-5336

Lower Your 
Monthly Payments!

Match or BEAT your current rates.

All loans subject to approval by GRCCU. Membership eligibility required.

CBD

Ripon
CBD Store

®

Y
O

U
R

301 Watson St., Ripon
www.riponnaturals.com

EQUIP. RENTAL

FLOORING

W704 Hwy. 23 | Green Lake

920.294.6471

G R E E N  L A K E

FLOORING &
CABINETRY
G A L L E R Y

S H O W R O O M  N O W  O P E N

SERVICE • REPAIR
NEW INSTALLATION/CONSTRUCTION

831 W. Fond du Lac St. 
Ripon • 920-239-4307

Your ad would 
look great HERE!

Your ad belongs  
HERE! Call today!

Advertise 
here for 
less than 

$7 a week!

GARAGE DOORS

Sales, Service and Installation of 
Garage Doors and Door Operations

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • FARM

1112 N. Douglas St., Ripon • 920-748-5000

Dr. Stephan Eiler
Dr. Jessica Davis
Dr. Bradley Foss

644 W. Oshkosh St., Ripon 
920-748-6122 | HillsideDentalRipon.com

DENTISTRY EYE CARE

113 Watson St., Ripon
Phone: 920-748-2676
Fax: 920-748-5105

Dr. Randall Zieth & Dr. Victor Roeder III

Run Your 
Ad HERE 

Every Week In 
Both Papers!

FUSION
Heating & Cooling, LLC

Service • Install • Sales • Preventative Maintenance

24-Hour Emergency Service • 920-896-0016

1212 W. FOND DU LAC ST.

Heat things up with some 

DIGITAL MARKETING! 

Call us today  

to learn more!

Commonwealth

Ripon     re    

920-294-0102

Green Lake

&

$10 off
any

scheduled
service!
expires 4/30/2020

W1287 N Lawson Drive
Green Lake

M-F 7:00-5:00 • 920-294-0102

At Your Service Business Guide

Chris’ Floral & Gifts

All In One

FUSIONFull Service Rental Center

Full Service Lawn & Garden 

Dealership - sales, service, & rentals

456 N. Douglas St. • Ripon
(920) 748-3100

MODERN RENTALS INC.MODERN RENTALS INC.

HARDWARE STORE

• Expert Tips & Advice

• Brands You Love

• FedEx & UPS Shipping

• Fax Services

Ripon • 920-748-3360

Wautoma • 920-787-4911

Mon.-Fri. 7am - 8pm; Sat. 7am-6pm; Sun. 8am-4pmMon.-Fri. 7am-7pm; Sat. 7am-6pm; Sun. 8am-4pm

CONSTRUCTION

Tim’s Drywall  
& Plastering

Remodeling, New Construction,
Pressure Washing, & Painting

Timothy Post - Owner/Operator

262-224-8626 • post_tim@ymail.com

W1002 State Rd 23/49, Green Lake, WI

JEWELRY

SIGNS

600 E. OSHKOSH ST., RIPON

748-6198 • diedrichjewelers.com

Jewelry Repair • Appraisals

HEATING/AC

920-748-3017

Run Your  
Ad HERE  

Every Week!
Call us at 

920-748-3017.

Now & Then in Ripon ...  Looking back with the Ripon Historical Society

Old safe found in the basement of Headliners Limited
Several Now & Then articles 

have shared what have been 
found in the basements of Ripon 
businesses.  

Recently, the Ripon Histori-
cal Society received a call about 
an old safe and adding machine 
found in the basement of Head-
liners Limited, a hair salon lo-
cated at 123 Blackburn St.  

The Headliners building 
was built  by 
Elaine Briese 
(1917-2011.)  
Br iese  g rew 
up in Fairwater 
and graduated 
f r o m  R i p o n 
High School in 
1935. She then 
attended beauty 
school in Mil-
waukee.   

Starting in 
1937, Briese 
w o r k e d  f o r 
28 years as a 
beautician and 
operated a yarn 
shop inside the 
Ripon Beauty 
Shop at  508 
Watson St. It 
was owned by 
Belle Pickard 
(1888-1972). 
B r i e s e  a l s o 
rented a room from Pickard and 
lived upstairs from the beauty 
salon. This building is now 
the main museum of the Ripon 
Historical Society.

After Pickard closed the sa-
lon in 1965, Briese built her own 
beauty salon at 121 Howard St., 
called “Elaine’s Beauty Shop” 
and Briese lived in the apart-
ment above the salon.  

Needing additional parking 
space, she built a new salon 
building at the corner of Black-
burn and Scott streets, which 
opened in the fall of 1969.  To 
build this salon, Briese razed the 
Ripon Hotel which then stood 
on that specific land.  

A sign on the exterior read 

in script, “Elaine’s Coiffures, 
Gifts.” This new 3,000-square-
foot building housed her beauty 
shop, gift shop and a rental 
office space first occupied by 
the stock brokerage of Phillip 
Haengsgen representing West 
America Securities Inc. Briese 
lived in the second-floor apart-
ment. 

The safe found in the base-
ment of Head-
liners has the 
n a m e  G . F . 
Horner written 
on it. Gustavus 
Francis Horner 
(1840-1919) 
came from one 
of the early pi-
oneer families 
to Ripon. 

His father, 
J o h n  S c o t t 
Horner (1802-
1883), named 
R ipon  a f t e r 
the family’s 
a n c e s t o r i a l 
home of Ri-
pon, England.  
Although born 
in Wisconsin, 
Horner lived 
with his ma-
ternal grand-
mother out east 

until he was 13 years old.  
He then came back to the 

Ripon area in 1854 and the next 
year was a student at Ripon Col-
lege (then known as “Brockway 
College.”)  He worked for a 
grocer and then went into the 
wheat and produce business 
until 1878. He was then clerk 
for the city and municipal court 
for 10 years.   

The door of the safe reads 
“Barnes Safe & Lock Company 
of Pittsburg, PA,” which opened 
in 1870.  The safe has no “h” 
on the end of Pittsburgh which 
helps to date it.  Pittsburgh 
added an “h” to the end of its 
city name in 1911, dating the 
safe between 1870 and 1911. 

However, in looking at Horner’s 
age, one can speculate that the 
safe dates from the 19th century. 
The adding machine is circa 
1910, patented by Charles Wales 
and produced by the Adder Ma-
chine Co. 

Horner’s father had a home 
located at 336 Scott St., just a 
few blocks east of the current 
day Headliners salon. In 1870, 
Horner built a new home for 
himself at 406 E. Jackson St. on 
land given to him by his father. 

This house also was occupied 
by his son, Gustavus B. Horner 
(1878-1960.) Gustavus started 
The Horner Agency in 1931, 
selling insurance.  In looking at 
Ripon telephone directories this 
business was located at “Scott & 

Public Square” from 1931 until 
1946.  Then in 1947, the agency 
was first run out of an out build-
ing next to the Horner home at 
406 E. Jackson St. and then out 
of the home itself.  

Anne Horner Calden (1901-
1988) was a graduate of Ripon 
College and lived in her great 
grandparents’ home at 336 
Watson St. She was a teacher 
before working for her father as 
an insurance agent in the family 
company and then she took over 
the agency in 1960.  

Calden later sold the agency 
to Russell Troudt (1934-1998). 
Troudt was a 1952 graduate of 
Ripon High School and a 1957 
graduate of Ripon College. He 
worked for The Horner Agency 

since 1960, before purchasing it.  
The insurance agency stayed 

in the home at 406 E. Jackson 
St. until 1962. The 1963 tele-
phone book shows it moved to 
the “Commercial Building” and 
was in this location until 1970.   

The house on Jackson Street 
has been razed and Alliance 
Laundry Systems sits on the 
land it once occupied.   

The Ripon telephone book 
from 1971 shows The Horner 
Agency moving to 121 Black-
burn St., a rental space in the 
now Headliners building.  It 
stayed in this location for ap-
proximately 28 years until 
Troudt passed away.   

The safe and adding machine 
found in the basement of Head-
liners could have been too old 
or too heavy to move when the 
agency closed and left the build-
ing.  Or perhaps the items were 
just forgotten about and sat in 
the basement undiscovered until 
recently. 

Briese’s building at 123 
Blackburn St. was sold in De-
cember of 1987 to Christy and 
Ronnie Hahn, and JoAnne and 
Allen Stibb.  The Hahns bought 
out the Stibbs in November 
1998.  

“When I first purchased the 
building in November of 2000 
Elaine Briese used to stop in,” 
said Kim Mack, who owns 
Headliners Limited. “I wish 
I would have asked her more 
questions.”  

However, the question of 
why the safe was found in the 
basement has been answered 
with the knowledge that The 
Horner Agency once occupied 
part of the building.  

The Ripon Historical So-
ciety is the oldest continually 
operating historical society in 
Wisconsin. It is open Fridays 
and Saturdays 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

For more information follow 
us at Facebook/riponhistory or 
www.riponhistory.org.

THIS SAFE, ONCE owned by Gustavus Francis Horner (1840-1919), 
along with a hand-operated adding machine was recently found in 
the basement of Headliners salon at 123 Blackburn St. submitted photo

THIS PAINTING of Elaine 
Briese, by a noted Ripon artist, 
is on display at the Ripon 
Historical Society, 508 Watson 
St. Briese started in the beauty 
salon business in Ripon in 1937 
and later built another salon 
now found at 123 Blackburn St.  
       submitted photo


