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Now & Then in Ripon ... Looking back with the Ripon Historical Society

Schallern family made contributions to Ripon 
Once European royalty, Bar-

on Carl Reiner von Schallern 
(1803-1878), known as “Rein-
er,” married Countess Maria 
Anna von Hirschberg (1817-
1891), known as Anna. 

Educated in Berlin, Reiner 
became a doctor, starting his ca-
reer as a general 
practitioner and 
ophthalmologist 
in Germany. 

After being 
jailed for three 
months in 1848 
during a po-
litical uprising 
there, the von 
Schallerns left 
their German 
homeland  in 
1849 and sought 
a s y l u m  i n 
America where 
they dropped 
using their royal 
titles. 

First settling 
in Ohio during the mid-1800s, 
Reiner enlisted in the American 
Civil War in 1861 and served the 
Confederacy as “infantry physi-
cian major” under General Wil-
liam Sherman. His son, Ottmar, 
only 15 years old, was drafted 
into the war, was injured (listed 
as wounded/handicapped) and 
mustered out in 1864. Follow-
ing the end of the Civil War, the 
von Schallern family moved to 

Manitowoc and finally Ripon 
and resided on Watson Street. 

While in Ripon, Reiner prac-
ticed medicine at a location listed 
as between  Blossom and Fond 
du Lac streets. In his personal 
time, he invented a “hodometer,” 
which was an instrument simi-

lar to a modern 
“odomete r” 
used to mea-
sure distances 
traveled.

While out 
of town to ap-
ply for a de-
sign and in-
vention patent 
in Washington 
D.C., Reiner 
fell ill and died 
in Mount Ver-
non, Wash., in 
1878.

R e i n e r ’ s 
sons — Ottmar 
von Schallern 
(1846–1918) 

and Bruno von Schallern (1854–
1936)  —stayed in Ripon and 
carried on their father’s vocation 
as medical doctors. 

Meanwhile, Reiner’s young-
est son, Victor von Schallern 
(1861–1928), attended Ripon 
public schools and spent three 
years at Ripon College. Victor 
first became a Ripon postal clerk 
and later worked as a broker and 
insurance agent. 

Many of the von Schallern 
sons and daughters never mar-
ried. The U.S. Federal Census 
shows their immediate and 
extended family sharing liv-
ing quarters at 121 Watson St., 
103 Watson St., 145 Blackburn 
St., and 219 Watson St. above 
storefronts. They later resided 
at 536 Watertown St. and 404 
Watson St.

Schallern family  

business
In addition to practicing as a 

medical doctor, like his parents 
who dropped their royal titles, 
Ottmar von Schallern dropped 
“von” from his last name and 
became known as “Ottmar 

Schallern.” 
Ottmar opened a drug store 

and pharmacy business in down-
town Ripon in the late 1800s. 

In 1922, the Schallerns 
opened a newer and more mod-
ern drug store building which 
they painted white and placed 
live fresh cut flowers in the 
windows. 

The store also included a soda 
fountain that served beverages, 
special chocolates and candies. 

Notably, other von Schallerns 
made their  name change, 
too, using only the last name 
“Schallern.” Over time, their 
Schallern Drug Store became 
a family-run enterprise when 
Victor, who had moved to Little 
Falls, Minn., returned to Ripon 
to become the store manager. 

At the same time, brother 
Bruno’s son, Roy, became the 
prescription clerk. 

All of the family members’ 
tombstones appear reverted 
back to, and are inscribed with, 
the von Schallern last name, al-
though during their lifetimes they 
became known as “Schallerns.”

Municipal  

commitments 

Bruno became the mayor of 
Ripon in 1898. His son, Eugene 
Schallern, served as mayor from 
1940–1944. The Schallerns 
were registered Republicans 
and belonged to the Masons, the 
Knights of Pythias and Oddfel-
lows. 

Ending days
Americans became more 

mobile in the early 1900s fol-
lowing the invention of the auto-
mobile and, like many families, 
the Schallerns relocated across 
America. 

Leaving Ripon, younger 
Schallerns moved to Minnesota 
and Florida. Some even went to 
live in New York and North Da-
kota. The elder Schallerns stayed 
in Ripon until their passing at 
late ages and are buried in a 
family plot in Hillside Cemetery. 

Today, in Bamberg, Germany 
(within the Bavarian Region), a 
book of history essays is being 
written about early physicians 
including Reiner, who immi-
grated to the U.S. and eventually 
settled with his family in Ripon. 

Information from the Ripon 
Historical Society will be in-
cluded in the essays as the his-

torical society provided copies 
of the Schallern family geneal-
ogy, along with photos from its 
professional archives. 

The Ripon Historical So-
ciety is the oldest continually 
operating historical society in 
Wisconsin. It is open Fridays 
and Saturdays 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

For more information follow 
us at Facebook/riponhistory or 
www.riponhistory.org.

O T T M A R  S C H A L L E R N 

custom-embossed medicine 
b o t t l e s  f r o m  h i s  d r u g 
store in downtown Ripon.  
   submitted photo

ABOVE AND RIGHT, Eugene Schallern’s mayoral reelection bid 
was built upon achievements, in addition to his medical practice 
and work within the family’s drug store.               submitted photosBRUNO SCHALLERN served 

as both a medical doctor and 
mayor of Ripon. submitted photo
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CONSTRUCTION

Tim’s Drywall  
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Remodeling, New Construction,
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Timothy Post - Owner/Operator
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