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Now & Then in Ripon ...

Looking back with the Ripon Historical Society

Almost 100 years ago, on
Sept. 12, 1924, Ripon residents
received a Commonwealth
story about “safecrackers” who
had broken into one of Ripon’s
train depots to commit a crime.

Ripon Train Baggageman
Ansel P. Hyde (1880-1964),
who lived at 339 East Sul-
livan St., arrived for work at
5:45 a.m. at the Milwaukee
& Horicon train depot (which
was located nearby today’s Ri-
pon Area Builders at 426 East
Fond du Lac St.) to find that the
depot’s heavy safe’s door had
been blown off of its hinges.

Hyde immediately report-
ed the crime scene to Ripon
Police Chief Fred W. Allen
(1870-1945), who lived on Hall
Street, and railway officials in
Milwaukee. A detective was
sent from Milwaukee and upon
investigation tire tracks were
spotted outside the train depot
along with men’s footprints.

Evidence pointed to an au-
tomobile that may have been
carrying the robbers and that
they possibly arrived in Ripon
on Highway 23 from the direc-
tion of Fond du Lac.

The break-in

Ripon police speculated that
up to three robbers carrying
heavy overcoats entered the
depot using a pry bar to open a
window in the men’s restroom.

Once inside the building,
they pried open the door to
the ticket room. The police
again speculated that the three
overcoats were then used as a
“silencer” to disguise the sound
of the blast that tore the safe’s
door from its hinges.

Upon explosion, large pieces
of metal from the safe broke
out a window and wall between
a boiler room and the men’s
restroom. A wall clock inside
the train station had stopped at
3 a.m., leading authorities to
believe that this may have been

Ripon safecrackers were never found
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THIS PHOTO SHOWS the Milwaukee & Horicon Railroad

Depot safe with door blown off its hinges on the right, along

with ransacked debris.

the possible time of the blast.

When officials inspected the
scene, they found that a hole
had been drilled in the lower
corner of the safe and nitroglyc-
erin was poured into it as well
as around the safe’s door seams.

The nitroglycerin then was
covered with bar-hand soap to
hold the explosive chemical in
place. Nitroglycerin is typically
detonated by a type of “shock™
to the chemical such as heat
or flame leaving a smokeless
explosion. The robbers’ expert
use of nitroglycerin pointed the
Ripon police to the possibil-
ity that they were professional
criminals.

City of Ripon residents were
asked to be on the lookout for
up to three suspicious individu-
als based upon the number of
heavy overcoats left behind at
the scene of the crime.

According to the Milwaukee
& Horicon Railroad, the safe-
crackers did not steal any train
tickets, but made away with
$73 in cash (which equates to
$1,284.29 in 2023). This cash

RCP file photo

was locked in the safe and was
from the prior day’s ticket sales.

Additional clues

Ripon resident Anna Guen-
ther (1874-1951), who lived on
Fond du Lac Street, reported to
the Commonwealth that “she
heard a loud explosion at about
3 a.m., which awoke her from
sleep. She thought perhaps this
sound was from the nearby
Ripon Pickle Factory or freight
train cars arriving along tracks
behind her home.”

The Commonwealth also
printed that shortly after the
robbery “Two unknown men
were reported driving in Ripon
and were later seen in Rosen-
dale, but no one was arrested.”

There were no arrests or
convictions for this crime.

The Ripon Historical So-
ciety is the oldest continually
operating historical society in
Wisconsin. It is open Fridays
and Saturdays 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

For more information follow
us at Facebook/riponhistory or
www.riponhistory.org.
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Maui wildfire relief
candle fundraiser held

by St. Peter’s Parish

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church
is raising funds to help the vic-
tims of the wildfires in Hawaii in
support of the Red Cross’s relief
efforts for families who have
experienced displacement due to
the wildfires.

The parish is working with
Door County Candle Co. to raise
the funds, offering 16-ounce
candles at a cost of $30 each. The
candle is called “Maui” and the
scent is of a Hawaiian passion
fruit called Liliko’i. Each candle
will burn for 75 hours, according
to the company’s website.

Door County Candle is work-
ing directly with the American
Red Cross to provide financial
donations which fund meals,
disaster health, mental health
services and spiritual care, which
help families and individuals be-

gin the recovery process.

Although the candle company
has raised more than $40,000 for
the cause, Saint Peter’s Parish’s
goal is to raise $600 to contribute.
Candle orders will be available
for pickup at the Parish of St.
Peter office, 217 Houston St. in
Ripon. Purchasers will be con-
tacted via the method provided on
the order form once they are ready
to be picked up. Orders must be
placed by Sept. 24.

Please stop by the parish of-
fice or call 920-748-2422. Email
mandy @stpetersonripon.com to
receive assistance with candle or-
ders. Accepted forms of payment
include, cash, check, Venmo (@
stpetersripon) and Tithe ly. Make
checks payable to St. Peter’s Epis-
copal Church. Add Maui Candle
to the memo field of the check.

Ripon Immanuel Church
will participate in Back to

Church Sunday

“Back to Church Sunday,” part of a national movement of churches
across America, will be held Sunday, Sept. 17 at 10:45 a.m. at Im-
manuel United Methodist Church in Ripon. Everyone is welcome.

Since it started as a call to action and invitation for the church in
2009, the National Back to Church Sunday movement marks its 14th
year and continues to gain momentum. More than 5 million Christ
followers have participated through 30,000 churches.

It is a day focused on uniting the church to equip and empower
members to be inviters. Eight out of 10 people say they are open to
visiting church if invited — they are just waiting for an invitation.

For Back to Church Sunday, Ripon Immanuel will have a special
service that features live music from its praise band, a backpack
blessing (or tote bag or duffle bags) for all students, teachers, school
staff, coaches and administrative personal and tasty treats.

People also are invited to experience Ripon Immanuel’s traditional
service, which begins at 9 a.m and features hymns, organ music,
traditional liturgy along with the backpack blessing.

“This year’s Back to Church Sunday campaign is designed around
a celebration theme encouraging current church attenders to invite
friends and neighbors to come experience the support, hope and
friendship available at a local church, as well as discovering the
deeper, spiritual benefits that faith can provide,” the Rev. Heather

Brewer said.

Ripon Immanuel is located at 401 W. Fond du Lac St. For more
information, go to www.riponimmanuel.org or call 920-748-6695.
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The Details Make All the Difference ”‘?
150 N. Douglas Street
Ripon - 920-748-7300

AUTO LOANS

Timothy Post - Owner/Operator
262-224-8626 e post_tim@ymail.com
W1002 State Rd 23/49, Green Lake, WI

DENTISTRY

Tim’s Drywall
& Plastering

Remodeling, New Construction,
Pressure Washing, & Painting

Full Service Rental Center

Full Service Lawn & Garden
Dealership - sales, service, & rentals

; Mobpern ReNTALS INC.
MQ 456 N. Douglas St. ¢ Ripon

(920) 748-3100

Modern

overhead doar

Sales, Service and Installation of
Garage Doors and Door Operations

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - FARM
1112 N. Douglas St., Ripon ® 920-748-5000

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

EYE CARE

Lower Your

920-748-5050

www.CondonTotalComfort.com

ulde
CONSTRUCTION [ EQUIP. RENTAL JIGARAGE DOORSfl HEATING/AC JEWELRY
Sctc

CONDON TOTAL COMFORT, INC.
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DIEDRICH
JEWELERS
Jewelry Repair « Appraisals

748-6198 - diedrichjewelers.com

Monthly Payments!
Match or BEAT your current rates.

“Golhew |Rels” | 1175 W. Fond du Lac
Ripon
748.5336

Allloans subject to approval by GRCCU. Membership eligibility required.

Dr. Stephan Eiler
Dr. Jessica Davis
Dr. Bradley Foss

644 W. Oshkosh St., Ripon
920-748-6122 | HillsideDentalRipon.com

;;;;;;;;;

ViSiONCARE
= Associates, INC.

Dr. Randall Zieth & Dr. Victor Roeder 111

113 Warson St., Ripon
Phone: 920-748-2676
Fax: 920-748-7107%

Run Your
Ad HERE
Every Week In
Both Papers!

oCBD Store’

Ripon

), 301 Watson St., Ripon
www.riponnaturals.com

Run Your
Ad HERE
Every Week!
Call us at
920-748-3017.

Your ad would
look great HERE!

FLOORING

GREEN LAKE
5== FLOORING &

OO CABINETRY

G ALLERY

W704 Hwy. 23 | Green Lake
920.294.6471

HARDWARE STORE gA;ﬁ;re Ch Advertise
;—IIE-AA\TING here for
‘ CE NEWINSTsl\E.FI{.\g'ﬁg;lz%Pb?SIERUCTION less than
831 W. Fond du Lac St.
The helpful place.® Ripon + 9202394307 $7 a week!
E——— Your ad belongs
petlips kiice  [EESRSHERWEA  SIGNS |

¢ Brands You Love
e FedEx & UPS Shipping
® Fax Services

Ripon « 920-748-3360
Wautoma - 920-787-4911
Mon.-Fri. 7am-7pm; Sat. 7am-6pm; Sun. 8am-4pm

- ]
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Heat things up with some
DIGITAL MARKETING!

Gall us today

FUSION

Heating & Cooling, LLC
Service « Install - Sales Preventative Maintenance
24-Hour Emergency Service » 920-896-0016

@ rrave  1212W.FOND DU LACST.

RAPHIC

SLIGN

& Letter Co., Inc.
920-748-7723

600 E. OsHKosH ST., RIPON
Commonwealth

Ripon#42ress

920-748-3017




