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Now & Then in Ripon e oo LOOking back with the Ripon Historical Society

Honoring the early women who helped shape Ripon

The Ripon Public Library has
launched its 100 Extraordinary
Women of Ripon capital cam-
paign to assist with the renova-
tion of the library entrance and
adjacent circulation and staff
work areas.

The library is asking the
people of Ripon to donate $1,000
to honor a woman who has made
an impact on their life, whether
it be aloved one or in someone’s
memory.

“When women come togeth-
er, extraordinary things can hap-
pen,” the library said.

Because of this, the Ripon
Historical Society wants to look
back at some of the early women
who helped shape Ripon.

There is little written about the
early women settlers of Ripon,
but Joseph Little (1819-1896),
who moved to the Ripon area
just after its founding, mentioned
these women in his writings. His
memories were published later in
the Ripon Commonwealth Press
and then in Sam Pedrick’s 1964
book, “The History of Ripon,
Wisconsin.

“These pioneer women, wives
of the early settlers, were many
of them brought up in homes
of luxury and wealth in the
Eastern states,”
the book noted.
“They were a
brave, coura-
geous and de-
termined class
of women,
quick and eas-
ily adapting
themselves to
the situation,
enduring labor
and hardships
and privations
without mur-
mur or com-
plaint. Happy

resolute and self-denying women
the early settlers are indebted for
much of their prosperity.”

Phebe Ann “Annie”

Strong Clark Starr

Phebe Ann “Annie” Strong
Clark Starr (1824-1904) came
to the Wisconsin Phalanx at
Ceresco (a community now a
part of Ripon) in 1844 with her
parents. In 1847, her brother Na-
than Strong II (1813-1852), left
Ceresco and founded nearby Ber-
lin. Annie had married Temple
Clark in 1847, but divorced him
before marrying William J. Starr
(1821-1879) in 1857. Divorce
was very unusual at this time,
but unlike the rest of the country
divorce was acceptable in the
Phalanx.

Upon her death, she donated
9.5 acres of wooded land adja-
cent to South Woods to the city
of Ripon. This land, known as
“Annie Starr Woods,” is admin-
istered by the South Woods Park
Association.

Margaret Spiers
Dellinger

Margaret Spiers Dellinger
. (1824-1899)
also was one of
the first women
settlers in the
Ripon area. She
also came to the
‘Wisconsin Pha-
lanx at Ceresco
in 1848. She
brought her
3-month-old
daughter and
then gave birth
to the first white
male baby in
Ripon, Daniel
(1850-1929).

themselves,
they made their
homes happy.
To the toil, labor, economy and
good management of these brave,

Dellinger
first lived in the

Phalanx Long
House, which was located near
the present day Ceresco Park on

Union Street.

Her husband, George (1819-
1894), was brought to Ceresco
to repair the Phalanx mill. They
then built a home just east of

Millicent Pedrick

Ripon’s present day City Hall.
Dellinger had seven children.

Millicent Pedrick

Millicent Pedrick (1801-
1885) and her husband, Samuel
Pedrick (1791-1850), along with
their four sons and a daughter
came to Sheboygan, Wis., in
1848.

In April 1849, two of the sons
were sent out to check the area
for a desirable place to settle.
These two were the first pro-
spective settlers to visit David P.
Mapes (1798-1890) at his farm.

Mapes, along with John Scott
Horner (1802-1883), are consid-
ered the co-founders of Ripon.
Horner provided the land and
named the city after his ancesto-
rial home of Ripon England, and
Mapes acted as a promoter of the
new community. Mapes made an
offer for land to the Pedrick fam-
ily and the sons accepted.

Before returning to their
family, who was then staying in
Taycheedah, they built a shack
to house the family. After the
family arrived, they built a more
comfortable house at the south-

east corner of Rotary Square
at 123 Watson St., where Soul
Patina now is located.

At that time, there were only
three buildings in Ripon: the
Ripon House hotel, Northrup’s
Dry Goods store and the Ped-
rick house. The original Pedrick
shack house, called the “Shanty
on the Creek,” became a place to
hold church services and Ripon’s
first schoolhouse.

After Millicent’s husband
died of malaria in their home
on the square in 1850, Pedrick
stayed in Ripon. She is buried
in Hillside Cemetery.

Of her four sons, only Marcel-
lus (1828-1899) stayed in Ripon
and established
family roots.

Philena
Hill

Philena Hill
(1816-1866)
came to Ri-
pon with her
husband, Asa
(1810-1895),
and seven chil-
dren in 1849.

They built
the second home
in Ripon, which
was located on
Blackburn Street. It is believed
that Hill was one of the women
who attended the 1854 meet-
ing to establish the Republican
Party.

Her son, Charles (1851-
1936), was the second white
child born in the new community
of Ripon.

It is believed that the first
sewing machine in Ripon was
owned by Hill. The sewing ma-
chine had been invented in 1846,
and by 1860, 110,000 of these
machines had been sold.

Beverly Thomann’s 1981
book, “When a Woman Wills,
A Narrative History of Ripon,
Wisconsin Women” noted that
Hill, “died when only 50 years

Philena Hill

of age — a pioneer woman who
had produced seven children,
transformed a crude frontier
house into a real home, and
almost daily endured hardship,
danger, and struggle for survival.

“One can only imagine what
strength and courage were hers
as she did her share to build what
is now Ripon.”

When Starr, Dellinger, Ped-
rick and Hill came to the Ripon
area there was not much in the
way of creature comforts.

The 1850s was a period of
growth in the community. Gro-
cery and dry goods stores sprung
up along with a furniture store,
doctors’ offices, attorneys and a
photographer.

The first
train came
through Ri-
pon in 1856,
providing not
only trans-
portation in
and out of the
community,
but also a way
to both re-
ceive and ship
goods.

By the end
of the decade,
wheat was be-

ing shipped from
Ripon at the rate of 350,000
bushels a year.

Ripon College was estab-
lished in 1851, and a ladies de-
partment opened at the college in
1853. Several school houses for
the younger grades were built
during the decade between 1850
and 1860. By 1860, there were a
little more than 2,000 residents
of Ripon.

The Ripon Historical So-
ciety is the oldest continually
operating historical society in
Wisconsin. It is open Fridays
and Saturdays 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

For more information follow
us at Facebook/riponhistory or
www.riponhistory.org.
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The Details Make All the Difference ”§\
150 N. Douglas Street
Ripon - 920-748-7300

Timothy Post - Owner/Operator
262-224-8626 * post_tim@ymail.com
W1002 State Rd 23/49, Green Lake, WI

Tim’s Drywall
& Plastering

Remodeling, New Construction,
Pressure Washing, & Painting

Full Service Rental Center

Full Service Lawn & Garden
Dealership - sales, service, & rentals

' Mobpern RenTALs INc.
MQ 456 N. Douglas St. ¢ Ripon
(920) 748-3100

Sales, Service and Installation of
Garage Doors and Door Operations
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - FARM

1112 N. Douglas St., Ripon ® 920-748-5000

CONSTRUCTION JEQUIP. RENTAL JIGARAGE DOORSIl HEATING/AC JEWELRY
&
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Modern

overhead door

Sctc

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

CONDON TOTAL COMFORT, INC.

920-748-5050

www.CondonTotalComfort.com
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DIEDRICH

JEWELERS

Jewelry Repair « Appraisals

748-6198 - diedrichjewelers.com
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Allloans subject to approval by GROCU. Membership eligibilty required. 920-748-6122 | HillsideDentalRipon.com Fax: 920-748-510% e ExpertTIpS & Advice HERE' Cau today' m

¢ Brands You Love
e FedEx & UPS Shipping
® Fax Services

Ripon - 920-748-3360
Wautoma - 920-787-4911

Mon.-Fri. 7am-7pm; Sat. 7am-6pm; Sun. 8am-4pm

Run Your
Ad HERE

Run Your
Every Week In

Both Papers! Ad HERE
Every Week!

Call us at
920-748-3017,

Your ad would
look great HERE!

FLOORING

GREEN LAKE
E== FLOORING &

CCm CABINETRY

G A LLERY

W704 Hwy. 23 | Green Lake

920.294.6471

FUSION

Heating & Cooling, LLC
Service « Install + Sales* Preventative Maintenance
24-Hour Emergency Service » 920-896-0016

@ rews 1212W.FOND DU LACST.

RAPHIC

SLIGN

& Letter Co., Inc.
920-748-7723

600 E. OsHKosH ST., RIPON

4ress

Heat things up with some
DIGITAL MARKETING!
Gall us today

(R,_ Commonwealth

), 301 Watson St., Ripon
www.riponnaturals.com

920-748-3017

to learn more!




