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Now & Then in Ripon ...  

Looking back with the Ripon Historical Society

Gravestone proves you never 
know what might be donated

This past October, the Ripon 
Historical Society received a 
gravestone found in the garage 
of a house in Ripon. 

The stone was laying face 
down and appeared to be a 
garden stepping stone of flag-
stone, but when turned over it 
had the name of a child who 
passed away and was only 2 
months old. 

Members of the Ripon His-
torical Society immediately 
started searching the Pedrick 
Genealogy Notebooks that list 
everyone in Ripon from the 
1800s to mid-1960s and found 
no details of the child or her 
family. Also, no clues of family 
members who may have resided 
in our community were found.

Typically, genealogy data 
exceptions could exist if fami-
lies or individuals were board-
ers, renters or perhaps lived 
somewhere between the years 
that Federal Census informa-
tion would have been recorded. 

Searching within Ancestry.
com, we discovered the parents 
of the deceased child in ques-
tion and their other children 
lived in Dane County around 
Janesville. As the search con-
tinued, additional online data-
bases unveiled the parents and 
the deceased child are interred 
in a plot at Union Cemetery in 
West Bend, Wis., and all have 
gravestones. 

The Ripon Historical Soci-
ety was advised that accord-
ing to Wisconsin protocols 
for lost, broken or recovered 

gravestones that the one we 
were researching was officially 
being recalled. The gravestone 
in question should have been 
broken to become recycled raw 
materials and never used for 
any other purpose. 

How the gravestone in ques-
tion arrived in Ripon is no 
one’s fault or issue. Everyone is 
baffled how the gravestone was 

brought from West Bend to Ri-
pon and why it was left behind. 

The Ripon Historical So-
ciety is the oldest continually 
operating historical society in 
Wisconsin. It is open Fridays 
and Saturdays 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

For more information follow 
us at Facebook/riponhistory or 
www.riponhistory.org

THE MYSTERY OF a child’s gravestone that was donated to the 
Ripon Historical Society last October was solved.   submitted photo

One-room schools is topic of 
historical society program

Author Susan Apps-Bodil-
ly and the Ripon Historical 
Society offer a free public 
program on one-room schools 
Thursday, April 18 at 7 p.m. 
at the society’s 508 Watson 
St. headquarters.

Apps-Bodilly is the author 
of “One Room Schools: 
Stories from the Days of 1 
Room, 1 Teach, 8 Grades.” 
She will share how she re-
searched her book, which was 
published by the Wisconsin 
Historical Society Press in 
2015 and was a finalist for the 
Midwest Independent Publish-
ers Association’s Children’s 
Non-Fiction category. 

The books celebrates the 
days when brothers and sisters, 
cousins and best friends all 
went to school and spent days 
together learning. Memories 
include schools heated by 
wood-burning stoves, heating 
lunch in a canning jar or a pot, 
playing games during outdoor 
recess, reading and presenting 

aloud to others,
Apps-Bodilly, and her father, 

Jerry Apps, are noted authors 
who also co-wrote “Old Farm 
Country Cookbook, Recipes, 
Menus and Memories,” which 
became the topic of the PBS 
Show “Jerry Apps, Food & 
Memories.”

Following her program at 
the historical society, Apps-
Bodilly will have books for sale 
and will offer to sign them.

For more information see 
www.facebook.com/riponhisto-
ry , call 920-748-5354, or email 
riponhistsoc@gmail.com

Susan Apps-Bodilly

SUSAN APPS-BODILLY will speak on her book, “One Room 
Schools: Stories from the Days of 1 Room, 1 Teacher, 8 Grades” 
Tuesday, April 18 at the Ripon Historical Society. submitted photo

Someone is looking for you.

It’s a squirrel,

and he thinks you’re nuts for not 

advertising in your local newspaper.

IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE! 920-748-3017 • office@riponpress.com
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Let us help you wish 

someone a Happy Birthday!

Run a Glad Ad with their picture for their birthday!

– Call 920-748-3017 for details! –

ASSISTED LIVING

150 N. Douglas Street

Ripon •  920-748-7300

AUTO LOANS

1175 W. Fond du Lac
Ripon

748-5336

Lower Your 
Monthly Payments!

Match or BEAT your current rates.

All loans subject to approval by GRCCU. Membership eligibility required.

CBD

Ripon
CBD Store

®
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301 Watson St., Ripon
www.riponnaturals.com

EQUIP. RENTAL

FLOORING

W704 Hwy. 23 | Green Lake

920.294.6471

G R E E N  L A K E

FLOORING &
CABINETRY
G A L L E R Y

S H O W R O O M  N O W  O P E N

SERVICE • REPAIR
NEW INSTALLATION/CONSTRUCTION

831 W. Fond du Lac St. 
Ripon • 920-239-4307

Your ad  

belongs HERE! 

Call today!

GARAGE DOORS

Sales, Service and Installation of 
Garage Doors and Door Operations

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • FARM

1112 N. Douglas St., Ripon • 920-748-5000

Dr. Stephan Eiler
Dr. Jessica Davis
Dr. Bradley Foss

644 W. Oshkosh St., Ripon 
920-748-6122 | HillsideDentalRipon.com

DENTISTRY Run Your 

Ad HERE 

Every Week In 

Both Papers!

FUSION
Heating & Cooling, LLC

Service • Install • Sales • Preventative Maintenance

24-Hour Emergency Service • 920-896-0016

1212 W. FOND DU LAC ST.

920-294-0102

Green Lake

&

$10 off
any

scheduled
service!
expires 4/30/2020

W1287 N Lawson Drive
Green Lake

M-F 7:00-5:00 • 920-294-0102

At Your Service Business Guide

Chris’ Floral & Gifts

All In One

FUSIONFull Service Rental Center

Full Service Lawn & Garden 

Dealership - sales, service, & rentals

456 N. Douglas St. • Ripon
(920) 748-3100

MODERN RENTALS INC.MODERN RENTALS INC.

HARDWARE STORE

• Expert Tips & Advice

• Brands You Love

• FedEx & UPS Shipping

• Fax Services

Ripon • 920-748-3360

Wautoma • 920-787-4911

Mon.-Fri. 7am - 8pm; Sat. 7am-6pm; Sun. 8am-4pmMon.-Fri. 7am-7pm; Sat. 7am-6pm; Sun. 8am-4pm

CONSTRUCTION

Tim’s Drywall  
& Plastering

Remodeling, New Construction,
Pressure Washing, & Painting

Timothy Post - Owner/Operator

262-224-8626 • post_tim@ymail.com

W1002 State Rd 23/49, Green Lake, WI

SIGNS

600 E. OSHKOSH ST., RIPON

Heat things up with some 

DIGITAL MARKETING!  

Call us today to learn more! 

920-748-3017

Commonwealth
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HEATING/AC

Run Your  
Ad HERE  

Every Week!
Call us at 

920-748-3017.

Your Ad HERE

ROOFING

$ WE FINANCE $

APPLE VALLEY 

ROOFING
Roofing • Siding • Gutters

Call or text 920-585-0006  

or visit applevalleyrofing.com


