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Now & Then in Ripon ... Looking back with the Ripon Historical Society

Schultz Variety Store once occupied Knuth’s new home
Earlier this year, Knuth’s 

Brewpub and Event Space 
opened in a new location at 
230 Watson St. However, many 
people remember back to school 
shopping in this location when 
it was the Schultz Variety Store.

The Schultz Variety Store 
opened in Ripon in 1950 at what 
then was 232 Watson St. 

In 1902, two brothers started 
The Schultz Brothers Co. with a 
store in Appleton. The company 
grew into a chain of 76 variety 
stores located in Indiana, Illinois, 
Iowa, Minnesota and Wisconsin.  
The majority of these stores were 
located in Wisconsin.  

The Schultz Variety Store not 
only found a home in Ripon, it 
expanded. It eventually took over 
the other half of the building built 
in 1904 at the corner of Watson 
and Blossom Streets. In 1965, 
Schultz Brothers also expanded 
the building from 75-feet deep to 
110-feet deep after working with 
the city by changing the alley 
behind the building.    

The Schultz Variety Stores 
were known as  “5 and 10” stores, 
sometimes called a “five and 
dime.” They carried all kinds of 
general merchandise, including 
clothing, toys, household items, 
bedding, sporting goods and 
much more.

The Ripon Schultz Brothers 
location closed in approximately 
1984. Schultz Brothers filed for 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy in 1988 
ending the chain which at that 
time had 51 stores in four states.  

The Ripon Historical Society 

is the oldest continually operat-
ing historical society in Wis-
consin. It is open Fridays and 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

For more information follow 
us at Facebook/riponhistory or 
www.riponhistory.org.

THIS FULL PAGE 1970 ad from Schultz’s “5 and 10” variety store ran in the Ripon Commonwealth 
Press.

IN 1960, THE Schultz Brothers 
variety store located in the 200 
block of Watson Street ran this 
half-page advertisement in the 
Ripon Commonwealth Press.  

THIS CIRCA 1950 photograph shows Chipman’s Federated Store 
on the south side of the building at the corner of Watson and 
Blossom Streets.  Chipman’s was in business from approximately 
1938 until 1965. The Schultz Brothers Variety Store is seen in the 
northern side of the building with an address of 232 Watson St.  
Schultz Brothers eventually took over the entire building before 
it closed in the 1980s.        submitted photo

Partner with us to amplify your 
campaign’s reach through our 

comprehensive media solutions.

As your all-in-one advertising partner, 
 we leverage our expertise to ensure 
 your message resonates across multiple 
platforms, engaging your voters 
effectively and driving impactful results. 

Additionally, we offer full-service 
digital marketing solutions to enhance 
your campaign’s reach and success, 
including Google, YouTube, and 
Display ads! 

“Local newspapers are the most trusted source of news.”

CALL TODAY!  

920.748.3017
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Central Wisconsin • Fox River Valley

www.brewerheating.com

We deliver heating service you can We deliver heating service you can count oncount on.  .  

We’ll be there We’ll be there on timeon time.  .  

We We do the job rightdo the job right at a  at a fair pricefair price.  .  

CALL US FOR THE CALL US FOR THE BEST CUSTOMER CARE!BEST CUSTOMER CARE!
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