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Now & Then in Ripon ... Looking back with the Ripon Historical Society
Famous landscape artist has ties to Ripon

The rise of Jens Jensen (1860-
1951), a street sweeper who
became one of the nation’s
first champions of landscaping
architecture and preserving the
natural environment, was fea-
tured in the PBS special “The
Living Green.”

But most people don’t realize
that Jensen worked in Ripon.

Jensen was born in Denmark

sin to help conserve thousands
of acres of natural habitat in
Door County, which also was
under the threat of development
and could be lost. It was at this
time that Jensen was contacted
by Ripon’s William E. Haseltine
(1864-1963) and Florence Reed
Haseltine (1882-1969).
Haseltine was educated in
Minnesota, but made his home

to a wealthy
farming fam-
ily. For the first
19 years of his
life, he lived on
that farm, which
cultivated his
love of nature
and the earth’s
environment.
As a young
man during
World War I

in Ripon based
upon knowl-
edge of the
lumber indus-
try. He bought,
owned and
operated the
Oakwood Ho-
tel in Green
Lake and also
became affili-
ated with the
evolving Ri-

in Europe, he
started draw-
ing landscapes

pon Power &
Light Co.
Florence

as an escape
from the war’s
harsh realities.
The war also
then led to his
decision to im-
migrate to the
United States.

Starting out
as a laborer in
Florida, Iowa
and eventually
Illinois, he was
promoted to
foreman and
began designing gardens for
notable city parks systems that
grew to include his vision for
water features and exotic plus
native plants.

Once Jensen became recog-
nized for his work, he accepted
a request to help campaign and
save the Indiana Dunes ecosys-
tem from commercial develop-
ers, who sought to mine that area
for sand along Lake Michigan
and its inland areas.

Connections to Ripon

Later, in the early 1900s,
Jensen created landscape archi-
tecture that included plantings
for private residences throughout
the Midwest.

As his knowledge and popu-
larity continued to swell, he was
called upon to work in Wiscon-
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Florence Reed Haseltine

was the daugh-
ter of the local
Reed family
and was edu-
cated in Ripon
and the New
England Con-
servancy. Wil-
liam and Flor-
ence owned
the Georgian-
revival archi-
tecture home
located at 537
Watson St. and
commissioned Jensen to design
a landscape plan and installation
that is now documented and
archived in the Bentley His-
torical Library at Michigan State
University. This university also
archives the lifetime collection
of Jensen’s drawings and papers.

Interestingly, the original
drawings Jensen made for his
projects (including the Hasel-
tines’ project) were always
drawn in pen and ink on linen
fabric (not paper), and their
details on his plans are still vis-
ible and legible for reading and
reference today.

The Haseltines’ landscape
plan consisted of a variety of
trees: ash, crimson maple, haw-
thorn, birch, elm, hazelnut and
chokecherry; shrubbery: nine-
bark, lilacs, viburnum, barberry,
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DATED JULY 14, 1915, the Haseltines of Ripon sought a natural landscaping consisting of
shrubbery, trees, flowering plants and a small water feature. This original plan is drawn in pen and

ink on linen fabric by famed landscape architect and habitat creator Jens Jensen.

forsythia; and various roses and
colorful flowers: lilies, philoden-
dron and witch-hazel. Flowering
colors were listed primarily as
yellow and white blended. All
were suitable for Wisconsin’s
planting zone, including many
native plant species.

Love of landscape
architecture leads to
enduring friendship

Although a small installation
for such a famous landscape
architect, the Ripon project
generated a personal friendship
and connection between the
Haseltines and Jensen that lasted
for many years.

In one of Jensen’s letters,
he wrote “As far as my places
(installations and projects) in
Wisconsin (state) are concerned,
they are all rotten, with excep-
tion of the job I am doing in
Ripon. This job consists of a lot
about 75’ x 200’ or perhaps less
than that, but they (the Hasel-
tines) are people with a souls and
I'take as much delight in making
this little garden as any work I
have ever done (nationwide).”

From the date the inquiry was
sent to Jensen to ask him about
possibly working in Ripon in
1915 until August 1936, Jen-
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HELP WANTED

WE WANT YOUR ads in
our paper! Have a business
promotional idea and want
to see it come to life? Con-
tact us by phone at 920-748-
3017 or by email at office@
riponpress.com and talk with
us today!
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Auto Swap Meet & Car Show
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JEFFERSON CO FAIR PARK
503 N. JACKSON AVE. JEFFERSON, WI
2 Day Car Show (Saturday & Sunday) All Makes & Models Welcome
3 Day Swap Meet & Car Corral 3,700+ Swap Spaces & 100s of Cars for Sale
Spectator Hours: Fri. 10-6, Sat. & Sun. 6-3 NO PETS
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www.madisonclassics.com (608) 244-8416

PAL STEEL

New ¢ Used ¢ Surplus
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MULTI-METAL DISTRIBUTION CENTER

Pipe - Plate - Channel - Angle -

Sheet -

Tube -

Rebar - Bar Grating, Expanded Metal -
Lintels - B-Decking - Pipe Bollards -

Decorative Iron Parts

| & H Beams $3 & up per foot
STAINLESS STEEL & ALUMINUM
ROUGH SAWN LUMBER & BUILDING SUPPLIES
STEEL ROOFING & SIDING

FABRICATION - CRANE SERVICE * STEEL PROCESSING
414 3rd Street, Palmyra ¢ 262-495-4453 » www.PalSteel.com
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THE HASELTINE HOME at 537 Watson St. can be seen with
landscaping. Descendants of the Haseltines still live in the house
and are working on restoration to the house and yard. submitted photo

sen remained in touch with the
Haseltines and landscape archi-
tecture professors at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison.

Jensen was so taken with
Wisconsin that he eventually
built a 125-acre learning insti-
tution named “The Clearing”
in Ellison Bay that still exists
today. It offers a combination of
learning, history, tradition, social
interaction and quiet reflection,
plus nature.

Jensen continued to work on
large city municipal green spaces
and parks systems, along with
the Indiana Dunes, but died at his
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50 Homeowners

home in Door County on Oct. 1,
1951 at the age of 91.

Descendants of the Haseltine
family still own the house at
537 Watson St. that Jenson land-
scaped in 1915 and are working
on restorations to this beautiful
home and lawn.

The Ripon Historical So-
ciety is the oldest continually
operating historical society in
Wisconsin. It is open Fridays
and Saturdays 10 a.m. to I p.m.

For more information follow
us at Facebook/riponhistory or
www.riponhistory.org.

who need new.windows!,
50 Homeowners will receive
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No Interest &
No Payments
until 2025!

Senior & Military Discounts!

Bonus! Free $50 Amazon Gift Card
with in-home estimate!

mad city

WINDOWS & BATHS
a divison of renurl.y

Y CALL TODAY!

262-290-2405

MadCityWindows.com
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