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Now & Then in Ripon ... Looking back with the Ripon Historical Society

Nuns contr1buted to Ripon students’ education

Editor’s note: This article
is the first in a series citing the
achievements of Nuns who edu-
cated students in Ripon.

The original St. Patrick’s
Catholic Church, built in 1858,
stood at the southeast corner of
what is now the intersection of
Oshkosh and Hamburg Streets.

The first-ever St. Patrick’s
Rectory (housing provided to
priests and ministers to live in)
was built in 1865. A decision
was made in 1922 to move the
church to a more central loca-
tion and property was purchased
at the corner of Blossom and
Houston streets.

The church building was
physically moved from its origi-
nal site and placed at the new
corner location. This caused
the house immediately behind
the church on Houston Street to
become the new Rectory.

Catholic nuns also

were educators

Catholic nuns are women
who vow to dedicate their life
to religious service and contem-
plation, typically living under
vows of poverty, chastity and
obedience in the enclosure of a
monastery or a convent (a build-
ing in which nuns live, work and
pray).

Nuns also are often referred to
as “sisters,” which can be used
as a preface before their chosen
names. Nuns live in a secluded
and private life. They often
spend time in prayer and work
within their parish and convent.

As nuns became more active
in the world, they began engag-
ing in many kinds of work in-
cluding teaching, healthcare and
helping others in need.

Nuns were founded by re-
gions and communities. They
grew from approximately 900
individuals in 1840 to 135,000
by 1900. By 1965, there were
approximately 180,000 Catholic
nuns in the United States. Due to
a current decline in individuals
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ST. PATRICK'S CHURCH
RIPON, WIS,

ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH sits on its new foundation after it was
moved. The bell tower and fagade also were reconfigured. This
building was eventually demolished and its parish merged with

St. Catherine of Siena in 2005.

joining, however, it is estimated
by the year 2042 there will be
less than 1,000 nuns. In 2024,
the national average nuns’ age
is 80 years old.

At their peak, many different
orders (which is a sisterhood
or organization) of nuns were
working throughout America.

Examples are “Ursuline Ro-
man Catholic nuns,” which
were founded in Brescia, Italy,
and “Franciscan nuns,” which
originated in Assisi, Italy.

Ripon’s St. Patrick’s Church
and school nuns arrived in Wis-
consin from Notre Dame, Ind.
They were “Sisters of the Holy
Cross,” whose order originated
in LeMans, France.

When nuns arrived to teach
at St. Patrick’s School in 1962, a
convent was built to house them.
Their role was to teach grades 1
to 6 starting in fall 1963. In the
next two years, grades 7 to 8
were added to their curriculum.

Over time, the St. Patrick’s
School faculty of nuns included:

» Sister Angela Dolores
Blanz, 1963-1966 (3rd and 4th
grades);

» Sister Dorthea Dolan,
1963-1970 (principal, 5th and
6th grades);

» Sister Judith Coffey, 1963-
1965 (music and choir);

» Sister Laurus Slee, 1964-
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1967 (1st and 2nd grades)

» Sister Ursilita Holland,
1965-1969 (music);

» Sister Muriel Herde, 1966-
1970 (5th and 6th grades)

» Sister Lillian Petrack,
1968-1970 (1st and 2nd grades)

» Sister Florence Mary May
1969-1970, (3rd grade);

» Sister Judith Ann Murphy
1971-1972 (principal, 3rd and
4th grades);

» Sister Esther Black, 1971-
1972 (3rd and 4th grades);

There are no photographs of
St. Patrick’s nuns in the Ripon
Historical Society’s professional
archives. Individuals who have
any pictures that they would like
to donate or scan for consid-
eration to the Ripon Historical
Society, email riponhistsoc@
gmail.com.

The Ripon Historical Society
reached out to National Catholic
Reporter and found there are no
records shared about the nuns
including where their devotion
and work carried them after they
left Ripon, obituaries or burial
records.

As fewer nuns were avail-
able to teach at St. Patrick’s in
1970, the upper three grades, 6
to 8, were discontinued. Later,
as there were even fewer Nuns
to teach in 1972, St. Patrick’s
School became staffed by “lay
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Roman Catholic Church, Ripon, Wis.

THE ORIGINAL ST. Patrlck’s Church, builtin 1858, stands at the
southeast corner of what is now the intersection of Oshkosh and

Hamburg streets.

teachers,” who are technically
defined members of the church
or faith, but not clergy, able to
direct the spiritual, educational
and personal development of
children in a classroom.

Without nuns acting as teach-
ers, St. Patrick’s in 1975 con-
verted its convent into additional
parish rectory living quarters and
space for priests.

St. Patrick’s parishioners
voted to build a new church in
1975. The last church services
were held at their 115-year old
church building on Sunday, Feb.
22, 1976. That same afternoon,
parishioners helped move the
main altar, pews and other fur-
nishings to a temporary space
and later into the new church
building.
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When demolition of the older
church building took place in
spring, the first mass at the
new church was an Easter Vigil
service the evening of April 9,
1976.

In 2005, St. Patrick’s Catho-
lic Church and St. Wenceslaus
Catholic Parish merged to be-
come St. Catherine of Siena
Catholic Church and School in
Ripon, associated with the Arch-
diocese of Milwaukee.

The Ripon Historical So-
ciety is the oldest continually
operating historical society in
Wisconsin. It is open Fridays
and Saturdays 10 a.m. to I p.m.

For more information follow
us at Facebook/riponhistory or
www.riponhistory.org.

nide

CONSTRUCTION lEQUIP. RENTAL lIGARAGE DOORS HEATING/AC | ROOFING |

The Details Make All the Difference ”§\

150 N. Douglas Street
Ripon - 920-748-7300

AUTO LOANS

Timothy Post - Owner/Operator
262-224-8626 © post_tim@ymail.com
W1002 State Rd 23/49, Green Lake, WI

DENTISTRY

Tim’s Drywall
& Plastering

Remodeling, New Construction,
Pressure Washing, & Painting

Full Service Rental Center

Full Service Lawn & Garden
Dealership - sales, service, & rentals

Mobern RenTALs INc.
MQ 456 N. Douglas St. ¢ Ripon
(920) 748-3100

Modern

overhead doar

Sales, Service and Installation of
Garage Doors and Door Operations

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL « FARM
1112 N. Douglas St., Ripon e 920-748-5000

' o

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Lower Your
Monthly Payments!
Match or BEAT your current rates.

COMMUNITY

NI 748-5336

Alloans subject to approval by GRCCU. Membership eligibilty required.

1175 W. Fond du Lac

Dr. Jessica Davis
Dr. Bradley Foss
Ripon Dr. Marissa Bunge

644 W. Oshkosh St., Ripon
920-748-6122 | HillsideDentalRipon.com

illside
Denta

e

Run Your

Run Your
Ad HERE
Every Week In
Both Papers!

Your Ad HERE

HAiflech

HEATING

ACE

The helpful place.
o ExpertTips & Advice

CONDON TOTAL COMFORT, INC.

920-748-5050

www.CondonTotalComfort.com

$ WE FINANCE $

APPLE VALLEY
ROOFING

Roofing ¢ Siding ¢ Gutters
Call or text 920-585-0006
or visit applevalleyrofing.com

SERVICE * REPAIR

Ripon « 920-239-4307

NEW INSTALLATION/CONSTRUCTION
831 W. Fond du Lac St.

RAPHIC

SIGN

Your ad

Call today!

belongs HERE!

Ad HERE

sCBD Store’

Ripon

301 Watson St., Ripon
www.riponnaturals.com

Every Week!
Call us at
920-748-3017.

FLOORING

GREEN LAKE
E== FLOORING &

OO CABINETRY

G ALLERY

W704 Hwy. 23 | Green Lake

920.294.6471

¢ Brands You Love
e FedEx & UPS Shipping
¢ Fax Services

Ripon - 920-748-3360
Wautoma - 920-787-4911

Mon.-Fri. 7am-7pm; Sat. 7am-6pm; Sun. 8am-4pm

& Letter Co.. Inc.
920-748-7723

600 E. OSHKOSH ST.,

RipoN

Heat things up with some
DIGITAL MARKETING!
Gall us today to learn more!

FUSION

Heating & Cooling, LLC

Service « Install - Sales* Preventative Maintenance
24-Hour Emergency Service » 920-896-0016
@ e 1212W.FOND DU LACST.

920-748-3017
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