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ASSISTED LIVING

150 N. Douglas Street

Ripon •  920-748-7300

AUTO LOANS

1175 W. Fond du Lac
Ripon

748-5336

Lower Your 
Monthly Payments!

Match or BEAT your current rates.

All loans subject to approval by GRCCU. Membership eligibility required.

CBD

Ripon
CBD Store

®

Y
O

U
R

301 Watson St., Ripon
www.riponnaturals.com

EQUIP. RENTAL

FLOORING

W704 Hwy. 23 | Green Lake

920.294.6471

G R E E N  L A K E

FLOORING &
CABINETRY
G A L L E R Y

S H O W R O O M  N O W  O P E N

SERVICE • REPAIR
NEW INSTALLATION/CONSTRUCTION

831 W. Fond du Lac St. 
Ripon • 920-239-4307

Your ad  

belongs HERE! 

Call today!

GARAGE DOORS

Sales, Service and Installation of 
Garage Doors and Door Operations

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • FARM

1112 N. Douglas St., Ripon • 920-748-5000

DENTISTRY Run Your 

Ad HERE 

Every Week In 

Both Papers!

FUSION
Heating & Cooling, LLC

Service • Install • Sales • Preventative Maintenance

24-Hour Emergency Service • 920-896-0016

1212 W. FOND DU LAC ST.

920-294-0102

Green Lake

&

$10 off
any

scheduled
service!

expires 4/30/2020

W1287 N Lawson Drive
Green Lake

M-F 7:00-5:00 • 920-294-0102

At Your Service Business Guide

Chris’ Floral & Gifts

All In One

FUSIONFull Service Rental Center

Full Service Lawn & Garden 

Dealership - sales, service, & rentals

456 N. Douglas St. • Ripon
(920) 748-3100

MODERN RENTALS INC.MODERN RENTALS INC.

HARDWARE STORE

• Expert Tips & Advice

• Brands You Love

• FedEx & UPS Shipping

• Fax Services

Ripon • 920-748-3360

Wautoma • 920-787-4911

Mon.-Fri. 7am - 8pm; Sat. 7am-6pm; Sun. 8am-4pmMon.-Fri. 7am-7pm; Sat. 7am-6pm; Sun. 8am-4pm

CONSTRUCTION

Tim’s Drywall  
& Plastering

Remodeling, New Construction,
Pressure Washing, & Painting

Timothy Post - Owner/Operator

262-224-8626 • post_tim@ymail.com

W1002 State Rd 23/49, Green Lake, WI

SIGNS

600 E. OSHKOSH ST., RIPON

Heat things up with some 

DIGITAL MARKETING!  

Call us today to learn more! 

920-748-3017

Commonwealth

Ripon     re    

HEATING/AC

Run Your  
Ad HERE  

Every Week!
Call us at 

920-748-3017.

Your Ad HERE

ROOFING

$ WE FINANCE $

APPLE VALLEY 

ROOFING
Roofing • Siding • Gutters

Call or text 920-585-0006  

or visit applevalleyrofing.com

Dr. Jessica Davis

Dr. Bradley Foss

Dr. Marissa Bunge

644 W. Oshkosh St., Ripon 
920-748-6122 | HillsideDentalRipon.com

Now & Then in Ripon ... Looking back with the Ripon Historical Society

Gift of TV enabled Belle Lawson to watch 1968 election
The eyes and ears of America 

have been tuned to the presiden-
tial election on Nov. 5, 2024.  

Years ago, people had to read 
the newspaper to find out in-
formation on candidates.  Pa-
rades, rallies and stump speeches 
by surrogates also happened 
throughout America.  

In addition, people read print-
ed campaign materials, listened 
to political songs, looked at post-
ers tacked up around their com-
munity and — if they were lucky 
— saw the candidate themselves 
give a speech, perhaps from the 
back of a stopped train.  

This changed when radio be-
came prevalent throughout the 

country in the 1920s and 1930s 
and people could listen to the 

news and speeches. Today, we 
get the news in multiple ways in 
real time as it happens.

During the 1968 presidential 
election, one elderly Ripon wom-
an was happy to watch the news 
for the first time on television. 
That year the election was also 
held on Nov. 5 and Republican 
nominee Richard Nixon  defeated 
the Democratic nominee and in-
cumbent Vice President Hubert 
Humphrey along with the Inde-
pendent party nominee, former 
Alabama Gov. George Wallace.

Louisa LaBelle “Belle” Law-
son (1874-1973) was honored by 
the Ripon Historical Society on 
Oct. 27, 1968 for her 94th birth-
day.  A special event was held 
in the afternoon called “Belle 
Lawson Day.”  

At the event, Lawson was 
given a pink chrysanthemum and 
a new television, her first.

The June 6, 1968 Ripon Com-
monwealth Press reported that 
“Miss Belle Lawson” was “a 
pretty little lady in her nineties 
who resembles Grandma Moses 
and is just as cute and spry.”  
The article went onto say, “Miss 
Lawson, somehow, has managed 
to function without TV but she 
does treasure a talking box that 
occupies a prominent spot in her 
drawing room. One little boy, 
a product of the computer age, 
recently visited Miss Lawson. 
When he saw the funny ‘box’ 
with the round shoulders, he 
stood and stared at it for a long 
time and then asked her what it 
was.  Miss Lawson chuckled and 
said it was a Philco radio. ... Tran-

sistors are nifty and streamlined 
but they don’t come in loud and 
clear like Miss Lawson’s 40 year 
old Philco!”  

Philco was the brand name 
of the radio that was housed in 
a large wooden case and sat on 
the floor. This article might have 
prompted the idea of a gift of the 
television.  

Lawson was a former school 
teacher and librarian and had pur-
chased the house at 515 Ransom 
St. in 1919. Lawson was only the 
third owner since the house was 
built in 1856.    

After she passed away in 1973, 
she left the house and the barn, 
which sit just west of the Ripon 
Historical Society headquarters 
at 508 Watson St., in her will to 
the historical society.  It remains 
in almost original condition and 
is listed on the National Register 
of Historic places as the Pedrick-
Lawson House. 

A 1968  advertisement found 
in the Ripon Commonwealth 
Press for Bernie’s TV-Radio, 107 
W. Fond du Lac St., shows that 
televisions sold from $99.95 to 
$189.95 which is equal to $905 
to $1,715 today.  

In a hand-written thank you 
note to the Ripon Historical So-
ciety dated Nov. 11, 1968, Law-
son noted that Truman Heatley 
(1914-1976) “was kind enough 
to fix the electric outlet for the 
set.”  To this day, the house only 
has two electrical plugs and no 
overhead lighting.   

Lawson also noted that “The 
Johnson man did good work put-
ting up the antenna.”  

She further wrote in the thank 
you note that, “I was glad to have 
a TV before the election as it was 
interesting and exciting.”  She 
also stated, “I have not known 
anything about a TV, so I am just 
getting acquainted with this one 
and I think I shall enjoy it very 
much this winter as I have to stay 
quite closely at home, when cold 
weather comes.”  

The Ripon Historical Society 
is the oldest continually operat-
ing historical society in Wis-
consin. It is open Fridays and 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

For more information follow 
us at Facebook/riponhistory or 
www.riponhistory.org.

BELLE LAWSON LIVED at 515 Ransom St. from 1919 until her 
death in 1973. She left the house to the Ripon Historical Society 
in her will.          submitted photo

THIS 1968 ADVERTISEMENT found in the Ripon Commonwealth 
Press for Bernie’s TV-Radio show that televisions sold from $99.95 
to $189.95, which is equal to $905 to $1,715 today. submitted photo

THIS UNDATED PHOTOGRAPH shows Belle Lawson, left, 
with her mother Melissa Adams Lawson in front of their home 
at 515 Ransom St.  They lived in the house from 1919 until their 
deaths.                       submitted photo 


